| A. Concise Dictionary 


of English Slang 


| These 270 pages contain a selection of 
j some of the verbal treasures of the English | 
| language which each generation. coins for | 
its own use. 


How many readers know, for instance, that 
| hocus-pocus comes from a 17th century 
| guide to conjuring, or that a maiden’s 

Prayer can also be an observation bal- 

loon, or even that a pussyfoot is really a 
| teetotaller ? 


By the same author 


A 


Concise Dictionary 
of 


English Idioms 


8/6 net 


“An interesting volume, Mr 
Freeman has collected the 
friendly, colloquial little 
phrases that everybody uses 
and believes he understands. 
Here isa practical and straight- 
forward . manual Of every- 
day phrase and figure of 
speech. Each idiom is briefly 
explained, its origin (where 
Possible) stated, and an ex- 
ample given, This is 4 good 
book which may be dipped in- 
to as a solace and diversion,” 


Teachers? | Vorld 


8/6 


net 


CONCISE Ў 4 
DICTIONARY | A 
OF i 
GLISH SLANG | 
ay ^ tr m 


By the same author 


A CONCISE DICTIONARY OF 
ENGLISH IDIOMS 


eC 
A Concise 


DICTIONARY 


of 


ENGLISH SLANG 


By 
WILLIAM FREEMAN 


Ge EDUCATION 5 


9 AN 
(e Id 55 e 
= ( od jit. of Extend 5 
V SR SERVICE. БСУ) 


ФУ У 
= CALCUTTA" M 


ENGLISH UNIVERSITIES PRESS LTD. 
IN THE CITY OF А 
LONDON 


First Printed 1955 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


TO 
THE COLLEAGUE 
who so loyally shared the exhausting 
delights of compiling this book. 
(See “ Carving-Knife ’’.) 


INTRODUCTION 


In remote Early and Mid-Victorian days a surprisingly large 
number of books, chattily-written, inexpensive volumes for 
the most part, were constructed and published for the benefit 
of all sorts of people who wanted to improve themselves. 
And these books were called “ Companions ”. There were 
appropriate Companions for Youths and Housemaids, Fisher- 
men and Gardeners, Cooks and Cottagers and Bee-Keepers 
and Knitters. 

All of which is, in effect, an introduction to an introduction. 
For this particular volume might, I feel, be fittingly described 
as a “ Companion ’’, inasmuch as it contains both a good deal 
more and a great deal less than any conventional dictionary 
ought to contain. 

The compilation of any collection of English slang terms is 
bound to involve the compiler in a number of unique difficulties, 
one of the chief being Where to Draw the Line. Each pungent 
word or phrase—and the very essence of slang is its effective 
pungency—involves a certain amount of hesitancy or of 
special consideration, since the entire vocabulary consists of 
‘verbal gamins, many of which would be as completely out 
of place in an ordinary dictionary as а raggle-taggle gipsy at 
a Foreign Office reception. Picturesque, exciting, exotic, yes, 
but also primitive, so primitive! Inevitably, for slang is the 
verbal escapism of primitive-minded people, while at the same 
time it cloaks in ingenious and elaborate disguises all sorts of 
crude and unpleasant facts. 

There are other complications. 

English slang—and, I suspect, the slang of other countries 
—is highly ephemeral stuff. For that reason alone it’ can 
never haye a complete and up-to-date dictionary. The bright 
catch-words of one generation have an inescapable tendency to 
become pointless, meaningless and obsolete by the next. The 
alternative is the respectability of an idiom or colloquialism, 
with an ultimate home in the Oxford Dictionary. The ranks 
of slang are being continuously reinforced by recruits, and at 
the same time reduced by death or desertion. 
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Slang terms come into existence for a variety of reasons, 
some obvious enough, some inexplicable, but most of them 
delightfully characteristic of the race that created them—the 
English race. They originate at every social level, from what 
Punch of eighty years ago called the “ h'upper classes ”, to 
the frequenters of the casual ward, the dock-side, the fair- 
ground. And for the same reason that Belgravia may paint 
its front door emerald-green and Stepney devote its front 
garden to broken teaplates set out in cement. Both are in 
search of the vivid, the vigorous, the expressive. 

The divisions and sub-divisions of slang—Criminals’ Slang, 
Rhyming Slang, Back Slang, the slang used in the Forces, 
slang of American and foreign sources, technical slang and so 
forth—can only be indicated here. Many of the examples 
may be classed as idioms, chiefly because an attempt to draw 
any sort of line between slang and idiomatic terms would 
be the sheerest waste of time. Another problem which 
obtruded itself was that of alphabetizing phrases. The normal 
tule of taking the most important word as a criterion became 
impossible if the book were to be of any real use to—let us 
Say—an earnest student from Tibet ; the whole phrase, intact 
and as normally arranged, was essential. Hence, with 
inevitable exceptions, slang phrases have been so arranged, 
only the traditional a, an and the being ignored. 

Origins have been indicated in brackets, Where a word or 
phrase belongs mainly or exclusively to another country, or 
to an occupation or sport, the origin is indicated at the 
beginning, e.g. “ OVER. ( 
balls" etc. On the other hand, where it is in general use, 
the origin is indicated at the end, e.g. "INNINGS. Period of 
Success or luck. (Cricket)"' (In the case of- American 
slang, which has a habit of crossing the Atlantic overnight, 
there may be a few discrepancies in this respect.) 

Many idioms are both nouns and verbs. In such cases, 
Where a sentence is given as an example its structure is 
obviously applicable to the noun or the verb, but not to both. 

There are a disheartening number of abbreviations for the 
reader to Memorize. I regret this, but the exigencies inci- 
dental to a limited number of pages have made them necessary. 
Space—or rather, lack of it—has indeed been the chief enemy 
throughout. For that reason also the examples are regrettably 
few. (There would have been none at all if I had not kept 


Cricket.) The regulation number of, 
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constantly in mind my earnest student from Tibet, and 
determined to be as useful to him as I could.) 

As for the innumerable omissions that will arouse indigna- 
tion in the breasts of an uncountable number of readers, the 
answer, again, is lack of space. Dr. Johnson’s plea of “ sheer 
ignorance, Madam, sheer ignorance "' I refuse to entertain. 

The Fable which forms an Appendix is, as the discerning 
reader will appreciate, merely a light-hearted attempt to 
group together a few of the commonest slang terms treated 
as Monsieur Roget would have treated them in his Thesaurus. 
The reader may find amusement in extending this particular 
field. 

The making of this Dictionary has involved extensive 
browsing among the works of previous authorities, from that 
of the aged Mr. Hotten to the erudite and ever-youthful 
Mr. Eric Partridge, whose encyclopaedic help I gratefully and 
especially acknowledge. Finally, let me extend my thanks to 
many anonymous broadcasters and speakers, to say nothing 
of that army of people who, chatting in trains and buses and 
queues, had no idea, poor souls, that their words were being 
taken down and would be used in evidence. 

М.Е: 


ABBREVIATIONS 


a., adjective 

Abb., abbreviation 

Acc., according to 

adv., adverb 

App., applied 

Attrib., attributed to 

Aust., Australian 

Bib., Biblical 

B.S., back slang 

Cent., century 

Coll., colloquial 

Cor., corruption of 

Der., derived from 

Derog., derogatory 

Dil, diluted, dilution 

Dim., diminutive 

Emph., emphatic, or used for 
emphasis 

Equiv., equivalent 

Esp., especially . 

Ex., out of, originating in 

Excl., exclamation 

Expl., expletive 

Facet., facetious 

Fr., French 

Freq., frequently 

Gen., general, generally 

Ger., German 

Gr., Greek 

It., Italian 

Journ., journalism or journal- 
istic 

Juv., juvenile (including school 
slang) 

Lat., Latin 

Lit., literally ? 


Met., metaphorically 

Mil., military 

Myth., mythology or mytho- 
logical 

Naut., nautical 

Neg., negative 

n., noun 

Nurs., nursery 

N.Z., New Zealand 

Obs., obsolete 

Occ., occasionally 

Old-f., old-fashioned 

Opp., opposite 

Orig., originally, originating'in 

Over-s., over-statement 

Pop., popular 

Port., Portuguese 

Prac., practically 

Prec., preceded by 

Pron., pronunciation 

Prov., proverb 

R.A.F., Royal Air Force 

R.N., Royal Navy 

R.S., rhyming slang 

S.A., South Africa 

Sc., Scotch 

Syl., syllable(s) 

Theat., theatrical 

Trad., traditional, -ly 

Univ., university 

U.S.A., United States of 
America 

v., verb 

Var., variant 

W.W.I and W.W.II, World 
War I and World War II 


A 


A.I. First-class. (Vessels which appear in Lloyd's Register 
of Shipping as A.r. are of the highest grade.) 

A.B. Able-bodied seaman. 

ABAHT. About. (Cockney.) 

ABIGAIL. Woman servant. (Bib., Obs.) 

ABOVE-BOARD. Honest; frank and unconcealed. 

ABOVE ONESELF. Conceited; with too high an opinion of 
oneself. 

ABOVE ONE'S HOOK. See OVER ONE'S HEAD. 

ABSO-BLOOMING-LUTELY. Absolutely, entirely. 

ABSQUATULATE. Depart, go away. 

ACCORDING TO COCKER, ACCORDING TO HOYLE. Correct accord- 
ing to the formal rules. (Cocker was a r7th-cent. pop. 
mathematician ; Hoyle an 18th-cent. authority on whist.) 

ACCORDING TO ONE'S LIGHTS. According to one's education 
and personal ethics. 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE MILK IN THE COCONUT. Explains the 
reason. : 
ACE. A person, gen. connected with sport, of outstanding 

quality. 

ACK d Used by signallers in W.W.I and II for A.M. 
(ante meridiem), before noon. Also PIP EMMA for P.M. 
(post meridiem). 

ACKERS. Money. 

AD., ADVERT. Advertisement. 

ADAM AND EVE. Believe. (R.S.) 

ADAM AND EVE ON A RAFT. Eggs on toast. 

ADAM'S ALE. Water. 

ADAM’S APPLE. The protruding cartilage of the thorax in 
the human throat. 

ADD UP. See TICK UP. 

ADDLE-PATED, ADDLE-HEADED. Foolish, with a muddled 
mind. (An addled egg is one abandoned by the hen 
before hatching is completed.) я 

AD. LIB. Ad libitum. (Lat.) 

I) As many as one chooses. 
2) v. To fill in time with impromptu jokes etc. (Theat.) 
13 
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ADMIRAL OF THE RED. A confirmed drunkard, traditionally 
with a red nose. (Admiral of the Red is an obs. naval 
rank.) 


AFEARD. Afraid. А ae 
AFFAIR. (т) Synonym for almost any object. (“ That car 
is a smart affair.’’) E 
(2) Sentimental relationship, conventional or other- 
wise. 
AFLOAT. Coat. (R.S.) 


AFRAID TO SAY " BO" TO A GOOSE. Almost too timid to 
speak. 


AFTER A FASHION. In a general, though not necessarily the 
best, way. 


AGAINST THE COLLAR, THE GRAIN. Against one's wishes and 
natural inclination. 

AGE, AN. A long time. 

AGGIE WESTONS. The Rest Homes for Sailors founded by 
Miss (later Dame) Agnes Weston. 

AGGRANOY. А “ portmanteau ” word combining aggravate 
and annoy. 4 à 

AGONY COLUMN. The column in a daily paper in high 
personal appeals are advertised. (The Agony Column о 
The Times is the best known.) 

AIRS AND GRACES. Epsom Races. (R.S.) oie 

А LA. Commonly and inaccurately applied as an adjective 
to people and objects of fashion and distinction. 

ALFRED DAVY, DAVY. Affidavit. ne 

АПАЗ. (Lat) Otherwise. See ALIBI, with which it is con- 
stantly confused. 

ALIBI, ALIAS, n. Excuse. 

ALIVE AND KICKING. Active and alert. 

ALL ABROAD. Vague and inaccurate. 

ALL A-GROWING AND A-BLOWING. (Ihe old-time cry oí 
London flower-sellers.) Flourishing. 

ALL ALONG THE LINE. Everywhere; in large numbers. 
(“The enemy is surrendering all along the line") 

ALL AT SEA. Completely bewildered. 

ALL DRESSED UP AND NOWHERE TO GO. Applied to a last- 
minute frustration connected with some social event. 


AIL HANDS TO THE PUMPS. A general and urgent call for 
help in an emergency. (Naut.) 
ALL IN. Utterly exhausted. 
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ALL IS GAS AND GAITERS. All is well. (Dickens' Nicholas 
Nickleby.) 

ALL MOPS AND BROOMS. Semi-intoxicated. 

ALL MY EYE. Nonsense, mere foolishness. (Abb. of All my 
eye and Betty Martin, pop. cor. of Ah, mihi, beate Martini 
—Ah, grant me, blessed Martin.) 

ALL OF A DITHER, DOODAH, FLUTTER. In a state of bewilder- 
ment and confusion ; overwrought. 

ALL OF A TREMBLE. Trembling with fear or excitement. 

ALL OF A TWITTER. In a state of acute nervousness. 

ALL OUT. (т) The same—illogically—as ALL IN. 

(2) Going all out, making every effort. 
' ALL-OUTER. An advocate of all-out measures. 
ALL OVER. (т) Completely covered with. (“His hands are 
all over scratches.”’) 
(2) Ended. (“Their troubles are all оуег.”) 
(3) Emph. for characteristic behaviour. (' That 
rudeness is George all over.") 

ALL OVERISH. Vaguely and generally unwell. 

ALL OVER THE PLACE, SHOP. Scattered untidily. 

ALL OVER WITH. Destroyed, dead. (“I'm afraid it's all 
over with our canary.’’) 

ALL RIGHT, RIGHT, O.K., VERY WELL, VERY GOOD. General 
terms of assent or acceptance. 

ALL SERENE. All safe and settled. 

ALL SET. All arranged in order, and ready. 

ALL SIR GARNET. All in order. (Sir Garnet (later Lord) 
Wolseley, British General.) 

ALL THE BEST. Abb. I wish you all the best of luck. 

ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIR. All the amusements to be 
expected. (“ You'll find all the fun of the fair at the 

+ garden-party.”’) 

ALL THE GO. Popular. 

ALL THE WORLD AND HIS WIFE. Everybody. 

ALL THERE. Mentally fit and efficient. 

ALL THUMBs. Clumsy; awkward with one's hands. 

ALL-TIME (HIGH, LOW). A record to date. (“The price of 
tea has reached an all-time high.") 

ALL TO PIECES. In a state of physical and mental collapse. 

ALL TO THE GOOD. Entirely beneficial. 

ALL UP, ALL U.P. Finished; the worst has happened. 

ALL VERY FINE AND LARGE. Sarcastic term of approval. 
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AIL VERY WELL. Plausible, but—(' He says he's reliable, 
which is all very well but doesn’t convince me.") 

ALLY PALLY. Alexandra Palace. 

ALMIGHTY DOLLAR. Wealth and its power. (Coined by the 
U.S.A. essayist, Washington Irving, about a century 
ago. 

oes eas Sock. (R.S.) 

ATMS "DRINK. Beer etc. left over by the drinkers in a public 
house etc., to which anyone is welcome. 

ALSO RAN. Of inferior quality. (Racing. Horses not among 


the first three to reach the winning-post are listed as 
Also Ran.) 


ALTOGETHER, THE. 
AMMO. Ammunition. 


ANANIAS. А liar. (The Bib. story of Ananias and Sapphira.) 
AND NO (BLOOMING) ERROR, MISTAKE! Emphatic addition 
to a statement. ("She's a lady, and no blooming, 
error.’’) 


ANDREW WALKER, Royal Navy. (Used more in the other 

Services than in the Navy itself.) 
ANGEL. Financial backer of a business, 
ANGLE, (т) v. Distort a story. 


See IN THE ALTOGETHER. 


(2) n. Method of approach, way of looking at. (See . 


SLANT.) 
(3) See кїн. 
ANNIE OAKLEY. A com 
Annie Oakley was a celebrated rifle-shot, UT e 
ANNO DOMINL Increasing effects of old age. (“His chief 
complaint is simply Anno Domini.’’) 
ANOTHER PAIR OF SHOES, An entirely different matter. 
ANSWER'S A LEMON, THE. The answer is unknown. 
ANSWER TO THE MAIDEN’S PRAYER. A very attractive man 
~ Ben. a stage or film star. 
ANTONIO, TONY. (т) An Italian (derog.. Also wor. 
(2) A Portuguese soldier. 


- Any refuge in an emergency. 
ANZAC. Member of the Australian and New Zealand Army 
Corps. (W.W.L.) 
APARTMENTS TO LET (HAVE). 
APPLE PIE ORDER. Perfect o 
AQUA VITAE, Brandy. 


Be feeble-minded, foolish. 
rder or condition. 


plimentary ticket or pass. (U.S.A... 
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ARCHIE. Anti-aircraft gun. (W.W.I.) 

ARE YOU WITH ME? Do you follow what I am saying; do 
you agree? - 

‘ARF AMO’. Half a moment ; a very short time. (Cockney.) 

"ARF AND 'ARF. A traditional drink, half ale, half porter. 
(Cockney.) 

ARGLE-BARGLE, n. & v. Argument, argue. 

ARKIE. (U.S.A.) A woman farm hand. (Arkansas.) 

ARMS AND LEGS. Beer. 

ARSE OVER TIP. (See HEAD OVER HEELS.) 

ARTFUL DODGER. Lodger. (R.S.) 

ART UP. Make a story etc. over-artistic, 

ARTY-CRAFTY. Self-consciously and amateurishly artistic. 

AS EVER IS, AS EVER WAS. Emph. (“ Next week as ever is 
we'll go home.”’) 

AS PLAIN AS THE NOSE ON ONE'S FACE. Perfectly obvious. 

AS SURE AS EGGS IS EGGS. Quite certain. 

AS THEY COME, AS THEY MAKE 'EM. As it is possible to be. 
(“George is as artful as they make 'em.") 

ASK FOR. Take an action leading almost inevitably to an 
undesired result. (‘ You've been dismissed—but you 
did ask for it! ”’) 

ASS ABOUT. See PLAY THE APE. 

AT. Member of the Auxiliary Territorial Service (A.T.S.). 

AT A LOOSE END, AT LOOSE ENDS. Temporarily unoccupied. 

AT A Loss. Unable to explain or justify. 

AT A PINCH. In an emergency. 

AT FIRST SIGHT. Without a pause for reflection or examination. 

AT LARGE. Free. 

AT LOGGERHEADS. In continual opposition. 

AT LONG LAST. See IN THE LONG RUN. 

AT Opps, In a state of enmity. 

AT ONE’S WITS END. Completely baffled. 

AT SEA. Ignorant, unenlightened. (“We are completely at 
sea about his meaning.’’) 

AT SIGHT. Immediately upon seeing. 

ATTABOY! Go on, go ahead! (U.S.A.) 

ATTIC. Brain. See BLOCK. 

AULD REEKIE, Edinburgh. 

AUNT JANE. See LAV. 

AUNT SALLY. Fair-ground sport of throwing a stick at a 
wooden head with a pipe in its mouth that competitors 
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try to break. The term is app. to an inoffensive person 
or thing attacked merely for the sake of attacking. 
AUNT'S SISTERS. Ancestors. (Facet.) 

AU RESERVOIR. Au revoir. (Facet. 

AUSSIE. Australian soldier, (W.W.I.) 


A.W.O.L. Absent without official leave. (Mil.) 


AXE. Discharge as superfluous; gen. app. to dismissals 
from the Forces or Civil Service, 


AXE TO GRIND. A private and personal motive. 


B 


B. AND S. Brandy and soda. 
BABBLING BROOK. Cook. (R.S. 


BABY (I) Small (e.g. Baby grand (piano), baby car etc.). 
(2) Term of endearment. (U.S.A.). 

BABY BLIMP, (U.S.A) A fat girl (See BLIMP.) 

BABY'S HEAD. Meat pudding. (R.N. 


е : or 
BABY-SITTER. One who takes charge of small children f 
short periods during the parents’ absence. ies 
BABY-SNATCHER, CRADLE-SNATCHER. A woman who marr 


ma o Шап much younger than herself. 
ВАССА, ’BACcy, obacco. 


BACK. (т) Bet to win. (See BACK oNE’s FANCY.) 


(2) Support with money or influence. n. BACKER. 
BACK-BENCHER. An M.P 


- who has no official post in the 


Overnment, and Consequently is not entitled to sit оп 
the front row of benches. 


BACK-BREAKER, A weight or a job requiring exceptional 
strength or endurance. 

BACK-CHAT, BACK-ANSWERS. Facetious and impudent retorts. 

BACK DOWN, OUT Or. Retreat from an unpleasant or incon- 
venient situation. 


BACK-HANDER. An unexpected hostile action. 
BACK LOG. Work still to be done. 


BACK NUMBER. Something out-of-date ; unfashionable. 
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BACK OF BEYOND. Regions, local or otherwise, remote and 
difficult of access. 

BACK ONE'S FANCY, PUT ONE'S MONEY ON. Support, by 
money or otherwise, something (gen. a horse) believed 
to be a winner. (Racing.) 

BACK-PEDAL, v. Stop, pause. (Cycling.) 

BACK-ROOM BOYS. Scientists and technicians whose work 
receives no publicity. (See BOFFIN.) 

BACK-SCRATCH. Flatter, adulate. п. BACK-SCRATCHER. 

BACK-SEAT DRIVER. One who persistently gives unwanted 
and generally unnecessary advice to a person in charge. 

BACKSIDE, BEHIND, BOTTOM, FANNY, BUM. The buttocks. 

BACK-SLANG. Slang in which the syllables or words are 
pronounced (approximately) as though written back- 
wards, e.g. Spinrut—Turnips. 

BACKSTAIRS INFLUENCE. Influence exercised on a great 
man's decisions by his confidential servants. 

BACK UP. Support, encourage. 

BACKWATER. (т) Similar to BACK-PEDAL. 

(2) A remote or little visited place. 

BAD BLOOD. Antagonism, ill-feeling. 

BAD BOOKS, IN ONE’S. Regarded with dislike and/or distrust. 

BAD CESS TO. May evil befall. (Irish.) 

BAD DEBT. One of which there is no hope of payment. 

BAD EGG, HAT, LOT etc. A thoroughly bad character. 

BAD FORM. Manners or habits that do not conform to those 
of polite society. 

BAD GRACE. Ш-таппегей and obvious reluctance. 

BAD JOB. Unfortunate. (“That’s a bad job.") 

BAD SHOT. A wrong guess or assumption. 

BAD 'UN. See GOOD 'UN. 

BADEN-POWELL. Trowel. (R.S.) 

BADGER, v. Pester, harass. 

BAG, v. Seize. 

BAG OF BONES, BARE-BONES, RASHER OF WIND, YARD OF 
PUMP WATER. An extremely thin person. 

BAG OF MYSTERY. See SASSAGE. 

BAG О” TRICKS. The entire equipment. 

BAGS. (т) Plenty. ("We've bags of time to catch the train.’’) 

(2) Trousers. (See OXFORD BAGS.) Also SACKS. 

BAGS I. I claim, I'm going to take that. (Juv.) 

BAGGAGE. An impudent, saucy girl. 
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BAGGY. Loose-fitting. : a 

BAKER'S DOZEN. Thirteen. (To avoid any risk of giving 
short weight, and the heavy penalties involved, bakers 
formerly included an extra loaf or roll with every twelve 
charged for) Also DEVIL’s DOZEN. y " 

BALD AS A Соот. Absolutely hairless. (А coot is a water 
bird, one species of which has an appearance of baldness.) 

BALL AND BAT. Hat. (RS.) 

BALL OF CHALK. Walk. (R.S.) 

BALL OF LEAD. Head. (R.S) 


BALLED UP, a. Unhappily confused and muddled. (U.S.A) 
BALLOON GOES UP, THE. The proceedings begin. 

BALLY. Polite dilution of BLOODY. 

BALLYHOO. Noisy and vulgar publicity. 

BALLYRAG. Violently abuse. 

BALSAM. Cash. 


BAMBOOZLE, BAMFOOZLE. Swindle, deceive. 
BANANA LAND. Queensland. Е To 
BAND OF HOPE. Facet. An old-f. name for spinsters W! 


hope to marry an eligible man (esp. a clergyman). 
BANG OFF. Immediately. | 
BANK ON. Rely upon. 


BANTAM. Small sized. (A bantam is a small breed of chicken.) 


BAPTISM OF FIRE. First encounter with the enemy on active 
Service. 


BARE-BONES, See BAG OF BONES. 
BAREFACED. Shameless. 
BARE POLES. Ship's masts with all the sails furled. (Obs.) 
BARGE. A wordy argument. 
BARGE IN. Interfere, intervene. 
BARGE INTO. Collide clumsily with. 
BARK. Remove the skin, gen. by a fall or collision. А 
BARK UP THE WRONG TREE. Act under a mistake; blame 
the wrong person or thing. 
BARKER. (т) Pistol, gen. a duelling pistol. (Obs) . " 
(2) One who stands outside a booth at à circus ОГ 
fair shouting its attractions. Ў 
BARMY, BARMY ON THE CRUMPET. Crazy, foolish to the point 
of mental deficiency. . 
BARNACLE. Опе who persists in retaining his job after the 
normal period of retirement. 
BARNET FAIR. Hair. (R.S.) 1 
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BARNEY. An unconventional merry-making ; a jolly, noisy 
party. (Obs.) 

BARNSTORMER. An actor, rarely of the first rank, who 
performs in villages or country towns in small halls or 
even barns.. (U.S.A.) 

BARRACKING. Noisy jeering by hostile spectators of a team 
of players—cricket, football etc. (Aust.) 

BARROW Boy. A street trader, licensed to sell his goods 
from a barrow. 

BARTS’. St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Smithfield. 

BASHER. (R.A.F.) Any mechanic or operator. 

BASINFUL, PLATEFUL. An excess of work, trouble, excitement 
etc. (See ON ONE’S PLATE.) 

BASKET. A polite evasion of BASTARD. 

BASTARD. General term of abuse, with no implication of its 
real meaning. 

BASTE (A PERSON'S JACKET). Thrash. 

BAT AND WICKET. Ticket. (К.5.) 

BAT AN EYELID. Show any sign of astonishment or other 
emotion (always in neg.). 

BATCHY. Weak-minded, crazy. 

BATS, BATS IN THE BELFRY. An eccentric to the point of 
craziness. 

BATTER. See ON THE BATTER. 

BATTLE-BOWLER, TIN HAT, TIN LID. Steel helmet. (W.W.L.) 

BAWBEE. Halfpenny. BAWBEES. Cash. (Sc) 

BAWL OUT. See CALL OVER THE COALS. 

BAZOOKA. A one-man anti-tank gun. (U.S.A.) 

BEACH MARINER. Landsman pretending familiarity with 
nautical affairs. 

BE-ALL AND END-ALL. ' The one ultimate object. " 

BE YOURSELF, BE YOUR AGE! Don't behave childishly. 

BEAK. (т) Magistrate. 

(2) See SMELLER. 

BEAKY, n. A man with a prominent nose. 

BEAN-FEAST. A workmen's collective day's excursion; gen. 
organized annually by the firm (now almost obs.). 
"BEAN-POLE, LAMP-POST, SCAFFOLD POLE. A very tall, thin 

person. 

BEANO. Same origin as above, but now used as a synonym 
Íor BINGE, SPREE etc. 

BEANS. Money. 
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BEAR A HAND, LEND A HAND. Help, assist. j te 

BEAR-GARDEN. A scene of noise and confusion. (Ex. t 
bear-gardens of Elizabethan times.) is 

BEAR-LEADER. A tutor in charge of a youth whom he i 
accompanying abroad. (Obs.) 

BEAR'S PAW. Saw. (R.S) 

BEARINGS. Situation, position. (Naut.) 

BEASTLY. Detestable. 


а В D 
BEAT ABOUT THE BUSH. Approacha subject in a roundabou 
and evasive way. 


BEAT COCK-FIGHTING, THE BAND, THE DUTCH. Be startling, 
astonishing. ч 

BEAT HOLLOW, TO A FRAZZLE. Be superior, extraordinary. 5 

BEAT THE LIVING DAYLIGHTS OUT OF; (U.S.A. BEAT TH 
BEJESUS OUT OF. Thrash severely. 

BEAUTY-SLEEP. Sleep obtained before midnight. 

BEAVER. A bearded man. (Obs.) 

BEDFORDSHIRE. Bed. (Facet.) 

BEDROCK. The lowest possible level. ed 

BED. SIT., BED-SITTER. Bedroom and sitting-room combine d- 

BEE LINE. A straight line from one place to another, regar ) 
less of obstacles (as a bee flies when returning to the hive). 

BEEFY. Large and muscular, 1 Y г 

BEEN AND GONE AND DONE IT. Facet. ungrammatical for 
done it (gen. implying unfortunate results). (See GON 
AND DONE IT.) i & "t 

BEEN THERE. Already had a warning experience. (“I don 
intend to argue with Jane—I've been there,’’) 

BEER AND SKITTLES, ALL. ` See LAVENDER, ALL. 

BEETLE (OFF). Depart ; trudge away. 


BEETLE-CRUSHERS. Boots, esp. heavy ones of the police and 
army type. 


BEEZER. See SMELLER. 


BEFORE THE MAST. As an ordinary seaman on a тидын 
(Naut. The seamen’s quarters were trad. in the forepa: 


KNIFE, JACK ROBINSON, etc. Instantly’ 
BEG THE QUESTION. Avoid or i 


BEGGAR, n. Fellow. (“Not a 
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BEHIND. (r) In arrears with one's work. 
(2) See BACKSIDE. 

BELDAM. An old woman. (Obs.) 

BELLOWS. Lungs. 

BELLY-ACHE, v. Grumble. (U.S.A.) 

BELLY-LAUGH. A loud, spontaneous laugh. 

BELLY TIMBER. Food. (Obs.) 

BELLY-VENGEANCE. Beer. 

BELT. Thrash (as with a leather belt). n. BELTING. 

BENCH-WINNER. Prize winner (at any exhibition in which 
the entrants—cats, dog etc.—are shown on benches.) 

BEND. (I) See ON THE BATTER. 

(2) See ROUND THE BEND. 

BENDIGO. A fur cap. (From one commonly worn by William 
Thompson, a celebrated early-Victorian prize-fighter, 
nicknamed Bendigo. Obs.) 

BENNIES. Benzedrine. (U.S.A.) 

BESIDE THE MARK, POINT. Irrelevant. 

BEST, v. Gain an advantage over. 

BEST BIB AND TUCKER: Best clothes. 

BEST BOY, GIRL. See BOY FRIEND, GIRL FRIEND. 

BESTER. Swindler. 

BEST FOOT, RIGHT FOOT, FOREMOST. Quickly, vigorously. 

BEST PART. Most of; the greater part. 

BET ONE'S BOOTS, BOTTOM DOLLAR, LIFE. Be absolutely 
certain. 

BETCHER. I bet you. 

BETTER HALF. Wife. 

BETTER ‘OLE. Safer, more congenial place. (From a humor- 
ous drawing by Bruce Bairnsfather made during W.W.I.) 

BETWEEN THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP SEA. Faced with two 
difficult alternatives. 

BETWEEN TWO FIRES. Caught between two opposing forces. 


Mil. 

SENE YOU AND ME AND THE GATEPOST. In strict 
confidence. 

BETWIXT AND BETWEEN. Neither this nor that—halfway 
between. 


BEVIN Boys. Lads directed to work in coal mines during 
W.W.II, Ernest Bevin being then Minister of Labour. 

BEVVIED. Intoxicated. 

BEVVY. Drink. t 
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BIBLE-BACKED. Round-shouldered. 
BIBLE-PUNCHER. See DEVIL-DODGER. 
BIBLE TRUTH. See GOSPEL TRUTH. , 
BID. Attempt. 
BID FAIR TO. Appear likely to. 
BIDDY. (т) A chicken. 

(2) An elderly woman. 
BIFF. (т) Strike heavily. 

(2) A sudden blow. ] 3 
BIG BERTHA. Nickname given to an enormous cannon, US 
by the Germans to shell Paris. (W.W.I.) 

BOY. A facetious, mock-deferential form of address. 
BUG, CHEESE, GUN, NOISE, POT, SHOT; BIGWIG. 


highly important person in his own particular sphere. 
BIG HOUSE. (U.S.A.) Prison. 


BIG MOUTH. A chatterer, a gossip. 

BIG STIFF. Ruffian. (U.S.A.) 

BIG STUFF. (т) Important material or news. 

(2) Heavy artillery. 

BIG TALK. Arrogant talk. 5 

BIG TOP. The main tent under which circus performance 
take place. 

BIKE. Bicycle. 

BIKINI. Feminine bathin 
popularity. 4 

BILGE, BILGEWATER. Utter nonsense. (Bilge is lit. seawate? 
that has seeped into the hull of a ship.) 

BILK. Swindle, particularly a car or taxi-driver. 


BILL AND coo. Talk in soft, loverlike tones. 
BILLET. Job, position. 


BILLINGSGATE. Bad language. (Billingsgate Fish Маз 
has, quite unjustly, a reputation for excessive swearing’) _ 
BILLINGSGATE PHEASANT. Herring. 4 
BILL SIKES. Burglar. (Ex. the burglar and murderer J^ 
Dickens’ Oliver Twist.) 
BILLY. See SNEEZER. 


BILLY-CAN. A tin can in which tea etc. is made. (Aust) - 
BILLYCOCK. A soft felt hat with a wide brim. { 


BIND. Something or someone extremely dull and boring. 
BINGE, BINGO. See ON THE BATTER. 2 
BIRCH-BROOM. Room. (R.S) | 


BIRD. (1) A man or girl of the free-and-easy type, (Ретов) 


BIG 
BIG 


g-dress, brief in appearance—and 


i 
1 


А | 
^ $ 
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BIRD. (2) THE BIRD (GET or GIVE). Hisses and booing from 

an unappreciative audience. 

BIRD-LIME. Time. (R.S) 

BIRD OF ILL OMEN, JOB'S POST. A person associated with, 
or a bringer of, bad news. 

BIRD OF PASSAGE. A wanderer, one who spends much of 
his time moving from one place to another. 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER. People of the same class socially or 
mentally, or with the same tastes. (Abb. of the prov. 
“Birds of a feather flock together.) 

BIRTHDAY SUIT. See IN THE ALTOGETHER. 

BISCUIT. Mattress. (Mil.) 

BISH. (т) Bishop. 

(2) A bad mistake, a blunder. (Juy.) 
BIT. (т) Any small coin, e.g. a threepenny piece. (In U.S.A. 
specifically 123 cents.) 
(2) See PIECE. 

BIT OF ALL RIGHT. Highly satisfying; excellent. 

BIT OF FAT, JAM. An unexpected piece of luck; a pleasant 
surprise. 

BIT OF FLUFF. See PIECE. 

BIT OF TRIPE. Wife. (R.S.) 

BIT THICK, STIFF, STEEP etc. Excessive. 

BITCH. A woman of the worst and/or the most utterly 
detestable type. (No greater insult can be offered than 
the application of this word.) 

BITE, n. Sting, pungency, excitement. 

BITE THE DUST, LICK THE DUST. Suffer total and ignominous 
defeat, and frequently death. 

BITTOCK. A short distance, a small portion. (Sc.) 

BITTY. Scrappy, disconnected. а 

BIVVY. (т) A meeting; abb. bivouac, mil. camping ground. 

(2) Beer. 

BIZ. Business. ` 

BLAB. Talk unguardedly or foolishly, hence reveal a secret. 

BLACK, (т) a. Ominous, angry, depressing. (“ The prisoner 

gave me a black look." “Тһе future looks 
black for authors.") 
(2) n. A Negro. 

BLACK, THE, Blackmail. v. PUT THE BLACK ON. 

BLACK AND WHITE. Night. (R.S.) 

BLACK CATTLE, Negro slaves. (Obs.) 
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BLACK COAT. See DEVIL-DODGER. аз 
BLACK-COATED WORKER, WHITE-COLLAR WORKER. Office, 
opposed to manual, worker. 


BLACK COUNTRY. The crowded manufacturing area of the 
Midlands. 


BLACK DIAMONDS. Coal. n 
BLACK DOG ON ONE’S BACK, TO HAVE A. To suffer fro 
depression and melancholy. 
BLACK EYE. An eye heavily bruised by a blow. 
BLACK JACK. (т) A large leather drinking can. (Obs.) 
(2) A short club, a cosh. a ike 
BLACKLEG, SCAB. A workman who refuses to join in a strike, 
or who assists in breaking one. lice 
BLACK MARIA. The van taking prisoners from the po 
Court to prison. (Said to have originated in U.S.A., an 
to have been the name of a gigantic negress, Maria Lee, 
who frequently assisted the police.) f bj 
BLACK MARKET. Any illegal source of supply for rationed 
highly-taxed goods. y na 
BLACK-OUT. (т) Collective regulations and precaution 
force during W.W.I and II to ensure t at 
no lights were shown after dark th 
might assist enemy raiders. А 55 
(2) Temporary but complete unconsciousnes? 
resulting from shock, exhaustion or с0! 
cussion, or from certain diseases. a 
BLACKS. (1) Black suit worn by a man at funerals or © 
formal occasions. 
(2) Smuts. b 
BLACK SHEEP (OF THE FAMILY). A disreputable person ; pe 
Who is in disgrace with the respectable members of h 


family. (Based on the tradition that in every flock 0 


white sheep there is a black one.) al 
BLACK-SHIRT. A member of the British Fascist Party, and; 
as 


such, a wearer of the black Shirt that was distinctiv® 
of his Italian “ Opposite number”, 
BLACKSMITH’S DAUGHTER. Key, 


BLACKSMITH'S WIFE, Lock and ke 
BLACK SQUAD. Ships’ stokers. 
BLACK STRAP, Any bad liquor, 
(In U.S.A. a blend of rum a 
BLACK VELVET. A fifty: 


y; padlock. 


esp. port wine, (Naut-) 
nd molasses.) 
-fifty mixture of champagne and stout- 
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BLADDER OF LARD. An exceptionally fat person. 

BLADE. A smart fellow or lad, similar to CARD. (Obs.) 

BLAH, BLATHER, BLETHER. Wordy nonsense; foolish windy 
talk. 

BLANKET DRILL. A snooze; a short afternoon sleep. (Mil) 

BLANKETTY, BLANK. A polite evasion of DAMNED, BLOODY, 
or any similar adjective. 

BLARNEY. (т) v. Cajole or flatter, . (U.S.A. To pick locks.) 

(2) n. Flattery. Kissing the almost inaccessible 
blarney stone in the roth-cent. Blarney 
Castle, in Ireland, is supposed to give 
the power to obtain one’s wishes. 

BLAST, v. Equiv. to curse. Also excl. 

BLATHER. See BLAH. 

BLATHERSKITE. One who talks nonsense, 

BLAZING. Furious, acrimonious. (“ George and I had a 
blazing row.") 

BLEAT. Grumble. 

BLEED. (т) Victimize by extorting money. BLEED WHITE. 

Extort to the extent of ruining the victim, 
(2) (Bookbinding.) Trim the margin of a page so 
closely that the printed portion is cut. 

BLEEDER. (т) A sufferer from haemophilia. 

(2) (Vulgar) Fellow. BLEEDING. Evasion of 
BLOODY. 

BLEED LIKE A PIG. Bleed copiously. 

BLESS ONE'S STARS, THANK ONE’S STARS. Be profoundly 
grateful for good fortune. 

BLEST, WELL IM | Harmless “ opposite number " to DAMNED, 

BLETHER. See BLAH. 

BLEW. Spend, gen. recklessly. 

BLIGHTED. Polite variant of Blasted and Damned. 

BLIGHTER. General term of contempt. | 

BLIGHTY. England after foreign service. (W.W.L) (Hin- 
dustani Bilati, Belait = Foreign.) 

BLIMP (COLONEL). Prototype of the narrow-minded, con- 
ventional elderly officer (originated by Low, the car- 
toonist, and suggested by the observation balloons known 
as blimps in W.W.I.). 

BLIMY, GOR prrwy, Pop. dilution of the oath, May God 
blind me (if I am not speaking the truth). 

BLIND. (1) v. Curse. 
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BLIND. (2) a. Intoxicated. | 
(3) n. A subterfuge. j 
BLIND MAN'S HOLIDAY. Night, darkness. iddi- 
BLIND STAGGERS. Inability to walk properly, through gidai 
ness or intoxication. 
BLINKER-EYE, BLINKERS. Spectacles. 
BLINKING. Thoroughly respectable dilution ‘of BLASTED: 
BLISTER. (I) Dilution of BLAST. 
(2) n. A contemptible, insufferable person. wi 
BLITZ. Aerial destruction by a concerted attack. (WW: 
t from Ger. Blitzen — lightning.) 
BLOB. (т) See Duck. 
(2) See FLOATER (1). ON 
BLOCK, ATTIC, BRAIN-PAN, DOME, GARRET, NOB, NUT, ONION) 
PATE, TUPPENNY, (Obs) Head. h ү. 
BLOCKBUSTER. A large and devastating mine used in W.W. 
BLOCKHEAD. Fool, 12 
BLOCK ORNAMENTS, Minced fragments of inferior meat co 
pressed and cooked in small square blocks. 
BLOKE. A fellow, person, (Orig. Block.) 
BLONDIE. A girl with fair skin and hair. 


BLOOD. (r) A dandy. f the 
(2) (Abb. blood and thunder) Any example o 9 
i cheap, highly sensational magazines. <a 


(PENNY DREADFULS.) 
BLOOD-AND-THUNDER. A mixture of port and brandy. 


BLOOD MONEY, Money given for destroying enemy planes: 
(УЛУП. 


: SUA AE her 
BLOODSUCKER. An unscrupulous parasite living upon апо 
person's exertions, 


BLOOD-WAGON, (R.A.F.) Ambulance. л u- 

BLOODY. ‘A Strangely satisfying, effective end D 
larized in Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion—disreputabi? 
adjective of emphasis, 


BLOODY MARS. (Cor. Blé de mars.) Local name for a variety. 
„Of wheat. ' à i 


BLOOMER, See FLOATER (т). i 2 
BLOOMERS. A type of loose knickers. (Old-f.) (Ex. Mrs 
__ Bloomer, UISA., first wearer.) eet) LOHN 
BLOOMING. The mildest (with BLINKING) of all substitutes 10 
BLOODY. j JU os At Jan 
BLOT ONE's .COPYBOOK, 


Spoil an otherwise good record. 
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BLOTTO. Helplessly intoxicated. 
BLOW! One of the mildest substitutes for Damn; BLOWED 
for Damned. BLOWED IF———. See HANGED IF, 
BLOWER. Telephone. 
BLOW GREAT GUNS. Blow a tremendous gale. 
BLOW IN. Visit casually and unexpectedly. 
BLOW ME TIGHT! A mild expletive. (Obs.) 
BLOWN. See PUFFED. 
BLOWN UPON. Tainted, spoilt. (Ex. the blow-fly, that lays 
its eggs in putrid meat.) í 
BLOW OFF STEAM, LET OFF STEAM. Dissipate one’s anger, 
annoyance etc. by violent speech or physical activity. 
BLOW ONE'S OWN TRUMPET. Proclaim one's own virtues and 
cleverness. 
BLOW ONE'S TOP. Lose one's temper. 
BLOW-OUT, n. A full and satisfying meal. 
BLOW SKY HIGH. Refute completely. 
BLOW THE GAFF. Reveal a secret, esp. give information to 
the police. 
BLOW UP. Blame, censure severely. 
BLOW UPON. Betray. 
BLUB, BLUBBER. Weep, gen. noisily and distressingly. 
BLUE. (I) Indecent, obscene (app. to a joke or story). Also 
OFF-COLOUR. 
(2) Miserable, depressed. 
(3) n. One chosen to represent his University in any 
of the major sports. (Light Blue, Cambridge ; 
Dark Blue, Oxford.) 
BLUE-BOTTLE, BLUE-BELLY. See COPPER. 
BLUE DEVILS. Deep depression and low spirits. 
BLUE-EYED BOY, WHITE-HEADED Boy. A favourite for the 
time being. 
BLUE FuNK. A state of extreme fear. See FUNK. 
BLUE MURDER, Sounds indicating acute terror and distress, 
____(“ Someone in the house was screaming blue murder.) 
BLUE RUIN. Complete and absolute ruin. 
BLUEY. A blue-coloured blanket (and in the case of tramps, 
its contents) common in Australia. 
BLUFF, v. Create a false impression of one's status, importance 
. ete. by bragging and/or pretending. Also n. (“ By 
sheer bluff he obtained a reseryed compartment on the 


train.) (See CALL soMEONE'S BLUFF.) 
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BLUNT. Money. 
BLURB. The айы advertisement printed on the pape! 
wrapper of a book. 
BLURRY. Dilution of BLOODY. Е а 
BOARDS, THE. Тһе stage; the theatrical world in gene . 
(^ He has been оп the boards since he was five.) ost 
BOATER. Stiff straw hat worn when boating etc. (now almost 
obs. so far as men are concerned). ] 
BOB. (r) Shilling. ir 
E n. ЖОШО» hair-style of the 20's. у. To cut half 
short. (See SHINGLE.) 
BOBBERY. Row, noise. ! 
BOBBISH. Elated; in high spirits. s on- 
BOBBY. Policeman. (From Sir Robert Peel, chiefly resp 
sible for the Police Force.) See COPPER. ER: 
BOBBY-SOX. (U.S.A) Ankle-length socks, BoBBY-SOX 
An adolescent girl. s come 
BOB'S YOUR UNCLE (AND PADDY’s YOUR AUNT). All is c 
pletely satisfactory. 
BOB UP. Make a sudden appearance. 
BODKIN. Dirk worn by a midshipman. (R.N.) ox 
BOFFIN. A research scientist ; a high-grade BACK-ROOM B' 
(К.А.Е., W.W.IL) 


BOG ORANGE. Potato. 
BOG TROTTER. An Irish tramp or itinerant dealer. 
BOGEY. Policeman or detective. 3 55; 
BOILED SHIRT. Starched white shirt worn with evening dre 

and used as a Synonym for it, ' 
BOKO, See SMELLER. ty? 
BOLD AS BRASS. Impudent, challenging; without modes 
BOLONEY, Nonsense, rubbish, 3 
BOLT. (т) Swallow food hastily. 

(2) Dash away. 


e 
BOLT-HOLE. A place of refuge and escape from uncomfortable 
realities. 


BOLT UPRIGHT, Rigidly upright. 


BOMBAY DUCK. Indian fish (the bummelo) eaten with curry: 


BONANZA. А rich mine, wealth, (Spanish for Fare Weather 
at Sea") 


BONE. Steal. 
BONE-BOX. Skull. 


BONE-HEAD. A hopelessly stupid person. 
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BONE-SHAKER. Obsolete bicycle with solid tyres. (See 
PENNY-FARTHING.) 

BONER. See HOWLER. 

BONIFACE. Landlord of an inn. (Obs.) 

BONNET, v. Smash a man's hat down so that it covers his eyes. 

BOOB, BOOBY. Simpleton. 

BOOBY-HUTCH. See DUG-OUT (2). 

BOOBY PRIZE. That given for a player with the lowest score. 
(Whist etc.) 

BOOBY-TRAP. Orig. a practical joke of the simplest kind; in 
W.W.I and II a bomb connected with a door or other 
apparently: harmless object, and which exploded upon 
such object being touched. 

BOODLE. (т) Illegal spoils of war or politics. 

(2) Money. 

BooGrE-WooGIr. Negro method of piano-playing. 

BOOK. (r) Note and place on record. 

(2) Obtain any necessary tickets. (‘ We've booked 
seats for the circus.") 

(3) (Racing. А list of bets made by clients based 
on the various chances of the horses (or dogs). 

BOOKED. Definitely decided, destined for. (“I’m afraid 
Peter's booked for а long Шпеѕѕ.”) 

BOOKIE. Bookmaker, one who makes a living taking racing 
bets. 

BOOMER. (Aust) Kangaroo. 

BOOMPS-A-DAISY | Excl. on colliding with another person. 
Also a dance. 

Boost. (т) Popularize by systematic praise, generally ex- 

cessive. 
2) n. Generic term for all such forms of praise. 
воот. (т) v. Kick. 
(2) See SACK. 

BoorrEGGER. Illegal dealer in alcoholic drinks during 
prohibition in U.S.A. 

BOOT IS ON THE OTHER FOOT, THE. The reverse is the case. 
(“George doesn't dominate Mary, the boot is on the 
other foot.") 

Boots. A youth, employed at an hotel, whose duty includes 
the cleaning of patrons' boots, 

BOOZE, BOUSE. (т) n. Intoxicating liquor. 

(2) v. To consume it. 
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BOOZED. Intoxicated. ic (USA 

BOP, BEBOP. Type of jazz music. S.A.) 

BOR, BAWLEY, ae Pal, friend. (E. Anglian, der. from 
Dutch baer, farmer.) ЖА 

BORN ON THE WRONG SIDE OF THE BLANKET. Illegitimate: 

BORN YESTERDAY. Young or ignorant. (Always in neg:) 
( Jane understands—she wasn’t born yesterday.") ia 

BORROWED PLUMES. Garments etc. assumed by one who 
not entitled to them. à п) 

ВОѕЕҮ. A single bomb dropped from an aircraft. (W.W.IL- 

BOSH. Rubbish, nonsense. 

BOSKY. Intoxicated. А m 

Boss. Head, chief, ruler. (Sound 16-cent. English der. B 
the Dutch baas. The word was taken by the Рт 
Fathers to the U.S.A., acquired a political significanc 
and returned to England as slang.) 

BOSS-EYED. Squinting. 

Bossy. Domineering and masterful. dup 

BOTTLE-HOLDER. (Boxing. The equiv. of the “ second 
& duel. An impartial but sympathetic co-operator. the 

BOTTLE-NECK. Any impediment or check, lit. or met., to 


smooth and easy working of an operation. р 
BOTTLE UP. Suppress. 1 


BOITOM. See BACKSIDE. per 

BOTTOM DRAWER. That in which, trad., a girl accumulates 2° 
trousseau. 

BOTTOMLESS PIT. Hell. 


BOTTOMS UP, DOWN THE HATCH, HAPPY DAYS, HAPPY LANDING?! 
HERE'S HOW, MUD IN YOUR EYE, SKIN OFF YOUR Bios" 
etc. Meaningless but popular toasts. р Jd 

BOUGHT IT. (x) Suffered disaster or death. (“Poor 0 ў 

George bought it at Dieppe.” “al 
(2) Made a disastrous mistake. (See FLOAT! 


I). 
BOUNCE. (1) n. Impudence, effrontery. ld 
(2) v. (Of a cheque only.) Fail to be honour 
by the bank on which it is drawn. an 
(т) An exaggeration, an untruth. ! 
j (2) A cheque which is dishonoured. F 
BOUNDER. A vulgar cad. | Ev 
BOWER. The knave of trumps (right bower) and the other kna“ 
of the same colour (left bower) in the game of euchre- - 


BOUNCER. 


б 
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BOWIE. A knife with a long curved blade and horn handle 
used in Western U.S.A. (named after Col. J. Bowie). 

BOWL OUT. Overcome, defeat, gen. in passive. (“The candi- 
date was completely bowled out by the questions.”’) 

BOWL OVER. Completely upset, overwhelm (lit. or met.). 
(Gen. in passive. “The poor chap is bowled over by 
the death of his wife.) 

BOWL THE HOOP. Soup. (R.S.) 

BOWLER. A hard felt hat designed by Mr. Bowler, a London 
hatter, in 1868. It subsequently largely replaced the old 
heavy TOPPER (I). 

BOWLER-HATTED. Compulsorily, though honourably, retired 
from service in the Forces, with reversion to civilian life. 

BOWS AND ARROWS. Sparrows. (R.S.) 

BOW-WINDOW. See CORPORATION. 

BOX, V. Journ. term for a statement given special prominence, 
being enclosed in four heavy lines. n. The lines them- 
selves. 

BOX ON THE EAR. A slap on the ear. 

BOX THE COMPASS. Said of a wind which constantly varies 
its direction. Also app. to a person who constantly 
changes his political or other opinions. 

Boy. Native servant. 

BOY, THE. See BUBBLY. . 

BOY FRIEND, BEST BOY. Intimate companion, unofficial 
fiancé. (See GIRL FRIEND.) 

BOYS, THE. Generic term for a group of men or members 
of the Forces, without regard to age. 

BRA, BRAS. Brassiére. 

BRACELETS, DARBIES, GOVERNMENT SECURITIES, SNIPS, 
SNITCHES. Handcuffs. 

BRADBURY. £r note. (Sir John—later Lord—Bradbury, 
whose signature as Secretary to the Treasury appeared 
on the first issue, 1914-28.) 

BRADS. Pennies and halfpennies. 

BRAIN-PAN. See BLOCK. 

BRAINSTORM. А violent hysterical outburst. 

JBRAIN-WAVE. A sudden inspiration. 

BRAINY. Clever. 

BRANDY-BLOSSOM, GROG-BLOSSOM. The inflamed red patches 
and pimples on a man's cheeks resulting from excessive 

8- 


2 
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BRANDY-FACED NAN. Queen Anne. 
BRANDY PAWNEE. Brandy and water. (Anglo-Indian.) 
BRASH. Cocksure, aggressive. 
BRASS. (т) Money, cash. 
(2) See CHEEK. 
BRASS BOUNDER, SNOTTY, REEFER. Midshipman. no 
BRASS FARTHING. Coin of the smallest value (actually 20 
farthings are made of brass), always used in neg. j 
wouldn't give you a brass farthing for that rubbish. ) р 
BRASS HAT. Staff officer. From the gold band on his сай 
(South African War, 1899-1902.) 
BRASS TACKS. The essential facts. 
BRASS UP, v. Pay. 
BRAWN. Muscular strength. 
BRAWNY. Muscular. {0 
BREAD-AND-BUTTER. One’s livelihood. (‘Selling cars 
Americans is Robinson's bread-and-butter.” m e 
BREAD-AND-BUTTER LETTER. Letter of thanks following 
visit. / 
BREAD-AND-BUTTER MISS. A young, unsophisticated girl. 
BREAD AND HONEY. Money. (R.S. 
BREAD AND JAM. Tram. (R.S.) 


BREAD AND SCRAPE. Bread and butter (or margarine) thiol 
spread. 


BREAD-BASKET. Stomach. (Boxing.) od OF 
BREAK, (т) A chance, an opportunity (gen. after a регіо 
ill-luck). 
(2) Brief interval for rest or refreshment. £) 
BREAK A LANCE, SPEAR. Challenge in argument. (Old- E 
BREAK AWAY. Free oneself. сё 
BREAKDOWN. (т) General physical ог mental collap 
("Mary is in hospital with a nervO™ 
breakdown.’’) nt 
(2) v. (two words). Split up a list, stateme e 
etc. into small divisions for the purP?”, 
of analysis. ("We broke down 


а H à Н 0 
article on occupational illness into РЇ 
fessions.”’) 


End a business affair with neither profit nof 


BREAK EVEN. 
loss. 
BREAK IT GENTLY. Tell unp 


wit? 
: N leasant news gradually or 
diplomatic reservations. 4 , 
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BREAK-JAW, CRACKJAW. Words long and/or difficult to 
pronounce. 

BREAK OFF SHORT. End abruptly. 

BREAK ONE's BACK. Meet financial ruin. 

BREAK THE ICE. Make a beginning; become friendly and 
informal. i : 

BREAK THE NEWS. Inform; relate (gen. about a matter of 
importance). (See BREAK IT GENTLY.) 

BREAK UP. Disperse at the end of a school term. 

BREAKERS AHEAD. Trouble or difficulties imminent. 

BREATHER. A short period for recovery, mental or physical. 

BREEKS. ‘Trousers. (Sc.) } 

BREEZE IN. Enter casually and briskly. 

BREEZE OFF. Depart similarly. 

BREEZE UP, THE. (See WIND UP.) 

BREKKER. Breakfast. 

BREWER’S HORSE. Drunkard. 

BRICK. A thoroughly good and trustworthy person. 

BRIDE AND GROOM. Broom. (R.S.) 

BRIGHT AND EARLY. In good time. 

BRING DOWN THE HOUSE. Obtain loud and universal applause. 

BRING HOME THE BACON. Produce an income sufficient to buy 
the essentials of life. 

BRING TO BOOK. Detect and punish. 

BRINY, THE. The sea. 

BRISK UP. Vitalize. 

BRISTOL CREAM. A famous brand of sherry produced at 
Bristol. (BRISTOL MILK is sherry sack.) 

BRITISH ASS., THE. The British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. 

BRIT. Mus. British Museum. 

BROAD ARROW. The mark used to brand Government stores 
or property. It is closely associated with convicted 
criminals, on whose clothes it was formerly printed. 

BROKE, BROKE TO THE WIDE (WORLD implied), SKINT, 
STONY, STONY-BROKE. Penniless. 

BROLLY. Umbrella. 

BROMIDE. One who habitually utters trite and banal remarks ; 
the remarks themselves. (The word was invented by 
Gellett Burgess, U.S.A. author. Its less-known opposite 
is Sulphide.) 

BROTH OF A BHoy. A fine fellow. (Irish.) 
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BROTHER, SISTER. Facet. term of address. (U.S.A.) Bull 

BROTHER JONATHAN. American equivalent to John 
(See also UNCLE SAM.) 

BROWN. A halfpenny. 


BROWN BESS. (r) The flintlock musket in use during w 

Napoleonic wars (origin uncertain). 

(2) Yes. (R.S) UP 

BROWNED OFF, CHEESED OFF, FED TO THE TEETH, FED 1 
Utterly bored with 5 tired of. 


BROWN HAT. Cat. (R.S 


BROWNIE. The junior equivalent of a girl guide. 
BROWN JOE. No. (R.S.) 


BRUIN, n. Bear. 
BRUISER. Boxer. 
BRUM, BRUMMAGEM. Birmingham. $ Majo 
BRUMBY. An untamed wild horse. (Australian, after 

W. Brumby, a celebrated horse-breeder.) mpl 
BRUNCH, A combination of breakfast and lunch. (Exa 

of a portmanteau word.) 
BRUSH. (r) A fox's tail. 

(2) A slight engagement with an enemy. 
BRUSH OFF. (т) v. Evade, escape. 
(2) n. An abrupt refusal. 

BRUSH UP. Study afresh, re-learn. 
BRYANT & Mays, Stays (corsets). (R.S.) veg 
BUBBLE-AND-SQUEAK. (t) Cooked potatoes and green 

tables fried together. 
(2) Speak. (R.S.) AM Si 
BUBBLY, THE BOY, SHAM, FIZZ, THE WIDOW, Champagne: 
BUBBLY-JOCK, (т) A dandy. ME 
(2) A turkey. 
BUCK. A dollar. 
BUCKED. Cheered, stimulated. 


BUCK HOUSE. Buckingham Palace, 


BUCK NAVVY. A typical muscular labourer of the uns! 


воск ‘TOOTH. А large projecting tooth, 1 


BUCK UP! (x) Try to. become more cheerful, thr y 
* " E 1 (Spe erie E 


d 
ilie 


depression, h 
| (2) Hasten, hurry! ME 
. BUCKEROO, BUCKO, A gay lad; a fellow. "Un 
BUCKET-SHOP. An office dealing in stocks and shares 
UV "NA Т, M FV pean A 
у Ln 


In 
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Tun by a person who is not a member of the London 
Stock Exchange, and consequently exempt from its rules. 
Owing to the number of swindling concerns associated 
with bucket-shops, the term has a derogatory implication. 
BUCKLE MY SHOE. Jew. (R.S.) 
BUCKLE TO, BUCKLE DOWN. Actively exert oneself; concen- 
trate on one’s job. 
BUCKSHEE. An extra, generally unexpected acquisition, 
received either as payment or a gift. 
BUDDY. Close friend. 
BUDGE, BUDGIE. Budgerigar. 
BUDGY, BUDGAREE. Excellent, first-class. (Aust.) 
BUFF, IN THE. See IN THE ALTOGETHER. 
BUFFER (gen. preceded by “ old"). Elderly man. The word 
has an implication of friendly contempt. 
BUFFLE-HEAD, A stupid person. 
BUG-HUNTER. (т) An upholsterer. (Obs.) 
(2) An entomologist. 
BUG WALK. Bed. 
BULL. (т) A drink concocted from the dregs of wine and 
spirit casks. 
(2) Half-a-crown. 
BULL AND cow. Row. (К.5.) 
BULL-DOGS. The college servants accompanying a proctor, 
who is responsible for the behaviour of undergraduates, 
М on his rounds. 
BULLFINCH. A hopeless fool. 
BULL IN A CHINA SHOP. A clumsy, ungainly person, 
BULLOCK’s HORN. Pawn. (R.S.) 
BULLOCK'S LIVER. River. (R.S.) 
BULL SESSION (PARTY), COCK PARTY, GANDER PARTY, STAG 
PARTY. One attended by men only. (See HEN PARTY.) 
BULL'S EYE. (т) A five-shilling piece. (Obs.) 
(2) A dark, sticky sweet flavoured with 
peppermint. . 
(3) The innermost circle of a target (often abb. 
j to BULL). 
BULLY BEEF, ‘Tinned meat issued extensively to the troops 
in W.W.I and II. 
BULLY (FOR you)! Good; an excellent course of action, 
BULLY-RAG. Blame loudly and violently. 
BULSH. Rubbish; showy, with no real justification, 
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BUM. (т) See BACKSIDE. 
(2) A tramp. (U.S.A.) Also ново. Е debtors 
(3) A sheriff’s officer, or bailiff, installed in a шей 
house by a creditor until the debt is 5 | 
(Also BUM-BAILIFF.) УИН Twist) 
BUMBLE. (I) n. A church beadle. (Dickens’ Oliver cart! 
(2) v. Fly slowly and clumsily and near the ў 


2 ing 51008 
PUMBLE-PUPPY. Ап old game, played with a sloping 5 
and balls. 


BUMBLING. Stupid and clumsy. k :eions from 
BUMBOAT. A small rowing-boat used to bring provision: 

the shore to ships at anchor, acts 
BUMMAREE. A fish dealer in Billingsgate Market who 

a middleman between the dealers and retailers. ng): 
BUMP OFF. Murder (esp. out of revenge, and by a ga 
BUMPTIOUS. Self-important and overbearing. A te 


key 


BUN-FIGHT, BUN-WORRY, MUFFIN-WORRY, TEA-FIGHT. 

party. 
BUNCH OF FIVES. See FIN, ne: 
BUNCH OF GRAPES WITH A CLIP ON. Bottle of champ28. 4 


d nsiti* 
BUNDLE OF NERVES, An extremely nervous and sen 
person. 


BUNDLE OFF, PACK OFF. Hurry away, get rid of. 
BUNG. (т) Landlord. 


(2) v. Throw vigorously. 
BUNG HO! Farewell, 
BUNG UP. Close, 
BUNK, DO A BUNK, v. Hurry away quickly. 
BUNKUM. Nonsense. 
BUNNY-GRUB. Green vegetables. Lew? 
BURBLE, n. & v. Foolish, Meaningless talk. (Ex. 
Carroll’s Alice through the Looking-Glass.) 
BURG. Town. (U.S.A. ho 
BURKE. Orig. to throttle (after Burke, a murderer W 
killed his victims). Met. to evade or eliminate + 
inconvenient question ete, by suppressing or ignoring 5, 
BURN A HOLE IN ONE’S POCKET. Said of money in the po59* 
sion of an extravagant and foolish person. to 
BURN ONE’S BOATS, BRIDGES, Deliberately make retrea 
Surrender impossible. 


ot 
BURN ONE'S FINGERS. Incur a financial loss which has P 


$ 


2 
SMS 


been anticipated, 
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BURN THE CANDLE AT BOTH ENDS. Live a life of excitement 
and/or dissipation, and one which consequently leads to 
exhaustion. 

Bus. Car or aeroplane. 

BUSINESS END. The effective operating end. (“ He killed the 
snake with the business end of a chopper.’’) 

BUSK. Sing and entertain in the street for money. (Orig. 
meaning, to improvise.) п. BUSKER. 

BUSMAN's HOLIDAY. One in which the holiday-maker spends 
his time watching others who are engaged in his own 
normal occupation, or participating in it. 

BUST, (т) Excl. 

(2) Penniless, bankrupt. (See BROKE.) 
(3) See ON THE BATTER. 
(4) Burst. р 

BUST uP. A violent quarrel. 

BUSY. See DICK. 

BUTCHER'S HOOK. Look. (R.S.) 

BUTT IN. Intrude, intervene. 

BUTTER-FINGERS! Clumsy, careless ! 

BUTTERFLIES (IN THE TUMMY). Tremors of fear or appre- 
hension, gen. through nervousness. 

BUTTER UP. Flatter. 

BUTTLE. Perform the duties of a butler. 

BUTTONED UP. (т) Silent, non-committal, inhibited. 

(2) Satisfactorily completed. Also wRAPPED 
UP. 

BUTTONHOLE, v. Detain for the purpose of intimate and 
private conversation. n. BUTTONHOLER. 

BUTTON LOOSE, MISSING, HAVE A. Be mentally deficient, 
though not actually mad. 

BUTTONS. А page. (From the many small buttons tradition- 
ally part of a page's jacket.) 

BUY (or BE SOLD) A PUP. Be swindled. 

BUY IT. Listen to a solution or explanation. (“Do you 
know why we left so suddenly?" “TI buy it.”) 
(See also BOUGHT IT.) 

BUZZ OFF. Hurry away. 

BY-BLOW, LOVE-CHILD, FLY-BLOW, NATURAL CHILD. An 

,. illegitimate child. 

BYE. Good-bye. 

BY GUM, By JINGO, JUPITER, JOVE, THE LORD HARRY etc. Excl, 
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BY HAND. Delivered Personally, 
BY RIGHTS. If the 


correct and proper thing were done. Pe 
BY THE SHORT HAIRS. At a complete disadvantage ; pow 
less 


BY WORD OF MOUTH, Spoken 


' aS contrasted with written, 
speech 


Fool, simpleton, 
(Obs.) 


eneric term, fre "ently preceded by “ whole”, 
for Practically any situation A у 


9r collection of objects 
, See AFFAIR, GUBBINS etc.) a 
CANTA улуус rigidly in accordance with the rum 
With a View to Causing a Maximum of dislocation an 
Inconvenience, 
CACK-HANDED, See KACK-HANDED, 
CAD, j(r) A i 


a low code of honour and despicable 


CAHOOTS. Two People `; intri ing to ether. 

CAIN AND ABEL. Table, (S) ae 

CAKE IS DOUGH Plans € have never Materialized, 

CAKES ee Pleasant living, (Ex. Shakespeare's Twelfih 
Night, ; 

CAKE-WALK, Orig, 


4 
a ne)ero dance Which became 
U.S.A. generally, ae later in England cing 
CALC'LATE, CALCULATE | Reckon, Consider, (U, 
calculate that We'll do well to 80 by plane to Ne 
CALE'S HEAD, Fool ; ji MAE 
CALIFORNIAN. Dried hárring. Jur dn P 
CALL A SPADE A SPAD {- Speak with. complete and gen _ 
Impopular—frankne S. (See MINCE MATTE ay Urea 
CALL IT A Day, Consider Period of work i 
finished, : к\т. Ай 


Popular in 
1914. «І 
A) (5: 
York. 
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CALL IT A 
GO, DE E > 9 3 
bts аз complete, Regard the matter, discussion or bargain 
ОЕ. A 
ALL OUT F. Proceed no further with the matter. 
$ i Challenge to a duel. (Obs.) 
) Summon officially to duty. 
CALL over 9 Raise one's voice. 
ON THE er BAWL OUT. Censure, rebuke. (See 
L SOMEONE’ i 
E'S BLUFF. C i 
eum and/or deception. hallenge one suspected of boasting 


MDE 
CANNED TOWN. Brown. (R.S.) 
Ы Q) Intoxicated. 
CANNON- (5), (of music). Recorded on a gramophone. 
ER, FOOD FOR POWDER. Soldiers sacrificed in 


ba 
самоо regardless of casualties. 
CAN’? вр onde; make love to. 
jr PID. Facet. ungrammatical for “ ў De. 
AY Е is impossible. g atical for “ can't be done” ; 
forbo НАТ THERE "ERE. Facet. catch-phrase: It is 
CANTER den. 
MEDAL, (т) One alleged to have been awarded for 
nothing more exciting than service 
С ( in ап official canteen. 
ANY 2) Food splashed on clothing. 
CANVAS ^ French-Canadian. 3 
CAN yoy OWN. A large-scale encampment: 
Cap, QU BEAT IT! Excl. of astonishment. 
Urpass ; go beyond. ( This announcement caps 


(See 


Cape 4599 ROUND THE HAT.) 
CAPR SM GOOD Hope. Soap. (R-S-) : , 
САЪт, oe A cloudy, very powerful brandy. (S. Africa.) 
CARD COOK. Book. (R.5) \ 
A A QUEER CARD, an eccentric, odd sort of person; 
A COOL camp, one who makes unjustifiable demands ; 
À KNOWING carp, an artful one; А LOOSE CARD, а 
" NG CARD (many card 
Cg es) is oi oint in an argument. 
= R MN, A FIG, A RAP, 
Care anything 


туш 


' 8 merely political nominee. (U.S.A.) 
CARPET-KNIGHT, О 


ne knighted for non-military reasons. 


H a. 
- Red hair; a red-haired person. 
CARROTY, GINGER. 


1 arge car, with long side seats, A 

CARRY COALS то rey Undertake futile and yi 
fluous Work ; Convey goods etc. to a place Wheres ike 
are plentiful and unneeded (Newcastle being one o 


Xcl. of astonishment. 

Continue Working at, de es 

Indulge in prolonged emotional grief 
censure, 


Behave in 4 foolish 
CARRY ONr's B, 


ire 
S 2. 2t throughout an еріт 
; Iemaining not Out at the end. 
CARRY ONE’ 


* Convince 9ne's opponent. 
CARRY THE BANNER, С 
in 


h Д 5 
О serve an ideal one believe 
CARRY THE CA 


N. Bear the chief burden of blame. 
CARRY THREE RED LIGHTS. Be intoxicated, 
CARVING-KNIFE, Wife, (R.S.) 
CASABIANCA, One 


ful and fearless at E 
Pe of success has gone: 


] asabianca, the boy who 
perished with the burnin Ship, / 


CASANOVA. A 


1 Ttine, (Casanova, Venetian adventure! 
1725-98), was Notorious for his nu 
CASE A JOINT, Secret: Sui 


1S numerous love affairs) 
Ып стеу survey а building in order to asses 
the Possibilities of its being burgled. 
CASB-HARDENED 


rompt advantage ofa 
CAST IN A PERSON’ 


financia] Opportunity: 
S TEETH, Taunt With past errors and faults: — 
CAST-IRON CASE. A legal action Ог argument 
irrefutable evidence. 


Supported by 
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CAST x | 
js NASTURTIUMS. Cast aspersions, make unpleasant innu- 
cag пов. (Facet.) 
RE EYES, MAKE SHEEP's EYES. Give foolish and 
tüve sidelong gl. t 
[o g glances at. 
SNACKS, Sheer. 
Cap СОП. MERCHANT. Surgeon, doctor. 
(I) v. Vomit. Also SHOOT THE CAT. 
(2) n. Abb. cat o' nine tails, the g-thonged leather 
lash still used, though rarely, to punish violent 
(3) AIRE Also NINE-TAILED BRUISER. 
CAT. D. A spiteful woman. М 
Dos LIFE. One of constant quarrelling, between 
CATO) a man and wife. i 3 
i. Derisive cries made by an audience to indicate 
CAT ‘sapproval, 
CAT-N Ap Any non-alcoholic drink, but gen. tea. — 
Cap суи FORTY winks, NINE winks. A short, light sleep. 
Car oy MOUNTAIN. Wild cat; panther or leopard. 
tension, BRICKS, LIKE A. In a state of acute nervous 
Cats? n, { 
s ort A chorus of mixed and discordant noises, 
CATS aw hose made by mating cats at night. 
` (1) A light breeze, just rufiling the surface of the sea. 
S py, (2) See PIGEON. 
Сат” x ШАМА», CAT's WHISKERS. Superb, supremely good. 
ISKERS, (т) The thin wire that made contact Me 
the crystal in the earliest type 0 
Carp ( wireless set. 
Y, c 2) See CAT’S PYJAMAS. 
nd DB. Spiteful, sneering. See САТ (3). ! 
Such .SCOVer, encounter. (“ You won't catch me doing 
Cate 4 & thing!” 
light M (Rowing. Dip an oar into the water too 
Ca ck So that it jerks out again, flinging the rower 
Tox As ads, or too deeply, so that it jams. d 
formalit OR CAN. A struggle in which all rules an 


Cane i i i 
H SS are ignored. (Wrestling.) 

Car ресей TAR. Find oneself confronted by an unex- 
CR pp У Powerful opponent. 


з 

улт PING, TRIPPING, NAPPING: CATCH OFF ONE 

3 disag WITH ONE's TROUSERS DOWN. Confront when а 
advantage, 


* 


n entering college etc 
‘ aS a guarantee of good behaviour. 
CAVE. (2 5 


CHAIN STORE, On 


\ Prices under the 
CHALK FARM. f, 


1 ass from the OSSession o; 
t of another. E pH 
ЕТУ Е ONE’ 
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CATCH IT. Get into trouble ; 


CATCH ON (LIKE WILDFIRE) 
CATCH ON THE Hop, 


Opportunity, ; 
CATCH OUT. Discover mistaken ; 


NG 


receive censure or blame. 
- Become popular. rable 
Surprise; take advantage of a favou 


; expose. | 
CATCH-PENNY., 


Ctive ; easil 


Y remembered (app, to a tune): 
Violinist 


(1) A kind of firework, л 

(2) А somersault turned sideways am 

CAULIFLOWER EAR. Enlarged and disfigured ear ca 
through boxing. 

"CAUSE, 'coz,. Because, 


CAUTION, CURE, An €ccentric char 


In some special direction, (Se 
CAUTION MONEy. As 


\ 

УП.) Beware. Lat., Juv.) 

CAVE IN; Co) lapse Suddenly. s) 

CAVENDISH, A brand of tobacco, Sweetened with molasse 
(Origin of word unknown.) 

CAVORT, CAVORTLE Prance ; 


move with fantastic and 


a worthless horse, 
T. One hundred 


Per cent (i.e: froo for each 
CERT, п, Certainty, 


e of a number of sho 
sam 


1 
ardized Lin, oods at 
stan diz PS selli: е g 


e proprietorship. 


Een. favourable) note: 


: Accept a risk. . 1 
ned and helpless by having 
the side and arm of one's 
tha | 

(9 © NOTE, TUNE: SING ANOTHER or A ту NT 
TUNE. Alter Т iour or ar, А DIFTEREN 
por пе 5 behaviour or attitude; gen, show 
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CH 
oe Fellow, person. (Chapman, a merchant.) 
3 ("Chane CRESTFALLEN. Ashamed, depressed, cast down. 
Chaps” in this case are cheeks, which sag under a 
en Sudden rebuke etc.) 
AR. (t) Tea. 
(2) Charwoman, one who does household duties at 
an hourly wage. 
[o А уфуаве з 
ACTER: Orig. applied to an eccentric person, HOW 
(Ss TES to any individual. (See CAUTION.) 
OR eie cross. Horse. (R.S.) 
CHA LEY. A night-watchman. (Obs.) 1 
ko CHASE ME CHARLIE! Excl. or invitation. (Almost 
S, 
© 
СЕА. А second drink to “ chase down ” the first. 
EPUM YOURSELF. Go away. (See GET OUT.) 
Cary Very small potatoes. 
Оох, СНАТТЕКРІЕ, СНАТТЕК 
ne who is continually talking. 
CH. ШУ, 8 
ERN Verbose, talkative. 
BACON, COUNTRY  BUMPKIN, 


MAG, CHATTERMAGPIE, 


JOSKIN, HAYSEED. A 


On yokel. 
Some Despicable and worthless. J 
P SKATE. A despicable person. ам 
ecori 


CHECK IN, OUT; CLOCK IN, OUT; SIGN ON, OFF. I 
time of arrival and departure at work, by signing a book, 
Gaede Ching а card etc. 5. К { 
CHEE UP (ON). Make certain by checking. 

К, FACE, BRASS, GALL, NERVE, NECK, SAUCE. 

effrontery. 
CHEB’ SAUCY. Impudent. 

RO, CHEERIO, CHEERY-BYE, P 
CHEER AE terms of farewell. 
Canin ү, Excl. of pleasure. 

[Gs Pd See TARE HEART: 
CHEE: E, THE. Absolutely correct. 
SIEESE AND Kisses. Mrs. (R.S). 
CESECAKE, Photograph, intriguingly 5 
cum ЙБ or film star. 
unu OFF. See BROWNED OFF. 
снр SP It! Stop; cease talking... i 

SEPARING, d. Meanly and foolishly economical. 
E-TOASTER. Sword. ! 

є. A 


Impudence, 


[9 
IP-PIP, SO LONG, TOODLE-OO. 


emi-dressed, of a 
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CHEMMY. Chemin-de-fer, a card game. 

CHERRY RIPE. Pipe. (R.S.) ; 

CHESTNUT, JOE MILLER. An old, stale anecdote or joke. 

CHEWED UP. Exhausted. 

CHEW OVER. Consider at leisure. 

CHEW THE RAG, FAT. Grumble, complain. 

CHICK. Child. 

CHICKEN-FEED. А trivial sum, not enough to be worth 
consideration, 

CHICKEN-HEARTED, -LIVERED, 

CHICKEN PERCH. Church. 

CHIEF COOK AND. BOTTLE-WASHER. See HEAD соок. 

CHI-IKE. А call, greeting. 

CHILD'S PLAY, Extremely easy. 

CHIME IN. See TUNE IN. 

CHIME IN WITH, Be in accordance with ; agree with. 

CHIMNEY-POT, Hat. (See TOPPER (1).) . 

CHIMP. Chimpanzee, 

CHIN-CHIN | greeting or farewell. 

CHIN-MUSIC, n. Talk, but with an oratorical effect. 

CHIN UP, TAILS Up, Exhortatio 


ntobe courageous and cheerful. 
CHINWAG, v. & n. Talk or gossip. 
CHINA. (I) Pal. 


(2) Plate. \ 
ү ыгы, TA who fought with General Wingate in Burma, 
CHINK. (1) A Chinaman, 


(2) Money. ; 
CHIP. Tease, 


CHIP IN. Interrupt ; break into a conversation. 
CHIP ON THE SHOULDER, Permanent ang pri i 

Tivate grievance. 
CHIPS. A carpenter, E 81 


Cowardly, feeble. 
(К.5.) 


CHIRPY, Sprightly, happy, 
CHISEL. Cheat, swindle М 
CHIT, (3 A young girl. 

(2) A short note, 
CHIT-CHAT, Trivial conversation. 
RR hase, hustle. 

A-BLOC, CHi 
Gene HOCK FULL 


à ds i ош) full. 
à encased in с ocolate, 

CHOKE opp. Tm. 

CHOKE А Rebuff, dismiss, 


high stiff collar, 
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HOKEY. Prison, 


CH Б " 

Gee EE Difficult to please or satisfy. 

CHop дар, exchange. 

Chops, J CHANGE. Alter one’s opinion constantly. 

* Jaws 

С . 

HORTLE. A combination of Chuckle and Snort. (Portman- 
teau word ex. Lewis Carroll’s Alice through the Looking- 
lass.) (See PORTMANTEAU WORD.) 

OU N PEOPLE. The Jews. 

SE. Б Swindle. 
: Hood. (Chinese.) 
c 
NRISTMAS EVE. Believe. (R.S) 

HUC Severe and persistent ; very tiresome. 
3 A A term of endearment. (Obs.) 

2) Throw violently. мү. 

CHU (3) Abandon. GET THE CHUCK. Be dismissed, a 
CKER-OUT. A man specially employed to eject aur oe 
otherwise undesirable people from a public-house or pia 

entertainment. 

“HUCKING-ouT TIME. The hour of compulsory departure 

Suess a public house. 

С ОГ THROW ONE’S HAND IN. 

Ed Eames, when one's hand 

c playing. 3 ; 

= ог V M S UEIGHI ABOUT: E OUT ONE'S 
EST. Aggressively assert one's authority: М 

СК OVER, ES Sven Abruptly end a partnership or 

UP, THROW UP. Give up, relinquish. 3 

E UP, THROW UP THE OMA Cease to oppose, admit 

efeat. (Boxi 

CHUCK; (Boxing) 

EHEAD. Stupid person. 

Е D PAL п. А ЕЕ friend. a. CHUMMY, PALLY. 

©ң IN Wir. Share a room With. — . 4 

CHUN UP wits. Make friends or live with. 


CHOSE 
CH 


Give up as hopeless. 
has become no longer 


CHU 


POWA 25 

CH silly person. 

cae оғ woop, No good. (R-S) ү. A clay pipe 
RCHWARDEN, LONG CLAY, YARD OF CLAY: 


With a 1 ‘Almost obs.) 
[v ong stem. (Almc 
RURCRYARj Bi a A persistent, та 


CINCH 1 , 
VD A 1 (U.S.A- ) ZU 
Ооа EO о Sew one ending at midnig 


sping cough. 
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CIRCS. Circumstances. 


CIVVIES. Civilian clothes, as Opposed to service uniform. 
CIVVY STREET (= Civilian Str 


eet). Civilian life after service 
in the Forces, 

CLACK, Chatter noisily. 
CLAM, OYSTER. A shell-fish, s 


use asking Mary, she'll sh 
CLAMBER-DOWN, Beer. 


CLANGER. See FLOATER (1). 
CLAPPER, Tongue. 


CLAP EYES ON. Behold, see, 
CLAP IN IRONS. Confine with 


ymbol of silence, (“It's no 
ut up like a clam.") 


(Old-£.) 


handcuffs etc. (Naut.) 
CLAPTRAP. Mere talk ; canting, meaningless speech, 
CLARET. Blood. (Boxing, old-f.) 
CLASS, GLASSY. Aris 


tocratic, “ Superior "'. 
CLAWHAMMER COAT. An old- 


ashioned morning-coat divided 
at the back, 

CLEAN, Absolutely, (“He got clean away.’’) 
` CLEAN As А WHISTLE. Abs, 


olutely clean, 


en, temporarily, frequently as the 
(1) Improve the 


CLEANED OUT. Penniless, E 


result of gambling. 
CLEAN Up, 


morals of 4 community by а 


campaign, Р 
(2) Make a Profit, gen. on a single transaction. 
» „( We cleane 
CLEAR AS MUD, Ob: 


d up £100 on the deal.’’) 

€ phrase is also ironically used. 
= GET орт, 

ў emove all encumbrances before taking 
action. (R.N. Ship’s decks Were cleared of all 
inflammable and non-essential objects before beginning. 
у ast RSENS, RARITY, SMART ALEC, A self- 
\ ег, Obviously Pleased by his o brilliance. 
CLINCHERY A final and irrefutable RE ПО ends а | 
CLINK. Prison. 


CLIPPIE, 
CLIPPING, 


CLO, AKAN 
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A bus conductress. | 
(т) Excellent, first-class. 
(2) A newspaper cutting. 


D-DAGGER PLAY. An old-time melodrama full of 


fi 2] 
Сов аб and adventure. 


Useless rubbish. 


» OUT. See CHECK IN. 


Crop, 
CLOS OFRER. A heavy-footed labourer or farm-worker. 


SE Я 
Clos NEAR. Stingy, mean. 


AS 


A KENTISH OYSTER. Taciturn. (See CLAM.) 


LOSE 
SE SHAVE, CLOSE CALL, CLOSE THING. A very narrow 
Chop ape. д 
CLOTir Оо], idiot 
CLOTHRG pe, The clergy. 
Спор PEGS. Legs. (R.S.) 
Clove jon "Sins : v. Strike such abet Also CLUMP. 
L state of luxury and/or comfort. . 
ee WITHOUT A easy SEND irresponsible or уа 
ne MUDDLE-HEADED.) ( That country bumpkin simply 
uy ett a ue) 
ШУ: (т) See CLOUT. Күт 
бу (2) Put heavy soles on shoes or D00: 
(2) v. Steal. 


Солт (2) n. Pocket. (Almost obs.) 


ND i R.S. 
COKE. Broke, penniless. ¢ S C Ee 


COAL 

S (Theat.) A part full o 
iu. p xc) i dering of 

E лок. васе or denoran а E 

S ? A 
Conny CLEAR, THE. There is no one in sight, or to interfere. 
совр, А friend. (Aust. NY 
аы PUNCH. Ge ede) eae flavoured with vinegar and 

Coc ale. 
A COCKALORUM, COCK-ROBIN, cock-spARROW. Terms © 


coc cet. endearment. v 
xA HOOP. Pleased with oneself 5 aggressive 
(On BULL story. A fantastic and inc 
Соск Sin of phrase uncertain.) 
Cog AND HEN. Ten. (RS) 
(^ SNOOK, MAKE A LONG NOSE, 


сос 


зам 


ly triumphant. 
redible Story. 


EEN ANNE'S 


A QU. € 
MAKE A Q thé nose 


(obs). Extend the fingers and thumb from 


її derision. 
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COME UNDONE, UNGUMMED, UNSTUCK. Fail; go wrong 
plans or schemes E y 

COME UP SMILING, Regain one 
after disaster, (Boxing.) 

COMETHER (Come hither i 
I) n. An invitin glance, 7 ise 
5 V. PUT THE heen ON. Deliberately OO 

attraction for the Opposite sex with an imp! 
invitation, 

COMEY. Comfortable. 1 epre- 

COMMERCIAL, A commercial traveller, one travelling as 20.8 i 
sentative or salesman of a firm (more Ben. TRAVELLE 

COMMO. Communication trench. (W.W.L) liché 

COMMON-OR-GARDEN. rdinary, Commonplace. (A c The 
originating j i for nature-lovers, e.g. 
common or garden snail.) an (see 

COMMUNITY ү Organized collective singing. 
SING-SONG (1).) 

COMP. Compositor., 

COMPREE ? Comprenez ? 

CON. See pro, (2 

CONAN DOYLE. Boil, (К.5.) A 

CONCERN. Almost anything referred to. (“The whole co: 
cern looks Wrong to me." 

CONCERT PITCH. i 


е 
T tate of efficiency; (Thea 
final tuning Үр of a musical į 

concert.) 


nce 
S cheerfulness and confide 


Do you understand ? (Fr.) 


CONFRU: STICATE, 


und! An €xpression of anger, 
nfidence trick, an old 


down Completely. 
ў . The ha; ; poli i 
CONSTITUTION yz 29 Polished kernel x t 


d 
AL. dail б 

constitution), wy walk ( 
CONTINUA: 


he horse-chestnut. i үй 
the good of one d 


1 
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E + А 
: рушту MAN, GIRL. (Cinema.) One whose business it 
to ensure that there are no lapses in details of dress, 
CONEY etc. 
Соо! БУШ: Practically any kind of mechanism. 


Соо; - 
Gooien. БУ: (App. principally to accounts.) 
OOK A Ruined, destroyed. Р 
А PERSON's Goose. Bring to ruin, destroy. 
Coor ome cooked Brown's goose-") 
Coor po >» CUSTOMER. See CARD. 
Coop. WN. Become calm after а 
R. Prison. 
Goo. А S HEELS. See KICK ONE'S HEELS: 
Coop" A, fellow, man. (U.S.A. Abb. for racoon.) 
co-op, Prison. (U.S.A) 
COOPER Co-operative Society. 
COOPERED ut ao and half porter. 
- Mined. { : 
E n simpleton. (After an unintelligent bird of that 
a y See BALD AS A COOT. 
I) v. Catch, capture. 
сор (2) See copper. 
Cop гу. Receive punishment. 
T. Become unconscious, die. k 
) EEDLE. angry, an y 
"pss COP, Kuss dae PEELER, BOREYA р 
Copp OLE, BLUE-BELLY, JOHNNY DARBIES. Polici UM 
3 S NARK, NARK. A police-detective ; & crim ( 
Copp Operates with the police. 
( PPER-Nop, COPPER-TOP. А red-headed person m WEE 


e 5 
OPFER NOSE, A drunkard. (Ex. his red and in 


© 

Soe бе UD 

ИА а сусе. 

as ы Em Spoilt through а faulty cork. 
| 6) ТИ frustrated, Xr Е И 

сен А ators (oes шу excellent person, 


Or an astonishing event. 


(“ Smith 


n emotional storm. 


oyed. 


(After the corgi, а 


В ly. 

An urgently-needed and plentiful supply: 

(The Bible Story of Joseph in Egypt.) 

CORNS AND BUNIONS. Onions. (К.5.) 

CORNSTALK, young Australian 

CORNY. Out-of-date, h 
RN. 


5 jes 
ackneyed, stale. (Of jokes, stor! 


5 ime 
Worthless young idler who spends his tim 

eet corners, 4 f nigger _ 
CORNER MAN, The end Performer in a troupe o 
minstrels, (Obs.) 


A protruding stomach. ie 
IVER, REVIVER. A strong, stimulating drink. 
on & v, A rt, i 
COSH-Roy, 


sho; heavily weighted stick. 
young delinquent who uses a cosh. 


T › & small upright one, 

COTTON ох то, Attach oneself to. cia- 

COUGH-DROP, FAIR Ке ые ӘЗ, CT term of appre 
tion for an outstanding Personality, 

COUGH IT up, Ce COME CLEAN, 


ney. 

0. 
Do not Care at all. 
Trousers, 


ountrified person. 
€ aristocrac. 
Snobbishi 1 y 


uming the Supposed manners and 

Speech of the above, 

COUNTY chop. “ПГ Cut close to the skull, once the custom 
in County Prisons, 

COUPLA 


(Obs;) | 1 
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T Cha 
Coy: р, fellow. P 
p FOR. Help someone by concealing or rectifying 


Cow. SP CALF. Laugh. (R.S) 


GREASE, 
COW-TUICE, E 
thes A lock of hair greased and flattened down on 


athe forehead. (Almost obs.) 


ae N'S COW. 
SC ON TAIL. See SIMPSON 
eoi AND CALVES. The worn uneven teeth of an e sum 
CRAB E CUSTARD | Coward. A juv.sterm of contempt 
V. Spoil, upset. 
каве: 5) Ап ADI person (gen. prec. by old). 
RACK 258: Boots, shoes. 
- (1) A witty retort. 
(2) a. & n. First-class, expert. 
(3) A smart blow. 
Racy ? BOTTLE. Open a bottle of wine. 
CRACK ^ CRIB. Break into a house. 
CRACKED VN. Reprimand. 
ud CRACKERS. Mad. 
CRACKER See BREAK-JAW. 
©вАске ү А crazy person. 
CKSMAN, Burglar: 
* UP. (1) Praise highly. ) m 
CRAD (2) Deteriorate under strain Or 1 
Crans SNATCHER. See BABY-SNATCHER. Mos 
Give special and intensive training for an exar ы 
.Cpa CRAMMER. CRAMMER’S PUP. The crammet = pud 
aa SOMEONE's STYLE. Curtail or impede 25 е 5 
CRAN - An eccentric person (or an feccen н y). 
газ Eccentric and frequently irritable. 
a DA i whose driver is 
ER. А slow-moving, disengaged тош Е 
cran, ШеваПу—Јоіќегіпе in the hope of pic g do end 
s ROMPERS, A comprehensive garm 
mall children. ( 
CRAWLING. Covered with lice or other venu x s 
EATE: Make a fuss, a disturbance., (See ys 
REATURE comrorts. Food and drink ап pung 


Physical comforts. 


с 


ealth. 


r and horror. 
(1) n. Any crawling insect. 


Neat ne. 
(2) a. The feeling induced by о 
CRESTFALLEN, See CHAPFALLEN., 

CRI. The Cri 


Criterion Restaurant or Theatre. 
CRIB. (т) A book gi 


Sensations of fea; 


laz 
rans 
giving the answers to problems, oe the 
tions. v. Use such a book, or copy 
answers of another student. 
(2) A Iesidence, (See CRACK A CRIB.) 
CRIBBAGE-FACE. See. POKER-FACE, 
CRIKEY |, CRIPES| Exc] of astonishment. 
CROAK, (1) Die, 
(2) Prophesy Pessimistically, 
CROAKER, (1) A dvi 


ying person. у 
A confirmed pessimist, 
CROCK. Anyo; 


d 
h itate 
ne or anything permanently ea 
through old age or infirmity, (See orb crock. 

K up, ecome ill, or unfit for 

CROCODILE, i 


further work. irls" 
line of people, walking 
Schoo], 


1 
in pairs, as at a E 
CROCODILE TEARS, Hypocritical e 
the belief that crocodi 
travellers 


ecome victims.) 
A close friend. 
CROOK i 


a dishonest Person, 
ROOKED As 


hy: 
А CAMMOCK, Utterly untrustwort 
cammock is a Crooked s 

CROOK оуу. LBOW, Dri 


taff with a curved end.) 
E'S Е too much, 
CROSSBOY, See ox THE CROSS; 
CROSS мү HEART, [ Swear I am Speaking the truth. 
CROSS-Parcyy. A ba, -tempered Person, 
CROW OVER. Triumph Over, 
CROWN, Hit over the 
CRUMB: See CRUST 2) 
CRUMMy- 


head, 


t 
AEN sentimenta] Passion (gen. on the pat 
of an adolesce 

CRUSE ra Ог an older Person), 
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CRUST. (т) Effrontery, nerve. 

CRUS (2) Dilution of the excl Christ? (Also CRUMBS.) 
RE Ill-tempered. 

cry 48У. Опе who weeps over trifles. (Derog:) 


BARLEY, Ask for a truce. 
БЕТ COCKLES. Be hanged. 
CRY E Ask for money. f 4 
CRY b Refuse to carry out an undertaking or promise. 
CRY o S EYES OUT. Cry excessively. A ^ 
coc MILK. Lament about something that 1s 
ond restoring or repairing. 
CRY Quits. once an rata or quarrel, or a bargain, 
CRY сп Equal terms. 1 
STINKING FISH. Belittle what normally one would praise 
Cu, md family, friends or possessions. 
CUBBY o, Сосшпђег. ‘al 
EE A small cupboard or space for special pos- 
Ç . 
UCKoo, (т) A term of reproach, gen. affectionate. 
(2) A crazy, silly person. 


Cup 
CURRY * A donkey. (North country.) 
cu negro. 

mid (1) A fool. 


(2) A friend, mate. 
dmother. 


al or desired. 


БК, CUP a. (Lit. à 
(5) РА tea. 1 

PRATE’S EGG, К ect pud. (Ex. a celebrated os: 
Cong Bunch.) 


+ See CAUTION. d officiousness: 


ologue from a. 


AIN BY 
LECTURE. A long, grumbling Mas Jerrold’s Mrs. 


с pub. jn Punch.) 


USHIO 
с 'N-SMITER. L-DODGER. ЖА 
i th t Be Sad. (^ Simpson's got & cushy job in 
Cus, he Air Ministry.") 
(1) Curse. р Тапса 
USSD A person, fellow, of RA RO ee 
ay 2 syll), a. Perverse, obstina © cool OF 
“Stoner, ho "unusual individual (gen. Рт: by 
Weer ; occasionally any individual): 
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CUT. (I) A social grade or level. 
his wife.'") 

(2) A share, gen. o 

CUT A DASH, FIGURE, SHI 
Way, or like someone important, 


CUT AND COME AGAIN. Advice to help oneself liberally ’ 
there is ample. 

CUT AND RUN 

CUTAWAY. A 


CUT CAPERS. D: 


; and irregularly. a 
CUT DEAD. Utterly ignore a one-time vun а> 
mark of dislike 


e 
( George is а cut abov' 


Í commission or profits. 
NE. Dress or behave in a showy 


Or contempt and a desire to end any 
friendship. 

CUT Down. Retrench, Teduce, 

CUT IN. 


Interrupt 
CUT IT FINE, Leave very little time to spare, 
minimum. 
CUT NO ICE, Convince no one, mak 
In neg. 
CUT OF ONE's yr. One's genera] a Naut.) 
1 earance. aut. 
CUT OFF. (I) v. Disconnect len | 


n-‏ چ 
a teleph ing a СО‏ 
versation. Phone dur: g‏ 

(2) (be 


a 
reduce to 


5 
€ no difference, (Alway' 


Cut off) Die, Sen. suddenly and 02% 
expectedly, 
D а Isolated. 
4) (U.S.A) Short cut 
CUT aa А SHILLING, Disinheriteq. (Lit. left only 
cn ng, ide, Prevent the legatee Claiming that his nam 
„accidentally Omitted from the will.) 
cur ONE's EYE TEETH, i eXperience, ` 
CUT ONE's LOSSES. Put an end to an unfortunate specula" 
NI tion to avoid further losses, 
CUT D OWN ок STICKS. See сот AND IRUN: a re 
TOES T. Injure Oneself in trying to inju 
T Our. Inten dj i d 
actor”) ded by aaor ETE S Cut out for 4F 
CUT À 
кб СОМЕ то THE 'OSSES. Leave ont thé 
matters a story and come to 
CUT THE PAIN 


the part that 
i TER, Depart, N: Е +. thei 
коре Attaching a Vessel ы the ШЕ EN ә ЧАН 
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CUTTHROAT. (r) n. Murderer. 
(2) a. Reduced to a minimum of profit. 
(* We're selling these goods at cut-throat 
prices.) 
(I) A short clay pipe. 
(2) A short, stunted girl. 
cur yp , 9) & Short. 
cur сЕ ROUGH, RUSTY. Become angry and offensive. 
VP WELL. Die leaving a considerable fortune. 
(т) Sharp, clever. 
(2) Generally attractive. (App. to a girl.) n. CUTEY. 
S.A) 


Curry, 


D 


gu H H 
» DABSTER. Expert. (He's a dab at swimming.) 


Da Б 
iy, pu 5 Fingerprints. 
Dacg 2: Drunk and disorderly. 
DApp Twopence. 
Darren’ бее FIN. 
- (x) Daffodil. (Also DAFF.) 

DAFT 80 Crazy. (Also DAFT.) 
Daga. © DAFFY (2). : 

GGLE-TAIL, ae Slovenly, untidy. (Of а 


able to her skirt.) 


DAGO 
Dar, An Italian or Spaniard. (Gen. derog.) 
ЧҮ. A domestic ume Who comes each day. (See 
Da; CHAR (2 
(Loosely app. to 


ü DOZEN, Regular physical exercises. 
Damy Y daily task.) 
ү мап. Tail (R.S) 


AT 
i iB, An attractive girl. ^ 
Daisy. 2) (U.S.A.) Ham, if boneless ; smoked pork. 
Arsy OSHING. See PUSHING UP THE DAISIES. 
Roots. Boots. (R. 


S.) 
Cost, expense. (See WHAT'S THE DAMAGE ?) 


' DAMN. (т) Damned. , 
8 An utterly negligible amount. ааа 
A neg.) Also, TUPP’NY DAMN. ( $i 
care a tupp ny damn what you Say. 
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DAMMIT! Excl. - 

DAMN ALL. Nothing, none. 

DAMN WELL, SOON, etc. Used as emph. 


inexperienced: 
DAMP OI WET BEHIND THE EARS. Young and inexperienci 
(See UNLICKED.) 


ы ‹ d 
DAMPER. A check to gaiety and optimism, (“ The E 
Woman’s arrival put a damper on the party.") 
WET BLANKET.) 
DANCE ATTENDANCE ON. Attend 


› Officiously and with exag- 
gerated humility. 


Customer who decamps without pays 
or his meal, (From the hero of a pop. song, еа: 
IQth cent, - 
DANDY. Splendid, admirable, 
| DANG ME | 


DANG MY BUTTONS! Excl. (Obs.) 
DANNOcks, Hedging gloves. 
DAN TUCKER, Butter. (R.S.) 
- DARBIES, See BRACELETS, 
- Defiance, challenge, Also v. 
DARK. Prison. 
DARK HORSE, 


One whose Possibilities or powers are unknown 
(Racing) 
DARKIE. Ne 


BIO, Or a very dark-faced man 
DARN, DARNED Evasion ‘of Damn. 

DASH! Excl, Polite evasion of Damn. 
DASHING, Sho , brilliant. 

DASH Orr, (x) 


ave suddenly and hurriedly, 
(2) Write or draw quickly, 
Dim (ni & hy, A definite Appointment to meet (esp. 
the opposite Sex), ) 
(2) v. Suggest а Past fashion or Style. (Derog: 
. (“That old Play dates badly.) 
DAVY. See ALFRED DAVY 


\ Я mythical Spirit of the sea. (Nau 3) , 
DAVY JONES LOCKE is equally mythical chest at the | 


DA ER THE FAIR. Just too late to be of any use. 
DAYLIGHT ROBBERY. An extortionate charge, ^ 

DAY OF RECKONING, A time when justice will be done. 
DB. Damn bad, (Theat.) К 


i 
4 


П 


DEER Artful, cunning. 
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DEAD d 
DEAD ANS BEAT, BROKE, TIRED etc.). Completely, utterly. 
DEAD AS A D T. Utterly opposed to. 
(ee Gs ORNATE, AS THE DODO, AS MUTTON. Emph. dead 
DEAD CE solete) : 
DEADER RT. An absolute certainty. 
: o A corpse. 
DE 2 funeral. (Mil. 
^D HAND. (1) An m 
(2) Influence and tradition surviving after the 
death of a partner or proprietor, generally 
DEAD-HEAD to the detriment of the business. 
DEADLY-LIV. (Theat.) One who has not paid for his seat. 
AD me. DEAD-AND-ALIVE. Dull and unexciting. 
EAD NUTS. See COLD MEAT. 
DEAD ox S ON. Extremely interested in or attached to. 
DEAD BAN, SLAP ON, SHARP ON, TIME. Absolutely punctual. 
DEAD SET. See POKER FACE. 
DEAD стос A determined effort. I 
Stoo Farm implements and machinery. Opp. LIVE 
a : 5 
apie WORLD, TO THE WIDE. 
DEAD w lous of what is happening. 
DEAD AME That left in the wake of a ship. 
EAR(y) Den. Inert weight as of a dead body. . 
of s E! The mildest of all exclamations, gen. indicative 
DEATH: Urprise or distress. 
“BELL, PASSING BELL. 


Unconscious, completely Г 


Church bell tolling for a death. 


ebutante. 
» V. Remove the trousers of. 


dem, i 
Da j MOnstration against an unpopul 
NK. rite or speak in terms of complete and gen. 


dero, Н 5 a 
Б. candour, ignoring all glamour, tradition and hero 
ї Я Gi ПС new biography of Dickens completely 
DECE tee 'unks him.) 
DECK, | Pleasant and of good character. 
KER (U.S.A,) Pack of cards. 
Decoy . Deck hand (employee). (Naut.) 

A MD A lure; an inducement to lead the unwary 
DEEp to a trap. 


DER 
Be (Common as а Univ. 


ar undergraduate.) 


б d when deer- 


Sa A close-fitting cloth hat use 
"а пе and shooting. (Old-f.) 
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DEFINITELY, Certainly, assuredly. 
DEKKO, n. & v, 


2 B ee 
A glance, to glance at. (Hindustani.) (S 
TAKE A DEKKO 


DELIVER THE GOODS. Do what is ex) 
Woman of doubtful m 


DEMI-REP, oral repute. 
On; discha; 


тее from the Forces. 
convict or bushranger, (Aust.) (ОР) oft 
Almost Supernaturally excellent. (“ Georg: 
a demon at bowling.” ў ег 
(Орр. Promote.) Remove from a higher to a low! 
Position, esp. in the Forces 


DERBY. (U, -A.) Bowler hat. 
DERBY KELLY, 


G 


pected or required. 


e 
The Eighth Army, whose chief battles wer 
fought in Africa, (W.W.IL) 


DEVIL, Perform Toutine or 


hack work for. (Legal.) 
L) A BIT. Not i 


violent argument. 
ALL. verything. б cK 
DEVIL-DODGER, CUSHION-SMITER, BIBLE-PUNCHER, BLA 
PILOT, PULPIT-TH 
religion 


UMPER. A minister 0 


Extremely, (Emph.) 
Y-CARE, ady, Reckless and headstrong, 
DEVIL’s BEDPOST. Four of clubs, 
DEVIL’s BONES, TEETH, ice. 
DEVIL’s CANDLESTICKS, A kind of fun 
DEVIL’s COACH-HORSE, A lar, 
DEVIL’s DELIGHT, A terri 
DOZEN, 


4 K. Exceptionally 800d or bad luck. 

DEVIL’s PATERNOSTER, n. Grumble, 

PLAYTHINGS » BOOK, Playing cards. 
АТТОО, Tumming impatiently with the fingers OD | 

а table etc, 

© HINDMOsT. Let the 1 

. Whatever fate 

IL 


) A 
ast to arrive suffer 

٤ may Overtake him. 
(DEUCE) To PAY: Serious trouble, disaster, 
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DIAL, DIAL-PIECE, MUG. Face. 
DIALS, THE. The Seven Dials area, between Charing Cross 
D and Oxford Street. 

RU Money. 

ES BUSY, SPLIT, "TEC. Detective. 

CKER, DIC, Dictionary. Т i 
PICKENS, THE, Excl. Shortened form of Devilkins, dim. of 
pigs AU. See WHAT THE DEUCE. 

КҮ. (т) Slightly unwell. 
(2) An additional seat in the back of a car. 
DIC (3) A starched shirt-front worn by waiters etc. 
б: Child’s name for any bird. 
Dip SAM. A native of Liverpool. 

mm Cheat; deceive on a small scale. 
um. j 
MEHR, п. а a. One whose opinions remain fixed and 

unchanged by time. : 
UN HARNESS, 4 ONE’S BOOTS. 
D active, 
Dip, AUGHING. See LAUGH ONE'S HEAD OFF. 
D Difference. 
Оссо SELF IN. Establish oneself firmly. 

GGE An Australian. 

Digs RS. Spades (in a pack of cards). 

Dp; PIGGINGs. Lodgings. 

Diy LALLY. Hesitate, loiter. 

Diy PlM-Wrrrep. Slow, stupid. |. 1 

VIEW, TAKE A, Hold a low opinion of. 

Dine ay of the present Government. ) 

Dae музом) (USA) A. CHO and sensational exhibition. 
INE NOVEL, Equiv. in U.S.A. of the British PENNY 


Die while at work or still 


( We take a 


D i 
INGBATS, (Aust) (x) Slightly crazy- 
DIN (2) Delirium tremens. 
Kum, (т) Hard work. \ 1а 
(2) (Aust.) a. Genuine, honest, 6000. 


DINKY 

Dinya „Шу, pleasant. | 

Di A ASH aM Don't worry. (Sc) 
DIP oy eal. 


E'S BEAK. Drink. 


D 
IPPy. Slightly ne 
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DIRT CHEAP, DOG CHEAP, MUCK CHEAP. Very cheap. 
DIRT ROAD, (U. 


| inder track, esp, designed for racing 
DIRTY. (т) Obscene. 
(2) Despicable, (See ро ют. 
3) Unpleasant, Stormy (weather etc. 
DIRTY WORK қ 


Misdoin, : of | 
DISC-JOCKEY (Radio.) One in charge of programmes 
&ramophone records, 
DISGRUNTLED, Dissatisfied, 


DISH, у, Spoil, render ineffective, 


DISMAL JIMMY, A confirmed pessimist 

DISMALS, THR, W Spirits. 

DISREMEMBER, Forget 

DITCH, Abando ; cast away, 

DITHERING, Incoherent and bewildered. п. DIrHERs. 

DITTO, DO. The same, terials’ 

MS An entire suit of the same colour and mate E 
Obs.) N 

DIVE, A cheap €ating-house or meeting-place, (Traditional у 
ina basement.) l 

DIVVLE, evil. 

Divvy, Dividend 

DIXIE, DIX 


Y. A tin Cooking-vessel, (Mil. 
DIXIELANp, U.S.A. Southern States in general, 881): 
Dizzy. Benjamin Disraeli, Ear] of Beaconsfield (1804-1 
Do, V. Cheat 

» excursion ete, 
; BUNK 
Indulge in 


b Уе uncom leted, 
DO DIRT, po TH ja 


(Always in neg.) 
Swindle, 


treat shamefully. 
$ [9 
іп, destroy, 


omestic work for. ( І have some 
Very day to do for ще’) ( 
DAILY, 

DO FoR ONESELF, B Ruin, destroy onseself, 
2) Do one's 9wn domestic Work. 
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DO IN. Kill 
DO one’s Bir. Play a fair and honourable part, esp. during 
War-time ; perform national service in any form.  . 
DO ONE'S STUFF. Do what one has promised, or what is 
D expected of one. 

О PROUD. Behave generously and opulently. DO ONESELF 
PROUD. Indulge in unusual and satisfying extrava- 
gance. 

bo THE DOWNY. Remain in bed. , 

О THE GRAND, Behave like a person of importance. 

aa ES TRICK. Achieve one's object. 
ME. Serve a prison sentence. " 

DO TO DEATH. Kill (it. a living creature ; met. a topic), 
Y over-stressing or talking too long. 

506, Doctor. 

aes AND boris. Parting drink. 

eL. Curtail. 
R. (r) A dock labourer. U M і 

(2) Legal help (embodied іп а c. Ве) 

granted to a prisoner (ie. one w 0 is А 
the dock) who is without funds for his 
defence. T 
f another 
(1) Alter the ose of by the addition o - 
ни вашае Jj I feel sure this 
flour has been doctored. Е 
Docr, (2) (of domestic animals). Render sterile. 
Dop OR COTTON. Rotten. (R.S) 
DDERER, An old and ineffective person. 
Ж; A stupid person. 
*; Trick, artifice. AE З 
Beco THE COLUMN. Evade one's obligations. (Мі) 
‘AN, HODMANDOD. А snail. ў e 
* Fellow, with a suggestion of irresponsibility and 
` youth, 
ae CHEAP. See DIRT CHEAP. 
G-COLLAR, The stiff, official collar, 
Worn by the clergy. 
DOG xag, "| Infantryman. 3 
DOGFIGHT. Nees indiscri ES and unorga til а 

Docc Does тт! Encouragement to continue un 

15 achieved, ў 
Doggone. (U.S.A) Cor. God-damned. Expletive. 
3 


Doctor, 


fastening at the back, 
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d. 
i les, ал 
DOG LATIN. Bad Latin, following no grammatical ru. 

helped out by English, 


(* That 
incongruous assemblage. D 
terrible Mrs. Jones, dressed like à dog's dinner. 

DOG'S NOSE. Beer and gin. 

DOG’S PORTION, Th 


ion - hardly 
€ smallest, most meagre portion; ha 
any. 
DOGGERY, Doggerel. (Facet.) al 
DOGGY. Dashin » Smart, b sects) 
Generic term for pract, any collection of «тне 
the things Tequired, or What is necessary. ( me the 
Promised to Polish the Silver, you'd better give 
doings,” 
DOLL. A smart girl. . 
DOLL up, Tess up smartly and stylishly. 
DOLLAR. Five shillings, qoM M ; 
DOLLOP, small, soft lump— ough, putty etc. wa 
POLLY-SHOP. Marine Tag and bone store. (A black доп 
formerly exhibited Outside such a shop as a sign. 
See BLOCK, 
See KISSER, 
lancée or wife, 


(Cockney, now almost obs.) 
Agreed | 
DONE, poy 


See DO, Do 
ead, worn out, or b 
P. Very tired, exhausted, 
DONKEY, stupid person. 
DONKEY-ENG: E, -PUMP. A Small auxilia: 
DONKEY’ ŞS YE. 


BROWN. 
eyond further use. 


3 mp: 
ry engine or pw e 
- Many years, a long period. (From th 
length of а donkey's ears.) cit- 
PONKEY-worx, PPADE-WORK, ‘The Preliminary and unex 
ПЕ parts of an undertaking, ОЙ 
me En, & v. Aimless Scribbling, gen, while listening 
апе. ing 
OODLE-BUG. Flying Bomb (У.т) used by Germans durin£ 
W.W.IT. 
DOOKs, Dy Fists. 
DOORSTEP slice of thick Ъ 
OORSTEp EA 


read and butter, 
ROVER. As above, with a herring. 
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DOPE 
ia Any form of narcotic, lit. or met. 
) Full information on a particular subject. ("The 
Rector has promised to give a talk on old-time 
smuggling, and wants all the dope you can give 
DOPE рур him.") (See GEN.) к 
ND. А drug addict. 
The 


Dora 
ADORA). Defence of the Realm Act 1914-21. 
DORM embodied many tiresome war-time restrictions. 
ы Е Dormitory. 
nson sentence. 


Doss, 
R v. Sleep: Also poss DOWN. 
Doss- n. A temporary bed. 
HOUSE. A lodging house, gen. low. 


т 
T, o ONE's. See OFF ONE'S HEAD. 
OT-AND A PERSON ONE. Strike (on the face). Р 
ОХЕ A person who walks with a limp, or 
Do & wooden leg. 
Doy. Crazy. 
TS DOUBLE THE PARTS. (Theat.) Play two characters 
Ud same performance. À 
act Ross. Betray a fellow conspirator to the enemy ; 
DOUBLE as a spy on one’s own friends. 
ылады не: Dishonesty, cheating. 
ЕЕ ER.) See) THREE DEC 
DOUBLE DUTCH. Incomprehensible talk ; 
tio FIRST. А first-class degree in any two 
inet CMM University. NT 
LE OR Quits. The loser of a wager throws again ; if he 
Oses once more, he pays double ; if he wins, the first 
DOUBT Is cancelled. » 
DOUBLE SHUFFLE. A clog-dance or Jig- 
E up. (т) Fold together. 
DOUGH (2) Bend with acute pain ог laughter. 
Е P Teat 
D 2) Money, cash. 
OUGHBOy. (U. SA) Infantryman. 


Dou 


gibberish. 
final examina- 


(Naut.) 


rens‏ ا 
v. Lower a sail quickly. LJ nish the light)‏ )2( 


Dove (3) Extinguish. (poUsE THE GLM. Ext 
Dow. n. A re-hash (do-over). =, 

Di Я grievance, a grudge against. , 
OWN AND орт. Penniless and without prospects. (Boxing. 
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A fighter who is knocked down and is unable to rise while 
ten 15 counted is out of the fight.) 
DOWN IN THE DUMPS, Depressed, miserable. 


DOWN ON. Severe upon; Prejudiced against. 
DOWN ON ONE'S LUCK. 


Temporarily a victim of bad luck 
DOWNRIGHT DUNSTABLE, Blunt, plain speaking, 
DOWN THE DRAIN. 


Discarded, valueless. 
DOWN THE HATCH, See BOTTOMS Up. 


DOWN TOOLS: End work abruptly without warning. 

DOWN TO THE GROUND. АП the way, thoroughly. 

DOWNY. Artful, cunning, 

DOWNY BIRD. An artful, adroit person. 

DOWSABEL. Sweetheart. 

DOXY. Woman of undiscriminating morals ; 

beggar. 

DRAFT ON THE ALD 
on draught.) 

DRAG ONE'S FEET, 


a female 


GATE PUMP. A worthless cheque. (A pun 


Act with deliberate slowness and ineffec- 
tiveness, (See CA-CANNY.) 
DRAGON'S мик. Beer, 
DRAGGED Up, Reared, educated. (Derog.) 
DRAGGLE-TAIL, See DAGGLE-TAIr, 
DRAT. Expl Cor. God rot. 
DRAW. (r) Irritate. into action. ә 
(2) A lovely, extremely attractive person or thing: 
DRAW A BEAD. Take direct and exact aim with a firearm. 
(The “bead” j 


15 the foresight of the weapon)  — 

PRAW A BLANK. Have no result or luck, (Sport) Lit. to 

fail to draw a winning number in a sweepstake, 
PRAW ALONG FACE. L show reluctance Of 

depression, 
DRAW IN ONE'S HORNS. Set a limit to one’s activities. 
DRAW IT MILD | Refrain from exaggerating. 

ncourage to talk 


hat one is willing to 
ist, but I draw the line 


* Exaggerate. 
DREAM UP, THINK UP, ; invent, (Gen 


ЧЭКОМК AS A FIDDLER, AS A LORD. 
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DRESSED UP TO THE NINES, THE KNOCKER: FIT TO KILL, 
GOT UP TO KILL. Very smartly dressed. (“The visitor 
3 Was dressed up to the knocker.") 
RESSY. Smartly, fashionably dressed. 


‚ DRIBS AND DRABS. Small numbers or quantities, irregularly 


5 Supplied. (“I hate borrowing in dribs and drabs.”) 
RINK. (R.A.F.) The sea. 

DRINK AT EREEMAN'S quay. Get someone to pay for a drink. 
DRINK LIKE A FISH, Drink excessively. 

ү A stupid, totally uninteresting person. (See CLOT 

etc. 

DRIVE. СЕА party, gen. of whist etc. 1 
DRIVE A (HARD) BARGAIN. Insist upon harsh, uncompromis- 


ing terms. 
HEE A QUILL. Write (gen. in an office). (Obs.) 
dnd PIGS TO MARKET. Snore. 
D VEN. Worried, overworked. 

RIVING AT, GETTING AT. AE 

аге you getting аё?” 
сы e Sus. Shock, astonish. 
NL A BRICK. Make a tactless remark. 
DHL Across. Meet by chance. 

OP IN, Call informally. 


ROP IN THE EYE. Slightly intoxicated. 
DROP LIKE A HOT AXE Suddenly abandon. (App. to 


persons only. ў a 

DRop OF A ERAN THE. Eagerly, without ee D Jane 
Would elope with George at the drop ot a je. 

DROP on, Select for blame or censure. y don't know why 

the headmaster should drop on те)... 

ROP TOO MANY, HAVE A. Become slightly into 

ROWN THE MILLER. Put too much water with spirits. 


RUG FIEND, A drug addict. 


ding or meaning. ( What 


(See FLOATER (1).) 


DRUMMER (U. S.A.) Commercial traveller. dt 
UMSTICK Tho je icken’s leg after cooking. 
tUMSTICK. The lower part of а E а. 


ХҮ. See DO A DRY. 
DRY Goo DRY. | a 
ae Ops. Dra] in general. . 
Se LAND, You Minderstand ? (R.S.) 
px UP. See sHUT UP. 
7. Delirium tremens. 
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i i Im 
DUB. Supplement the foreign words in a continental fi 
with English dialogue. 


DUB UP. Pay, (See Fork OUT.) 


i 's innings. 
DUCK, BLOB. (Cricket) No score in a batsman's inning: 
DUCK, DUCKY, DUCKS. 


Familiar terms of address. (Possibly 
from рохү.) А en 
DUCKS AND DRAKES. Flat stones thrown кошна ише 
skim the surface of a piece of water, PLAY ЕД 
AND DRAKES with one’s money, squander it in 
amusement, ее и 
DUD, п. & a, poor and useless imitation. 
DUD BOMB. as failed to explode. 
DUDS. Clothes, 


DUDE. Dandy, U.S.A., obs.) Д А E 
DUDE RANCH.” (sa) A holiday camp in which the olds 
time excitement of the Wild West is recreated for 

benefit of the patrons. 


ally worthless, 
DUFFER, ungler; in 


? „meompetent person. 
DUG-OUT. (т) A retired Or ov 


er-aged officer back on service ; 

used loosely for any over-aged employees 
(2) A temporary Shelter from enemy fire. Als 

BOOBY-HUTCH, 

DUKE OF FIFE, Knife, (R.S. 

DUKE OF KENT. 57 

DUKE OF YORK. Talk; walk. (R.S. 1 

DUMB, Stupid, unintelligent, U.S.A. 

DUMB BARGE, A barge without Sails, 

DUMMY, (1) A foo idiot 


(2) A deaf mute, _ 


(3) The exposed hand in 

DUMP, ( A eap of Tubbish, o 
(2) v. Place on Such a he: 

pression, 
HEAD. Fool, 
DUNK, n. & y. Food (bread etc.) dipped in tea or coffee. 
DUNNO. I don’t know. 
DURATION, THE. The duration of the War. (W.W.L) (Obs) 
DURN. Same aS DARN, DAMN, 
DUST, Money. 
DUST so 
DUSTBIN 


bridge, 
T anything not wanted. 
ap, or where not desired. 


MEONE's JACKET, "Thrash, 
* A grave, 
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Dus: Чч y 
“(Nas ре THE. Personified sleep—hence, bedtime. 
: 
aes A row, quarrel. 
ae e оог or inferior in quality, shabby. (Always used 
DUTCH A e) (“The pay is not so dusty.") 
Vor reek One in which the auctioneer announces 
until ay is prepared to accept, diminishing the amount 
DUTCH BAR purchaser responds. é 
tile GAIN. One in which the advantage is all on one 
DUTCH crock. (x) A wife. 
D (2) A bedpan. 
хон COMFORT. А ШЫЛД consolation, e.g. 
Spes it might have been worse." — 
(I OURAGE. Temporary courage gained from alcohol. 
ja the 17th cent. the captain of a Dutch ship of war 
hate barrels of brandy on deck from which the seamen 
DUTCH. ped themselves during a battle.) 
DUTCH NIGHTINGALE. See FEN NIGHTINGALE. ` 
TREAT. A meal or entertainment at which each one 
Durden for himself. А 
mne One who gives can 
D vice. 
ien WIFE. Bolster. 
DYIN IN THE woor. Ingrained, un 
P DUCK IN A THUNDERSTORM (LIKE А). 
ny ee and depressed. 
ITE. A highly disrup 


“Thank 


did and frequently unwel- 


changeable. 
Looking absurdly 


tive type of person or thing. 


E 


EA z 
Ease BEAVER. (U.S.A) An over-zealous recruit. 
Be alert and aware of 


M THE GROUND, HAVE ONE'S. n 
E at is happening and about to happen. . 
vee FLAPPING, E ; seeking avidly for information. 
TH, THE; POTS. A large sum of money. ("That dress 
заву SÊ have cost the earth.) ` 
asy 5: Scandalmonger, flatterer. 
Iss V кцын MS HAND: MASISHELLINGAEPAS AS 
WINKING etc. Extremely easy. (Emph.) 
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EASY DOES IT. Don’ 
EASY MARK. An eas 
EASY ON THE EYE. 


GLISH SLANG 


t be hurried or flurried. 


ily duped or cheated person. 
Attractive ; pretty. (Of girls.) 

EASY STREET, A comfortable, pleasant job. (See соѕнү.) 
EAT. (Theat.) Appreciate with enthusiasm. 


EAT DIRT, EAT HT Apologize profusely 


UMBLE PIE; GROVEL. 
and humbly, 


EAT ONE’S HEAD OFF. Be unemployed, idle. (Orig. of 
horses.) 

EAT ONE'S HEART OUT, yearn for intensely. 

EAT ONE'S WORDS. 


Pine ; D 
Retract a previous statement or opinio: 
EATS. Food. (U.S.A. 


B Encroach, insinuate oneself, 
EDGY. Irritable thr i 
EELSKIN. A tightl 
EGG TROT, Slo 
ELBOW GREASE 
polishing t 
Sue UIN ТЕ one's Way in. ELBOW our. Thrus 
another person out. 
ELEPHANT’S TRUNK. Drunk, (R.S.) 
ELEVATED, Slightly intoxicated, 
ELEVENSES, A i 


W, continuous pace. { 
igorous Tubbing or any other form © 


stort light meal: a Snack, eaten between 
breakfast and lunch (approx. тт a.m.). 

EMERALD ISLE, Ireland, (So called from its greenness.) 

END, THE, See LIMIT, 

END IN ox, GO UP IN SMOKE. End in nothing, with no 
result, 

ENEMY, THE. ‘Time personified, gen, embodied in the phrase 

How goes the enemy ? ” 

ENGINEER, y Plot, manceuyre. 

ENGINEER AND STOKER. Broker (R.S.) 

ENTHUSE Exhibit enthusiasm 
existen 


(Ihe verb has no official 


(RÀ cruit or beginner (Airk, abb. aircraftsman.) 
ERSATZ, a, Synthetic Substitute, 
JI, is G 


/ (The word, first used in 
Ө erman for “ rtificial ”. " 

ESSEX LION, Calf ДР) 

EUCHRED, 


Outwitted, (From the game.) (U.S.A) 
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a A condition of happiness resulting from smoking. 
EE. One sent to the country to escape from air-raids. 
rva WIL) 
EVER ees Disappear abruptly. 
EVERT, O. Extremely. 
IM TOFFEE. Coffee. (R.S.) 

b uu) JACK, EVERY MOTHER's SON. Absolutely every- 
E ? 

a Роза An unlucky or unfortunate time. 

EYE pon’, THE. The Devil. 

mi) AN. An appreciation of. (“ Arthur has always an 
EYE oe for a pretty girl.") 

ae AN. Extremely attractive to look at. 

E EYE.) 


(See EASY ON 


Tr сс 
“OPENER, А cause of sudden enlightenment. ( It was 
flo eye-opener to me to see Jim washing the kitchen 
ог”) 
Eya. 


SERVICE, Service given only when an employer 15 
Eye Matching. (See LIP SERVICE.) 
XE To ETH. Canine teeth. 
eet MAIN CHANCE. Awareness of 
EYR- personal advantage. p 
кз Verbal eerie a misleading, frequently 
attering, statement. (“He told me he'd called n. 
BYE Y Paintings, but I knew that was eyewash. ) 
ea en Italian? 
Exca ~*amination. j 
us MY FRENCH, Facet. apology for the use of bad 
Ey’ "nguage. 
E EE Expenses, 
NG. Pregnant ; about to ha 
ее SUPER (3). 


when to act to one's 


ve a child. 


F 


(2) A grimace; any deliberate distortio 
~ features. See MAKE FACES: 
FACE... (2) See снЕЕК. З 
AcE Pas Moustache ; any growth of hair o 
Pace go OUT. Confront boldly. ' i 
MEONE DOWN, Insist, gen. aggressively. 


wes n of the 


n the chin. 
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FACE THE MUSIC. Meet an un 
pected emergency with courage, 

FACE UP TO. Confront a crisis bravely. 

FACER. A shock, a sudden acute problem. 

FADE AWAY, Depart silently 

FADE IN, FADE OUT. Techni T egi 
-vision for the gradual appearance ог disappearanc 
Scene or a person, Al 


50 applied to sound radio. 
FADGE. (1) A farthing. 


(2) v. Suit, agree with, (Obs.) 
FAG. (r) Cigarette. See GASPER, WOODBINE, 
2 boring or tiresome : 1s who 
(3) п. &у, A junior boy at most public schools 
fags, or i 


pleasant and frequently unex- 


into 
eat minced, compressed int 
o) rissoles and cooked, 

2 


woman, gen, elderly, (Derog.) 
FAIR. Thorough, 


› TERROR, ENOCE OU E 
Trad. spoken by ваша ) 

1 are caught red-handed. 
air and equal shares, 


a 
I ND No An opportunity to settle 
dispute Without bias ог outside Р, d 
FAIR GAME. A inet; 


i of attack or derision. (uu 1 

ery ma es her fair ame for Jim’s sarcasm. 

FAIR To MIDDLIN’, oderately li Y 

FAIR WEATHER FRIEND. One wh 
ong as p; 

FAIRY TALE, 


‚А fraudulent ; 

(2) Ache, t 

Ку Luo (Theat) ton {ise an addition to the script: 

FALL ACROSS, Meet unexpectedly Ade 

FALL DOWN ON), istake in coping with, (U.S.A.) 

FALL FLAT. ( Ía speech, Performance.) Evok 
Teaction or response on the 


Also v. a. FAKED. 
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FALL 
L FOR. (т) Be greatly attracted by. 
(2) эшш to. (*Inever thou 
FAL that old story.” 
FALL UE See PIGEON. Bum 
ALL cand THICK. Become hopelessly intoxicated. 
р D, ON ONE’S FEET. Achieve success by good fortune. 


FAL 
L OUT. (т) Quarrel. 
(2) Occur, happen. (Almost obs.) ( It fell out 
FALL THR that he came to a river." А 
part. OUGH. Fail to materialize. (‘‘ We were going, into 
ran Partnership, but the scheme fell through.") 
FAL-LAL. Start, begin (frequently a meal). 
FANCY | A trinket, an ornamental trifle. ! 
bei Just Fancy! Excl. of surprise. (“ Fancy old Bill 
FANCY 16 knighted !’’) 
- (zx) n. Generic term for prize fighting (boxing) and 
all connected with it. Я 
(2) у. Possess a high opinion of or liking for. 
( Young Robinson fancies himself as a 


FANcy boxer.) ‹ 
MAN. Lover. FANCY WOMAN, FANCY PIECE. The 
g. terms, with an 


iine equivalent. (Low and dero; 
FANDAN ication of immorality. | : 
(S GLE. A worthless trinket, a foolish, brainless idea. 
FANNY. FAL-LAL,) 
FANNY See BACKSIDE. 
Арам5. (т) Nothing whatever, р 
(2) Tinned mutton. к.м. & Mil.) (Ex a 
girl of that name whose dismembered 
FANN body was found in the river, 1812.) 
PAN AR, Hair. (Е.5.) 
a See ON THE BATTER. ... 
FAR CRY. THE. Restlessness, irritability- 
dE A. Far removed from. (^ It’s a far cry from the 
FAR E when one could buy a glass of milk for a penny.") 
EXER Pn the contrary, the opposite. 
Е, М arthing. 
FARGHING-FACED. S With a small, insignificant face. | 
FASH NATOR. A light shawl worn over the head at night. 
Tasa r FASHEE. Angry. (W.W-1) 
FAT. Dissipated in a general sense. 
X oney. 


ght she'd fall for 
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FATHEAD. Stupid person. 
FATIN THE FIRE. A sudden 
Caught stealing, an 
» 


See ctor etc.) А 1 
kx disastrous climax. ( HEN 
d then the fat will be in t 


fire 
FAT LOT. Used ironically for “ extremely little,” ing 
FAT PART. (Theat.) "A réle with plenty of scope for acti 
ability. 


FATHER AND MOTHER OF (A Row, THRASHING etc.). Tremen- 
dous, terrific. 


FATHER ON, v. Make responsible for ; 


impute a saying to. 

FAZE. Annoy, upset, К M h 

BEATHERBEDDED, Pampered. (App., in a political speech, 

to farmers.) : 

FEATHER-BRAINED, SCATTER-BRAINED, With little memory 0 
intelligence, 


FEATHER IN. Work satisfactorily and amicably оша 

FEATHER IN ONE's САР, An event to justify satisfaction an 
‘pride. (“All the six Smith children have done well— 
a feather in old Smith’s сар.”) 

FEATHER ONE’S NEST, 


Obtain, surreptitiously and by degrees, 
money or Property. - (Gen. dero 3 


FEATURE, n. & v, Anything displayed or Stressed with special 
prominence, (Journ., cinema, etc.) 
FED TO THE (BACK) TEETH, FED up, See BROWNED OFF. 
FEED. (I) A meal, 
(2) See stoocr I). 
FEED THE FISHES. (1) Be Seasick, 


(2) Be drowned, 
FEED THE PRESS, 


ourn.) Send MS. 
slip (or small Sheet) at a time. 
FEELER. A tentative enquiry, 

ave an immediate desire for, (^I feel like a 
cup of tea and some toast.) i 


to the compositors à 


FELLOW, JOHNNY, Guy. 
FELLOW-FEELING. ( 


inconvenience and 


КӨ) Ceiling, RS. 
onal receiver of stol 


vel еп goods, 
E, DUTCH NIGHTINGALE. Fros 


B 


 FIDDLING, a. Trivial and unimportant. 
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Bb. New Zealand soldiers (from their regimental 
e). 
FERRET OUT, WORM OUT. Obtain information by dogged and/ 
RS surreptitious enquiries. 2 
ios PERSON ONE; FETCH A STINGER. Strike a sharp 
сыр: Charming, attractive. 
ud UP AT. Halt at; arrive. 
E. LED ALE. Warmed and spiced ale. . 
Y. In a state of highly unbalanced lightheartedness said 
к to Presage death. (Lit. fated to die.) 
HB. Family Hold Back. A mealtime warning when 
в supplies are short and visitors are present. 
IDDLE, (т) v. Play the fiddle. 
(2) n. & v. Swindle, cheat on a petty scale. 
(3) Also FIDDLE-DE-DEE, FIDDLESTICKS. Excl. . 


FIDDLE Nonsense- 

ABOUT. Move about res 

Sb one thing to another. | 

iB LE-FADDLE. Nonsense, BOSSIp. 

E DLER. A farthing; also sixpence. 
DDLERS’ MONEY, Small coins generally. 


tlessly and irresponsibly ; go 


FIDGETS. Nervous restlessness evinced in jerky movements. 
ie THE. All the horses running in a race, or in a 
unt. 
FIELD pay, A day marked by an important undertaking. 
(Mil.) 
TIERCE. Unpleasant, strenuous. 4 
IETH COLUMN. Traitors in the country helping the enemy. 
> (Spanish Civil War.) A 
FIFTY-rirry, Equal shares, equal probabilities, 
SU chance. | als LI 
FIFTY-ONE A.R, Facet. liar, (Roman numerals 4 ar.) 
FIG For, A, Used symbolically, а5 pin, farthing, etc., for 
Something practically valueless. (“A fig for your 
y, Patement.") 
ue SUNDAY. Palm Sunday, when figs Were € 
UU REDE id de | 
: Hv or. Avoid, be W: y ot. 
FIGHT THE TIGER. Play EU the bank. (Ex. heres 
of faro.) i 


e.g. a fifty- 


aten. 
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; ; “ale A el; 
FIGHT TO A FINISH, n. & v. Fight until one side is completely 
vanquished. ч А 
FIGHT ДО THE ROPES, THE LAST DITCH. Fight to the bs d 
FIGHT WITH GLOVES OFF. Attack without mercy or reg: 


for conventional rules. (Boxing.) 
FIGUREHEAD, 


Пе occupying a position solely because 

social or other eminence, without Possessing or ete 
any real power, (Naut., a figurehead being the D 
that decorated the prow of old-time sailing vesse. A n 

FIGURE OF FUN. An odd-looking, unconsciously comic USE 

FIGURE our, Calculate or Consider with a view to Sed Bé 
a definite conclusion, (“Tye figured out that she 

ty next year.") 

FILBERT, See NUT (2). 

FILCH. Steal. n, FILCHER, ut.) 

FILIBUSTER. Lit, a Pirate or Toving sea-robber, (Na of 
The term is to-day applied in U.S.A. to any E 
Congress who by continuous talking delays the pass 
of a Bill. 

FILL-DYKE, a, App. to February, normally a very wet month. 

FILL THE BILL, Be Suitable for th 

FILLY, Young 
horse, 

FILTHY LUCRE. 

FIN, FIST, FLApp 
MITT, PUD ; PUDDY PANDY Nurs.). 

FINALS. Thel i a degree etc. is granted. 

FINDINGS KEEPINGS, © finder claims the Tight to keep what 
he ‘has found (a theory which is totally illegal and is 
stigmatized by the Law as Steal; g by Finding). 

ent, 


indicating the amount of 
ners etc. (See THIMBLE- 

FINGER AND THUMB. Drum. (К.5.) 

FINGERS A L THUMBS, 


ALL | Clumsy and awkward with the hands. 
FIRE. Dismiss, discharge, (Use 
Y, GO AHEAD, i 


е, 
А chronically 
E UP, 
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| IM Alcoholic drink. (N. Amer. Indian.) 
ST CHOP. (т) First-class or quality. 
| Bins (2) First choice. 
| FOOTER. The first to cross one’s threshold on New 
ius Year's Day. (Sc. custom.) 
Sr-NIGHTER. One who habitually attends the first per- 
FIs formances of plays etc. 
H, ANGLE FOR, COMPLIMENTS. Speak deprecatingly of 
Ge M hoping to be contradicted. 
er BROTH. Water. 
ime ERMAN’S DAUGHTER. Water. (R.S.) 
Ree HOOKS]! Excl. (Juv.) 
H IN TROUBLED WATERS. 
SY to lead to trouble. | 

OUT OF WATER. A person! 
xem ees: 

Y. Of a disreputable and 
Suspicion. ('* Johnson's 5 
police sounds fishy.) ] 
Y ABOUT THE GILLS. Pale, depressed-looking (from the 
after-effects of intoxication). 


Concern oneself with affairs 
n unfamiliar or uncongenial 


doubtful character ; arousing 
tory of his influence with the 


FISH 


F 
IST. (1) See FIN. 
(2) Handwriting. (Good, bad, etc.) 
(3) A completed effort. (7 Peter is only an amateur 
at plumbing, but he’s made a good fist of the 
FISTI job.”) See MAKE A HAND. 
ir CUFFS. Fighting with the fists. 1 ; 
› а. Well, healthy. KEEP-FIT CLASSES. Classes in physical 
TIT training. " 
(Over-statement.) (“Tf 


' FITS, n. Mental agitation. 1 
Your mother sees Sod dressed like that she'll have a 


TIT ji 
tirs o A FLEA. Extremely well. 
FIr 253 LAUGHTER. Violent outbursts of laughter. 
Ir 5 DROP, Exhausted, very tired. 
Pippo KILL: See DRESSED UP TO THE dogm NEU. 
Кп easily-erected 5 : 
(Theat) A portable, y oca 


UE ing from 
company, one travelling 
FIT-UP TOWN one too small, to possess a permanent 
Fy theatre, К 
y-Two. Jew. (R.S.) 


ES 
BY-TWo, FOUR-BY-TWO, TEN-B 


Fry 
E FINGERS, Fisherman's name for starfish. 
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R. Five pounds, or a note of that value. 1 a 
D (x) ARE conclude. (“ We'll fix the whole business. ) 
(2) Be revenged. (“ГЇЇ fix that scoundrel. ) 
(3) A dilemma, difficulty. (See JAM.) 
FIXINGS. Extras of any kind. 
FIX ONE'S FACE. Make up. (Of a woman.) 0 
FIZZ. Champagne, also any effervescent drink. (See BUBBLY. 
FULL OF FIZZ: In a state of excitement and elation. 
FIZZER. Police-court charge. v. pur ON A FIZZER. 
FIZZING. First-rate, excellent. п, rizzgg. us 
FIZZLE OUT. Dwindle ; diminish to nothing. (See END 
SMOKE.) 
FLABBERGASTED, Astounded and confused, d 
FLAG, V. Cause a train or any other vehicle to halt by waving 
a flag. 


FLAGWAGGING, (т) Signalling by flags. 


(2) Indulging in boastful patriotic demon- 

strations 

FLAK. Anti-aircraft gunfire, (German abb.) 

ELAM, FLIM-FLAM, Humbug, 

FLAME. Sweetheart. (Frequently prec, by “old ”, since the 
word is commonly associated With a dead romance.) 

BLAMING. Emph. dil. of ; in turn a dil. of BLOODY. 

FLANNEL DANCE, A dance at which « flannels ” (see below) 


NGLISH SLANG 


A state of excitement and confusion. 
SM SHOOT OFF ONR’s MOUTH, Talk too much 
and Indiscreetly, 

FLAPDOODIE, Nonsense, 
FLAPJACK. А kind of pancake. 
FLAPPER, (т) An adolescent girl, 


2) See Fin, 
FLARE UP, n. 


V. A sudden, Violent quarrel, 
FLASH, FLASHY, (т) Vulgarly oy, танаа е smart and showy- 
(2) Fraudulent 
FLASH IN THE PAN, 
Mil., when the po: y i 
muzzle-loading "ds TS pec dus 
charge.) 


FLASH WOM. 


(Almost obs.) 


AN. Prostitute, 
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IA Plainly, specifically. (^I tell you flat.) 

E AT-FOOTED. Uncompromisingly. 

LAT AS A FLOUNDER, AS A PANCAKE. Extremely flat. (See 

29 FALL FLAT.) 

ae BROKE. Completely penniless. 

E AT-FOOT. Young sailor (under 27). — , — . 

LAT our. Using every effort. (“ George 15 going flat out to 
nd this year’s walking race.) 
ATTENED ойт. (т) Penniless. IM 

FL (2) Made ineffective ; eliminated. 

EAT TOP. Aircraft carrier. (W.WAL) ШИШ 
LATTY. Policeman. (Abb. of Flat-foot, orig. in the heavy, 

even tread of the police.) 

ILEABAG, Sleeping а (W.W.D orig. merely а bed. 
LEA-BITE, (Frequently prec. by “ теге”) А trivial sum. 

or object. 

EN IN ONE'S Ear. A sharp reprimand. 

E EA-PIT, A low-class lodging or apartment. ! j 
LEECE, v. Rob unscrupulously and completely ; impoverish 
(often by gambling). А 

FL ET BOOK EVIDENCE. No evidence. .— . | 

EET STREET. Journalists and journalism 10 general, Fleet 
treet being the national centre of their work. 

H-AND-BLOOD. (т) Ап equal mixture of port and brandy. 

(2) Ordinary humanity. (“That noise 
than flesh and blood can 


FLE 


FLES 


is more 
TLE stand.’ ). ; 
MTP OTS. Good food and lodging. (Bib.) 
SES B The cinema. 
F. 2) Searchlights. 
rues See aR \ . 
ПМУ. (r) Newspaper “copy ” ОГ cables. 


(2) A bank-note, any value. 
pee HAVE ONE'S FLING. 
ee FIN. | 
Emph. An apologetic dilution of an overworked 
and unprintable adjective. ? " 
t DT ш о шры in order to avoid paying rent. 
, Ene, a Bat. ү 
TONER: А small cheap car or plan’ S ao 
OAT OSER The row of lights at foot level illumin 
ating a stage or platform. 


Pug, 
FLIPPER, 
SULPPING.. 
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FLOATER. (1) Also BLOB, BLOOMER, CLANGER, GAFFE. A 
stupid and indiscreet social mistake. 
(2) A suet dumpling. t 
FLOATING COFFIN. A rotten, unseaworthy ship. Govt. 
FLOG. (т) Take without permission. (Orig. app. to Go 
Stores.) А 
(2) Dispose of such stolen property to outsiders н 
FLOG A DEAD HORSE. Try to impart vitality and m Й 
into a matter that is either out of date or already decided. 


= e 
FLOOR, GROUND, v. Lit. Knock down. Met. Baffle. See, 
FLUMMOX. 


FLOOR SHOW. Cabaret 

audience of diners, 
FLOOSIE. See PIECE, 
FLOP, FROST. Failure. 
FLOP-HOUSE. (U.S.A.) Cheap lodging-house. 
FLOPPY. (т) Limp. 

(2) Drunk. 
FLOWERY DELL. Cell. (R.S.) 
FLOWERY KINGDOM. China. 
FLU. Influenza. д 
ELUFF. (T) (Theat) у. Bungle or fail to remember one 5 
part. Loose] 


y used, make a mistake or hesi- 
tate, do anything badly. 
(2) n. Tail. 


show, gen. in a night-club before an 


( 
FLUFFY. (т) Wi 
(2) See roccy. 
FLUKE. A lucky chance or accident, 
onsense, humbug. 
Zzle, bewilder, 


A.) Fail in an examination. 
FLUSH. (т) With plenty of cash. 


inn oran entire hand of the same suit: 
& v. Gamble In à small way. 
; alert and aware, 
FLY-BLOW, See BY-BLOW. 
ELY-BLOWN, (т) Intoxicated, 
ug 2) Stale, shabby, f 
аза NEn AUGER oe Who secretly leaves by night to 
avoid his creditors, (See кттт. | укр 
FLYER, WHIZzER, Anyth: : 


ing with exceptional speed. 
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FLYING САТ. Owl. 
EM MAN. A professional and expert thief. 
OFF THE HANDLE, FLY OUT. Suddenly take offence, lose 
Ls one's temper. ў L3 | 
Y ON THE COACH-WHEEL. A nonentity who imagines him- 
FLY self to be a person of importance. 
ise eee See FLY OFF THE HANDLE. 
FOB PITCH. A market stall or pitch used by street tradesmen. 
FOG OFF. Supply with an inferior Or unwanted object. 
eae Confused, bewildered. ,, E 
IEST, THE ('idea" or “notion understood). No idea 
Ку усуе. (Always in neg.) 
FOLD Т FLUFFY. Semi-intoxicated. 
Sep rh Cease to function. M 
FOLL WER. A servant-girl's sweetheart. (Obs.) 
И ONE's nose. Go straight ahead. 
Risa surr. Behave similarly. (Card games.) 
FOOD cok POWDER: See CANNON-FODDER. 
Foor FOR THE worMs. Dead and buried. M. 
Fo , ABOUT, AROUND, AWAY. Waste time over trivialttes. 
01/5 PARADISE. Temporary happiness and well-being which 


тоо 10 foundation in reality... 
(A вил). Accept responsibility for. 


Poor bottom of a bill constitutes such 
ER. Football (the game)- 


(A signature at 
responsibility.) 


Foo 
gga Status or position. К 
корр, FOOT-WALK IT. Proceed on foot. 


0 
зоот GETS: See FLOATS. / j 
тоот А0, Foorscamp. А pedestrian thief. 
-SLOGGER. Infantry soldier. 
SEIS. Waste time on trivialities. П. FOOTLER. 
SAIS Unimportant, foolishly trivial. 
о . Bungle, miss. (Golf. j 
М А SONG, FOR A MERE Gee) For a merely nominal sum, 
UY cheaply indeed. 
с ERTAIN, Certain, sure. 
FOR үрү МО our Loup! Excl. (U.S.A) 
FOR ХВЕ. Without charge- S.A.) 
For т OOD AND Arr. Permanently, always. ts 
T. Due for, or about to receive: nishment. 
OR кь again, and this time he's for it.) 
EPs, To retain permanently 


(Obs.) 
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FOR NOTHING. Gratis, 


For the sake of old memories. 

OR THE HIGH JUMP. To be hanged. “ For 
В 1 mph, (gen. preceding a neg.) (Е 
n't understand Д2) сор.) 
Е, PETE etc, (Substitute for 
Emph. (‘For the love of Mike go home! ”’) 

FOR THE MOST PART, Generally, Always 
FOR TOFFEE, FOR NUTS. To any Ser RNT ( 
in neg) (“Jean Can't sing for toffee. TD. 
FORCE, ae) ue jos THE FORCES. The fighting 
forces (Army, Navy & Air Force). 
FOREIGN, FURRIN', PARTS. Distant lands, 
FORK. Finger, р 
FORK AND KNIFE. Life. (R.S.) 
FORKED Cap, Bishop’s mitre. 
FORK OUT. Pay, nder 
FORK OVER, Hand Over, surrender, more ог less U 
compulsion, 
FORKS. The gallows. 
FORLORN HOPE, A 


FORTY-NINER, Miner in the 
(Obs. 


FORTY winxs, See CAT-NAp, 
FOSSICK, 


(Aust., mining.) Dig Up in rubbish heaps. 
FOUGH. Beer, 
FOUR ALE, 


m (4d. a quart until W.W.I.). 
FOUR By Two, (т) An army biscuit 
(2) Jew. (R.S.) (See FIVE-BY-TWO.) 
FOUR EYEs. Someone Wearing spectacles, ) 
FOUR POSTER: An old-fashioned type of bed, with a canopy 
above Supported by fo 


Ur posts, 
Press. ( 


Attrib. to Edmund Burke.) 
FOX. none Puzzle. FOxED, Bewildered, puzzled. Hu 
s ` xx Tow trench Ў d "OL 
men, (W.W.IL.) Capable of sheltering oni 


Californian gold-rush of 1849; 
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Foxy. Crafty. 
FRAIL, See PIECE. 
FRAME. Invent and bring evidence to support à criminal 
nA Charge. n. FRAME UP. 
7 NCE AND SPAIN. Rain. (R.S) 
RAZZLE, A frayed edge. WORN TO A FRAZZLE. With nerves 
5 in an exhausted and irregular condition. 
REE AND EASY. (i) n. A social gathering of an extremely 
informal type. 7 
(2) a. Informal, unconventional. 
FREE FIGHT, FREE FOR ALL. A fight for fighting’s sake ; one 
in which no rules are observed. 
FREE HAND. Uncontrolled authority. 
FREEZE ON TO. Cling closely to. 
FREEZE OUT. Exclude, compel to retire. 
FRENCH CREAM, LACE. Brandy. 
FRESH. Impertinent, over-intimate. 1 
FRESH AIR FIEND. A fanatical believer in fresh air, regardless 
of the weather or of other people's views. 
FRESH Аз PAINT. Smart; clean and tidy. 
FRESHEN Up. Restore to its original freshness. 
FRESHMAN, FRESHER. A man in his first term at College. 
FRET ONE's Guts. Worry. ) 
FRIBBLE, Act stupidly and waste time. | 
FRIDAY ЕАСЕ. A miserable and worried expression. 
FRIDGE, FRIG. (Same pron.) Refrigerator. 23 
FRIENDLY LEAD. (Iheat) A charitable performance in aid 
of an unfortunate fellow-professional. 
FRIGHTFUL(Ly). See AWFUL. S 
FRILLIES, Pretty and delicate feminine underwear. Д 
FRILLS (AND FURBELOWS)- Extra and fussy additions to one's 
dress. PUT ON FRILLS. Behave self-consciously and 
¿|  conceitedly. 
FRISK, RUB DOWN. Officially searc 
hidden evidence or weapons. 
FRITZ. A German. WL 
FROG, FROGGIE. A Frenchman. (Obs.) 
FROG AND ToAD. Main road. (Е.5.) 
FROGGING, FROGGIN’. Progressing. 
FROG-MARCH. Method of carrying a drunken or truculent 
prisoner by his arms and legs. | 
FROM PILLAR TO Post. From one point or refuge to another. 


h a prisoner's person for 
(Police.) 
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FRONT NAME, Gr 
FROST. See FLOP. 
FROWSTY, FRO 
FROZEN MITT, 


FUG. (1) n. A thick 


(2) v. Remain 
FULL. Very, 
FULL HOUSE, 


i 


(т) (Ca 


another, 
(2) (Theat) A 
Seat is taken. 


FULL OF BEANS, 
FULL PLATE. 
(See ваѕт 
FULL STEAM 
maxi: 
FULL up, 
FUN AND GA 
quently useq iron 
FUNDS, Money, 
FUNERAL, Respo. 
reaks d 
(1) Fear 
2) n. 


Ph 
An oc 
NFUL 
AHEAD. 


y: 


MES. 


WZY. Stuffy 
THE. An 


» GREASE; 


extremely. 


cupation that 
» ON ONE's PLA 


mum capacity 
eplete; com 
Am 
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VEN NAME, 


Christian name. 


› unwholesome. ч. ү 
attitude of cold dislike and dis 


Vigorous (language). 

an. 3 
STEW IN ONE'S OWN JUIC 
Own foolishness or fault. 


(Old-£.) 


Such an iow phere y 7 
“He knew ful well. f 
2 Three of one kind and two О 


Performance at which every 


Sically and mentally exuberant. 


i › ime. 
Tequires one’s whole tim 
TE.) 


Proceed without delay and at the 


occupied. t 
nd gaiety generally. (Fre 


G If the 


(From its anatomical name, 
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G 


GAB (Gabble), n. & v. Chatter. (See GIFT OF THE GAB.) 
GABY, сАВЕҮ. A fool. 
GAD! py cap! Excl. (= God) (Obs) 
GADABOUT. А restless, purposeless traveller; a woman 
perpetually involved in petty expeditions, and gossiping. 
GADGET, A small tool; practically any piece of mechanism. 
Also стммїск. (See GUBBINS (4)) 
Garr. Humbug; foolish, irrelevant talk. 
GAFFE, See FLOATER (I). 
GAG. (т) Music-hall joke. 
(2) v. Add ones own W 
improvise. , 
GAGA. (т) Silly to the point of idiocy. j 
(2) An indiscriminating, uncritical admirer. 
GAL, GEL. Girl. 
GALL. See CHEEK. ү | 
GALLIVANT. Travel for pleasure and with no serious object. 
GALLON DISTEMPER. Delirium tremens. — . 
GALLOWs-racE. A grim and gloomy expression (appropriate 
to a man about to be hanged). 
GALLUsES. Braces. 
GALoor, An awkward, clumsy fellow. w 
GALORE. In large and unspecified numbers or quantities. 


GALUMPHING. A portmanteau word invented by Lewis 
Carroll = Galloping + triumph; a heavy, joyful advance. 
GAMBLE, A risk, an uncertainty. à 
GAME, (т) n. Plans, intentions. (“ What’s the captain’s 
game? ") [ È 
(2) a. Brave, sporting. (Cockfighting, when game 
birds fought one another.) 
GAME LEG, САММҮ LEG. A lame leg. 
CANE NOT WORTH THE CANDLE. A risk not worth taking. ' 
GAME's UP, THE. Further resistance is futile ; there is no 
alternative to surrender. : 
GAMMON (AND SPINACH), n. & V. Nonsense, lies. 
CAMP, SAInEY cAMP. Umbrella. (Erom Mrs. Gamp, a nurse 
in Dickens’ Martin Chuzzlewit.) 
GANDER PARTY. See BULL SESSION. 


ords to theatrical script; 
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GANG UP (ON). Line up; assemble for some special purpose, 
frequently a sinister опе. 

GAOL-BIRD, See JAIL-BIRD. 

GAPES, THE. An 

GAP-TOOTH. Wit 


h large spaces between the teeth. 
GARDEN GATE, Magistrate, (R.S 


E, n. € v. Drink (beer etc.). 
GARN! Go on! Excl, 


» Ben. of surprise, 
GARRET. See BLOCK, 
GARVIES. Sprats. 


GAS, n. & у, Silly and vapid talk, 
GASBAG, See WINDBAG, 
GASSED. Poi. 


Soned by gas, (W.W.L) 
GASSY, Over-talkative. 


GASWORKS, THE, The House of Commons. 
GASH. Gossip. 
GASHLY. Ghastly, 


GASPER. A cheap cigarette, 
GAT, ROD, 


Gun, pistol, (U.S.A.) 
GATE. Confine to College as а 


punishment. ter- 
SATECRASH, Attend uninvited a private party or ente 
tainment, П. GATE-CRASHER. 
GATHER ORANGE BLOSSOMS. Look for a wife, 
GATTER. Beer, 

GAUDY (gen, followed by pay ог NIGHT) A college 
Celebration (Lat. Gaudeamus, let us rejoice ; 
GAWD (A’MIGHTY). God Almighty! Excl, Also used adjec- 

Bvally. (“Tye got a Gawd a’mighty headache.) See 
GOD-AWFUL, 
GAWK, GAwp (1) v. Stare stupidly. (U.S.A.) 
(2) n. A fool. 
SAY. Show GO GAY. Dress Showily with the deliberate 
Intention or attracting men, 
GAY AND FRIS. Whisky. (R.S.) 
GAY DECEIVER. A libertine, 
eae itted | Prepared for. 
ЖОЕ АУ врт WHIS 1 ccl. 
a Geers wee KERS (Jesus). Exel 
GEESE ARE sw, i y 
dum oto ALL нив Said. of o 


one Who exaggerates 
'activeness of his friends or 
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GELT. (т) Money. . 
(2) Lunatic. 
GEMINI! See JIMINY. 
GEN. Information in connection with a particular operation. 
(R.A.F., W.W.IL) 
GENERAL, MAID-OF-ALL-WORK. A. general servant. (Obs.) 
GENEVIEVE, A very old car. (Ex. the film of that name. 


(See OLD CROCK.) 

GENT. Gentleman. 

GENTS’. Gentlemen’s public lavatory. 

GENTLEMAN AT LARGE. A leisured person; one with no 
definite job. ' 

GENTLEMAN RANKER. Ап educated man enlisting as a private 
soldier. (Rendered obsolete by W.W.I & IL) 

GENTLEMAN'S GENTLEMAN. Valet. 

GENTLEMAN WITH FOUR OUTS. An upstart, without manners, 
wit, money or credit. | 

GENTRY. See QUALITY. 

GEORDIE. A Northumbrian. 

GERMAN COMB. ‘The fingers. 


GERTCHER! Excl. of contempt or derision. : 
SET. (т) Outwit ; reduce to an admission of ignorance. 


(^ The multiplication-table always gets те.) 
(2) See GET ONE'S GOAT. у 
GET ABOUT, AROUND. (1) Travel extensively. 
(2) Circulate (as news). 
GET Across, (т) Irritate or annoy. 
(2) Convince, persuade. (See PUT ACROSS.) 
GET A LOAD or THIS. Attend to what I am going to say. 
GET (or со) ALONG WITH YOU, GET AWAY WITH YOU | A friendly 
- expression of disbelief ог reproof. (See COME OFF IT.) 
GET A MOVE ON, GET CRACKING, GET GOING, GET WEAVING. 
Make an immediate start. 


GET, GATCH A PACKET. (т) Die, ог be seriously wounded. 
Also STOP A PACKET. 


(2) Suffer from an accumulation of 
troubles. 
GET, PUT, A PERSON'S BACK UP. Annoy. 
arched back of an angry cat.) 
GET, TAKE, A RISE OUT OF. Tease, annoy. 4 
GET AT. (1) Reach. (“We can't get at George, he left for 
America yesterday.) 


(Allusion to the 
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р 1 (И 
TAT. (2 Influence, en. in an underhand WER ot 
i 2 thought he Was my friend, but someone's £ 
at him,") 
GETAWAY, п. А hurried escape. 
Escape. 


ү Е ; and 
GET AWAY WITH. Commit an unofficial or illegal act 
escape the consequences, 


Y. 
MAKE ONE'S GETAWA 


р а 
- Succeed in intervening in a floo 
of talk (Often in neg.) 
GET BUSY. Make a prompt start on the job 
GET By ontrive 


GET Down то, 4 
SET EVEN WITH, e appropriately Tevenged on. ical oF 
GET HOME, STRIKE HOME. Reach a vital spot, physic 
otherwise, | sitar ae 
SET IT Hor, SET IT IN THE NECK. Receive heavy cens 
punishment. 
GET МЕ? you understand ? e'd 
GET Orr, (1) Escape or be released, ( We, thought h 
be Convicted, but he got ов.) osite 
(2) Achieve favour With one of the opp 


; Manage Satisfactorily 


ine a 
Relieve one’s mind by making 


E, HAND, IN, amiliarize oneself with. 
СЕТ Ох x. * Reach the Tank of an admiral. 
FOOT IN. Establish oneself, 
; GET ONE' RAG, SHIRT, OUT. Annoy; 
€. Also merely GET, 
GET Омр’ M 


үш Touse one’s anger. 
BACK, € revengeg. 1 
SET ÖNE’S p (Mil) Opis commission. Осе 
~ clude stars (“ pips =) on their Shoulders. 
Second lieutenant has one Star, 
GET ONE's TEETH INTO. Make а yj 
been too lazy to 


Sorous start on. (“P'ye 
to get my teeth 


into the job.) 
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GET ONE'S WINGS. Qualify as a рі ilot’. i 

П Н pilot. А pilot’s badge 
pair of outstretched wings. $9 poda 
GET OUT, CLEAR OUT, CLEAR OFF! Goat once! An impera- 


tive order. 
GET OUT. Prepare. 
pensions.) 
GET OUT OF BED ON THE WRONG SIDE. 
bad-tempered mood. 
GET OVER. (1) Recover from. 
(2) Overcome. 
(3) Persuade to agree. 
GET past, (т) Escape notice. (“ I didn't expect that altera- 
tion to get past the boss.) 
(2) See PAST. 
GET QUIT, GET SHOT OF. Dispose of ; free oneself from. 
GET-RICH-QUICK, a. App. to any method of becoming rich 


rapidly. 
GET ROUND. (т) Circumvent. 
(2) Persuade. 


GET srRAIGHT. (1) Arrange in order. 
(2) Understand clearly. (^ Get this straight 


—I’m not going home.") 
Triumph over, prove one's superiority 


(“І want you to get out a scheme for 


Begin the day in a 


GET THE BETTER OF. 
to. à 
GET THE BIRD, GOOSE, RASPBERRY. 
(т) Be severely rebuked. 
ar sounds of disapproval. 


(2) Be greeted by vulg 


GET THE BULGE ON. Obtain an advantage over. (Almost 


Get a person in the direct line of fire 


have in one’s power. 
Understand; grasp the principles of. 


GET um DROP ON. 
gun or pistol) ; 
GET THE ane OF. 
GET THE KICK, THE BOOT. See SACK. . 
GET THE MITTEN. Be dismissed as а suitor. 
GET THE NEEDLE, SPIKE. Be annoyed. 
GET THE worst OF IT. Suffer defeat in ап 


or contest. 


y form of conflict 


Jephone.) Be connected to. 


GET THROUGH. (1) (Те 
(à ids the end of a laborious job or 
a difficult period. (Also SCRAPE 
THROUGH.) 


GETTING AT. See DRIVING AT. 
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GET UP. (I) Rise in the morning, | 
(2) Plan and start an entertainment etc. . 


GET WHAT'S COMING. Receive one’s Just deserts. 
GET WISE TO. Discov 5 


er, realize 
GET WRONG. Isunderstand. 
GHASTLY, Emph. See AWFUL, 


Writing. у, Са out such work. f 
GHOST WALKS, WHEN rir. (Theat.)* Actors’ weekly p 
GT. (U.S.A) General Issue, An American private so. 

G.I. JANE, JOAN, (U.S.A,) Service woman. 
GIB. Gibraltar. 


SIBCAT. Tomcat. 


GIBSON GIRL. The slim and willowy type of girl popularized 
merican artist C. D. Gibson about 1900. y 
GIDDY GOAT, . An irresponsible fool. v. PL 
THE GIDDy GOAT etc 


Consequently not to be criticized be 
Severely. (Ex the Proverb, Never look а gift horse in d 
mouth, a horse's age being estimated by the number an 

Condition of its teeth.) 
GIFT OF THE с. 


Power of fluent and effective speech. 
Spectacles, 


} » TAKE THE, Remove a omat 

attraction or value from an Object, (Gingerbread 50 

Irs used to be gilded to make it more attractive.) 
Mietes o a glassful of Whisky. 
GIMLET-EYEp, Keen-sighted, 
GIMME. Give те. А 
SMES TEE “The habit of perpetual] asking for something. 
OO Sr Contraction (p Gite it rins Ei i 
1) The attraction exerci etty girl. 
(2) See GADGET. ale TUN 


(5) A verbal or other addition to a film etc, - 
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GIN AND IT. A mixture of gin and Italian vermouth. 

GIN-CRAWL, PUB-CRAWL, n. & v. A progress from one public- 
house to another, stopping at each for a drink. 

GIN SLING: An American drink. 

GIN-TRAP. See KISSER. 

GINGER. See CARROTS. 

GINGER РОР. Ginger beer. 

GINGER UP. Stimulate into increased activity. 

Ginx. A fellow, gen. by implication a foolish one. 

GIP. (r) Steal, cheat. ж 
(2) (Also сірро.) п. Pain, punishment. (See GIVE 

BEANS.) 

GIRL AND Boy, Saveloy. (К.5.) 

GIRL FRIEND, BEST GIRL. An informal fiancée. See BOY 
FRIEND. 

GIVE A BIG HAND. Clap, applaud. 

GIVE A HAND TO. Help. 

GIVE A HANDLE TO. Provide an opportunity, Or support for, 
a rumour, slander etc. 

GIVE ANYTHING A Miss. lgnore; disregard. 

GIVE AWAY. Reveal, unconsciously or maliciously. n. GIVE- 
AWAY. 

GIVE BEANS, СІРРО, SOCKS. Hurt acutely. 

GIVE BEST. Admit defeat. 1 

GIVE HELL. Afflict with intense misery, pain or anxiety. 

GIVE IT A NAME. Tell me what you want done. ү 

GlvEITTO. Blame, punish. (“Pl give it to Peter for locking 


me out.") 
GIVEN NAME. See FRONT NAME- 
GIVE our, (1) Come to an end. 
(2) Announce. 
GIVE OVER. Stop. МҮ 
GIVE POINTS TO. Possess superiority over. у. Au 
GIVE ROPE ENOUGH TO HANG HIMSELF. . Allow him to incrimin- 
ate himself sufficiently to result in his own punishment. 


GIVE SOMEONE A RING, А TINKLE. See RING UP. ү 


GIVE THE ATR, Dismiss peremptorily. x р 
GIVE THE COLD SHOULDER. Treat coldly and disdainfully. 
GIVE THE DEVIL mis DUE. Be just, even to an enemy. 
GIVE THE GLAD HAND- Welcome. 

GIVE THE Go-By. Desert, ignore. / j 
GIVE THE KEY OF THE STREET. o out; render homeless. 
у 1 "d н 
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hat à 
GIVE THE LIE то. Flatly contradict ; demonstrate tha 
Statement is untrue, 

GIVE THE SLIP To, Escape from. 

GIVE THE WORKS. (т) Blame Severely. 


. iously. 

(2) Attack with intent to injure seriously 

SLAD AND SORRY. бее NEVER NEVER. iated with ап 
GLAD EYE, A gaily inviting glance (gen. associate 

< attractive girl). 


GLAD RAGS. Smart clothing etc. (gen. for evening теа 
GLADSTONE, А leather travelling-bag opening in eae 
Sections Namedafter the Statesman,and now prai 
obs 


GLAMOUR GIRL, PUSS. A sophisticated and B 
GLASGOW MAGISTRATE. Salt herring of Superior quality 2 рр. 
rig. the mil. prison at Aldershot, later 
О any similar prison. 
ight. (See DOUSE (3).) сім, Eyes. n 
GLOBE-TROTTER. One who has travelled extensively 
sight-seeing as the main objective, 
GLORIA, Coffee With brandy in it. 
E. 


t 3 intimate 
Cupboard or Small room in which intim 
Persona] Possessions may be stowed. 


^, (Gen. pl) An SXpensive magazine for women, 
Printed on glos: r. 


Sy pape 
GLOVE-MONEV. A bribe. 


GLUE, ick, heavy sou 
GLuMp. Sulky person, 
во. (ту {р 


тес. by “Its ай) 
(2) The fashion. (“ These 
(3) An attempt. (“ We’ 


A bargain. ” 
little Tak are all the go) 
We'll have a 80 at getting 

(4) A success, (“ The 


nergy. (“ The bi 


Play was a БО from the start.) 
GO AHEAD, S 


i} 
ey hasn't enough go to succeed, ) 
©е FIRE away. : 

. TOgressive, 

GO ALL o 


: _ Concentrate every effort. 
GO ALL TO PIECES 


ECES, Collapse completely ; 
fcome futile and useless. , 
GO AND EAT COK 


=? GO AND BOIL, YOURSELF, YOUR HEAD. Con- 
€mptuous fo f dismissal], 
со D-HEADED OR. Attack, tackle vigorously 
GO-BETWEEN, One who acts as inte ediary. 
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GO BLAH. Become utterly confused and foolish. (See 
BLAH.) Г 

со BY THE BOARD. Ве dismissed or entirely ignored. 

GO DOWNHILL. Deteriorate morally and/or financially. 

GO DOWN ONE. . Be conquered. 

GO DOWN WALLOP. Fall heavily. К 

Go pown WITH. Be popular; be received with approval. 
(“This song ought to go down with a London 
audience.’’) 

GO Easy. Proceed deliberately and calmly. 

GO-ER. An active, strenuous person. 

GO For. Attack, abuse, blame. CN 

GO FOR A BURTON. Die, succumb, be lost or mislaid. 

GO cay. Indulge in dissipation. © 

GO-GETTER. One extremely active in his own interests. 

GO HALVES. Share equally. 

GO HANG. Be disregarded ; be dismissed, regardless of the 
consequences. ( We'll enjoy ourselves, and let the rest 
of the party go hang.") 

GO HAYWIRE. See HAYWIRE. 

GO IN FOR. Take up as work or as a hobby. 

GOING-AWAY press. That in which the bride departs for the 


honeymoon. Р р TE 
GOING CONCERN, n. A business or affair that is functioning 


effectively. 
GOINGS-ON. Activities of any kind. (Frequently derog.) 
GOING STRONG. Active and fit. 
GO INTO THE WILDERNESS. Desert or be deserte 
or by a political party. 
GO IT. (т) Be extravagant. 
(2) An excl. of encourage 
decision. 
GO IT вілхр. Асі with a comp 
quences. 
GO IT YE cmiPPLES (WO 
Я cheer of encouragement. (oe a exe 
О NAP. verything upon. З 
GO iius Pont e life of 2 m of the country (Een. 
one i a coloured race). 4 
GONE eR Amd Committed a rash or disastrous act. 


GONE coon. One who is in a hopeless condition. (U.S.A.) 


GONE pis. Crazy. (Mil, W.W.L) 


d by society 


ment to act with vigour and 
lete disregard for the conse- 


ODEN LEGS ARE CHEAP)! Ironical 
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GONE ON, SWEET on. 
CRUSH etc. 
GONER. A dead or 

GO OFF. 
GO OFF THE 


Sentimentally attached to. See 


DU f 
е one's temper. (Ex, diving 0 

GO OFF THE HOOKS, Die. 

GO OFF WITH. Annex and take away. 


GO ON. (т) Excl. of Surprise or encouragement. 
(2) Continue, 
GO ON THE AIR. Broadcast. 
broadcast, 

GO ON THE BEND. - 
GO ON, TAKE TO, THE ROAD. Adopt the life of a tramp. 
GO ONE BETTER THAN Surpass. 

GO OVER Bic, Achieve 


, 0 
GO OFF THE AIR. Cease t 


great success, ] 5 of 
GO OVER THE TOP. Face up to Something dangerou: 
unpleasant, (W.W.I, trench warfare.) VER 
9 Over To. Change from one side to another. (со O ) 
TO ROME. Become a convert to Roman Catholic 
GO PAST ONESELF, Go too far; exceed one’s natural limi! 
tions. 
GO PHUT. Collapse, break ; become useless, 
GO PLACES, 


Travel extensively, (U.S.A.) : t go 
GO ROUND, (т) Be enough for all. (“МШ this mea 
round ? ” “we'll go 
(2) Раула Casual or informa] call, (“We nt^) 
^ Iound to your mother’s house to-night. 
GO SLOW. R i 


“ Wo 
- Be careful and Economical with, (“бо slov 
With the milk 


; we've hardly any left,’’) 


€ possesses, d 
and extravagant life. int to 
Circulate ; travel from one official рош 
Tumour or story. ith 
G, WHOLE SHOUT, Act with 
Complete thoroughness, e 
GO THROUGH, and survive. ( We've DI 
through а terrible time with George: '$ 
(2) Scrutinize, ("I've gone through to-day 
Papers," 
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GO THROUGH THE HOOP. Endure an inevitable and unpleasant 
Y experience. 
GO THROUGH THE MOTIONS. Pretend. 
GO THROUGH WITH. Complete, finish. 
GO TO BLAZES, HELL, JERICHO, PECKHAM, HALIFAX, BATH, THE 
DEVIL etc. A contemptuous dismissal. 
GO TO POT. Be discarded as useless. 
GO TO THE BAD, DEVIL, DOGS. Deteriorate completely. 
GO TO THE WALL. Succumb to superior force. (Ex. the 
proverb, The weakest goes to the wall.) 
GO TO TOWN. (т) Have a celebration. 
(2) Doanything on a large and generous scale. 
GO UNDER. Be submerged socially or financially. 
GO UP For. Enter for an examination. 
GO UP IN SMOKE. See END IN SMOKE. 
GO UP IN THE AIR. Suddenly take offence; become angry. 
GO WEsT. Die. ; 
GO WHILE THE GOING's боор. Leave while the opportunity 
' s favourable. 
GOALIE. Goalkeeper. 
GOB. (r) n. Saliva, or similar mucous matter. 
(2) v. Spit. 
GOBSTOPPER. A sticky sweet. 
GOBBLER, Turkey. 
GOD AMIGHTY. See GAWD A'MIGHTY. : 
GOD-AWrUL. Very bad. 
GODS. (Theat) The occupants of the gallery. А 
GOGGLE. Regard with round-eyed surprise or astonishment. 
GOGGLES, Spectacles. : t 
GOLD BRICK. A swindle, fraud. (Orig. one involving the sale 
to a simpleton of a “ brick ” of metal, gilded to look like 
Solid gold.) «d , 3 
GOLD DIGGER. A woman who cultivates the society of rich 
men solely for the money she can persuade them to part 
with. 
SoLprINGH. £r. (Obs) 
GOLD MINE. An extrem 
GOLLop. Gulp down. 1 
GOLLY! Excl. Dilution of God. 
GOLUMPIIOUS, GoLuPTIOUS. Delicious. 
GOMBEEN MAN. Moneylender. (lrish.) 
GOMERELL. Blockhead. (Sc.) 
di 


ly profitable business or investment. 
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is 
GONG. (1) v. Indicate by striking a gong that UE 
disqualified, or has exceeded the time-li 
(2) n. Forces’ word for a medal. | eias oed 
GONNOF. Bungler. Thieves’ slang for an amateur pickp 
GOOD AS GOLD. Extremely good. 
GOOD-BY-EE | Ове C 
GOOD EGG! Excl. of a royal. я E 
GOOD FORM. In B NICE With the accepted social conven: 
tions. See Bap FORM. 
GOOD-FOR-NOTHING. Worthless. 
GOOD FoR vou! Emphatic approval. 
GOOD GRACE (wirH). Cheerfully, willingly. ably 
GOOD GRACES, IN SOMEONE'S. In favour; favour 
regarded. 
GOOD GRACIOUS! Exc] of surprise. Я 
GOOD HUNTING! Good luck in your enterprise. 
GOOD-LOOKER, A Pretty girl. 


GOOD PLUCKED "UN, One who is courageous and dogged. 
GOODS, THE. (т) Of first-class quality. 


: jal or 
(2) (HAVE THE GOODS) What is essential 
Tequired, 
GOOD SORT. A good fellow, 
GOOD TIME, (т) n. Pleasure, gen. selfish. 
(2) a. GOOD-TIME, 
GOOD UN. (1) A good Sort. 


“ I 
(2) Genuine. (Opp. of Bap "UN, false.) D 
don't think this shilling is a good Dea? 
GOODY! Variant of <“ GOODNESS!” or ' wy GOODNESS! 
Excl. of Surprise or pleasure. 7 А 
СО0рү-соору. (т) Virtuous and pious іп an ostentatious. 
affected Way. 
(2) Excl. of pleasure, 
GOOF(y), GOOP(Y). Fool. 
GO0GOO ЕҮЕ$, 


Large, round eyes, 


ТУ 
MAKE GOOGOO EYES 4 
Ty to attract b 

S 


Y a languishing gaze. 
SOOR(Y). See Goor(y). PARIT 
GOOSE. (т) 


Tailor's heavy Smoothing-iron, 
2 Simpleton ; а foolish person. 
GOOSEBERRY. A 


chaperon. 
GOOSEBERRY-EYED. 


i t 
@ving prominent eyes and a vacan 
Eaze. 
GOOSEBERRY PUDDEN, Woman. (R.S.) 
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GOOSEGOG. Gooseberry. 

GOOSE-sTEP. The preposterously formal marching step of 
certain Continental armies. 

GOOSEY. With the nerves of one’s skin feeling “ pimply ” 
like those of goose-skin, as the result of dread and fear. 
Also GOOSE PIMPLES. 

GOPHER. A native of Minnesota. 

GORGON. A terrifyingly ugly and/or formidable female. 
(The Gorgon of Mythology.) 

GORMED, Damned. (Norfolk.) 

GORMLEss. Simple, clumsy. 

GOSH! Dilution of God. 

GOSPELLER. A preacher. See HOT GOSPELLER. 

GOsPEL-sHOP. Place of worship (gen. а chapel). 

GOSPEL TRUTH, BIBLE TRUTH. Absolute truth. 

Gossoon, Lad. (Irish) 

GOT UP To KILL. See DRESSED UP TO THE NINES. 

GOT THE sHUTTERS UP. Is reticent, ill-humoured. 

GOTCH. Jug. 

GOVERNMENT SECURITIES. See BRACELETS. 

SOs A simpleton. 

OWN. See TOWN AND GOWN. 

GOWNsMAN. University student. 


С.р. General Paralysis of the Insane. 
GRACE AND FAVOUR. Term applied to apartments and houses 


which are the property of the Crown, and which friends 
of Royalty or officials are permitted to occupy. 


GRADELEY. Thoroughly, completely. (N. of Eng.) 
underhand dealing 


generally. 
GRAMOPHONE RECORD. Bloater. (К) 
GRAND. (r) Grand (full-sized) piano. (See COTTAGE.) 


(2) (US.A.) А thousand dollars. | 
GRAND stam. Overwhelming success. (Bridge.) 
GRANNY, GRANNY-KNOT. A common 
Structed and insecure knot. 
GRAPE-VINE. (r) Clothes-line. (R.S.) Г 
(2) Rumours circulating from private and 
unofficial sources of information. 
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GRASS, Knock down, or throw down in a fight. husband 

GRASS WIDOW. A woman living apart from ise Mauro 
(gen. temporarily). GRASS WIDOWER. The male eq 
lent. 


GRATTERS. Congratulations, (Univ.) 
GRAVELLED, STUMPED, Completely baffled. 
GRAVESEND BEES, A fi 


uneral cortége, a hearse. 
GRAYBACK, Louse. (U.S.A.) 


GRAYBEARD, An old man. 


is the 
GRAY MARE. Wife. (Ex, the proverb, The gray mare is 
better horse.) 


GRAY MATTER. Brains, intelligence. in 
GREASE, GREASE A MAN’s PALM. Bribe; pay TROLS. 

advance for special services. n, PALM-GREASE, PAL Ed 
GREASER. (I) Mexican, Spanish-American, (Derog. 
familiar.) 7 

(2) А low-grade Ship's engineer, 

(3) (pl. only. Fried potatoes. by heat. 
GREASE-spor, Person perspiring and exhausted develop 
GREASE THE WHEELS, Enable a project or affair to de 

more easily or quickly. 
GREAT! Excl. of approval, 
GREAT ON, An authority on. 
SREATS. Finals at Oxford. 
GREAT scorr | Excl. 


GREEDY-GUTS, GUZZLE- 


GUTS. A glutton. 
GREEK, 


: А е 
ompletely unintelligible, (“ These instructions ar 


GREEN А Terrified. 
GREEN 


d d. 
Jealousy and envy (which are tra 
green), 


Wages. (R.S.) 
SREENHORN, An inexperienced anı 
GREEN LIGHT, Permission to proceed. 
GREEN STUFF, 


malicious little devil conveniently responsible 
for inexplicable accidents. (RAF, W.W.IL.) 
GRID-IRONER, Australian settler, 
GRIM, Harsh, u 


mpleasant. 
GRIN AND BEAR, Endure philosophically, 
GRIND. Drudgery, Severe intense study. 
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GRIND DOWN. Beat down; compel to accept a lower price. 

GRINDERS. Teeth. 

GRIP. (Abb. gripsack.) (U.S.A.) Traveller's handbag. 

GRIPES, Acute pains in the stomach. 

GRISTTOTHE MILL, Necessary supplies: food, money, material. 

GRIT, Guts. Courage, staying-power. 

GROG. A mixture, six parts water to one of rum, issued in 
the Navy. (After Admiral Vernon, nicknamed Old 
Grogram, from his habit of wearing a cloak made of the 
fabric grogram.) 

GROG-BLOSSOM. See BRANDY-BLOSSOM. 

GROG-sHOP. Public house. 

GROGGED. Intoxicated. Ds 

GRoucH, n. & v. Grievance, sense of injury. 

GROUND. See FLOOR. 

GROUSE, v. & n. Grumble. 

GROUSER, GRUMBLE-GUTS. A chronic grumbler. 


SROVEL. See EAT DIRT. Й 
GROWLER. A four-wheeled horse-drawn cab (now practically 


Obs.). 
GRUB. (r) n. Food. 
(2) v. Eat. 


GRUB ALONG. Plod along, continue. 
GRUB-HUNTING. Engaging in the pu 
GRUB-HUNTER. A naturalist. 
GRUB-sHOP. Eating-house. } Ti 
GRUB-sTAKE. Share of one's rations in Aust. mining-Camps. 

Mil., W.W.L. і 
блок ED. term for needy authors and their work. 
(After Grub Street, an r8th-cent. centre of poverty- 
Stricken writers.) 
SRUEL. Punishment, a beating. 


rsuits of a naturalist. 


(2) 


(3) 


GUBBINS, d 
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HALF-LARKS. Tricks, manceuvres. 
HALF MOURNING. A black eye. 


HALE NELSON. (т) (Wrestling) A grasp that completely 


Incapacitates the opponent. 
(2) Partially intoxicated. oe 
HALF-SEAS-OVER, HALF SCREWED, HALF SLEWED, Ratherm 
intoxicated than HALF-COCKED. Ton 
HALF-TIME! Pause ! Stop for a moment. (Football e 
the interval halfwa: 


y through the game.) 
HALE-TIMER. A kipper. 


HAM, a. Appl. to a theatrical 
old-fashioned kind, 
Sandwiches; alte 
fat as а make-u 

HAM AND EGGS, Legs. (R.S. 

HAM-FISTED, With large muscular hands. 7 

HAMMER. Beat with heavy blows ; thrash. (Boxing.) 

HAMMER AND TONGS. With fury and vigour. 


d 
: tinue an argument doggedly an 
vehemently. 


performance of a ranting ane 
(Such actors trad. live on id 
rnatively, they are alleged to use 


d ini 
oden hammer prior to announcing him 
as à defaulter. 
HAMMERING. n. A thrashing, Boxing.) : 
HAMMER OUT, Discuss, M Dieci reaching a definite 
conclusion. ol 
HANDFUL, n. A Strong-willed and difficult person to contr 
(gen. a child). (See PROBLEM CHILD.) 
n easy, smooth gallop. 
HAND IN GLOVE, Intimately associated. 
HAND IN ONE's CHECKS. Die. (U.S.A.) ing 
miration for some outstanding 
| Ап admission of skill and efficiency. (“I ha 
. to hand it 


S, REACH-ME-Downs, Read. -made clothing- 

A OUAS printed statement, publicly, E Aet gen: 
to the Press, 

HAND-OVER, Surrender (an object) ; 
or claim, { лр” 

HAND OVER mst, Easily. (Naut, Expert sailors climb 
topes by Supping them with alternate hands.) 


1 
abandon one’s contro 


vw — ы 
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корыр Carefully selected. 
ae OFF! Keep away; do not interfere. 
n CE Somersaults. 
N EU The least possible amount of work. (Almost 
de ays in neg.) ( 5 The girl's incorrigibly lazy, and won't 
ANS a hand's turn in the house.) 
S UP, PUT 'EM UP, STICK 'ЕМ UP! An order toa prisoner 
to raise his hands above his head, so as to make a counter- 
кыру Ае impossible. _ 

? TO MOUTH. Existing from day to day, with no provision 
ite or the future. 

DLE THE RIBBONS. Drive a carriage or coach (the “ rib- 
[огы being the reins). . 
RAND E TO ONE'S NAME. A title. 

LE WITHOUT GLOVES, MITTENS. 
Ms Sentiment or hesitation. 
ANG! (x) Excl. of annoyance. 
(2) (THE.) A comprehension, an understanding of. 
RAN tones (“I’ve just got the hang of this machinery.) 
m ACK, Exhibit reluctance to take action. 

G-DOG, a. Depressed, ashamed. (“Did you notice his 
me {пес expression at the trial? ”) ` 
HANG ED IF I | See ILL BE SHOT etc. IF. 
SET A worthless idler; а social parasite. 

,, FIRE. Become delayed through uncertainty etc. 
H Ns John's promotion to manager is hanging fire.") 
Git ALL! Excl. of protest. ("Hang it all, why should 


ein pay for her education ? 
ANG ON. (r) Hold on. 
don or surrender. 


(2) Refuse to aban 
(3) Listen to with intense interest. (‘She hung 
on his every word.” 
ee ON TO. Retain. 
RANS our. Live or lodge at. 
н angle n. Residence, lodging. 1 
ING OUT FOR, STAND OUT FOR, HOLD орт FOR. Insist on 
Xm he acceptance of certain terms OF conditions. | 
Gover. General malaise following а period of dissipation. 


HANG TOGETHER (1) Support mutually. 
2) Forma logical and reasonable succession 
of facts. ( The story he told doesn't 


hang together.) 


Take action without 
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EDS ill hang 

HANG UP, HOLD UP. Delay. (“The King’s illness will h 
UP negotiations.’’) 
HANKY. See SNEEZER. 


ckery, fraud, underhand dealing. 
HA'PORTH, Halfpennyworth. 


HAPPY Days, t 

HAPPY EVENT. The birth of a baby. 

HARD AND FAST. Rigid, unalterable. : tality- 

HARD AS NAILS. Uncompromising, With no sentimen d A 

HARD-BOILED, HARD-BITTEN. Experienced, disillusione 
unsentimental, 

HARD CASE, HARD В 


is 

ARGAIN, TOUGH BARGAIN. One who 

Incorrigibly hardened and callous, or lazy. duding 

HARD CASH, rig. money in the form of coin, now inclu 
notes, 


HARD CHEESE, CHEDDAR, LINES, Bad luck. 


HARD COME py, Difficult to obtain 
HARD CURRENCY, 


ible 
Currency in dollars, or freely convertib 
into dollars. 
HARD HIT, 


(x) Financially crippled, 


(2) Deeply in love, to 
HARD-LUCK STORY. ne of misfortune, commonly told 
obtain help, 


HARD-MOUTHED, Harsh, Severe, 
CK. A difficult problem to solve. 
HARD OF HEARING, 17 but not entirely deaf, 


ED. Beset with trouble, gen. financial. 


A nditions difficult, 
HARD Row то HOE. A di 


fficult job to do. 

* Hard, inflexible, determined, (U.S.A.) 
HARD TACK. See TACK. 

HARD up, 


€mporarily short of money. п, HARDUPNESS. 
HARDY ANNUAL, i 


topic or sto which regularly comes uP 
for discussion ; EE the SE date ЕЙ the cuckoo 15 
heard, (Gardening) 
FE, ash away, К 4 
ED. (App. to Schemes, plans etc.) Foolish an 
unpractical, 
HARK BACK, Refer to a Previous matter. 
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HARLEM. Negro quarter of New York. , 

HARNESS Cask. A tub of salt meat. (Naut.) 

HARP ON. Refer to continually and boringly. 

HARPY. A greedy, rapacious woman. (Gr. myth.) 

HARRY TATE. Plate. (R.S.) 

HAS-BEEN, WAS-BIRD. A prominent person whose active life 
now belongs to the past. 

HASH. A muddle; a bad mistake. 

HASH Up. (т) Ruin by bungling or stupidity. 

(2) Recall to memory, gen. with malicious 
intention. 

HAT-TRICK. (Cricket.) Three wickets taken by the same 
bowler with three consecutive balls. 

HATCH. Plot, contrive. 

HATCHES, MATCHES AND DESPATC 
notices of births, marriages and deaths in the personal 
columns of the daily papers, notably those of The Times. 

HAVE, n. A fraud, swindle. v. See HAD. 

HAVE A GO, SHY, SHOT, BASH, STAB etc. AT. Make an attempt. 

HAVE A HEAD LIKE A SIEVE (i.e. retaining very little), Be 
extremely forgetful. 

HAVE A HEART! Take pity, be merciful. 

HAVE A HORROR or. Dislike and fear intensely. 

HAVE A MIND To. Be inclined to. 

HAVE A worp WITH. Discuss briefly, 
purpose. 

HAVE IT OUT (WITH). 

HAVE KITTENS. Be in a state of grea 

HAVE ONE'S FLING. Indulge in an un 
amusement and enjoyment. 

HAVE on Toast. Deceive, swindle. i 

HAVE THE GOODS : HAVE WHAT IT TAKES. Possess the necessary 
beauty and/or brains. 

HAVE THE LAUGH Or. Triumph Over; 

HAVE THE Law ow. Take legal action а 

HAVE Up. Cause to be arrested. - 

HAVER. Talk or behave foolishly and aimlessly. 

HAWKER's NEws. News known to everyone. 

HAWK-EvED, Keenly observant. 

HAYBAG. Woman. (Derog.) 

HAYSEED. See CHAWBACON. 

HAYWIRE. Temporarily demente 


HES (or SNATCHES). The 


gen. for a special 


Discuss fully and candidly. 
t excitement or anger. 


controlled course of 


proye superior to. 
gainst. 


d, hysterical. v. GO HAYWIRE. 
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HAZE. (U.S.A.) Ill-treat to 
conscious. 
HEAD. (т) Head-mast 
(2) Headache. ret « Pro- 
HEADACHE, n. Worry generally ; responsibility. ( $ 
Viding refréshments at the féte wi s 
HEAD AND SHOULDERS ABOVE. Lit. taller. Met. far Supe os 
HEAD, CHIEF, COOK AND BOTTLE-WASHER. General factotu: 
with widel Comprehensive duties, 
HEADER. (т) A dive head first. 
(2) A brick laid with 
HEAD-ON. Direct; head foremost. z 
HEAD OFF. Check, bring to a halt by circumventing. 3 
HEAD-OVER-HEELS. (І) Upside down. Also ARSE OVER T 


(2) (in love). Overwhelmingly. 
HEAD-PIECE, Brains, intelligence, 


ne 
D ON THE RIGHT Way. Possessed' of commo 
Sense and intelligence. 


HEADS I WIN, TAILS you LOSE. 
or the result of our 
HEADS OR TAIL 


the point of rendering semi- 


er, governor, chief authority. 


its narrow end outwards. 


Whatever the toss of a coin 
action, I shall be the gainer. a” 
S? The side of a coin on which is the “ hea x 
i verse side. Phrase used whe: 


Eventually be blamed for. See SPEAK TO. 
HEART IN ONE's BOOTS. 


Й d 
In a state of extreme depression an 
fear, 
HEART IN ONn’s MOUTH. In a state of tension or fear. 
HEART OF HEARTS, Inmost feelings and convictions. 
HEARTS OF OAK, ( 


Toke. (R.S.) Penniless. 
HEART-THROR, A m 


e an with an extremely attractive and 
exciting Personality, 


HEAT, THE, 


І N, a. App. to any grotesquely and unneces- 

Sarily elaborate Piece of machinery. ind the fantastic 
Pup designed by the late Heath Robinson, humorous 
artist, 

HEAVE AHEAD, Progress, 50 on. (Naut. 

BEAVE TO. Abrupt Order to stop, ins (Naut.) 

HEAVY FATHER. COME THE, i 


t borate 
advice. Give pompous and elal 


- Met. unimaginative and drastic. 
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HEAVY MAN, LEADING HEAVY. (Theat.) One playing the 
part of a middle-aged or elderly man. 

HEAVY sTuFF. (г) Pompous and elaborate advice. 

(2) Big shells. (W.W.I and IL) 

HEAVY SWELL. A person over-fashionably and expensively 
dressed. я 

HECK. (т) (U.S.A.) Low class individual. 

(2) (BY, WHAT THE.) Excl. 

HEDGE-Hoppinc. Flying very low. (R.A.F.) ? 

HEEBIE-JEEBIES. Extreme depression. (Ex. an eccentric 
dance of that name.) 

HEE-HAW. Donkey. 

HEEL. А cad, a low person. (U.S.A) 

HEEL-TAPS. The last remaining fluid in the glass. (Always 
in neg.) (“ Finish your drinks, gentlemen, and no heel- 


HEFTY, Massive, weighty (gen. used of a man). 
HELL |, WHAT THE HELL !, HELL'S BELLS lI, Exch = 
HELL AND HIGH WATER. Every kind of impediment. (^ We'll 
be there in time, come hell and high water.") 
HELL-BORN. Diabolical, fiendish. 
HELL BROKEN LOOSE. Chaos; a pan 
disorder. 
HELL FOR LEATHER. At a reckless and desperate speed. 
HELLO Girt. A telephone operator. (U.S.A.) 
СА (= Hell of a), а. Emph., extremely good or bad. 
ELP, (т) A domestic assistant. : АА 
i v. Avoid, refrain from. (“I can't help liking 
mm: 


demonium of noise and 


i ; 
HELPLESS. Helplessly drunk. 
HELTER-SKELTER. Quickly. 
HEN-FRUIT, Eggs. 

М ON a нот GRIDDLE. A restless and nervous person. 

(See cav ON HOT BRICKS.) 

HEN-PARTY, Party for women only. (See BULL SESSION.) 
HENS AND CHICKENS. Small and large pewter beer-measures. 
HEN-wrppEp, Silly; incapable of clear thinking. 
HEP) (x) Left turn! (a parade ground substitution for the 
| command, as NIS to say). 
(2) Knowing, aware. (U.S.A. 
САНД ве of fast and noisy music. (U.S.A.) 
HERE Goss, Let us make an immediate start. 
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MS 
HERE'S HOW, HERE'S HOPING, HERE'S TO YOU. See BOTTO 
UP. 


HEREFORDSHIRE KINDNESS. One kind deed repaid by another. 
HEREFORDSHIRE WEED. An oak-tree. 

HERRING-POND, THE. The Atlantic Ocean. S.A.) 
HET UP. Heated with anger, excitement or worry. (U.S.A. 


HEY PRESTO! Instantly. (Trad. conjurer’s patter preceding 
a trick.) 


HIC JACET. Tombstone, 
HICKEY. Nearly drunk. 


HIDE. Insensitiveness. App. to a person NEU. ud 
Standing or sense of fitness (frequently resu E 
impertinence). (“ Bill has had the hide to ask for ano 
holiday.”) (See THICK-SKINNED.) 


HIDE-OUT, HIDEY-HOLE. Secret hiding-place. 
HIDING. A thrashing. 


HIGGLEDY-PIGGLEDY. Ho | TAN 
HIGH. (1) n. (level or quality implied). The highest ac 


(Hic jacet = Here lies. Lat.) 


tY. Stranded and inactive. (Naut.) 
hty and arrogant. Д 
Whisky Ee with water, soda water or ginger 
ale, plus ice, (U.S.A.) life 
Manon АЗБАР. io anyone who looks at the 
from a high intellectual level—and is conscious ot 
i. 9 app. to books etc. connected with suc 
ype. 


HIGHDAYS AND HOLIDAYS (AND BONFIRE міснтѕ). Days of 
rejoicing and holiday-making. 
HIGHEST LEVELS, A council of the 

(“The position of the rebels is be 
highest levels," 
HIGH FALUTIN'. Pompous and ridiculous. 
HIGH FEATHER, IN, Pleased and elated. 
HIGH-FLIER, (т) An ambitious, adventurous person. 
(2) A very High Churchman. (Obs.) 
HIGH-HANDED, Arrogant ; despotic, 
HIGH HAT. Haughty, Supercilious. (See up STAGE, COUNTY.) 
HIGH JI 


NKS, A HIGH OLD TIME. A gay and generally noisy 
affair, Зав y 


highest authorities. 
ing discussed at the 
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HIGH KICKER. (т) A professional dancer who dances with 
abandon. 
(2) A girl who believes in having a good time. 
(Old-f.) 
HIGH LIFE. That lived by wealthy and influential people. 
HIGH ROAD TO NEEDHAM. The way to poverty and misery. 
(Punning slang.) 
HIGH spor. The most exciting and/or amusing part of an 
entertainment; the climax. 
HIGH STRIKES. Facet. pron. of hysterics. 
HIGH-sTEPPER. А fashionably and expensively-dressed person. 
pace KNIFE -AND-FORK TEA. One including a cooked 
ish. 


HIGH TIME. Quite time. СА | 
HIGHTY-TIGHTY, HOITY-TOITY. Supercilious and aggressive. 


HIGH-UP, n. A person in authority. 


HIKE. v. Tramp; tour by walking. m. HIKER. (See HITCH- 
HIKE, 
ишш), (0.5.А.) А yokel from the hills or mountainous 


districts. 
HIPPED, Annoyed, affronted ; depressed. 


HIPPO. Hippopotamus. 

HIS NIBS. Шор term for any individual of importance. 

HIT. A popular success, gen. app- to a performance of some 
type. 

HIT-AND-RUN AFFAIR, RAID. А swift attack followed by 
equally swift retreat. 1 

HIT BELOW THE BELT. Attack meanly and unfairly. (The 
“Delt” is the waistline, below which, acc. to the rules 
of boxing, no blow may be struck.) А 

HIT FOR six. Use to great advantage, Score over. (Cricket.) 

HIT IT orr. Agree; find satisfaction 1n one another's 
company. 

HIT om miss, (x) Kiss. (К.5.) 

(2) n. Risk involving complete success OF 


complete failure. 
HIT THE Hay. Go to bed. 


HIT THE HIGH sPOrs. (1) Reach a high level of excellence. 
(2) Indulge jn a burst of dissipation. 


Reach the correct conclusion. 
walking, partly by obtaining 
See HIKE. 


HIT THE NAIL ON THE HEAD. 
HITCH-HIKE. Travel partly by 
lifts from passing vehicles. 
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HITCHED. Married. 

HITCH ON. Join. 

HOBBLEDEHOY. An awkward, 

HOBBY-HORSE. А particular in: 
its owner). { 

HOBNOB. Бе оп terms of intimate friendship. 

HOBO. See BUM (2). 

HOB'S POUND. Difficulties. 


А : ШШ 
HOBSON’S CHOICE, ROBIN HOOD's CHOICE. No choice at all; 
no alternative. 


HOCK-CART. The last load of the harvest. m 

HOCUS-POCUS. A deception, trick. (From Hocus P. Junior, 
the title of a I7th-cent. guide to conjuring.) 

HODGE. A countryman or yokel. 

HODMANDOD. See DODMAN. 

HOG. (1) n. A greedy, ill-mannered person. (See 3 

(2) v. Annex an excessive quantity of ; eat Ma 

HOG IN ARMOUR. An oafish person dressed in fine clothes: 

HOICK. Lift; heave up or out of. 

HOITY-TOITY, S 

HOKEY. Prison, 


HOKEY-POKEY, 


rough adolescent. А t 
terest or hobby (“ ridden " by 


Ce HIGHTY-TIGHTY, 


(т) Swindling, deceit. Also {Дык Од а5А 
(2) Ice-cream of the type sold in the streets. 
Old-f.) 
HOKUM. False О (U.S.A.) 
HOLD, HOLD HARD, HOLD ON, HOLD YOUR HORSES. Stop; 
pause, 
HOLD A CANDLE ТО. Bee 


HOLD DOWN (of a job, 
HOLD GOOD. 


HOLD IT. Reta; 


qual to іп any way. (Always in neg.) 


Work). Retain in spite of difficulties- 
emain as arranged. 


in the exact attitude. (Theat. and cinema.) 


: ave no desire or reason to defend. 
Always in neg.) 


Be equal to an occasion. 
refuse to yield. 

У DEE HANG OUT FOR. 

HOLD OUT oy 


еер back information or money from. 

(US.A,) D rma | y 

HOLD SOMEONR’s HAND: Remain available to help of 
encourage. 


M n. BABY. Be left with a disagreeable task or responsi- 
ility. 
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HOLD THE FLOOR. Speak effectively and so dominate a 
meeting. 

HOLD THE FORT. Remain in charge till help comes. 

HOLD TIGHT. (r) Grip firmly. 

(2) Remain firm and motionless. 

HOLD UP. See HANG UP. 

HOLD WATER, WASH. Survive an examination of the facts; 
gen. used in the negative. (“ The, prisoner's story won't 
hold water.") 

HOLD your wuisT! (Irish) Ве silent. 

HOLE-AND-CORNER. Furtive, secretive. 

HOLLER, (Pop. corruption of Holloa!) Shout, yell. 

Hors. Holidays. (Juv-) 

HOLUs-BOLUs. All at once; at a gulp. 

HOLY FRIAR. Liar. (К.5.) у Г 

HOLY Jor. A clergyman; any ostentatiously pious person. 

HOLY SMOKE |, HOLY MOSES! Excl. i 

HOLY TERROR, HOLY NUISANCE. A combined problem and 
nuisance. (Often app. facet. to a child) _ ; 

HOME. The conclusion ( home " being the point at which 
a number of games—hide-and-seek etc.—end). 

HONEST INJUN (Honest Indian). A guarantee of truthfulness. 

uv. ; 

E s. HONEST-TO-GOD. Absolutely genuine. 

HONKY тохк. (U.S.A.) A disreputable house. 

HONOUR BRIGHT. Emph. assertion of the genuineness of a 


Statement or action. 4 
HONOURS Easy. With equal advantage to both sides. 


Hoocu, Whisky, gen. of illegal manufacture. 
HOODLUM, Hooligan : a young ruffian. U.S.A.) 
HOODMAN BLIND. (1) The game of blind man's buff. 
(2) Hopelessly. drunk, 
HOOEY. Nonsense. 
Hoor., (т) Foot. 
Pie OUT. Kick. XM 
F IT. ji oot. А ! 
HOOF орт, Eon "Throw out, dismiss with contempt. 
HOO-HA, A noisy discussion or ay 4 
HOOK. (т) Steal (on a small scale). | / , 
5 Plot Ў to obtain а desired partner in 
3 . . marriage. (Angling.) 
HOOK тг, нор тт. Depart immediately. 
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HOOK, LINE ANDSINKER. Completely and utterly. (Angling.) 
HOOK ON TO. Attach oneself to, 


HOOK UP. (Radio) Link up. 
HOOKEY WALKER. Nonsense. 
HOOSH. Thick soup. 


р 
HOOT. A negligible amount. (Always in neg.) (“I dont 
care a hoot where she goes.” 
HOP. Dance or a dance hall. 
HOP IT. See HOOK IT. 
HOP, FALL OFF, THE PERCH. Die. 
HOPPER. A grasshopper. (Aust.) 
HOP O' MY THUMB. A dwarf or very small person. 
HOP THE TWIG. (т) Evade one's creditors. 
(2) Die. 
HOP THE WAG, TRIG IT, P 
HOOKEY. Stay aw: 
present. 


H е. 
HORN IN, MUSCLE IN. Insinuate oneself, gen. where unwelcom' 
HORRORS, THE. Еее] 


ing of intense fear and dread. 
HORSE. £5 note. 


HORSE AND CART, Heart. (R.S.) 


HORSE, FOOT AND ARTILLERY. All one's resources. 
HORSE-LAUGH, 


A loud, unpleasant laugh. 
HORSE LEECH i 


er 
LAY TRUANT, PLAY THE WAG, К О 
ay from school when one shou 


R. A trooper not fit for his job. 
HORSE OF ANOTHER COLOUR. 


Something entirely different. 
HORSE OPERA. (U.S.A) A thriller film played in the We 
HORSE-PLAy, zed amusement. 
HORSE SENSE, n sense. ) 
HOT. (1) Expert or clever, (NOT so нот, not satisfactory: 
(2) (Ot news) Right up-to-date. 
(3) (Of music.) An ultra-modern form. 
(4) Dangerous because having illegal connections. 
(5) See Warm (2). 
HOT AIR. Vapid, empty talk, 


HOT AND BOTHERED. Distracted and excited. d 
н ы э Чүй ыа ( I like my coffee hot an 
hot.” 


| (2) Hot dishes served in succession. 
HOT AND STRONG, GIVE IT. unish or blame severely. 
HOT CHAIR, SEAT, (U.S.A.) 


1 The electric chair employed in 
the execution of criminals 


Rough unorgani 
Sound commo 
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HOT CROSS BUN. Son. (R.S) : 

HOT DOG. A slice of hot sausage between two pieces of 
bread. (U.S.A.) 

HOT roor. As speedily as possible. 

HOT GosPELLER. Preacher leading a religious revival. 

HOT IN, ON. Close, near. (“The police were hot on their 
trail” “We were hot in pursuit of the thieves.") 

HOT sturr, (т) Exciting, excellent. | 

(2) Disturbing, sexually provocative. 

HOT TIGER. Hot spiced ale and sherry. (Oxford Univ.) 

HOT UNDER THE COLLAR. Angry, indignant. 

HOT up. Warm up, heat. 

HOT water. Trouble or disgrace. 

HOUNSLOW HEATH. Teeth. (R.S) 

HOUSER. House match. (Juv) } 

HOUsE-wARMING. A party given to celebrate entry into a 
new home. 

How соме? Why, what is the reason for ? 

HOW роў Howpy. How do you do? 

HOW GOES IT, HOW'S TRICKS, HOW'S tumes? What has 
happened lately ? A general enquiry. 

HOW GOES THE ENEMY? What is the time ? 

HOW's YOURSELF? A common retort to How are you ? 

HOWLER, An absurd verbal mistake, gen. perpetrated by a 


school-child. (U.S.A. BONER.) . ji 
HOWLING, Conspicuous, overwhelming; €8. а howling 


Success. х 
HUBBA-HUBBA! (U.S.A.) Excl. of approbation. 
NUBBLE-BUBBLE. Confused uproar. 1 

UBBY. Husband. 
HUDDLE, A confidential discussion. V. GO INTO A HUDDLE. 
HUFF, Hurry. A fit of anger. 
HUGGER-MUGGER. (1) In secret. 4 
(2) In disorder, confusion. 

HUGMATE. Beer. JN Н 
HUG-ME-rIGHT. А tight-fitting jersey or pullover. 
HULLABALOO. Uproar. 
HUM. (т) v. Smell strongly. 

(2) v. Become brisk. 


(3) n. Beer. 
HUMBLE PIE, EAT. See EAT DIRT. 
HUMBUG. A large peppermint sweet. 
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HUMBUG ABOUT. Behave like a fool, 

HUMMING-ALE, HUMMING-CAP. Very strong beer. 

HUMP, THE, THE PIP. Depression. 

HUMP YOURSELF, Go away quickly. , ‘cal 

HUNCH. A premonition; a Suspicion which has no logic 
basis. 


HUNDREDS AND THOUSANDS, Minute coloured sweets. 
HUNK, HUNK UP, v. Clean. (Forces.) 


: 1. 
HUNKY, HUNKY-DUNKY, HUNKY-DORY. All’s right, all’s waa 
HUNT AND PECK, Type in an unskilled and amateur: 
Manner. 


HUNT THE GOWK. Make an 


HURRAH BOAT, An excursion steamer. 

HURRA'S NEST. (О.5А.) A mix-up. 

HURRY-SCURRY. Great haste. 

HUSH-HUSH. Highly secret. (W.W.I and II.) 

HUSH-MONEY. Money given as a bribe to secrecy. 

HUSH UP. Suppress; keep secret. 

HUSKY, a. , Strong, virile. phe 

HUSSIF. (Abb. housewife.) A pocket case containing 
needles, buttons etc. 

HUSSY, HUZZv. A woman of questionable morals. 

HUSTLE, n. A state of hurrying. 

HUTKIN, A finger-stall. d 

HYDE PARK ORATOR, A ranting speaker of the type hear 
in Hyde Park. (See TUB THUMPER,) ich 

HYDRO (abb. Hydropathic establishment). A hotel ups 
caters especially for those who come to drink spa waters: 


IU ede! ор expression нашы УСЫ 
negation. k 

TIL BE BOUND. I am certain. 

TLL BE SHOT, SUGARED, HANGED, DAMNED ete. Preceded by 

WELL", excl. of astonishment ; followed by “IF” 

emph. negation, (^ IIl be hanged if I'll pay all that 

». money for a mere Photograph,”) 

IM AFLOAT. B ASS 

IM SO FRISKY. Whis| (R.S.) 


I SAY! (т) Excl. of astonishment, 


April fool of someone. 
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I say! (2) Emph. prelude to a statement, or request. (“I 
say, do come and look at this! ") Also say ! 
I SHOULD worry! It is not worth worrying about. 
I WOULDN'T KNow. Emph. for “I don't know ", with the 
implication, “ I couldn't be expected to know." 
IDENTICAL, THE. Exactly like, the same. 
IFS AND Азр. Conditions and reservations, ( There are 
too many ifs and ands in this contract.) 
IKEY. (т) Awkward, difficult. 
(2) xey Mo (Isaac Moses). A Jew. 
IMPOSS. Impossible. ; ; 
IMPOT. Imposition, а schoolchild’s punishment task. 
IMPROVE THE OCCASION. Seize the opportunity to turn the 
subject under discussion to moral profit. | 
IN AID Or. For, about. (“ What's Jane's bad temper п 
aid of? ") 
IN ALL CONsCIENCE. Emph. 
ask him for more money.) 
IN Arr My BORN DAYS, MY NATURAL, MY PUER: In all my 
life. (Emph.) 
IN A strew, Worried, harassed. 
IN A way. To a limited degree or extent. 
ood in a way.” \ 
"M BaD, ay onal EN E (good) reputation or 
statu: essarily permanent. , : 
"n SON Sen Printed or written, as opposed to 
ay verbal. AP 
CREDIT. essing funds. 1 
IN DEEP D od (x) “confronted with a difficult problem. 
(2) In great trouble. a s й id 
IN rom. Involved in (gen. trouble). (* We're in for a ba 


бте.) з 
IN FOR IT. (1) Committed to à particular course. 


2) Involved in trouble. \ 
IN FORM, IN FINE FORM, IN FULL FEATHER. At one’s best. 
IN эш. cry. Pursuing hotly. (Hunting-) 
IN FULL FEATHER. See IN FORM. 
IN FULL rig, RIG. Fully and. formally dressed. 
IN FULL swinc. Fully working oF operating. 


IN соор FETTIE. In good health and condition: 
М IN GRAIN; E basically. ( ive big bully was, 


like most bullies, a coward in grain. 


(* You can't, in all conscience, 


(* Jimmy is a 
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IN HARNEsS. Fully occupied, working. 

IN TRONS. Shackled. (Naut.) 
IN-LAWS. Relations acquired 
IN LIQUOR. Intoxicated. 

IN LUCK'S way. Fortunate, lucky. 

IN ONE'S ELEMENT. Congenially occupied. 
IN ONE'S RIGHT MIND. Sane and calm. 


IN POCKET. In possession of a profit. (See OUT or POCKET.) 
IN-POINT OF FACT. Actually. 


IN SOMEONE’S BAD or BLACK BOOKS. Disliked, regarded 
with disfavour. 

IN SOMEONE’S GOOD BOOKS. Liked and appreciated. 

IN STYLE. Fashionably, magnificently. x 

IN THE ALTOGETHER; IN THE BUFF; IN ONE'S BIRTHDA 
SUIT. Naked. 


IN THE BAG. Safely Secured, certain. 
IN THE CLEAR. Out of one's troubles, 
IN THE DARK. Uninformed ; ignorant of. 


IN THE FIELD (the field of battle. While fighting in the 
Army 


IN THE.KNOW. Possessing private knowledge and information. 
IN THE LONG RUN; AT LONG LAST. Eventually. 


INTHE NICK OF TIME, Just in time (gen. to avert a calamity). 
IN THE PICTURE, 


IN THE PIN 


by marriage. 


E RUNNING. 

IN THE SADDLE. Lit. on horseback. Met. in control of the 
Situation. (“Pye no fear of trouble when Robinson is 
in the saddle," 

IN THE SAME BOAT, 


Suffering or enduring the same conditions. 
IN THE soup 


7 CART, TUMBRIL. In trouble. 

IN THE STRAW, In childbirth. 

IN THE SWIM, Doing what is fashionable or popular. 

IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE, oF A BEDPOST; IN TWO 
IWOS, IN A JIFFY. 


Battered abo: 
Tiendly + 

INCH (IN). See ue tue birt 

INCOG. (Incognito). 
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INDIJAGGERS. Indigestion. (Oxford Univ.) 

INFRA DIG. (Lat. Infra dignitatem.) Beneath one’s dignity. 

INKSLINGING. Writing for publication as a journalist or 
author. 

INKY SMUDGE. Judge. (К.5.) 

INNER MAN. Stomach; one’s physical needs. 

INNINGS. Period of success or luck. (Cricket.) 

INSIDE INFORMATION. Private or exclusive information. 
(See IN THE KNOW.) 

INTER com. Intercommunication telephone. 

INTERESTING CONDITION. A state of pregnancy. 

INTRO. Introduction. 

INVITE, n. Invitation. . 

1.0.0. (I Owe You). A form of receipt and acceptance of 
obligation for money lent. 

L9. (Intelligence Quotient). The standard app. by psycho- 
logists in assessing human intelligence. 


IRISH APRICOT. A potato. / } f 
IRISHMAN's RISE. A nominal rise actually involving financial 


loss. 
TRON. , Money. | n 1 
IRON DUKE, The Duke of Wellington. (Orig. an iron steam- 


boat, named the D. of W. The phrase became trans- 


a ferred to the Duke himself.) 

ON Hoop, Soup. (R.S. } т А 

TRON RATION, "The 2098 rations, chiefly tinned, issued 
to troops in W.W.I and П 


TRONS IN THE FIRE. Interests ; potential sources of profit. 


IRRIGATE THE CANAL. Have a drink. 
ee A hedge sparrow. 

ABELLA, Umbrella. F : 
IT, OOMPH, S.A. (sex appeal). The indefinable attraction 


Which charms the opposite sex. 1 

IT ALL DEPENDS. Abb. in “Tt all depends on the circum- 

3 Stances, which are unknown." 

TCH. Desi ition. 4 

ITCHING orate that is met. outstretched to receive 

bribes or tips. у ] 

IVAN. A Russian, particularly a Russian soldier. 

IVORIES. (т) Piano keys. 
(2) Billiard balls. 
(3) Teeth. 
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JAB. (x) To prod. ign (Boxing) 
2) A sharp, quic Ow. oxing.) А к 
ree & x Foolish, noisy and persistent talk. JAB 
BERER. One using such talk : 
JACK, TACKANAPES, JACKASS, An irresponsible fool. 
JACK. (r) A sailor. Also JACK TAR. 


2) Gen. name for any man. (See JILL.) 
JACK ADAMS. A fool. (R.N.) 


JACK A’ DANDY. (т) An insignificant, foppish fellow. 
(2) Brandy. (R.S.) 
JACK AND JILL. Hillock. (R.S.) 
JACK AT A PINCH. One who helps in an emergency. 
JACK-BOOTS. High military boots, j ; 
JACK IN OFFICE. A petty official with inflated ideas of his 
Own importance. 
JACK IN THE CELLAR, An unborn child. led 
JACK IN THE GREEN, A man or boy elaborately concea 
by green boughs уу] 


; Ist 
ho promenades the streets on May 1$ 
each year, (Now almost Obs.) 


JACK JONES. Alone. (R.S.) 


ngman. (After a famous rzth-cent- 
hangman of that name. 


JACK OF ALL TRADES (AND MASTER OF NONE). One with pan 
knowledge of many subjects and consequently not firs 
class at any. ү | 

JACK о: LANTERN, JOHN-IN-THE-WINp, Will-o’-the-Wisp. 

JACK Snip, cheap tailor, 


- A dwarfish, undersized person, 
JACK TAR. (т) 3 


2) A hornpipe. 
WAGs hes (T) pletely through poverty or bad 
health. й 


(2) Raise and support, 
JACKAL. ; toadying follower and supporter. 
JACKEROO. ' An English settler. (Aust.) 
JACKETING. A thrashing. 1 
JACKET POTATOES, Those cooked in their skins. 
JACKO. A Turk. ` 
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JACOB, JACOB'S LADDER. A rope ladder. (Naut.) 
JACQUES BONHOMME. A French peasant. 
JAG. A drinking bout. 
JAGGED. Drunk. 
JAG up. Punish. (Mil.) 
JAIL-BIRD, GAOL-BIRD. A hardened prisoner. 
JAKE. Absolutely correct, honest. 
JAM. (т) A delightful occurrence, with a hint of unexpected- 
ness. (See BIT OF FAT) — — 
(2) A difficulty, an awkward situation. 

JAM-JAR (т) Tram-car. 

(2) Motor-car. (К.5.) 
JAMES, See JEMMY. 
JAMMY, Fortunate, profitable. 
JAM ON IT. An extra pleasure. 
JAM SESSION. A meeting of jazz players. 
JAMBOREE. A gathering, esp. of Scouts. 
JANE. (x) A woman. (0.5.А.) 

(2) A gold sovereign. (Obs.) 

TANNOCK. Straightforward, fair. 
JAP. A Japanese (familiar). 
JARRING, n. A sharp reproof. 
JARVEY. Cab driver. (Obs) . 
JAW. (т) n. & v. Talk excessively. 


|) 5 NO: А long, lecturing talk. (See 
UD A difficult word to pronounce, 


JAW-BREAKER, JAW-TWISTER. 
JAWKINS. A bore. 

JAY. (т) An immoral woman. 

1. (2) A second-rate que uy 

AY HAWKER. (U.S.A. andit. > 
JAY WALKER. One 2 persistently walks in the road 
TAS regardless of traffic. 

AZEY. Wig. ) j А 
JAZZ, A fe of modern music, orig. negro folk-music. 
JEAN Baptiste. A French Ce eat 
JEAN or Jo CRAPAUD. renchman. — А 
JEEP. ена саг perfected in NEN I a E 

t country journeys. (6 G.P.", abb. General Purp 0 
JEEZ (= Jesus). Excl. ] х } 
Тени, MAE esp. one who drives furiously. (Bib.) 
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EMIMA. See JERRY (2). 

EMT ae: A a crowbar used by housebreakers to 
force the locks of doors. 

JEMMY O' GOBLIN. Sovereign. (R.S., obs.) 

JENNY BINDER. Window. (R.S.) 

JENNY Hits. Kills. (R.S) 

JENNY LEE. Tea. (RS) 

JEREMIAH. A fire, (R.S.) 


JEREMY DIDDLER. Onewho borrows money on false pretences. 
JERK. А despicable person. (U.S.A.) 

JERK, IN A. Immediately. 

JERKED BEEF. Dried beef. 


JERKS. (r) Delirium tremens. 
(2) See PHYSICAL JERKS. 
JEROBOAM. A large wine measure or flagon. 
JERRY. (r) Collective name for Germans in W.W.I. 


(2) A chamber-pot. Also JEMIMA. (Both der. from 
T JEROBOAM.) d 
JERRY BUILDER. One who builds cheap and badly-constructe! 


houses. JERRYBUILT. App. to houses so constructed. 
JESSIE. An effeminate dandy. (Sc.) 


JEW. A ruthless and hard bargainer. ds 
JEW'S POKER. A non-Hebrew who attends to the domesti 


fires of Tews on Saturdays, the Jews' Sabbath. 
JEZEBEL. A vile i 


and/or immoral woman. 

JIB. General appearance; personal looks. 3 

JIB AT. Object to, (Racing. A horse “ jibs ” when it comes 
to a sudden halt because it is alarmed.) 

ЛЕР, JIFFY. See TICK (3). 

JIG IS up, THE. Everything is discovered. 

JIGGERED, BE JIGGERED. Astonished, confounded. Also 
used as an expostulation, (“Tl be jiggered if I'll dig 
up those Weeds.”) See YIL BE—— 

RY. See HOKEY-POKEy, 
ame for a girl. (Masc. opp. JACK.) 
(1) A negro, 


2) A dance, 
JIM, Јем ua Pero dance 


Басе (RIS) Ex, a boxen of that name. 
JIMINY |, JIMINY CRICKET !, е: Excl. 
JIM JAMS, JIMMIES, See JITTERS. 
FE. Cake. (RS 
ONE. First Lieutenant. (R.N.) 


JILL. Gen, n 
JIM CROW. 
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Jimmy WOODSER. A drink taken by oneself. 
JINGO, By! (т) Excl. 

(2) A vociferous patriot. (A one-time popular 
song, “ We don't want to fight, but by 
jingo if we do.") 

JINX, JONAH. A bringer of bad luck. 
JIPPER. Gravy. (Naut.) 

JIT, jirney. А car plying for hire. (U.S.A.) 
JITTERBUG. (т) A kind of dance. 

(2) An extremely nervous person. 

JITTERS, JIM-JAMS, JIMMIES, WOOFITS. N. A state of excite- 
ment, fear, or other mental tension. a. JITTERY. 

JIVE. An eccentric form of dance music. 

JOB. See PUT-UP JOB. f 

JOBS FoR THE BOYS: Jobs given through influence or 
nepotism, regardless of merit. 

JOB'S COMFORTER. А pessimist who J 
decreases one’s depression and misery. 

JoB’s post. See BIRD OF ILL OMEN. 

JOB’s POUND. Prison. 

JOBATION. A scolding. 


JOCK. A North-countryman. А Boa E 
Jockey, v. Contrive, gen. with the implication of unfair 


and illegal assistance. JOCKEY FOR POSITION. Scheme 
for the best place or situation. (Racing.) 
JOE. (r) U.S. soldier. J E 
(2) One who is given all the dull and uninteresting 
jobs. (R.A.F.) (See росѕворү.) 
JOE MILLER. See CHESTNUT. 
JOE savacr, Cabbage. (R-S.) . 
JOEY. A groat; a silver 4d. piece. (Obs.) 
JOG. ‘Hustle, push. 
JOG ALONG, Proceed (lit. or met.) at a slow but steady pace. 
Remind someone; assist his 


JOG SOMEONE'S MEMORY. 1 
memory. (“In case I forget the key, Jog my memory 


to-morrow.) 
JOG-rRor. A regular but slow trot. l 
JOHN BARLEYCORN. A personification of malt liquor. 


JOHN BULL. Personification of England. 


JOHN CHINAMAN. A Chinaman. _. 
JOHN company. The (now non-existent) Honourable East 


India Company. 


ho increases rather than 
(Bib. 
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JOHN-IN-THE-WIND. See JACK o LANTERN. ally 
JOHN O'DREAMS. An absent-minded, dreamy, and gener: : 
unpractical person. 
JOHN ROBERTS. A large tankard. 
JOHNNY. See FELLOW. 
JOHNNY CAKE. Maize cake. (U.S.A.) 
JOHNNY DARBIES. See COPPER. 
JOHNNY RAW. A novice or recruit, 
JOHNNY RUTTER. Butter. (R.S.) ' 
JOIN THE GREAT MAJORITY. Die. 
JOIN UP. Enlist in the Forces. 
JOINT. A low-grade rendezvous 
where eating 
(U.S.A.) 


JOKE'S ON, THE. Applied to one whose plot or hoax recoils 
i fe 


esp. in the Army. 


or organization, o) 
and drinking take place. (Derog: 


(1) An extra card in a pack, which may represent 
any card desired. 
(2) One given to practical jokes. À w 
(3) Fellow. (“ Who's the good-looking joker I sa 
you with yesterday.) 
JOLLIFICATION, JOLLIFY. Revelry, festival, 
JOLLY. (т) n. A marine. into 
(2) v. To coax a depressed and reluctant person in 
a better temper. 
(3) adv. Very. 
JONAH, See jinx, 
JONATHAN. U.S. citizen, 
JOSH. (т) Tease. (U.S.A. 


(2) A stupid, lethargic man. 

JOSKIN. See CHAWBACON. 

JOSSER. Fellow, с a suggestion of contempt 
€sp. if preceded by “ old”), 

JOURNALESE, 


(See Jonn BULL.) 


L BY JUPITER! Excl. 1 
JOY-RIDE. А riq quently at a high speed and 
Ў amusement only, 
JOY-STICK. The control column of an aeroplane, 
JUDAS. A friend turned traitor, (Bib.) 
JUDAS-COLOURED н. 


AIR. Red hair, (Acc. , Judas’ 
hair was red.) es ene ER 
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JUDAS SLIT. The peephole in the door of a prison cell. 
JUDE, JUDY. (т) A girl of easy morals. 
(2) A stupid person, a fool (See JUGGINS.) 
JUG. (т) n. Prison. (Also STONE JUG.) T 
(2) v. Imprison. | 

JUG BAND. A jazz band. (South U.S.A.) 

JUGGINS. A foolish and unpractical person. 

JUICE. Petrol. 

JUKE Box. An automatic musical box which plays when a 
coin is inserted. 

JULEP. A drink flavoured with mint. 

JUMP a cLAIM. Annex a position properly belonging to 
someone else. (Mining) Also JUMP THE QUEUE. 

JUMP A sup. Desert. (Naut.) 

JUMP AT. Accept eagerly. 

JUMP DOWN SOMEONE'S THR 
unnecessary violence. é 

JUMPED-UP, a. Upstart; арр. to one who has risen too 
quickly from a humbler position. 

JUMPING-oFF PLACE. Starting place. 

JUMP ON. Blame or criticize sharply.. ; 

JUMP one’s BAIL. Fail to appear for trial after being released 
on bail, and so cause the amount that guaranteed one's 


appeara be impounded. : 
JUMP E E. EO JUMP THE BESOM. Live 
together as man and wife without marriage. 
JUMP THE GUN. Start ahead of time. (Lit. 
oh starting-gun is fired.) RM 
P THE QUEUE. See JUMP A CLAIM. | . 
JUMP S КЕР. fon ; start work immediately. 
JUNK. (т) (Lit) Worn out and useless cable. 
(2) Salt beef, as supplied on long voyages. 
(3) Miscellaneous objects of little йын 
JUNK ѕнор, A shop where JUNK (3) is SC 
JUNKETING. Merrymaking. 
JUPITER! See JOVE! 
M FANCY| See FANCY | 
T NOW. ecently. C f 
JUST od 34 Eu. HENS. (Which cannot p arated 
Which occur incidentally.) ( We broke off the engag 
 ment—it was just one of those things.") 
JUST so. See QUITE. 


oAT. Reply with sudden and 


before the 
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A ids ildren: 
ENILE, A book or periodical intended for chil 
id EN o (or evens LEAD). The chief juvenile, OF 

young hero’s part in a play. 


K 


-handed 

KACK-HANDED, KECK-HANDED, CACK-HANDED. Left-handed, 
clumsy. Р wi) 

KAMERAD. (German Comrade, a cry of surrender W. 


: E 1 
Now used facet. аз a plea for ending any attack, verbal 
or otherwise. 


KAPUT. Finished, killed. (Ger., W.W.IL.) 

KATE CARNEY. Army. (R.S.) 

KEEN AS MUSTARD. Extremely keen, eager. : 

KEEN ON. Greatly attached to, fond of, interested in. Ep 

KEEP AN EYE ON; KEEP A WATCHFUL EYE ON. Wa 
either to protect or prevent escape. ? 

KEEP A LOOK-OUT. Watch. (Naut.) 


J ut 
KEEP A STIFF (UPPER) Lip. Endure bravely and witho 
showing emotion. к 1 
KEEP BODY AND SOUL TOGETHER. Possess just, but only 
just, enough money for essential food and clothing. eat 
KEEP CAVE, Act as sentinel, on the alert for enem 
(Juv.) 


KEEP COMPANY WITH, WALK OUT WITH. Prelude, in lowen 
social levels, to becoming formally engaged. 

KEEP DARK. Keep secret, 

KEEP EARLY HOURS. 


Go to bed early. (KEEP LATE HOURS; 
the геуегѕе.) 
KEEP-FIT. See FIT. 
KEEP IN COUNTENANCE. 


Encourage, provide moral support- 

(т) Remain on friendly terms. d 

(2) Detain after school for disobedience or bà 
Work. 

KEEP IN TOUCH, Keep in contact, 

KEEP IT UP. Con 


ontinue perseveringly, 
KEEP ON. Continue. 
KEEP ONE'S (BIG) MOUTH 


SHUT. Refrain from talking tact- 
lessly and excessivel 


KEEP IN, 


/ 
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KEEP ONE’S COUNTENANCE. Preserve an unmoved expression 
(gen. when desiring to laugh). 

KEEP ONE’S END UP. Sustain one's position or opinions. 

KEEP ONE’S EYES SKINNED, PEELED; KEEP ONE'S WEATHER 
EYE OPEN. Remain alert and watchful. 

KEEP ONE'S HEAD ABOVE WATER, KEEP THE WOLF FROM THE 
Door. Earn enough to keep out of debt. 

KEEP ONE'S FINGERS CROSSED. Trust that nothing adverse 
will intervene. (Der. from making the sign of the 


Cross.) 1 
KEEP ONE'S NOSE TO THE GRINDSTONE. Work long and 
laboriously. Я 
KEEP ONE’S WEATHER EYE OPEN. See KEEP ONE'S EYES 
SKINNED, x 
Remain alert. 


KEEP ONE’S WITS ABOUT ONE. 


KEEP SOMEONE SWEET. Keep a person satisfied and friendly, 


gen. by gifts of money. 
KEEP TABS EN. Keep records of (a person); watch 

systematically. К 
Prevent the excitement or amuse- 


KEEP THE BALL ROLLING. 
ment from flagging. 

KEEP THE POT BOILING. Ear 

KEEP THE WOLF FROM THE DOOR. 
ABOVE WATER. 3 У 

KEEP UP WITH, KEEP РАСЕ WITH. Keep level or equal with. 

KEEP UP WITH THE JONES'S. Try to equal in social standing 
one’s “ superior " neighbours. 

KEEP YOUR UU то COOL YOUR PORRIDGE. Attend to 
your own affairs, not mine. 7 

KEEP YOUR HAIR, SHIRT, WOOL, ON. Don’t lose your temper. 
(See Lose ONE’S HAIR etc.) 

d YOUR PECKER UP. See PECKER. 

KENNEDY. A poker. . 

KENSPECKLE OF an unusua ur or pattern, easily 

EN distinguishable. КК 

NTISH FIRE. Very hearty арр ause. £ 

KENTISH KNocKER. A Kentish smuggler. (Kentish Knock 
is a sandbank near the mouth of the Thames.) 

KENTUCKY PILL. A bullet. 

KEPT woman, A mistress. . К 

KERB-WALKER. А perambulating street singer. 

KEREL, (5. Africa.) А fellow, а mate. 


n enough to live on. 
See KEEP ONE'S HEAD 


1 colo 
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KETTLE. A watch. (Thieves’ slang.) 

KETTLE OF FISH. See PRETTY GO. 

KEW. A week. E j 

KEY-COLD. Deadly cold, icy. ) ining 

KEY MONEY. Premium paid, in addition to rent, on obtaining 
possession of a dwelling. ^ 

KEY OF THE STREET. See GIVE THE KEY OF THE STREE 


to, 
KIBOSH. Nonsense. PUT THE KIBOSH ON. Put an end 
ruin, kill. 


KICK, n. (r) A strong sense of satisfaction. 


, 
| 
y 
(2) Sixpence. Н 
(3) See sack. 1 
KICK IN THE PANTS. A crude and vigorous reproof. 
KICK-OFF. A start. (Football.) 


KICK, COOL, ONE'S HEELS. Linger idly and unprofitably. 
KICK OUT. See HOOF OUT. 


KICK OVER THE TRACES. Commit unauthorized or highly 1 
unconventional actions. 

KICK THE BUCKET, THE BEAM. Die. 1 апа. 

KICK, KNOCK, THE STUFFING OUT or. Attack, violently : 
Successfully. Overcome. 


eate 
KICK UP A ROW, DUST, SHINDY, SHINE, BOBBERY etc. Cr 
a disturbance. 


KICK UP ONE'S HEELS. 
KICKSY-WICKSY. Wife, 


KID. (I) Deceive, delude. (“ He kidded her into believing 
that he was a bachelor.) 

(2) Child. (Also x1ppy.) [ 
KIDDER. IA dealer in corn. э a 
KIDNEY. Disposition, type. ( Bill is a man of a different 

kidney from George. ”) 


ROON iu 
KILL, SLAY. Incapacitate with laughter. (“ This {оке ' 
OR) (See LAUGH ONE'S HERD OFF.) Я 
KILLING. (т) Fascinating, charming. i 
.. (2) Exhausting. pa 
KILL THE PATTED CALF. Celebrate the return of an abse 
(The Bib. story of the Prodigal Son.) 5 
KILL ; uring 


TME (or a specified time), rile. 
Period of waiting. (“I have an hour to kil white 
_ George is on dut 29) X. f 
KIND OF, KINDER, KIND 0’, SORT OF c m ng 
("The house seemed kinder lon she left." 
i Ns 


А Я ra 
Indulge in unrestrained enjoymen 


a 


пр 
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KING CHARLES'S HEAD. A permanent and dominati 
obsession. с. ў P 7 POMPE 
S NE EIU David Copperfield.) 
NS ae Eternity, as represented by the next world. 
KING-PIN. The most important person in an organizati 
KING'S. Note: For phrases which vary with eee of the 
EA Sovereign, e.g. Queen's English, see QUEEN'S. 
GSTON BRIDGE. A card bent so that the pack is always 
" cut at the point of its insertion. 
IP. (x) n. Nap. 
(2) v. Sleep. KIP DOWN. Go to bed.  KIPHOUSE. 
T. Tramps' lodging-house. 
HE s of facet. and affectionate reproach, gen. prec. 
y "silly ". 
KISS-CURL. A curl on the forehead or over the ear. (Obs.) 
KISSER, TRAP, GIN-TRAP, POTATO TRAP, MOUSE TRAP, "TATER- 
oly TRAP, DOMINO-BOx. Mouth. , 
SSING crust. Where the lower раг 
meets the upper. 
KISS THE BLARNEY STONE. See BLARNEY. 
16; THE кор. Submit humbly to punishment or misfortune. 
БРТ OF WHISTLES. A Church organ. 
IT. Official outfit of clothing etc. Also loosely used for 
clothing or equipment generally. 


KITE. (т) Aircraft. | 
(2) A worthless bill of exchange or promise to pay. 
KITE-FLYING. Issuing Or circulating. 

KITTENS IN A BASKET. Close and intimate friends. 
KITILE-KATILE. (Sc.) Creatures difficult to understand, 
ee (Sc. meaning only, Intractable.) 
ITTY. (т) A prison. \ 
(2) The general repository of the stakes in card games, 
or any money for any specific purpose. Also 


8 POOL. 
IWI. A member of the ground-staff at an aerodrome. 


kup, (т) Diamond. 
(2) A heavy stone placed behind a cartwheel. (Both 
у from Dutch Klip, a rock.) 
KNAPPER, Head. 
ae HEARTS. Flirt. 
Wi TO A GRASSHOPPE 
Бү 


t of a cottage loaf 


к. Very small. (U.S.A. 
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KNEE-DRILL. Officially kneeling for prayers. (R.N.) 
KNICKS. Knickers. (Both abb. Knickerbockers.) 


KNIFEBOARD. The long double-sided wooden seat on top of 
horse-buses. (Now obs.) 


KNIFE-AND-FORK TEA. See HIGH TEA. D 
KNIGHT OF INDUSTRY. Anadventurer. (Obs.) Note: ee 
are many similar “knight” compounds, largely i 
explanatory and mostly obsolete, e.g. knight of of 
needle (tailor), knight of the napkin (waiter), knight 
the cleaver (butcher.) See 
KNOBS ON, WITH. With additions. (Facet., derog.) x 
SAME TO YOU. 
KNOCK, n. & v. Shock. 


5 . е. 
KNOCK-ABOUT АСТ. A crude and noisy comic performance’ 


I 
KNOCK ALL OF A HEAP, KNOCK COLD, KNOCK FOR SIX. OVE 
whelm with Surprise. 


KNOCK AROUND. Travel abo: 


ut generally. 
KNOCK BACK. 


(т) Gen. drink, but occ. eat. 
(2) n. A refusal, a shock. (Aust.) 25 
KNOCK DOWN. (т) v. Sell by auction. (Lot 37 i5 
knocked down for five shillings: 38 
(2) A KNOCK-DOWN PRICE. А very low Pe 
(“knock ” in both cases being an a 


sion to the fall of the hammer). 
(3) Beer. 
KNOCKING-SHOP, Brothel, 


KNOCK INTO A cocKED HAT, KNOCK END-ON. Confound, 
Overwhelm. 


G 
KNOCK INTO THE MIDDLE OF NEXT WEEK, KNOCK THE LIVIN 
DAYLIGHTS OUT Or. 


Administer a thorough thrashing: 
(See BEAT.) 


KNOCK OFF, (т) Cease work, 


(2) Contrive, make, (“Нез one of thos 
artists who can knock off а masterpic® 
once a week,") (Also KNOCK OUT.) 

KNOCK ON THE HEAD. Kill, destroy. 0 

KNOCK OUT, (x conspiracy of dealers at an auction * y 
refrain from competing, and hence to DIY 
very cheaply, with a view to subseque? 
Sale among themselves, 


(2) n. & v. Thefinaland decisive blow. (Boxing 
3) See KNOCK orr (2) 
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KNOCK-OUT. Something sensational, surprising. 

KNOCK-OUT DROPS. А drink (butyl chloride) used by thieves 
to make their victims unconscious. 

KNOCK SPOTS OFF, KNOCK INTO A CO 


Superior to. 
Demonstrate to be entirely un- 


KNOCK THE BOTTOM OUT OF. 
substantiated. (“ Medical evidence knocked the bottom 


out of the police theory of murder.") 
KNOCK up. (т) Make unwell, exhaust. 
(2) Make quickly and with little trouble. 
) Rouse from sleep. 
KNow-How. Understanding ; knowledge of. 
KNOWING. Artful. 
Mai With an established nopne 
e police point of view invariably pac: 
KNOW em ad oxiows. Possess full and expert know- 


CKED HAT. Be far 


reputation, good or bad; from 


OF DAY, KNOW HOW MANY BE 
wise, sophisticated. 


KNUCKLE DOWN, UNDER. Submit. 
KNUCKLE-DUSTER. A brass sheath covering the knuckles, 
and forming, with the clenched fist, à particularly deadly 
and dangerous weapon. Its use has lately been forbidden. 


eur, See NUT (2). 
К Өв x. Kitchener of Khartouih. 
“Оо. Look. (B.S.) 


Et See cosH. NE con 
OW-Tow. Bow humbly ; accept the superiority Of. (Ex. 


ш issive Oriental salutation.) 
e elaborate and submissiv: Ab 


KUDOS, Hi ^ 2 
tion, credit for 6006 * 
KULTUR. ae Eo EE of subordination to the State. 


(W.W.I.) 
KYE, Qne-and-sixpence. 


L 


L А 
e ! (Lord!) Excl. of surprise- 


^B. Laborato 
LACE, v, Add bits to a milder drink. 


(Almost obs) (See LAWKS.) 
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LACING. (I) A severe reprimand, 

(d Punishment generally. See GRUEL, GRUELLING- | 
LACE-UPS. Boots or shoes with laces. | 
LAD. A gay, irresponsible fellow. 

LADDIE, LADDY. Friendly coll. version of LAD. 
TADS OF THE VILLAGE. The male population generally. 


LA-DI-DA, LARDY-DARDY. Affectedly grand and stylish. 
LADIES’. Ladies’ lavatory 
LADY-KILLER, WOLF. 


a male flirt. 


LAG (gen. prec. by OLD). A hardened prisoner. | 


LAID IN THE LOCKER, LAID ON THE SHELF. Pawned. 
LAID UP IN LAVENDER. (т) Pawned. 


(2) Sentimentally cherished. 
LAIRY, LEARY, LEERY. Lazy and artful. 


LAM, LAMBAST, Thrash. У 
LAMMING. A thrashing. 


LAMB'S WOOL. A drink made of apples and spiced ale. 
LAME DOG, Duck. (т) A defaulter. 


(2) Someone in need of assistance. | 
LAMP. Eye, 


TAMP-POST. See BEAN-POLE. 
TAND. Secure (a job, a patron etc.). (Angling.) 
LANDER, A blow that lands on its mark—face or body 
LANDGRABBER. A landowner with no particular scrup | 

about attempting to acquire further property. ._ ha 
TANDLUBBER. Derog. for a landsman as contrasted wit 
Seaman. (Naut. 


LAND OF CAKEs, Scotland. 

LAND OF Nop. ` Sleep. indles — 

LAND-SHARK. A man who lies in wait for and swindle> _ 
Sailors on leave ashore. 

LANDSLIDE, 


i 

we. A sweeping and sensational change of politica" — 
opinion at an election. 

LAND WITH. Compel to shoulde 


(“Im landed with A t 
weeks,” "nl 


One who deliberately attracts women į 


r an undesired responsibility. М 
ane’s parrot for the next i 


Y 

| 4 
LANGUAGE. Bad language, swearing. 2 
LANTERN-JAWED, With à long, thin face. У 

‚ LAP. Any type of drink. " 
ТАР THE GUTTER. Become hopelessly intoxicated. * 
LAP UP. Eager ; 


ly absorb flattery or praise, 
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LARGE AS LIFE (AND TWICE AS NATURAL). Plainly visible. 

LARGE ORDER, TALL ORDER. An excessive demand. 

LARK. (т) n. A joke; merrymaking. (See FUN AND 

GAMES.) 
(2) v. Amuse oneself with jokes and informal games. 
Also LARK ABOUT, SKYLARK. 

LARN. Learn (actually, though ungrammatically, meaning 
“ teach ”) by punishing. (¢ IIL larn young Alf to throw 
stones at my cat.” 

LARRIKIN. Young ruffian, à rowdy youth. 

LARRUP. Thrash. 

LASHINGs. Large quantities. 

LAST SHAKE OF THE BAG. The youngest child. 

LAST straw, The event or blow under which one finally 
collapses. (Prov. The last straw breaks the camel's back.) 

LAST TRUMP. (т) The trumpet call which will sound on the 

Last Day, or Day of Judgment. 
(2) Final hope of victory. (Cards.) 
LATH-AND-PLASTER. Master. 
LAUGH AND JOKE. Smoke. (R.S.) t 
Have triumph 


LAUGH ON THE WRONG SIDE OF ONE'S MOUTH. у 
and elation turned to humiliation and chagrin. 


LAUGH ONE'S HEAD OFF, LAUGH FIT TO KILL, LAUGH LIKE 
n 
HELL, DIE LAUGHING, SPLIT, SHAKE ONE'S SIDES: Laugh 


immoderately. 


LAUGH то SCORN. Deride; sneer at. 
PRIVY, PETTY HOUSE, AUNT JANE 


(Aust.) 


LAV., LITTLE BOY'S ROOM, 
etc. Lavatory, water-closet. (Abb. W.C.) i 

LAVENDER, ALL; ALL BEER AND SKITTLES. (Always used in 
neg. All pleasure, comfort, ease- ( It’s not all lavender 
being a queen.") 

LAWKS, LAWKS A' MUSSY (Lord have mercy!). Excl. of 
Surprise. (Obs. 2 

ы ) 1 umbler. (Mil) 


LAY. (туу, Wager. «J lay this 
(2 n. RENS VOUS or scheme. (* What's old 
Brown's lay to-night ? ”) 
LAY-ABOUT (more correctly LIE). i; A 
LAY ABOuT ONE., Attack indiscriminately and fiercely. 
LAY By, Set aside for future use. j 
LAY-By, A cutting at the side of a main road, where lorry 
drivers can pull in for à short rest. 
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LAY BY THE HEELS. Capture and send to punishment. 
LAY DOWN ONE'S KNIFE AND FORK. Die. ES 
LAY DOWN THE LAW. Speak as one having knowledge 


authority, though not necessarily possessing either. 
LAY FOR. Lie in wait for (gen. to harm). 


LAY IT ON THICK. See COME IT STRONG. 


е R 
LAY IT ON WITH A TROWEL. Flatter fulsomely. See BUTTE 
UP. 


LAY Low. Defeat, overcome. 


LAY OFF. Cease, gen. from persecution or argument. гї 
LAY ONESELF OUT. Make a sustained, whole-hearted oe) 
(“The old woman laid herself out to amuse the chi 78а 
LAY ONE'S CARDS, HAND, ON THE TABLE. Make a full sta: 
ment, concealing nothing. " She 
LAY ONE'S TONGUE TO. Devise, think of (to say). ( " 
called me all the names she could lay her tongue to. 
LAY OUT. (x) Prepare for burial. 
(2) Apportion one's money. 
(3) Knock flat, senseless. 
LAYLOCK. Lilac. 
LAZE. Spend one's time lazily, idle. 
LAZYBONES. An idle, lazy person. j ill 
LAZY MAN'S LOAD. So much carried at once that it wi 
probably end in a fall. 
LEAD. (Theat) The chief róle. 


LEAD APES IN HELL. Die an old maid. ELI 
ED BY THE NOSE. Demand and receive servile obedience. 
LEADER. See LEADIN 


G ARTICLE (2). 
LEADING ARTICLE, (т) See SMELLER. 
(2) Editorial comment of a newspaper oF 
Periodical. Also LEADER. 
LEADING HEAVY. See HEAVY MAN. ; 
LEADING LINE or ARTICLE. A tradesman's term for his 
сану A special bargain intended to advertise the 
hop: 
LEADING-STRINGS, Support and guidance from another. 
The strings ‘are those dependent from a woman's apron.) 
LEAD SOMEONE A DANCE., Involve in much inconvenience 
and trouble, 
TEAD URTHE (GARDEN) PATH. Deceive or hoax; impose on- 
Note: In the above ro te 


TMS LEAD is pron. LEED. 
LEAD-POISONING, Death by shooting. 
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EES NEE: See SWING THE LEAD. 
EAF. (1) Leave, furlough. (Forces, chiefly R.N.) 

(2) Turn rapidly through a book or magazine. 
LEAK our. Become generally known after being a secret. 
LEAN AND FAT, (1) Hat. (R-S.) 

d (2) Rat. (RS. 

AN AND LuRcH. Church. (R-S-) 
LEAN OVER BACKWARDS. Take a perso 

to avoid suspicion of partiality. 

LEASTWAYS, LEASTAWAYS. At least, at any rate. 
LEATHERING. Thrashing (by implication with a leather strap). 
LEATHER MEDAL. (U.S.A.) Booby prize. . 
LEATHER-NECK, A marine. (Orig. ê soldier.) . 
LEAVE BE, LET BE. Refrain from interfering with. 
LEAVE corp. Fail to impress ОГ excite. 
LEAVE IN THE AIR. Leave unsettled. f 
LEAVE IN THE LURCH. Abandon when help is needed. 
LEFT, LEFT WING. Belonging to OF sympathizing with the 


Labour Party. (See RIGHT.) _, 1 f 

LEFT-HANDED COMPLIMENT. А nominal compliment ; actu- 

" ally an insult. 

т шр MARRIAGE. 

AD NED OATH. An оа 

ud AND LEG. Equal in a race. 
G IT. Walk quickly. 

TEE SMU OR ee One shaped like a leg of mutton. 

Bee up. Timely assistance. 

EGGO. Let go, release. 


nally distasteful course 


A morganatic marriage. 
th not meant to be kept. 


LEGGY. Long-legged. 
LEGIT. The Teeitimate drama, as opposed to music-hall or 
revue. 
LEISURE HOURS. Flowers. (R.S.) 
LEMME, Let me, allow me to. 
LEMONCHOLY, LEMONJOLLY- (Facet-) Melancholy. 
д he lend of your over- 


LEND, n. Loan. (“Thank you for t 
coat.") (See LOAN.) 

LEND A HAND, See BEAR A HAND. 

LEND WINGS то. Cause to hurry. " j 

LET atone, In addition to; even more SO. (* He can't 


aff i Jet alone а car.") 
р disturbed to follow one’s own 


LET, LEAVE ALONE. Leave un 
thoughts or occupations: 
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ТЕТ DAYLIGHT INTO. (т) Shoot holes in, kill. 
(2) Publicly expose. 

LET DOWN. Deceive and disappoint. 1 Н 
LET DOWN GENTLY. Treat with kindness and consideration, 
When imparting bad news or inflicting punishment. 
TET DRIVE, FLY. Strike, attack, with or without a weapon, 

or verbally. а, 
LET (ЕМ ALL COME. A general term of defiance. (From 
pop. song with that title, circa 1896.) үне ete 
LET IN FOR. Induced—frequently against one's inclinatio 
—to accept responsibility for. itten 
LETITRUN. (Journ) Allow an article or story to be writ 
without regard to rigid limitations of space. 
LET OFF. Forgive, allow to escape punishment. 
LET OFF STEAM. See BLOW OFF STEAM. 
LET ON. Reveal. А 1 
TET, TAKE, ONE'S BACK HAIR DOWN. Relax ; become informa 
and confidential. 
LET OUT. (т) Provide a loophole of escape. t 
(2) Increase the size of a garment by taking ou 
tucks etc. 
(3) Reveal a. secret. 
(4) Release. 5. 
LET RIP. (т) Allowto proceed without restraint or шын 
(2) Ignore, dismiss. (“I shall let rip to-night 5 
invitation to dinner.") (R.LP., requiescat i 
pace.) Also LET SLIDE. 
ТЕТ THE CAT OUT OF THE BAG. Unintentionally reveal. 
TET-UP, n. A pause; а breathing space. 
ost one can do. 
GS, LEVEL PEGGINGS, Equal terms. ith 
й unction as a liaison officer; get in touch with. 
LICH OWL, 


Sh. m. LICKING. А 

Met. demonstrate one's superiority to. (“I can lick 
old Carter at chess every time.") y 

LICK A MAN’s SHOES. Grovel and generally debase oneself. 


TICK-AND-A-PROMISE, A. A hasty, casual wash or polish. 

LICK INTO FITS, Utterly ieee ү ( li 

LICK INTO SHAPE, Make Generally presentable and in а 
creditable condition, (Ex. the habit of animals of 
licking their new-born young.) ӨҢҮ, 
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Mum A toady, a flatterer. 

nite HE DUST. See BITE THE DUST. 

i WAKE, A funeral feast. 

D. Hat. 

ns 0880; LIE LOW. Remain concealed or inconspicuous. 
N. ia Remain in bed late. ў 

Ns (2) Be in childbirth. j 
O. Halt; cease to proceed on its Voyage: 

e to a vessel at sea.) 
WITH ONE'S FATHERS. 


(App. only 


Die, and—at any rate in theory 


b eS buried with one's ancestors. 
» AS. А5 soon as, as readily. LIEFER. Rather, more 
readily. 


L А j ; 
IFER. A convict serving a life sentence. 


LIFT. (т) Steal. n. LIFTER. 

(2) Take for publication, without authority, a story 
or statement that has already appeared in 
another periodical. - 

(3) п. A ride given gratuitously in a vehicle to help 

LIFT NP As pedestrian on his v . 
LIF ONE's ELBOW. Drink (gen. implying excess). 
TORE тїтттк FINGER Make the. slightest effort. 
(Always in neg.) (“I wouldn’t lift my little finger to 
rege such a scoundrel.") 
TIGER AND DARK. Park. (К.5.) 
быт GERED GENTRY. Pickpockets. 
Lic T 0’ Love. Prostitute, wanton. ү 
HT OUT. Travel, move quickly (gen- used in past tense). 
псн meat out for home as fast as possible.) 
І A ез. 
пио: ae Light a pipe or cigarette. 
(2) Illuminate a car, building etc. | 
KE A HOUSE O' FIRE, LIKE 


Lr 
KE A SHOT, LIKE LIGHTNING, LI ) 

WILDFIRE, LIKE BLAZES, LIKE ONE O'CLOCK, LIKE ANY- 
НЕ LIKE SIN, LIKE WINKING, LIKE MAD etc. Emph. 
О denot d igour, 

L ote speed or vigour. 

TEE AS NOT, LELY AS NOT, LIKE us Probably. (^I 
Shall д like as not.” 

LIKE see you to-morrow, 

LIKES op, THE, People of the type of (Derog) (“ Wedon't 

associate with the likes of Mrs. Juggins.") А 

‘SOMETHING THE CAT'S BROUGHT IN. Utterly disreput- 


able, 


way. 


LIKE 
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mee : ee 
LIKE TO LIKE. Similar people tend to associate. (S 
BIRDS OF A FEATHER.) 


LILLEY & SKINNER. Dinner. (R.S. Ч E 
LIMB (OF SATAN). A rascal. (Freq. app. with affectionate 
facetiousness to a child.) 
LIMB OF THE LAW. An officer of the law. ar 
TIMBER UP. (т) (МП) Attach horses to the gun-lim 
(Largely obs.) " 
(2) Practise physical exercises to make one’s 


muscles supple. 
LIMBO. (I) Prison. 


(2) A dump or Storage place for unwanted articles 
(3) A pawnshop. 

LIMBY. A one-legged man. (N.Z., W.W.I and IL) loyal 

LIMEHOUSE, Coarse abuse. (Ex. a speech made by 1207 
George in Limehouse in I909. 

LIMELIGHT. Publicity, notoriety. (Theat.) 

LIMEY. (U.S.A.) A Briton. 

LIMIT, THE (ABSOLUTE, STICKY); 
of endurance or expectation. 
absolute limit.’’) 

LIMMICK Salt. 


LINE. (т) One’s job or pursuit, one’s especial interest 
(Also LINE or COUNTRY.) 
(2) A course of conduct. - dica 
(3) (GIVE SOMEONE A LINE.) Supply a general indic 
tion of what is needed. 
LINES, MARRIAGE LINES. Certificate of marriage. 
LINE-SHOOTER. See sHoor A LINE. 
TINE UP. (т) v. Draw up formally in a straight line. n 
2) n. The arrangement of troops before 
engagement. 
LINEN DRAPER, Pa 


THE END. The extremity 
(“ Jim's rudeness is 


LINGO, Any | рег. (R.S.) 

p anguage or di 5 n : 
LINO. D Se or dialect except one's own 
LION. A dist 


inguished person, ] 


: Д е 
LION-HUNTER. One seeking the society of such lions. Sê 
TUFT-HUNTER 


Impudence, impertinence (verbal). (“ None of yout 
lip, my lad.”) 

LIP SERVICE, Ser 

LIQUIDATE, Eli 


LIP. 


vice in words only. 
minate, gen. by murder. 
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LIQUOR. n. Any intoxicant. v. To drink the same. 

LIQUORED. Intoxicated. (See IN LIQUOR.) 

LITTLE BIRD. Facet. term for an anonymous informer. 
(“A little bird tells me you're getting married next 


month.’’) 


LITTLE Boy’s ROOM. See LAV. 1 
LITTLE-GO. The first examination for a Cambridge Degree. 


LITTLE MARY. Stomach. (Ex. a comedy in which the phrase 
was used.) 
LITTLE STRANGER. A newly-born or about-to-be-born baby. 
ee WOMAN, THE. Wife. 
d LIT UP. Intoxicated. 
E IN ONE'S TRUNKS, BOXES. 
with no fixed home. w 
LIVE LIKE A LORD, LIKE A FIGHTING COCK. Live in luxury. 
LIVE LIKE A PLOVER, Live on practically nothing. 
LIVE stock, (т) Cattle or other farm animals. (See DEAD 
STOCK.) } 
тту; (2) Fleas or other body vermin. 
p E WIRE. A dynamic, energetic person. 
SACR A LoAD. Large quantities. 
AF (of bread). (т) Head. 
Tous . (2) Dead. (К.5.) 
КВ Dawdle aimlessly. 
Lo N, v. Lend. А z 
aay AND FISHES. Material benefits. (Bib.) 
"m A type of bowling in cricket. 
ioc me (M) etur Spouse 
* п or pu x D ت‎ 
LOCK-UP, de cell (Gens in a local police station). - 
LOCUM, Locum tenens, one taking over work temporarily 
rom . doctors or clergy- 
loc ROLLING publicly praising the work of an author, 
om artist etc., with the object of obtaining praise in return. 
s. : 
torre SEE with a series of clumsy, slovenly 
Movements. 
LOLLY, LOLLYPOP. 


Be constantly travelling, 


i ` beach (where trippers from 
ir refreshments). (See 


ORDINARY.) 
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LONDON PARTICULAR. See PEA-SQUPER. ix 
LONE WOLF. A self-centred person, one who does not mi 
well with others, 
LONG ACRE. (r) Newspaper. 
(2) Baker. (R.S.) Bin 
LONG CHALKS, A LONG CHALK. A great deal. (‘ Jane isn 
as popular as her sister, by long chalks.") 
LONG CLAY. See CHURCHWARDEN, 
LONG-FACED. Depressed-looking, 
LONG-FACED CHUM. Horse, 
LONG-HAIRED CHUM. Girl friend, sweetheart. 
LONG HUNDRED. A hundred and twenty. 
LONG IN THE TOOTH, Old. ing.) 
TONG ODDS. The chances being heavily against. (Кеш 
LONG PULL. An extra amount of beer etc, served gratuitous y 
in addition to that ordered. ce 
LONG SHOT. An assumption which has only a remote chan 
of being correct, | 
LONG-TAILED BEGGAR. Cat. 
LONG vac. The long (summer) vacation, (Univ. & Law.) 
LONG-WINDED. Verbose. 
Loopy. A stupid, idle person. 


LOOK, LOOK HERE! Excl. to call someone’s attention. (More 
often app. to hearing than sight.) Y 

LOOK ALIVE, LIVELY, SHARP, SNAPPY, SLIPPERY, SLIPPY- 
Hurry, be quick, 


Glare angrily. 


e 
LOOK DOWN ONE’S NOSE. Sneer. ("She looks down her nos 
at anyone who hasn't à title," 


LOOK FOR A NEEDLE IN A BUNDLE OF Hay, Search for a? 
, Object with only a remote Prospect of success. “You 
LOOKIN. A chance, opportunity ; a hope of success. ( a 
look РВУ for the post, but T dowi think you'll have 
ook in," 
LOOK NINE ways FOR SUNDAY. Squint. 
pes OUT. Be alert, careful, t) 
OOK OUT FOR сортта, Be prepared for trouble. (Nauti 
LOOK-SEE, An investigation B | 


2) Verify from tint a fact or reference. 
LOOK WHo’s Su Excl. Т ] 


^^ either ironical, or on meeting 
someone unexpectedly. 
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LOOK wHo's TALKING! An ironical or facet. reproof for 
foolish or unduly self-satisfied talk. f 
Loony, n. & v. Crazy. 
LOONY-BIN. A mental home, a lunatic asylum. 
Loopy. Mentally deficient. 
LOOSE END(s), AT. With no definite occupation. 
LOOSE FisH. (т) A person with no definite occupation. 
(2) A harlot. 
LOOT. Lieutenant. (U.S.A.) 
LOP-SIDEpD. With unequal sides, unbalanced. 
LORD IT OVER. Assume an attitude of superiority. 
LORD LOVE-A-DUCK |, LOR’ LUMME ! (Lord love me !). Excl. 
of surprise. 
LORD LovEL. Shovel. (R.S.) 
LORD Mayor. Swear. (R.S.) 
LORD OF CREATION. Man. 
LORD or THE MANOR. Tanner. (Sixpence.) (R.S)) 
LORD TOMNODDY. See TOMNODDY. 
TC Make one's way along a roa 
e -HIKE. 
(See. HITCH-HIKE.) ated (CRACA) 


LOSE FACE. Be put to shame, 
LOSE ONE's HAIR, RAG, SHIRT. Become suddenly angry. 


(See KEEP YOUR HAIR ON etc.) . j 
LOSE ONE’s HEAD. Become irresponsible and incapable of 


d by lifts in lorries. 


coping with an emergency. 
LOSE ONE'S TONGUE. Бо speechless from excess of 
, emotion. 
B. WIFE. Salt. (Naut.) 
TION, ink. 
Bene in bad taste; esp. app. to the 


Loup. Startling, and gen. 
wearing of over-bright colours. 
TOUNGE-LIZARD. See GIGOLO. ay dirty 
OUSY, Thoroughly bad; disgusting y, 2) { 
Lousy WITH. Unpleasantly crowded with. (“ Тһе beach is 
lousy with trippers.") 
LOVE-cHitp. See BY-BLOW. | 
LOVE-cuRLs, LovELOCKS. Hair wo 
LOVE IN A COTTAGE. Marriage on a 
LOVELY, (т) n. A stage or similar pro 
: 2) a. See SWEET. NA 
Dove nrak Ne house in which a man keeps his mistress. 
LOVERLY, LUVVERLY, a. Lovely, beautiful. 


rn low over the forehead. 
very small income. 
fessional beauty. 
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LOVEY, LOVEY-DOVEY. A Sentimental term of affection. 
LOVE YOU AND LEAVE YOU, IL. Facet. farewell. ading 
LOWBROW. Опе who has “ popular ” tastes in music, re 

etc. (See HIGHBROW.) 
LOWDOWN. (т) adj. Mean. 


LOW SPIRITS. A sta 
LOW WATER, IN. 


LOZENGES. Cartridges, (W.W.I.) 


LUBRICATE. Supply with drink. 
LUBRICATED. Intoxicated, 


justi k. 
Extreme and unjustifiable luc 1 
of endearment to an elderly gt 
LUCKY PENNY (or any other coin) One with a hole 
LUCKY PIECE, (I) A coin. er. 
© Illegitimate child of a well-to-do fath 


LUCKY STONE. A stone with a natural hole through it. 
LUCKY STRIKE, A stroke of luck. 


LUG. (r) n. Ear. (Sc.) 
(2) v. Pawn. 


(3) Drag along with an effort, 
LUG-BOX. Mouth 


LUMBER. Pawn, 


LUCKY. (Sc) Term 


-A7 
LUMMY| (т) Excl. = Lord love me. (See LORD LOVE 
DUCK, 
(2) Delightful, first-class. (Also LUPTIOUS.) 
LUMP IT. Е 


ndure ; put up with. 
LUMP OF COKE, Bloke, (R.S.) 
LUMP OF LEAD, Head. (R.S.) 
LUNNON. London, 
LUPTIOUS. See LUMMY ! (2). 
LURCHER, (т) A rogue. 


(2) Mongrel dog of a type highly popular with 
Poachers and gipsies, 
LUSCIOUS, Delightful (to taste, to view). 
HUSEG (0) cst Bear tice other intoxicating drink. 
(2) a. Seductive (of a girl). 
LUSH HOUSE, low public house, 
LUSHY COVE, MAN, A drunkard, 
LUVVERLEY, See LOVERLY. 
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LYDFORD LAW. Punish first and try afterwards. 
LYME HOUND. Bloodhound. 


M 


МАС. (т) Abb. Macdonald and other Scotch names with that 
refix; hence nickname for a Scotchman. 
(2) Mackintosh. 
MACHINE. Bicycle (earlier, Carriage). 
MACONOCHIE. Tinned stew. (W.W.L) 
.MAD. Annoyed, angry. k 
MAD AS A HATTER, AS A MARCH HARE. Crazy. 
MAD AS-A WET HEN, AS MUD. Furiously angry- (U.S.A.) 
MADAM, (т) A precise, over-sophisticated little girl. ("She's 
a proper little madam.") 

(2) A kept woman. s Д 

MADE, MADE MAN, Successfully established, with a definite 


reputation. 
MADGE, Barn owl. 4 
95 Mest. А lifebelt worn by the RA in W.W.H. (Ex. 
e fi f a film star of that name. 
S debris wit hilarious abandon. (The 


MAFFICK, Celebrate with wild and 
M Relief of Mafeking in 1900.) 
AG. (r) Magazine. 
M (2) n. & v. Talk, chatter. 
79999 Annoyed, irritated. 
MAGGIE ANN. Margarine. А 
MAGGor, A fixed idea; ап obsession. 
MAGcory. Extremely drunk. Ў Г 
MAGPIE. (r) One who collects, magpie-fashion, useless odds 
and ends. x 
(2) The circle next to the innermost one (the bull’s- 
eye) of a target. (See BULLS EYE.) 

3) An Anglican bishop. 
MAHOGANY, Dining table. 
MAHOGANY-rLAT. A louse. 
MAID op ALL WORK. See GENERAL. NDA 
MAIDEN over, (Cricket.) An “over” (see OVER) in which 
MAIDEN E LP first speech 

N SPEECH. An M.P.’s first 5 З 

MAIDEN’s а Ап observation balloon. (W.W.L) 
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MAIDEN TOWN. A town never captured by the enemy. 

MAIL, V. Post, despatch (a letter) by mail. (U.S.A-) mia 

MAILED FIST. Threat of drastic military action. (Fro 
Speech of William, II of Germany in 1897.) 

MAIN SHEET. Brandy or similar alcoholic drink. 

MAJOR, THE. Sergeant-major, 

MAKE. Acquire; appropriate, steal. 

MAKE A BALK. Disappoint someone. 

MAKE A BREAK. (r) Run from the police. (N.Z) . vore 

(2) Change or take a rest from one 5: d to 

MAKE A DAY, OR NIGHT, OF IT. Devote the whole perio 

one special object, Ben. a festivity. 


га р tion 
MAKE A DEAD SET AT. Concentrate one’s entire atten 
upon, 


MAKE A HAND АТ. Perform successfully. 


MAKE A HOLE IN. Use a large portion of. y 
Ч sum 

MAKE A HOLE IN ONE’S POCKET. Cost a considerable 

MAKE A HOLE IN THE WATER. Drown oneself. 

MAKE A LONG NOSE. See cock a SNOOK. 


MAKE AND MEND, (R.N.) Time (Thursday afternoon) 
devoted to mendi 


AND 
ng or amusements. (See MAKE DO 
MEND.) 1 
+ е ing 
MAKE A PERSON’S EARS BURN. Discuss him intimately dur 
is absence, 


MAKE A PERSON'S FLESH CREEP, 
MAKE A PLACE TOO HOT TO HOL: 


Ieputation that one has to 
MAKE A POINT OF. 


Horrify, frighten exceedingly; 
D ONE. Acquire such a 


Cause a violent disturbance. 
MAKE A SONG AND DANCE ABOUT. Make a fuss about. 
MAKE A SPLASH, Create excitement and interest. 
MAKE A STRIKE. 


Be lucky. 
MAKE AWAY WITH. Destroy, kill. 4 the 
MAKE BRICKS WITHOUT STRAW. Achieve success without 
necessary materials. (Always in neg.) (Bib.) Еге 
МАКЕ DO AND MEND. ‘The general business of making 
best use of one’s clothes, (W.W.IL.) Пу 
MAKE EYES AT, MAKE SHEEP'S EYES AT. Gaze sentimenta 
at; ogle, 
: MAKE FACES, Distort one's features, 


MAKE FOR, Set out with a definite objective. (“ We're 
making for London, but may not get as far.) 


MAKE HEAD OR TAIL OF. Comprehend. 


MAKE OLD BONES. Live to be old 
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MAKE FREE. Behave without restraint. 

MAKE FREE WITH. Help oneself to. 

MAKE GAME Or. Taunt, treat with amusement and contempt. 
MAKE соор. Succeed in spite of obstacles. 

MAKE HAY oF, Reduce to a complete muddle. 

MAKE HAY WHILE THE SUN SHINES. Take advantage of a 


favourable opportunity. (Al ; ) 
ways in neg. 


(“I can’t make head or tail of it.) (See MAKE NOTHING 


jus OF (т), MAKE ойт (2).) 
E HEAVY WEATHER OF. 
M regard. too seriously. 

AKE IT. Ultimately succeed. 
M punctual arrival) — . 

АКЕ IT snappy! Be brief. 
MAKE IT up, See MAKE UP. 
MAKE IT warm. Make affairs unpleasant. 

MAKE LIGHT or, Treat as unimportant. 

MAKE MERRY. Celebrate, rejoice. ў p 

MAKE MINCEMEAT Or. Reduce to complete ineffectiveness. 
(“ The great lawyer made mincemeat of the defendant’s 
arguments.” 

MAKE oo MA financially. (See MAKE ONE'S PILE.) 

MAKE No BONES ABOUT. Act firmly, without hesitation. 


Attach undue importance to ; 


(Frequently app. to а 


MAKE No 

NO opps. Be of no consequence. H 

МАКЕ NorHING or, (1) Fail to comprehend. (“I can make 
nothing of these accounts.) 


(2) Treat as negligible, unimportant. 


wee OFF. Depart (gen. after committing an illegal action). 
АКЕ ofp wiru. Steal and depart with. 
(always in neg). 
MAKE ONESELF AT HOME. Behave with the informality of a 
Person in familiar surroundings. ! 
MAKE ONEĞELr SCARCE. Eliminate oneself bya quick departure. 
ae ONE's MARK. Distinguish oneself. 
У ONE's prre. Acquire riches. $ 
MAKE our, (1) Compile. (We'll make out a list of what 
5 aceda derstand 
we 2) Comprehend, unde i J 
MAKE RINGS O BUN RINGS ROUND. Completely surpass 
or triumph over. 


MAKE short work or. End quickly. 
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MAKE SO BOLD, SO FREE. Dare, venture. 4 h 
MAKE SOMEONE SIT UP. Surprise, startle him. lv attra _ 
MAKE SOMEONE'S MOUTH WATER. Create an intense tion ° 
tive picture, verbally or otherwise. E His descrip 
the banquet made my mouth water. ) j 
MAKE THE FUR FLY. Fight furiously. S.A.) ` 
MAKE THE ‘GRADE. Succeed. (See MAKE rr) (U.S.A: 


E 
ae 5 ET TÉ 
MAKE THE RUNNING. Initiate and continue. (See 5: 

' PACE) 


MAKE THINGS HUM. 
excitement, 
MAKE TRACKS (FOR). 
MAKE UP. (т) 


à and 
Create an atmosphere of action 


Depart hurriedly (to). h 

Compose, invent. ал 

(2) v. dn. Cosmetics for beauty treatment 
the’ application of these. 

(3) End a quarrel. (Also MAKE IT UP.) 


(4) Compensate. 
MAKE-WEIGHT. An addition 


necessary weight. E 
MAMMON OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. Money. (Bib.) ho lives 
MAN ABOUT TOWN. One with no definite profession, W 

а social and sophisticated life. take any 
MAN FRIDAY. А man-servant prepared to underta 

form of work. (Ex. Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe.) 
MANHANDLE. Assault roughly. 


А n. 
x ed О 
MAN OF HIS WORD. One whose promises can be тере "| 
MAN OF PARTS, One possessing a variety of accompli 0; 


MAN OF STRAW, OF WAX. Опе with no reputable backgrou 
unreliable and untrustworthy. 

MANDARIN. A pompous official. (Chinese.) 

MANGY. Squalid and mean. 


5 police district. (Police slang.) d th A 
MARCHING ORDERS. Official orders in connection Wi 
journey. (Mil. А 
MARE’S NEST. mour, a mere invention. 
MARGE, Margarine. 


Sovereign, (Obs, t 
PENNY, Secret ЖОН" given by tradesmen 
Servants, 

MARRIAGE LINES, 
MARROW-BONEs, 


MARRY ANNE, MARR: 


the 
that will bring the total to 


0 


See LINES, 
ees, 


IANNE. The guillotine. | 
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I MISTRESS ROPER. Enlist in the Marines. 
IARTIN DRUNK. Excessively drunk. 
MARTIN-LE-GRAND. Hand. (R.S.) 
MASH. Attempt to impress and charm the opposite sex. 
MASHER. One who devotes his time to this occupation ; 
& dandy. (Obs.) 
MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS. Withdrawal of unpassed Bills 
at the end of the Parliamentary Session. (Bib.) 
MATAPAN STEW. A dish made from left-over portions of food. 
wr Aust.) 
ics Friendly mode of address. 
Er Friendly, sociable. 
P HS. Mathematics. 
VAR ONE Sailor. (Fr. Matelot.) 
Е Matriculation. 
; MAULEY. Fist. Г 
MAUTHER, wawrHER. А young girl. (E. Anglian.) 
WORM. A hypocrite. 
ME You. Menu. (Facet.) 
EAN A THING (NOT). Possess no me or value. 
“ Her i n't mean a thing." 
MEAN E са to deal with a situation firmly and 
thoroughly. (The phrase is frequently used as a threat.) 
E Meagre ; contemptibly inadequate. 
ıı SKEWER. Sword or bayonet. 
EDICAL. A medical examination as to fitness for a post or 
enlistment in the Forces. 


DICO, D 
Aree octor. i ; 
"ed NES WATERLOO. Encounter final and irretrievable 
efeat. Y 
(lit. an acute 


MEGRIMs, тнк. An attack of acute depression 
DN headache). 
UPPER. Harvest supper. ak 
Disappear by degrees; be squandered. (“ His legacy 
ogee within a sete 
IL, a. Mentally defective. LA 
MERCHANT. Fellow. person (with a slightly patronizing effect). 
ERE NOTHING. Utterly trivial; not worth recognition or 
anks, 


MERROW 
. A mermaid. 
MERRY As 4 GRIG. Very jolly and happy: 


MERRY DANCERS, The northern lights. 


Mer 
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MERRY MONDAY. The day before Shrove Tuesday. 
MESPOT. Mesopotamia. (W.W.I. 0 ient and untidy 
MESS ABOUT WITH. Deal with in an inefficient ап е 
way. L usela. 
METHUSELAH. An extremely aged person. (Bib. Meth 
is alleged to have lived to the age of 969.) 
ME-TOO. Imitate. (U.S.A.) , š ^ immor- 
MICAWBER-LIKE. Possessing the qualities of Dickens a eL 
tal character in David Copperfield—an ungue to he 
optimism and faith in something “ turning up 
him out of his troubles. aA 
MICK, MICKY, MIKE, PADDY, PADDYWHACK. An Irishman; 


ith 
8 re Wl 
MIDDLE-AGED SPREAD. General widening of the figu 


middle-age, - 
MIDDLE-BRACKET, Halfway up a list. ( ood 1° 
MIDDEING, MIDDLIN' (т) Neither particularly gi 


articularly bad. -adlin£ 
(2) adv, Moderately, e.g. mid 

old (often used of ") 

(See FAIR то MIDDLIN'. jish 


foo. 
MIDSUMMER MADNESS; MIDSUMMER NOON. Utterly 


and impracticable. 
MIFFY. (I) The Devil. 
(2) adj. Ready to take offence, 
MIKE. (т) Microphone, 
(2) Stroll aimlessly. 
MILK-AND-WATER, adj. Feeble, inadequate, 


ous 
MILK OF HUMAN KINDNESS, Natural and spontane 
kindness. ; Ww уу.) 
EE EON! (RAE) А regular ог easy sortie. (W. 
MILKSOP. 


ООР.) 
An effeminate, trivial person. (See NINCOMP' 
MILK-WOMAN, А wet-nurse. (Sc.) 


MILL. (Y) A boxin -match. i nd 
B v. To cord around іп a state of excitement а! 
movement. 

MILLER'S DAUGHTER. Water, (RS. 

MILLER'S EYE. А hard lump of dough in a loaf. 

MINCE MATTERs, 
fully, choose one’s words ca 
neg.) (“I didn’t mince ma 
thought him a scoundrel.) 


i n 
refully. (Almost always "1 Р 
MINCE PIES, Eyes, (R.S.) 


Неге, but told him plainly 


t- 
MINCE WORDS. Speak judiciously and {ас 


\; 
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MIND ONE's BOOK. Ве studious. 

api ene P's AND Q's. Behave with punctilious correcti- 
ude. 

MIND YOUR EYE. Proceed with caution. (See WATCH ONE'S 
STEP, WATCH OUT.) 

MINE’s. Mine is, my choice of a drink is. 

MINGY. (т) Stingy, mean. (See MEASLY.) 

(2) Unfairly small. (App. to a share or portion.) 

MINION or THE LAW. Policeman. (Old-f.) 

MINNIE. Ger. Minnenwerfer, a trench mortar. (W.W.L) 

MINT, Absolutely new and unspoilt. 

MIRACULOUS. Extremely drunk. 

MISCHIEF, v, Bewitch. j 

MISERY. (x) A doleful person, a pessimist. 

(2) Gin. 

MISS. A CN А 

MISS THE BUS, Fail to seize a vital opportunity. 

MISSUS, THE. Wife; fem. head of the house. 

MITT. (т) A fingerless glove. 

MI (2) See FIN. 

TTENS, Handcuffs. ' § 

MIXER, A Goop. A friendly, sociably-minded person. (BAD 

Me PHXER, the reverse.) LM 

UX-UP. A muddle, a general mêlée. 

Mees DO A MIZzLE. Decamp. 

ERES A slop-basin. (Bib. Juv.) 

AN, n. & v. Grumble. 

MOANING MINNIE. Air-raid siren. (W.W.IL) 

MODERN BABYLON. London (also app. to New York and 
other great cities when regarded as centres of sexual 
Immorali 077 

a MINH The intermediate examination at Ox- 
Ord. (See GREATS.) 
ee б Cat. 
akey MADAM.) 


MOLL. P Syd ОМАН 
1 . Prostitute. (See KEPT WOMAN, р 
MOLtycoppis, v, Таке unnecessary and excessive саге of 


One's health, Also n. A 
bos Low spirits; depression. 


MOLLYGRUB, MULLIGRUBS. 


Moro, p) 


MONAKER, MONIKER., (x) Name. 
4 b) A sovereign. (Obs) 


d 
150 ‘DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG 


AGREES 
me on 
MONDAY FEELING, п. (a. MONDAYISH). Disinclinati 
return to work after the week-end. t 
MONEY-BAGS. A rich, elderly man. É h little 
MONEY FOR JAM, OLD ROPE ètc. Money obtained with 


effort or for ractically nothing. I: 
MONEY TALKS. Money has strong powers of persuasion 
MONKEY. (т) £500. idly- 

9 g Interfere foolishly with; behave stup 
П. MONKEY BUSINESS. 
See GET ONE’S MONKEY UP. д Com- 
MONKEY Eo GOAT. K.C.M.G. (the Order of Knight 
mander of St. Michael and St. George). and girl 
MONKEY'S PARADE. A strip of road used by youths, и 

“sp. on Sundays, to acquire or meet acquain З 
MONTH, WEEK OF SUNDAYS. А long time, or never. 
MOOCH. Loaf about aimlessly. ) 

MOON. (I) Month (prison sentence). 1 (Also 
p v. Saale aimlessly and absent-mindedly. ( 
MOON ABOUT.) 
MOONLIGHT, See MOTHER'S MILK. ` 15 posses” 
MOONLIGHT FLIT. Departure late at night with one’s р 
sions to avoid Payment of rent. 
MOONRAKER, Smuggler, ) , 
MOONSHINE, (т) Nonsense; wishful thinking. ; 
(2) Illicit whisky. 
MOON'S MAN, (1) Gipsy. 4 
(2) Highwayman. (Obs.) 
MOPS AND BROOMS. See ALL MOPS AND BROOMS. 
MOPS AND MOWs. Grimaces. obs.) 
MOP FAIR. An annual fair for hiring servants. (Eras tely- 
MOP THE FLOOR WITH. Knock down; overcome comple 
MOP UP, (т) Drink, n. fter & 
(2) Eliminate the remains of opposition а 
victory, (Mil.) р. 
MOPPET. Affectionate name for a child or young girl. 
MOREISH. So desirable that one wants more. dit- 
MORE KICKS THAN HA'PENCE, More blame than cash or cre 
MORE POWER то YOUR ELBOW! Expression of frien 


TY. See WORSE LUCK. ЧО 
м MERRIER. The greater the number (of people) the 
er, 
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MORNING. The first glass of whisky of the da 5с 
MORNING AFTER THE NIGHT BEFORE. The erent be Se a 
"a previous evening's indulgence in dissipation. 
ii RN'S MORN. Morning. (Sc.) 

ORTAR-BOARD, TRENCHER CAP. Cap with a square top worn 
Ф at schools and colleges. 

OSES BAskET. A small portable cot for babies. (The Bib. 
IM story of Moses in the bulrushes.) 
MOSES ROD. A diviner's rod. 
MY ALONG. Tramp along. (Naut.) 
Mor orr. Depart quickly. 
i SKY. Dolphin. 

105500, MOUNSEER. (Pop. Сог. Mon: 


sieur.) A Frenchman. 
MOTHBALL FLEET. (1) Ships of the Reserve Fleet 


I laid up and 


not commissioned. 
(2) App. to anyone wearing an excess of 
мотн clothing. 
MOT ER-AND-DAUGHTER. Water. (R.S.) 
M HER BUNCH. A stout, gen. elderly woman. 
OTHER CAREY'S CHICKENS. (1) Stormy petrel. 
Mor (2) Snow. 
ME cAREY's Goose. Great black petrel. 
UNAM. Beer. 
Mou Hysterical. Gi 
AU SMILE, MOTHER'S RUIN, MOONLIGHT. "ui. 
M THER wir. Natural and native intelligence. 
OULDy, (r) Unattractive, of little value. 
(2) Intoxicated. 
MOUNSEER. See MOSSOO. 
Mou TAIN DEW. Scotch whisky. 
MOUSE-TRAP. See KISSER. 

USE-TRAP CHEESE. The cheapest 
Mov: cheese, rationed in W.W-II and 
M THFUL, А. А lengthy or important speech. 

OUTH tie ТИБ BOTTOM OF A PARROT S) BIRD S, CAGE: Foul- 
ness of taste following excessive drinking. 


OVE; NI Dı 
. odge, manceuvre. Ju NM 
MOVIE FIEND, ERE over-frequent, over-enthusiastic visitor to 


is the cinema. 

MOVIES, The cinema. (U.S.A. 1913.) 

R. (rarely MISS) RIGHT. One's destined partner, husband or 
Wife. 


and least attractive 
for some time after. 
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tries 
MR. SHARP. Contemptuous name for anyone who 
unsuccessfully to’ ps Sal 
MRS. CHANT. Aunt. Ө. Ў ility- 
MRS. GRUNDY. Gen. piel for conventional respectabla | ) 
MRS. МОРР. А charwoman. (The wireless progra gen 
MRS. PARTINGTON. One making a futile and unin Mrs. Р. 
attempt to prevent progress. (A play in which a ) 
tried to sweep back the Atlantic with a broom. 
м.т. (Punning) “Empty”. (Gen. app. to bottles.) 
MUCH OF A MUCHNESS. Similar, prac. identical. 
MUCK ABOUT. Waste time in ineffective efforts. 
MUCK CHEAP. See DIRT CHEAP. 
MUCKER. (т) An untidy, dirty person. 
(2) A heavy fall. ) 
(3) COME A. Meet with disaster. 


165 
алые 
MUCK IN, PIG IN, WITH. Share quarters and household 
with, 


MUCK OUT, Render penniless. 

MUCK UP. Spoil, i) 

MUCKIN. (Mil.) Butter. (Hindustani. og, my 

MUD. Utterly ш (“Since I offended old Jones, 
name has been mud in the family." 

MUD-CRUSHER. Infantryman. 

MUD-HOOK, An anchor. \ 

MUD IN YOUR EYE. See BOTTOMS UP. n petty 

MUDLARK. Orig. a waterside frequenter involved in Waves | 
crime ; latera street urchin, a gamin. Also STREET | 

MUD-PIPES, Gumboots. 


Ot 
MUD-SLINGING. Indulging in slander and the spreading - 
false rumours, 
MUDDLE-HEADEp, Mentally confused and incoherent. spite 
MUDDLE THROUGH. Succeed by sheer perseverance in SP 
of inefficiency, 
MUFF. (т) n, An ineffective or stupid person. ould 
(2) v. Make a failure of. (“ I knew the horse w 


muff that last jump.’’) 
MUFFIN-FACED, Xpressionless, 


MUFFIN Worry, (See BUN Worry, Also 
MUG. (1) A stupid person, easily imposed upon. Als 
MUGGINS, i : 
(2) See prar. t 
MUGGER, Crocodile. (Hindustani.) 


Mor 
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MUG UP, swaT up. Learn by heart for an examination or 
M Some special occasion. ў 
UGWUMP. Orig. an Indian chief, later an important person 
or an independent member of Congress, and finally one 
who is cautiously non-committal. Facet. defined as Ча 
man who sits on the fence with his mug on one side and 
uu HS Wump on the other”. (U.S.A) 
LE. (r) A stubborn person. a. MULISH. 
MU (2) (PL) Heelless house slippers. 
LL. n. A muddle. ] 
MU. v. To fail; to create a muddle (chiefly sport). 
myy SRUBS. See MOLLYGRUB. 
M. (т) Affectionate for mother. | 
uw. (2) Silent. квк мим. Reman silent. 
mae S THE WORD. Say nothing about the matter. 
MUMBLE-CHEST, A toothless man. Р 
UMBO-juMBo, А string of meaningless nonsense seriously 
Mu: uttered. (Native African.) 
MU Beggar. 
eae ne DAY. St. Thomas’ Dey, 
ER PLUMs. Potatoes. S. i 
MURDER ұт ure Tbe un however unpleasant, will 
eventually become known. 
Крке (т) Containing discreditable secrets. 
2) Dirty, bby. „Б 
MURKY ee (Сеп {асе}. Ап unsavoury ог criminal 
Past 
MURPHY, Irish surname ; 
Y. Potato. xtremely common 115 ; 
4 Potatoes are the AG article of diet of the Irish peasant.) 
CLE IN, See HORN IN. 
MUSE Sentimental to a foolish extent. 
Mus IROOM. Umbrella. х 
HROOM company. А public 
MUST tability or reputation. | 
Mugs, An urgent necessity. 
M STARD, First-class, excellent. (See HOT STUFF (1).) 
: Fool. \ 
MUTTON DRESSED As LAMB. An elderly woman dressed in Ње 
Style of a young one. 


December 21st. 


company of no standing, 


MUTTON 
saa ON EACED; d-faced. 
MUTTON FIST. dinde казу hand. See HAM-FISTED. 


TON-HEAD, Fool. 


154 DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG 


MUVVER. Mother. (Cockney.) 4 i 
MUZZLE, v. Silence, refuse permission to speak. 
MUZZY. Semi-intoxicated ; dazed. А 
MY (GIDDY) AUNT! . Excl, of astonishment. L (а the 
MY GODFATHERS, WORD, HAT, pees etc. Excl. 

t example, evasion of My God. M ev 
MY FOOT ! EEG of disbelief, following repetition of a рг 


OE 6 an 
remark. ("George is a gentleman. Gentlem 
foot | ") 


MYNHEER. A Dutchman. 


1005 


М 


е: Ша 
(Initials.) Navy, Army & Air Force Institute; fof 


5 0115 
Organization that provides canteens and геѕіго! 
the Forces. 


NAAFI. 


NAB. Seize, esp. arrest. ч 
NABOB. A rich man, a capitalist. 
NAGGY, -IE. A pony, Expose, P 
NAIL, NAIL DOWN, NAIL TO THE COUNTER. xp М 
a lie. norte 
; ; 5 
NAILIN ONE'S COFFIN, п. An action or event likely to 


one’s life, or impair or ruin 
NAILING. First-class, excellent. 
NAKED TRUTH. The crude or literal truth. 
NAMBY-PAMBY. Insipid, feeble. it. state the 
NAME THE DAY (applicable to a woman only). Lit. 2) 


е 
ау on which she is willing to marry; loosely, acceP 

proposal of marriage. 
NANCY, NANCY Boy. See PANSY. 
NANNA, NAN 


NIE. (т) A children's nurse, 
(2) Granny. 
NAP, NAPPER, Hat. ‚ existin’’ _ 
МАРОО. (Corr. of Fr. II nya plus.) No longer € 3 
futile, finished, dead. (W.W.L.) 
NAPPY. (т) Strong beer. 
(2) A baby’s napkin, 
NARK. See copprp’s NARK, 
NARK IT! Remain silent. (See 5нит up.) 


one's reputation. 
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NAR 
m SHAVE, sQUEAK. Escape from death or disaster by 
NARY very small margin. 
NAT ONE. Never a one, none at all. 
Ned Natural. 
R, v. (т) Chatter foolishly or complainingly. 
NA TEC (2) Talk; discuss. 
EDS Neat and smart. 
RAL. (r) Idiot. 
(2) See IN ALL MY—— 


(3) One who has a natural affinity for any particu- 
lar work or activity, or its natural affinity 


for him. (“ Тһе job’s a natural for ВШ”) 


NATU 
Mr CHILD. See BY-BLOW. 
a! TY NINETIES. App. to the ten years 1890-1900, trad. 
мдутс 53У and reckless period. 
Nay TORS. Taters, potatoes. (R.S.) р 
Orig. abb. of navigator, a labourer involved in 
eae canals: now an unskilled labourer doing rough 
NAZI nd heavy work on the roads etc. $ 
z (N azional Sozialist.) Member of the German National 
NOB Party under Hitler—app- to all Germans in 
N NI, 
NS Intoxicated. 
с.о, No bloody good. 
NEAR. See NON. com. 
* (т) See CLOSE. х 
(2) Almost. ("He's so careful with his money that 
NEAR As he's a near miser." 
NEAR тй A TOUCH, AS NINEPENCE, AS DAM 
ac pees: Nearly, though not quite, 
NEAR tHe СУ ; > 
EAR HE KNUCKLE. On the verge of indecent, risky. 
THING, An event that occurred, but almost failed to 
RES 50, (^ He won Ше гасе, but it was a near thing.") 
NE, 49 4 BANDBOX. Very tidy. 
NEcpg i SMELLER. 
NECK ARY, THE, The essential cash. (Also NEEDFUL.) 
5 ү ME CHEEK. SA) 
NE irt with. ‘S.A. 
ARS CROP. Ete? ‘and violently (gen. prec. by 
m ROW OUT or its equivalent). (* The interrupter at the 
ceting was thrown out neck and crop. ) 


мт. Very nearly. 
a hit or complete 
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NECK AND NECK, NECK TO NECK. Practically level in | 
(^ The riders finished neck and neck") | h exuberat 
NECKING-PARTY, PETTING-PARTY. One in which €3 


icuous part 
flirting and love-making play a conspic 
(U.S.A.) 


NECK OR NOTHING. 
a desperate race. 

NECKY. Impudent. (Naut.) 

NED SKINNER. Dinner, (R.S.) 

NEDDY. Donkey. 

NEEDFUL, THE. See THE NECESSARY. Pec 

NEEDS MUST WHEN THE DEVIL DRIVES. Sheer 
makes the action inevitable. LE.) 

NEEDLE, у. [rritate, annoy. (See coP THE NEEDLE. 

NEEDLE AND THREAD, Bread. (К.5.) 

NEEDLE AND PIN. Gin. (R.S.) 


lures 
Complete success or complete fa 


essit} 


NEGRO DRUNK. Very drunk. Beyond 

NEITHER FISH, FLESH, FOWL NOR GOOD RED HERRING. 
Classification ; redundant and useless. 

NEITHER HAY NOR GRASS, Adolescent. ; dissem); 

NEM. CON, (Nemine contradicente), NEM. DIS. (Nemine her? 


$ А а imous, 
No one voting against (differing from unanimous, 
all actually vote in favour). 

NERVE. See CHEEK. 


г 
os 0 
NEST-EGG. Money saved to meet future emergenc! 
requirements; 
NEVER-FEAR. Beer. (RS) system 
NEVER-NEVER, GLAD AND SORRY. The hire-purchase 
("She's bought her piano on the never-never.") 
NEVER MIND, (т) Ignore it, and have no regrets. d doP 
(2) Attend to your own affairs ап 
interfere, D 
NEVER-NEVER LAND. North Queensland, Australia. 
NEVER NO MORE. Emph. ever. - 
NEW CHUM, BOY. A new arrival, esp. an employ eeibilities 7 
NEW LEASE OF LIFE. Recovery of lost powers or possibiliti®? g 
& fresh start. 


:fe sine 
(“ Mary has taken a new lease of life 
She became interested i 
NEWINGTON 


n gardening.’’) 
BUTTS. Guts, (R.S. 
NEWSHAWK. 


B 5. 
reporter, with a “ hawk eye” for new: 
NEWTOWN PIPPIN. Cigar. 


NEW YORK NIPPER. Kipper. (R.S.) 
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NEXT OF SKIN. Facet. var. of Next of kin. 
NEXT TO NOTHING. Hardly anything. 
N.G. No good. (See N.B.G.) 
NIB. A smart fellow. f 11 
NICKEL. (U.S.A.). Five cents; alternatively, any smal 
coin. 
NICKER. I. " d 
МЕР. n. An unpleasant smell. v. Smell unpleasant 
NIFTY. Stylish. 
NIGGER. A negro. 
NIGGER-DRIVER. One 


who systematically overworks his 


E } д 
КОЕ wooppite. The real but concealed object o 
і i ing to 
монта" Уа drink taken immediately before going 
bed. 


NIGHTIE, міснтү. Nightgown. 

NIGHT op. See op (3). 

NIMINI-Prmint, Effeminate. — . 

NIMROD. A daring hunter. (Bib) 

NEC 095 A foolish, effete pomor n forgotten news. 
NINE Days’ wonper. Exciting but soo 

NINETAILED BRUISER. See CAT (2)- 

x С MAE -course, 
NINETEENTH d "em term for the bani eo EA 
at which golfers can obtain drin 
Tound, 

(1) Go quickly. 

(2) Steal. 

(3) Pinch. { 

(4) A small quantity о 
NEP-AND-TUCK. A. close race. 

"CHEESE, (r) A miser. , 
A purser. (Naut.) | 
NIP IN THE д, deck in its Sar Eee 
‘NIPPER, NIPPERKIN. A child, gen. à PUSH 
р (т) n. Waitress in a Lyons 


(2) a. Quick апа brisk. Dn 
(3) a. Frosty, chilly. (Also D M 
NISEL (Ü.S.A) An American of Japan чел 
NISSEN, A semi-circular jron-roofed army Я 


W.W.I onwards. 


Nip. 


lic drink. 
‘ ades NECK AND NECK.) 
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NITWIT. An extremely stupid person. 
NIX. Nothing. 
NO-ACCOUNT, a. Wholly unimportant.. 
NO BON. No good. (Mock French.) : 
NO CAN DO. (Hacet) Cannot do, impossible. 
NO CHICKEN. Middle-aged or elderly. 
NO CLASS. Without education or good manners. Ч 20 end 
NO END. (1) A great number or amount. (“1 ve ha е 
of trouble with the kitchen бге.”) t Phyllis 
(2) Very, much. (“ I'd like no end to mee 
again.") (Also No END OF A.) (« There 
FLIES ON. No stupidity or foolishness about. 
are no flies on Susan Brown.’’) “т tried t? 
NO GO. Useless, completely impracticable. (“1 ғ 
explain to Mary, but it was no go.") 1 
NO GREAT SHAKES. Inferior, unimportant. 
NO LAUGHING MATTER. A serious affair. ; active 
NO LOVE Lost. Dislike, frequently amounting to 
enmity, between two people. to bY 


NO 


NO MAN LAND. Strictly speaking, a space agreed ne 
both sides, between 25 i. or two authorities, DES 
by neither, Loosely, an unclaimed, unoccupied ber ^ m 
_NO NAMES, NO PACK DRILL. The culprit shall IO NV A) 
mous ; hence, no punishment can follow. (Mil., niture 
NO NOTHING. Nothing whatever, (“ There was no fur 
no carpet in the room—no nothing.”’) 
NO ODDS. Immaterial, unimportant. ‘ | 
МО OIL PAINTING. The reverse of good-looking. Р 
NO PENNY, NO PATERNOSTER. No pay, no work. ^ 
NO ROBIN HOOD, No bloody good. (R.S.) (Mil) tive ; 
NO TWO WAYS ABOUT IT. y 
NOAH'S ARK. (1) Dark. 
(2) Lark. (R.S.) 
NOB. (т) See BLOCK. 
(2) A person of rank or importance. 


(3) A blow on the head. (Also NOBBLER, NOBBER), 
NOBBLE. (т) 


Surreptitiously lame a horse before a race 


No doubt ; no possible alterna 


run. 
(2) Annex, seize, 
NOBBY. Smart good, 


NOBLE SCIENCE, Boxing or fencing. 
NOBODY AT HOME, THERE 1s. Vacant-faced, idiotic. 
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\ 
Nogopy’s Business. (Басе) Too large a matter for dis- 
cussion. “( What the old man said when he found out 

N was nobody's business.") ‘ ? 

OD AS GOOD AS A WINK (TO A BLIND HORSE). Here is a hint, 

Non if you can perceive it. —— 1 

GNE ACQUAINTANCE. A slight acquaintance. 

eae Intoxicated. ` 

naow. In no way. с 

No COM, N.c.o. Non-commissioned officer. 

МО EST. Non-existent. (Lat.) 
compos. Abb. non compos men 
mind. 

оар A fool, simpleton. 

Nonny (U.S.A) No. P. 

NOTE DUMPLING. A person living 

OEA HOWARD. Bug. 

TH AND SOUTH. Mouth. (R-S.) : 

NOSE-BAG. A packet or bag containing опе 5 lunch or other 

meal. 


NOSE DIVE. А sudden swoop. V. Swoop. . . 
OSE OUT OF JOINT, PUT SOMEONE'S. Reduce in importance, 


displace from a previous position. (“ The new baby has 
Nos put her big brother's nose out of joint.") 
BAR EU) See SNEEZE 
NS Mq inquisitive person. 
NOT A BEAN, NOT A MAG (à halfpenny). No money at all. 
NOT A GLIMMER (or A NOTION, AN IDEA). No knowledge or 


Nor information whatever. a 

‘OT A KICK. No power to resist. f 
NOT ALL HIS EPA ; NOT ALL THERE. Mentally deficient. 
NOT AN EARTHLY (CHANCE). No chance whatever. 


tis; not in one's right 


in Norfolk. 


NOT A А М 

PATCH ON. Very inferior to. А , 

NOT A PIN TO CHOOSE BETWEEN. Equal; showing no 
differenc Я \ 

NOT "ARF, Er gare, Extremely. (U Would you like to 
come?” “Not arf! ) i j 
NOT BORN ygsrERDAY. Not as young and innocent as might 

e assumed. 
ound. 


ee CRICKET. Not fair, ethically uns 
OT FOR ALL THE TEA IN CHINA. 
Whatever, 


In no circumstances 
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NOT FOR JOE. Emphatically not. 


я incing. 
NOT GOOD ENOUGH. Not satisfactory or Cone Emp 
NOT IF I KNOW IT ; NOT ON YOUR LIFE, ON YOUR NE 
negative. 


NOT, NONE, SO DUSTY. oO DUSTY. 
NOT SO HOT. See Hor (т). г. 
Nor THE FOGGIEST (NOTION). No knowledge whateve d 
NOT THE GHOST OF, SHADOW OF. None at all. г treate 
NOT TO BE SNEEZED AT. Not to be despised о 1 
negligently. inly 2? 
NOT Stud o FINE A POINT ON IT. To speak plainly 4 
without qualifications. vertion 
NOT WORTH as AND SHOT. Not worth exert! 
expense. 
NOT WORTH A PIN, RAP, RUSH. Worthless. less from a 
NOT WORTH THE PAPER IT’S WRITTEN ON. Worthles: 1 
legal point of view. IF 
NOTHING BORE | An emphatic negative. (See NOT 
KNOW IT.) : оо 
NOTHING FOR IT BUT The only possible аск the 
( Sorry, but there's nothing for it but to ej 
family." к 
NOTHING ON. (т) No grievance against. — — ictures 8 
(2) In no way superior to. (“ The pi e in th? 
the Louvre have nothing on thos 
National Gallery.) P 
NOTHING TO IT, NOTHING TO MAKE A SONG үс. {0 
ABOUT, NOTHING то WRITE HOME ABOUT. NO 
mentioning, trivial, unimportant. 
NOTTUB. Button. (B.S. 


NOUS. ommonsense, shrewdness, А ibly and 
NOW YOU'RE TALKING | Now you are talking sensi 
cogently. 


NOZZLE. See SMELLER. 
Nth DEGREE, THE. 


cE) 
AN rth 


see 
A limitless or unspecified amount. ( 
UMPTEEN,) 
UBS Utes crucial: point, 

(2) Neck. 
NUF SAID 


Я as 
NUISANCE VALUE, Significance as a nuisance rather tha? 
anything more serious. (Small raids, W.W.IL) 
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NUMBER ONE. (т) Oneself. 
Uo (2) (R.N.) The first lieutenant. 
NE s up. Dying, if not already dead. 
UNES MURIS (Of which muncle is the orig. form.) 
qug Stores. Alpine slopes on which beginners learn to 
1. 

NUT. (т) See BLOCK. Also OFF ONE'S HEAD. 
а (2) А dandy. (Also KNUT, FILBERT.) 
XS CRACK NIGHT, All-Hallows Eve. 
N TS, NUTTY. Crazy. 

UTS ON. Devoted to; keenly interested in. 


O 


E IP. An observation post., (W.W.I and IL) 
DHL ND CHAFF. Footpath. ' (R.S., obs) 
SOME A Quaker. 
are, An observation balloon. 
B SCATED. Intoxicated: _ 
› OBIT, A newspaper obitua 
OR the lifetime of the subject. 
e A contemptible or absurd person: = pri 
LIGE, (т) Sing or recite, as an amateur, at a private party. 
(2) Help temporarily in a domestic capacity, 
OBLO: practically always for payment. 
Sie (U.S.A.) Banknote. 
бо ER ULOUS: Obstreperous. 
Wes ION. An event of importance. 
ocEAN PEARL, Gir (RS) 
oopa Wave. Shave. RS.) / 
-CUM-sHORIS, ODDS AND ENDS. Remnants or items of 
Opp little value. 
oi Leur A queer, unusual type of 
JOB Maw. A general utility man, 
oet anything. 3 eris E 
Shee NOUT: One who is incongruous ame s surroundings. 
opos. The chances for or against something happening- 
gece OF sanctity. А general atmosphere of holiness. 
S BODIKINS | (By God's little body.) Old-time oath. 
(Obs.) 


ry notice, prepared during 


person. 
probably not expert 
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OFF. (т) Tainted, unfit for food. f E. 
| Starting. (“ Uncle Arthur is off to Spain again. ) 
(3) See OFF oNE's HEAD etc. 
(4) No longer on the menu. 
OFF AND ON. See ON AND Orr. РА 
OFF COLOUR. (т) Not in а health or condition. 
2) See BLUE (1). Y ell 
OFF-HAND. о} А without reference. (“Не сап : 
you off-hand every Derby winner.) 
(2) Unpleasantly casuai. `4 
OFFISH, STAND-OFFISH. Reserved, supercilious. d and 
OFF ONE'S CHEST, OFF ONE'S MIND. No longer ѕирргеѕѕе 
consequently no longer weighing on one's spirits. tite. 
OFF ONE'S FEED, OATS, etc. Suffering from loss of app 
OFF ONE'S GUARD. See CATCH BENDING, Б 
OFF ONE’S HEAD, DOT, NUT, ONION, ROCKER etc. Insane: 
OFF ONE'S OWN BAT. On one’s own initiative. 
OFF THE BEAM. Wrong: on the wrong track. ) 


е. 
OFF THE HOOK, PEG. Ready-made. (Opp. made to measur 
(See HAND-ME-DOWNS.) 


OFF THE NAIL, Intoxicated. 
OFF THE RAILS. (т) Crazy. 


E 
(2) On a wrong track. (Also orr TE 


TRACK.) plica- 
OFF THE RECORD. For private information, not for pu 
tion. 


OGG. A shilling. 
OH, BABY |, оң Boy l, OH мү! etc. Excl. 


OH, BE JOYFUL. A bottle of rum. (Almost obs.) 173 
OH YEAH, SEZ YOU. Facet. forms of “ I don’t believe yo 
OIL. (I) v, Cheat. 


(2) n. An oil-painting. 
OILED, Semi-intoxicated. 
OILS. An oilskin coat. (Naut.) 


OIL THE KNOCKER. Tip the orter. 
OILY. See SOAPy, S Р 1 


O.K., OKE, OKEY DOKE. Alleged but doubtful abb. of 07? 
krect = АЦ correct. (See ALL RIGHT.) d. 

О.К. BY ME, As above, so far as the speaker is concerne 

OL, OLE. Old, 

OLD. A g 


«ate 
,5eneral adjectival Prefix indicating affectionat 
familiarity, ang having no connection with age. 
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OLD ADAM. The sinful instincts supposed to be inherent in 
Man. 

OLD-AND-BITTER. Mother-in-law. 

OLD BATTLE-AxE. A domineering and generally unpleasant 
Woman. Y 

OLD BIRD, HAND. An experienced person. 


OLD crock, A decrepit person or thing, esp: а Very old 


car, 
OLD DUTCH, OLD woman. Wife. ыо 
OLDE wortpr. A facet. contemptuous adjective used to 


-time 
describe self-conscious attempts to create an old-t 


atmosphere : 
: s 4 ok. 
OLD-FASHIONED тоок. A critical, disapproving lo 
OLD FILE. А mi 
E. A miser. Е TS; 
OLD roGEy, А man with old-fashioned Bu and manne 
OLD FOUR: aster. il. t 
-BY-TWO. uarterm du 
OLD GANG, orp GuARD. Old and reactionary members 
Society or administration. o a wife). 
оъ and Шар erm address, (gen app. t ) 
LD GLORY. (U.S.A.) The national Has. 
А RGRAY PODGER, 
SED T zum HARRY, MUN ; 
orn NICK) ROGER, SCRATCH ‘gm etc. The 
Сын HAT, a. Out of date. x 
TD IMAGE. А stiff and solemn person yp. The Bank of 
D LADY OF THREADNEEDLE STREET, TF 
OLD England. 
LAG. See LAG. : lication no longer 
OLD warp, An unmarried woman, by implicati 
young, a; of set habits. OLD THING 
aa ces OLD FELLOW, OLD FRUIT, › 
OLD DEAR etc. See OLD- 


OLD 


OLD MR 

‚ GRIM. Death. RS.) 
ED father. (RS. 
or» POT-AND-PAN. Old man, ГЕ 


mp SALT d experience | Ns 
OLD SCHOOL E he specialized a ЧО pur 
9ld boys of public schools. This ues P es 
аз a snobbish exhibition of class-distu ў 
p E i i erson. 
ULE AND CROSSBONES, A grim, emaciated p 
i nkard. ~ 
STAGER are whose interests and experiences 
elong to the past. 
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ele 
OLD SWEAT. An old soldier. (Correctly Old Swede, an eog | 
enced mercenary. Such soldiers were freq. Swe 3)) 
OLD TABBY. An elderly, cattish woman. (See car (3). 
OLD TOM. Gin. : 
OLD TROUT. A good and trusty servant or friend. ed bY 
OLD WARHORSE. App. gen. to an old-time expert arous' 
a revival of his past interest. 
OLD WOMAN PLUCKING HER GOOSE. 
OLIVE BRANCH. (r) A child. 
(2) A peace-offering. 
OLIVER (Twist), Fist. (R.S.) | Spanish) 
QITA PODRIDA. Any comprehensive mixture. (Эр 
mixed stew.) 
'OLLER BOYS, 'OLLER. Collar. (R.S.) 


е. 
OMNIUM GATHERUM. A miscellaneous collection of peor 
ON. (т) Anxious and willing to join with. (“ If you're 8 
to Paris, I’m on,” hilling 
(2) (Also pur ON. Wagered. (“Tve put five s ^ inner 
on the Derby favourite," “I was on a Wi 
yesterday.”’) 


В НЕ 
(3) Paid for by. (“ This drink is on me.”) See oN 
HOUSE, 


ON ALL FOURS. On one’s hands and knees. à 
ITH. Equal or similar to. TUARI 

F AND ON. Intermittently, occasionally. val И 
ON APPRO., ON APPROVAL. Sent for the purchaser’s appro 


Я idere 
with the proviso that it may be returned if not consider 
Suitable. 


ON EDGE. In a state of nervous tension. te of. 
ON IIS LAST LEGS, Almost exhausted, in a hopeless sta 
decay. | 
ON, UPON, ‘PON; мү LIFE. Emph. (Old-f.) te 
ON. aN NM ENDS, UPPERS; ON THE ROCKS. In a desper? 
and almost hopeless condition financially. i І 
NE. n 
ОИ ON one's own initiative; alone. (“Come Ii 
m on my own this evening.” task: 
ON ONE'S PEATE. Ag one’s allotted portion, duty, jst- 
(" Гуе enough on my plate to keep me busy till Chr 


Snowstorm. 


таѕ.”) 
П H 4 
ON ONE'S TOES, Alert, ready for immediate action. a 
ON PINS AND NEEDLES, THORNS, TENTERHOOKS. Worried 42° 
anxious n | 


; in a state of tension, 
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(© 
N SPEC. As a speculation, taking risks. (I bought that 


house on spec.") 
or Eu Available at any time. 
HE BATTER, BEND, RANDAN, RAZZLE, 
BINGO, FANTIGUE. Indulging in an © 
ON mancus mild and not gen. prolonged. / 
E BRAIN. As а temporary obsession. (“I've got that 
ON tune on the brain.") 3 iA 
THE CARDS, TAPIS. A fair probability- (“It’s on the 
N ds that we may go to Paris for our holiday.") 
ON ae CARPET. Censured, blamed. ў 
ON т CHEAP, Economically, at а low price: 
HE CROSS. Dishonest; morally crooked: 
N ES a rogue.) 
ON ЫЕ FLOOR, Reduced to poverty (Een. temp.). 
N E СО. At work or doing something active. 
AD FLoor, At the beginning of an 
at has possibilities of profit. 
P: p Hoor. > e е аѕ opposed to slaughtered 
imals, 
oN Be cue (in a public house). At the landlord's expense. 
HE Jos. Working. 
ON THE LEVEL, газе. Honest, with no reservations. 
THE LINE, Level with the eye (арр. o the most favourably 
Ed paintings at the Royal Academy and other 
ibitions). | КЕ 
oN ш roose. Unoccupied, with no definite object in view: 
ON wae MAKE, Concentrating проп acquiring money: n 
HE NAI, Immediate (payment). (Ex. а “ na e 16 
market place at Bristol оп which people placed their 


TILES, BUST, BINGE, 
rgy of dissipation, 


(A CROSSBOY 


enterprise 


Mone 
[9 TENE ا‎ А 
ao "e on tick. On credit, without making immediate 
ON Payment, | 

5 BE 
i) б шан. T., ON THE QUIET. Secretly, 


2 E QT., ON THE STRICT 9. 
ON и оу: { 
UI i: PU, 
ON Tug TE К ДЫРАТ. In а state of indignation 
ох кү excitement. ү 
Ex RAW. On an eSP. 
01 touched me on the raw 
Suicide." 


t. (“The tactless 


sensitive oint. s 
when Re spoke of my father's 
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«4 arrest 
ON THE RUN. Moving from place to place to ayon а 
ON THE SAFE SIDE. Secure, without running risks. 
ON THE SHADY SIDE OF 40 etc. Over 40 etc. 
ON THE SUNNY SIDE OF 40 etc. Under 40 etc. work, 9f 
ON THE SHELF. No longer regarded as eligible for 


: put О 
(in the case of a woman) for marriage. (Also 
TO GRASS.) 


ON THE SICK LIST. Unwell. ? ness! 
ON THE SIDE OF THE ANGELS. A believer in good 
ethically sound. 
ON THE SLy. Furtively, secretly. 
ON THE SPOT. (Тї) Alert and adequate. ay 
2) See PUT ON THE SPOT. ‘od chief 
ON THE Cree ae written or printed. (Applied с. in 
to books, but also used in con. with other 
progress.) 
ON THE TRACK, TRAIL. Following traces of. cessful: 
ON THE UP AND UP. Getting steadily better, more up other 
ON THE (WATER) WAGON. Abstaining, temporarily O 
wise, from alcoholic drink. (U.S.A. А 
ON THE WALLABY (TRAIL). (Aust) Tramping. 
ON THE WING. About to leave. 
ON TICK. See ON THE Nop. time: 
Epoca Р отсто (у) (“The таш was exactly on 
ON TO. Fully aware of. 
ON TOAST. (т) Swindled. 
(2) Effectively subdued. К de 
ON TOP OF THE WORLD. In a state of satisfaction ап! 
With existence in general, 
ON VELVET, In luxurious circumstances. 


ONCE IN A BLUE MOON. Very rarely. + ation (600 
ONCE-OVER. A general and superficial examinatio: 
medical), 


ONER (One.er 


9 


latio". 


). A general term of admiration. 


ONE-ARMED LANDLORD, Pump. ‹ future 
ONE cae DAY; ONE OF THESE DAYS. At some 
ate. 


jb» 
In a precarious state of he? 
Senile condition. \ 


- A final drink before leaving. 
ONE-HORSE (SHOW), 


Inferior, low quality. 
ONE IN THE EYE, A snub, repulse. 
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ON à ) 
NE OF THE BHOYS, LADS. А genial and companionable 


А fellow. 
ae OVER THE EIGHT. Slightly intoxicated. 
тоо MANY. Too astute or strong. (“ The old Jew was 
onion. too many for us.) 
. See BLOCK. Also OFF ONE'S HE 
CE STUFF. 
Oor, M arge quantities, gen. money- 
OOF-B; oney. OOFLESS. Penniless. m 
we RD. A wealthy person (gen. а patron or friend). 
JAH. Gen. term for practically any object or piece of 
og, mechanism. (See GUBBINS (4) etc) 
Cee See rr. 
Ор Е our. Depart. 
* (1) Opus, a musical work. 
(2) A surgical operation. 
BN (3) (R.A.F.) A sortie. 
| AND SHUT CASE (Police). © 
E E is needed, the еу! 
E. апеп d 1 
OPPOSITE кома Na ра of a position corresponding 
to one’s own in another organization, or branch of the 
Same organization. 


AD, ONIONS. See 


which no further 
dence being conclusive. 


OPTIC, Eye 

ORAL, VIVA (voce). An oral examination, gen. after a written 
One, 

OR Epp ШУ Emph. Threat, with sinister but undefined 
Penalties, implied. (^ You'll do as youre told, or 
else— |» 


ORDER op THE воот. Lit. being kicked out, but commonly 


Еа i ismissal. ) 
ог an abrupt dismi plied at an but 


dean, cranky. 
vem match the pattern 


OR) 
Е (U.S.A.) Ordinary. 
AN COLLAR. A collar that does not 
ORTER the shirt worn with it. 
foss ү, Ought to. 
OSE т бе; 
ona Officer. (Facet) 
AY, THE. ently- 
Bue PS To BL a important matters to attend to. 
* Our Ё 
o s. (See vOURN.) Y 
"LG Des © That idea is out. ') See WASHOUT (т). 
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: ions. ) 
OUT. (2) Inaccurate. (“ Iwas badly out in my assumpt 

(3) Abruptly dismissed. ) 

(4) Printed and issued to Ње public. 

(5) (Cricket. Dismissed from the wicket. 
OUT-AND-OUT. Complete; thorough. j 
OUT-AND-OUTER. A whole-hearted enthusiast. 

OUT AT ELBOWS. Shabbily dressed. 

OUTED. Totally defeated; knocked out. 

OUTFIT. See SET-UP. 

OUT FOR. Speciall concentrating upon. ne 

OUT-HEROD E Exceed in ruthlessness and 8ê 
villainy. (Bib.) / 

OUT IN THE COLD, OUT OF IT. Ignored, isolated. 

OUT IN THE SUN. Slightly intoxicated. 

OUT OF, RUN OUT OF. Without supplies of. 

OUT OF A COLLAR, OF HARNESS. Unemployed. 

OUT OF HEART. Depressed. 

OUT OF HUMOUR. In a bad te 

OUT OF KILTER. Out of order. : business 

OUT OF POCKET. Poorer through a transaction or 
(See IN POCKET.) ded: 

OUT-OF-POCKET (EXPENSES). Money actually expen 

OUT OF SORTS. Unwell and generally depressed. — | 

OUT OF THE RUNNING. Possessing no chance of winning: 
THE RUNNING, Possessing a fair chance. our 

OUT OF THE ORDINARY. Unusual, exceptional. (See 
OF-THE-WAY (2).) 

OUT OF THE QUESTION. 

OUT OF THE TOP DRAW. 

OUT-OF-THE-way, 


xal 


mper. 


р jon 

Impossible, and not worth dd 

ER. A member of the aristocra 

B Remote, secluded. 

(2) Unusual. 15€ 

(3) (Without hyphens.) Excl. Go € 
where ! “ 

Free from difficulties or trouble. ( 


”) 
only to sell my novel, and I shall be out of the wood: 
OUT OF THIS WORLD. 


App. to something especially g00 
unusual. 


OUINUN THE CONSTABLE, Spend beyond one’s income: 

OUTSIDE EDGE. The limit of endurance. Я {51 

OUTSIDER. One whose manners or conduct place him ow 
good society, 


OUT WITH IT! Confess; 


OUT OF THE woop. 


tell your story. 


ON 


169 


DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG 
elivered 


о а 
VER. (Cricket.) The regulation number of balls d 


Sby each bowler. 
ONE’S HEAD, ABOVE ONE'S HOOK. Beyond one’s under- 


av Standing. 
E 
RSHOOT, OVERSTEP, THE MARK. Go too far ; exceed the 
a. Senenin limits. 
OVER THE STICKS. Steeplechasing. 
Des THE STILE, Sent for trial (R-S.) А 
MEE тор, со. Begin any desperate enterprise. (W.W.L. 
Ory merge from a trench to make an attack.) 
Oe es Audacious. 
ae See COME CLEAN. 
үт D BAGS. Loose trousers 
ER. See CLAM. 


fashionable in the '20's. 


P 


PACKING 
VUE 
m p arguing, quarrelling etc. 


ount of money. 
See GET A PACKET.) 


, walk. (Tramps! 


PACK 
ET. (т) An impressive am 


РАС 
Bane FROM paris. (Aust) 4 
IT, PAD THE HOOF. Т 
Slang.) 
PAD ONE'S OWN CANOE. Be independent: 
Y. (x) Bad temper, rage. (Slightly obs.) 


(2) See мок. 
P LANTERN, PARISH LANTER! a 7 
ADRE. (2 syll) Orig. app. to 9 clergyman in the Forces ; 


RA inister. 
p ‘coll, for any ordained mms { f 
PAIN IN THE NECK. Ah exasperation, а continuous nuisance. 
Paty, А MAN'S EYE. ive him a black eye in 
PAR THE Town RED. Indulge in an orgy of dissipation. 
PAIR or COMPASSES. Legs. 

Pal Kicks, Boots or shoes. ME \ 
IR OF SPECTACLES. (Cricket.) Two innings without 


Scoring. 


x. The moon. 


170 DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG 


PAIR OFF. Become friendly and closely associated ; marry 

PAL. See CHUM. 

PALAIS. Palais de dance; dancing-hall. 1 E dian.) 

PALAVER, n. & v. Talk, prolonged discussion. (Am. In buy 

PALM OFF. Pass on to someone unfairly; persuade to 
something useless. 

PALM OIL. See GREASE. d 

PALMY DAYS. Times in some past period of affluence an 

leasure. 2 

, PAN E Eventuate, work out, transpire. (Ex. mining, 
when grains of gold are collected in pans.) 

PANDY. See FIN. 


Sell 
PANEL, ON THE. On the register of a doctor under the Natio 
Health Service. 


: ud 
PANIC, v. (Theat) Excite and lead an audience to 10 
applause. inate 
PAN DE NANCY) NANCY Boy. A dandified and effemin@ 
youth; a homosexual. 
PANTIES. Women's short knickers. 
PANTO. Pantomime. U.S.A: 
PANTS. Pantaloons, now coll. for men’s drawers. (U- 
Trousers.) 
PANZER. German armoured division, (W.W.IL.) ene 
PAPER. (т) v. Filla theatre with an audience admitte 
free passes. 
(2) n. Such an audience. 


; : not 
PAPER BLOCKADE. A blockade in form only; one 
enforced, 


not 
PAPER PROFITS, Theoretical profits, shown on paper but 
available. 


PAR, PARA. Paragraph. 
PARALYSED, PARALYTIC, 
PARD, PARDNER. Partner. 
PARDING, Pardon; I beg your pardon. 

PARDON BELL, The Angelus, 

PARISH LANTERN, See PADDY’s LANTERN. 1 
PARK. . (1) v. Deposit or leave for a temporary period. 
(2) n. A place so used (gen. for cars). 

PARK PALINGS, RAILINGS. Teeth. 
PARKY. Chilly; near-frosty. 


PARLEY VOO. (т) v. Speak French. (Old-f.) Obs.) 
(2) n. Nickname for any Frenchman. (| 


Completely intoxicated. 
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DICTION 
A boarder in a specially privileged 


PARLOUR BOARDER. 
4S position. 
du: TRICKS. Minor social 
EU S NOSE, POPE'S NOSE. 
PART Pay money. 
yes AND PARCEL, Elaboration of Part. — . . k 
BRASS-RAGS. Quarrel, finally, with an intimate friend. 
P TAR A sailor shares cleaning-rags with his friend.) 
За ТОО И ап enjoy УШ с, 
RTING OF THE WAYS. The point at which a vital change or 
P а a must take place. 
BE р Any person. (Old-f.) 
Aree See CRUSH. 
Ass (Degree). One i 
MES | Р 
ae ABLE. Mediocre, or medium quality. 
S ALONG. (т) Send away OF conceal the results of a 
robbery. б 
(г) The traditional phrase used by the police 
PA when keeping & crowd in motion. 
A AWAY, PASS OVER, PASS IN ONE'S CHECKS. Die. 
EUG BELL. See DEATH BELL. 
P. ues MUSTER. Be passable ; just good enough. 
P SS our. Faint or become unconscious. 
ASS OvER. (r) Ignore. 
р. (2) See PASS AWAY. 
ASS, SEND, ROUND THE HAT. Collect money (gen. for someone 
in immediate need). E. 
PASS THE BABY, THE e Shift the responsibilit 
PA someone else. 1 / 

SS THE TIME or DAY. Exchange brief greetings. 
PASSAGE or ARMS. Argument, not Een- friendly. 
PASSENGER. Member of a team ог other organiza’ 

ineffective or useless. 1 " 
PAST. Тоо old for. ( Jones 25 past work.) 
PAST MASTER. Acknowledged expert- (Ex. free- 
masonry.) i 
PAST PRAYING FOR. Worn out, valueless. 
PASTE. (т) v. Thrash. 
2) n. Imitation P 
PAT, par our. Glibly, readily. 
PAT-AND-MIKE. Bike, bicycle. (RS) 


accomplishments. 
A fowl’s or goose's rump. 


n which no distinctions (“ honours 2) 


y on to 


tion who is 


recious Stones. 


PEARLIES, L 
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ог 
PATCH ON, NOT A. (Always in neg.) Not nearly equal to 
as good as. 

ATE. See BLOCK. b 
edm Rapid and persuasive talk of the type E ee 
street-traders and performers, and consisting of а 

of phrases learnt by heart. 
PAUL PRY. A prying person. (See NOSEY PARKER.) 
PAUL'S MAN. A boaster. 
PAY. Pavilion (esp. the London Pavilion). 
PAW. (I) n. See FIN. ‘ nt 
t Handle too much and clumsily, or in an unpleas4 
manner. 
PAWKY. Shrewd. (Sc) 
PAX. A truce, an end of fighting etc. (Juv.) 


PAY DIRT. (U.S.A.) Mining ground worth working. 
PAY OFF. Discard. (Naut.) 


PAY OFF, SETTLE, OLD SCORES, 
enemy. 
PAY ONE'S FOOTING. 
a trade etc. inks 
PAY ONE'S SHOT, PAY THE SHOT. Pay one's share (of drin 
etc.). 
PAY OUT. (т) Be revenged on. 
; 2) Spend, ull 
3) (Rope, cord etc.) Allow to run, though 5 
under control. ibility- 
PAY THE PIPER. Assume financial or other responsibi 
PAY THROUGH THE NOSE. Pay an excessive price. 

P.D.Q. (Pretty Dam’ Quick). Promptly, without деу 
PEA-SOUPER, LONDON PARTICULAR. Dense, stinging fog, var 
common in London, now rare, (Its present-day eq 

lent is termed SMOG.) 
PEACH. (I) n. A beauty. 
(2) v. Reveal incrimin 
PEAKED, PEAKY. Thin and pal 


an 
Revenge oneself on 


ЖЕКИ 1 into 
Pay what is due on being initiated і 


d inst- 
ating secrets, inform aga}? 
le. Y 


PURINE Pet tht 
arge pearl buttons formerly sewn in indiscrmm, 
ate numbe 


ts on the ceremonial suits of London costers’ 
the garments themselves, 

PEARLY GATES. Entrance to Heaven. (Bib.) 

PEC. Money, 


PECK AND PERCH, Bo: 


i Board and lodging. 
PECKER. (I) Appetite. a. PECKIsH. Hungry. 
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Р = 
ECKER, (2) Courage. (Prac. limited to the phrase KEEP 
YOUR PECKER UP. 
РЕСЕНАМ RYE. Tie. (R.S) 
Su FRENCH. Orig. low slang ; 
PEEL v. Undress. 
See See COPPER. 
Кр ке: Еуез. 
es IN MOURNING. Black eyes. ., 
PING TOM. One who spies; а surreptitious and unpleasant 
Tee ter (The legend of Lady Godiva.) 
PEG ED. Annoyed, offended. 
. (I) n. Drink. 
PEG A5) Leg. 1 
EG ALONG. Proceed steadily and without haste. 
PEG WAY. Proceed similarly with a job. . 
pre LEG. A wooden-legged тап; the leg itself. 
S OUT. (т) Die. 
(2) Become exhausted. 
PE pegged out.") 
аер 209 Low, A. In low spirits. 
OPS, (т) Old-fashioned narrow-bottome 
(2) Teeth. (Nurs) Also PEGGY. 


Jater, any gibberish. 


( Our supply of tea has 


d trousers. 


PE 
Pur Pekinese dog. 
a n. Skin. 
Pena, (2) V. Hurry along. 
PEN К, Penal servitude. 


AND INK. Stink. '(R.S. 
вав ENS ) srLt-DRIVER. A professional 
PENNO er, a journalist. h 

TH ч Pennywort urn 
P › PENN'ORTH, PENNROTH. Y 
ENNY- s NER. A journalist, who in the past supple PN 
&raphs at the then standard rate of a penny $n 
NY DmrapruLs. Highly sensational stove pa у 
PENN, ublished in paper covers at à penny: ats ENT 

A FARTHING. The earlier type ot куе us 

PENNY Бе wheel and another um pies one, a silent person 
Who : qv elsewhere. 

Penny O56 thoughts are obviously elsewhere: Obs. 
Y Garr. A crude concert or © Баша | 8 ) 


PENN 
i NUMB (a by degr 
PENNY p UnpERs, тм. In этч dull, as opposed to TUPPENCE 


LAIN. Quite plain and Peon 
COLOURED, o nd) to the sheets of plain and coloure 


PEN. 


PEN 
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ised а 
pictures which, when cut out and mounted, comprised 
miniature theatre.) 5 
PEP. Energy, inspiration, encouragement. (U.S.A.) 
PEP UP. Invigorate, inspire. 
PEP-TALK. A talk to inspire and encourage. th used 
PEPPER-AND-SALT. A speckled black and grey clo 

chiefly for men's clothing. 
PEPPER-BOX. A revolver. 
PERCH, v. (r) Land. (R.A.F.) 

(2) See HOP THE PERCH. 

PERISHING. Detestable, hateful. n. PERISHER. 
PERKED. Intoxicated. 
PERK UP. Revive. y es 
PERKS. Perquisites; small additional gains or advantag 

acquired in the course of one's occupation. 
PERM. Permanent wave for the hair. 
PERMANENT. A permanent boarder. obedi- 
PERSUADER. A pistolor any weapon used to enforce 

ence. (Obs. ish 
nue Gee "pe, creed, etc. (“А man of the Jew! 
P persuasion.”’) 
PERTY, PURTY. Pretty. 
PESKY. Tiresome. (U.S.A.) 
PET (ABOMINATION, AVERSION etc.); а Chief. 
PETER. (I) A travelling bag. 

(2) A prison cell. 
(3) A steel thief-proof safe." А son 

PETER GRIEVOUS, A depressed-looking and miserable pe end: 
PETER OUT. Gradually cease to exist, come to an 

(“ His supply of money petered out.") 
PETTICOAT, (т) n. A woman. 

(2) a. Female (influence). 

PETTING-PAR’ 


TY. See NECKING-PARTY. 
PETTY. Petticoat. 


PETTY HOUSE. See LAV. 
PEW. Seat. 
PHARAOH. Strong ale or beer. 


PHILISTINE. An uncultured, unrefined person. 
PHIP. A sparrow. 


PHIZ, PHIZOG. Face. 
‘PHONE. Telephone, 
PHONEY. Unreal; not genuine. 
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PH 
RSS The first eight months of W.W.IL, when 
PHOTO- ing suggestive of large-scale warfare transpired. 
FINISH. A finish (of a race) so close that only a photo- 
вну. can determine the winner. . 
Pu ac ERE Physical training exercises 
Jous, used contemptuously for smug and sanctimonious 
d PIJAW, n. & V. A moral lecture. 
Be des religious meeting. 
Eure Piano. 
9. (x) Softly. 
PICAYUN (2) In a low state of health. . 
PICCAN E. (US.A) A contemptible trifle. DOR 
зо аму. Child: (Orig. of negro OF W. Indian birth.) 
PICEY Small change. (Indian coinage- 
PICK ane (W.W.L.) я 
. Choice. (“Таке your pick.” 
PICKABACK, de YA child's se on an adult's back, 
Su Ae its arms round the neck. 
CENE CRONE Make a quarrel. 
Roi ee, Potato and salt. (5с) 
sia SOLES IN. Find fault with 
Pip e ШР. An immediate tonic; а restorative. 
эск OF THE BUNCH. The best. 
PICK ON. Select. j у 
PES BRAINs. Obtain informati 
with superior knowledge- А 
SUE; ni. A PA ial at ance (of the opposite sex) 
Pire red without any introduction. 
- (т) A difficult situation. 
(2) A mischievous child. 


ion by questioning 


PICK. 


PICK. 
PICK Intoxicated. à M 
ысу HERRING. A buffoon, a joker. (Ger-) 


An eas 

y or pleasant a air. J 
PICTUR A charming or highly attractive sight. 
BONE e A very large hat (woman s). 

GI isum Cinematograph shows. 
Prix "usiness. (Chinese. f 1 
SW ENGLISH. the E commercial English 5р 
ne Chinese merchants and servants: 
IN TH An idiot, a fool. 

ts Esky. Politically spe2 

With no precise indication 


oken 


PIE- 


E of future bene- 


king, promise 0 
e hen they will materialize. 
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IEBALD EYE. A black eye. (See BLACK EYE.) oF 
ae PIECE OF MUSLIN, FRAIL, FLOOSIE, SKIRT, BIT, BIT 
FLUFF. Girl of free-and-easy manners. (Derog.) tterine 
PIECE OF WORK. An individual (gen. prec. by an шпа ОТК) 
adjective). (“ Young Arthur is a nasty piece of W 
PIFFLE. Rubbish, nonsense. К 
PIFFLER. A foolish person, one who talks piflle. 
PIFFLING. Trivial. as 
PIG. (т) A glutton; a rude and ill-bred person. Also E 
wp a gen. term of reproach. (“ You were a pig 
wait for me.") 
(2) A section of an orange. 
PIG-HEADED. Stupid and obstinate. 

PIG IN. See MUCK IN. 1 
PIG IN A РОКЕ. An unseen, unexamined, and consequently 
doubtful bargain. Ево 

PIG ІТ. Live іп a condition of dirt and general disorder. 

PIG'S EAR. Beer. (R.S.) , d osten- 

PIGS IN CLOVER. Vulgarians who live richly ап 
tatiously. 

PIGSKIN. Saddle. 


PIG'S WHISPER. А very short space of time. A dupê 

PIGEON, STOOL PIGEON, STOOGE, FALL GUY, CATSPAW. d", of 

i an unsuspecting and foolish victim to be “ plucked 5 
tobbed, by rogues, 

PIGEON-LIVERED, Cowardly. family 

PIGEON PAIR. Twin boy and girl, or (more gen.) any 
consisting of one boy and one girl. : 

PIGGY-BACK. See PICKABACK. 

PIKE, PIKE OFF, Depart; die. 


PILE. A fortune ; money in large quantities. 
PILE ON THE AGONY. 


- Exaggerate and dramatize. 

PILE UP. Crash or 
PILL. (т) A foolish 
(2) Doctor. Also PILL-PUSHER. (R.N., PILLS.) 


(3) Billiard o 
PILL-BOX. (т) Аз 


wreck an aircraft ог car. 


4 
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or given to a woman, and 


d amusements. 
(See EARS FLAPPING.) 


PIN MONEY, Money earned by 
PIN Pu for minor pleasures апі 
PINS, ieee BACK. Listen intently. 
T gs. 

PINS AND NEEDLES. A tingling па numbe 
ық hen the circulation returns, 

P. A highly attractive picture, gen. female, that 
E nes pin up”. | 
PINCH, GIRL, The original of such а picture. 
PINCH Steal п. PINCHER. 

ED: ү п. 

c 2) Short of money: vi У 

PINK. (т) v. Pierce or hit tightly but visibly. (Dueling 
with a sword or rapier. 0 

PINK (2) n. Hunting dress (which 15 really scarlet). 
PINKIE, F PERFECTION, Absolute perfection. 
Pinna? PINKY. Tiny. (Sc) 
PINNY- Intoxicated. ; 

Y. Pinafore. UNDER ONE'S PINNY. In one's stomach. 
(1) See Hump. 
(2) A star indicating an О 
Pega), To wound or КШ. 
PIPPED A. See ACK-EMMA. 

=D. (т) Depressed, hurt. З 
(2) Failed in an examination. 


d limb that occurs 


fficer's rank. 


PIp_py 

pog 

Pr ee CHEERIO! р 

PE Down! Restrain yourself, become quieter, calmer. 
PIPE o eee) 

P E'S EYE. t. 

Ip Weep. (Nau ) unexpectedly: 


Speak suddenly and ge? 

T. Very hot. À р 

ро Term of admiration for an attractive girl. 

EL са signifi nt person: 

PIRA (2) A nondescript and insignificant pejor the 
TE. v, To publish a song ог book without regar [о 

PIs Whi laws of copyright. 2: ол, who so publishes. 

Prey Dy, a ok generally: — 

сн. д MO AER ipee. site for a circus or Show, 

EU in 5 i es. 

Ў Б ing gam 3 

TRE PIE NUT LU Е е emotionally and 


dramat; 
- pr, 2matically. І 
AS DU. ally of physically. 


3 н E 
INTO. Abuse; attack verb 
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PITCH IT STRONG, HOT. Exaggerate. 
PITCH ONE’S TENT. Reside at. ї | “J was 
PITCHFORK INTO. Fling abruptly into, involve in. ( 
pitchforked into the job before I realized it.") 

PITTITE. Occupant of the pit in a theatre. 
PIX. (U.S.A.) Film pictures. 
PLAGUE. (т) v. Harass, trouble. 

(2) n. An acute nuisance. 
PLAGUEY. Extremely tiresome. Perfectly 
PLAIN AS A PIKESTAFF, PACK SADDLE, PIPE-STEM etc. Ре 

clear and obvious. 

PLAIN SAILING. Clear and straight course. 
PLANK DOWN, PLONK DOWN. Deposit a sum of money- | 
PLANKED. Sent to prison. 
PLANT. (т) Conceal, as part of a plot. 

(2) n. A swindle, on the lines of (1). sas) 
PLASTER. (r) To blast to pieces with shot. (opu 

(2) To bombard heavily. (W.W.I and II.) 

PLASTERED. Intoxicated, 
PLASTER SAINT. An impossibly virtuous person. 
PLATEFUL. See BASINFUL. 
PLATE OF MEAT. Street. (R.S, 
PLATES OF MEAT. Feet. (R.S.) 


PLATES AND DISHES. Kisses, (R.S.) ged | 


- n 
PLATINUM BLONDE. A woman whose hair has been cha 


to yellowish-grey by chemical means. (0.5.А.) 

PLAY ARTFUL. Conceal one’s real feelings or motive. 

PLAY BALL. - Co-operate. 

PLAYBOY. A well-to-do idler or wastrel, 

PLAY DOWN. Minimize, depreciate. {f arts 

PLAY DOWN TO, TALK DOWN TO. Lower one’s standards о 
anguage etc. to the assumed level of one's audience ner 

PLAY FAST AND LOOSE. Behave without regard to © 
People’s feelings or the consequences. 

PLAY FOR sa 


E THÉ 
FETY, PLAY SAFE. Run no risks. (See ON 
SAFE SIDE.) 


PLAY FOR TIME. 


See STALL. Ц uplê 
PLAY GOOSEBERRY. Act as chaperon to an unmarried coup, g 
PLAY HARD TO GE 


F ing 
T. Encourage advances by simula 
reluctance. A 
PLAY HOOKEY, THE WAG, TRUANT. See HOP THE WAG- 
PLAY (IT) Low. Take an unfair advantage of. 


— tT, 
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PLAY ‘possum. (U.S.A.) Pretend to be asleep, Or 
unconscious. ) t 
PLAY SECOND FIDDLE. Take a secondary and subordinate 

osition. 
i a рү OX; ASS ABOUT etc. 


irs APE, FOOL, GIDDY GOAT, s 

ehave irresponsibly and foolishly: Hat 

PLAY THE БЕУ) MISCHIEF, orn] | Harry. Generally dis 
Organize and render unworkable. 1 BP 

PLAY тне Game. Follow the accepted social and ethical 
Conventions. д 5 

PLAY To THE GALLERY. Attempt, to ОРЫ neta E 
applause by flattering the tastes of the ane 

ju uncritical. (Theat.) (See PLAY DOWN TO. 

AY UP. Do one's utmost. 


PLAy | 
hr vr о аана). ше trouble. (“Те storm 
- played up with our plans.”) 
eee AS PUNCH. Extremely pleased? 
PLEBS. THE pics. If circumstances allow: 
PLO S. The common people. t.) 
NK. (r) Shell, W.W.I. E) 
(2) Thick, viscous mud. (W. Dee c 


o (R.A.F.) Nicknam 
PL 4) See PLANK DOWN. 
EN THE DEEP. Sleep. 1 " 
TOUGH THE sanps. Labour useless Y- ity examination. 
IOUGHED, ppyckgp. Failed in & егеу exam 


P с 
TUCK. (т) Swindle or rob an unsuspectn 
( PIGEON.) , 
у 2) Courage. EAT DIRT 
ER E S ES Humiliate him. (See 


S. (x) Shoot. nual repetition. 


PLU G 
PLUG. 


Prun SLY. A gangster; а hardene 


M. (r) Plenty of money (0115 £100; 
. ally well-paid job. 

PLUM (2) The best of anything- 

PLU Delicious or desirable. iL, WW) 

PL M AND appre, General term for jam. , lumb crazy over 
UMB. Completely, absolutely. (“ Peter's p 

Brown.") 
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k Favour wholeheartedly. 1 
TUM (5 Give all one’s votes to one candidate 
alternative to distributing them. NS 
PLUNGE. v. Gamble recklessly and ‘with large 
n. PLUNGER. | 
POACH. (I) Give a man a black eye. 
2) Encroach or trespass on. ing 
POCKET Jo INSULT. Accept tt humbly without attempt | 
to retaliate, 


POCKET, SWALLOW, ONE'S PRIDE. Humiliate oneself. 
| 


as aD | 


PODGE. А fat person. рорсү. Short, stout. АТ, MMY. 

POILU. A Breath foot soldier—equiv. of English TOM 
(W.W.I.) í 

POINT BLANK. Direct. 

POISONOUS. Odious, detestable. 

POKE. A bag. 

POKE FUN AT. Deride. , | 

POKE ONE’S NOSE IN. Interfere. 4 ple, 

POKER-FACE, DEAD PAN, CRIBBAGE-FACE. Ап inscruta | 
expressionless face, | 

POKY. Small and cramped, 

POLISH OFF. Finish quickly, kill. | 

POLLY, POLL-PARROT, A parrot. ў 

POLT-FOOT. A club-foot. | 

POM. Pomeranian dog. 

POMPEY. (R.N.) Portsmouth. ] 

PONG, v. Smell bad. 1 ering & 

PONTIUS PILATE, (т) Drugget or other material cov 

rower's seat in a boat. 


(2) A provost sergeant. 
PONY. Twenty-five pounds. 


POOCH. (U.S.A) A mongrel dog. 's time o 
POODLE-FAKING, Paying calls; devoting one's ti 
feminine society. (R.N.) a 
bab 


POOL. (т) See кїттү (2). foot 
(2) A form of betting on a collective series of foot 
matches, AL ad el NE argo 
(3) (typists’,) An organized body of typists in a © _ 
concern available as required. : 
POOLS. The organization Operating Poor (2). 
POOR FISH, SAP. ete. Term of contempt. Y 
POORLY. Ina poor state of health. ji 
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POOR wee GoosE. Bullock’s liver. 
POOR Bb OYSTER. Mussel. 
Ne S TREACLE. Onion. 
tee that all the above refer 
3 ir respective namesakes. The: 
Pop xamples. 
* (r) Pawn. 
(2) Slap. (Obs.) 
(3) Father. (U.S.A.) Also POPPA. 


to cheap equivalents of 
re are numerous other 


Рор-кү See РОРРЕТ. 
M With eyes bulging, naturally or from astonish- 
Pop © 5 
FF. (т) Depart quickly. 
POP т (2) Die. id: 
S. 


ROPE fo QUESTION, Propose marriage. 
Popp’s F ROME. HORSE SR ) 
of a є An especially tender piece of meat in the centre 
E'sx eg of mutton. | 

OSE. See PARSON'S NOSE. 


POPIN 
SURE A conceited dandy. f 
Poppygy OP. Term of endearment or of approbation. 
ED EEE Nonsense: 

E Similar to РОРРЕТ, put gen. app. to 
POR all children. 
TOR urb BEANS. A Portuguese. (W.W.L) 

HAT. A (woman's) small, round hat. 


PORP 
P SOME An extremely fat man. ERN 
9ne TEAU WORD. Two Or more words COD ee 

as epitomizing the significance of both, €£ quarson, 
POSE Person who is both squire and parson: 
rose gà problem, a puzzle. 
Posy Smart, ESOS 
(1) e smart and clean. 
үр 2) Bos possibly. 
Pose SS Also POS. 
Y 'POSSUM. 
Post E With great speed. ; 
alres EM, A discussion oF argument concernin 
Bs n settled. 
Por, “Ate DEGREE. One taken after 4 
(2) m important personage- (See BIG BU 
trophy, gen. in the form of a cup 


ga matter 


4 


182 


DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG 


POT. (3) See EARTH, THE. Also POTS OF. 
(4) To kill by shooting. 


POT-BELLIED. 
POT-BOILER, 


Having a sagging abdomen. a ly to 
A Book oF picture written or painted solely 


-o “art for 
obtain money and with no pretence of being 
art's sake ". 


POT-HUNTER. 


trophies. 


POT LUCK. See TAKE POT LUCK. 


POT OF HOSPITALITY. VES inet 
on the fire ready to make tea for visitors. 


POT-SHOT, 


A shot at 


inning 
A sportsman who cares only about Wi 


; hangs 
(Irish.) A pot that permanently ha 


random, without aiming. 


: icated. 
POT VALIANT. Boastful; brave only when intoxica 


POT-WALLOPER. 


POTATO. 


One who moves heavily and clumsily- 


(1) Money (gen. in pl.). 


(2) See SMALL BEER, 
POTATO AND POINT. 


Trish stew with only enough m 


eat {0 


A scarecrow. 


" point ” one's fork at. 
POTATO BOGLE. (Sc.) 
POTATO-TRAP. See KISSER, 
POTEEN, 


POUND OF 


Whisky distilled illicitly. 
POTTY. Crazy, 


FLESH. The exact fulfilment of a bargain. 


Shylock’s bond in 


POUR OIL ON TR 
ment or ind: 


(Ех 
Merchant of Venice.) 


cite 
OUBLED WATERS, Attempt to eee (Naut: 
ignation by calm and friendly speech. 


s) 
; wave 
uring a storm oil is poured on the sea to calm the 


POWDER SOMEONE's JACKET. Thrash. e соз 
POWER. A great deal. (“That picture must hav 


power 
POW-WOW, 
POX. (т) 
(2) 
POZZY, n. 
PRACTICAR: 
is soli 


PRANG., (I) A vic 
(2) v. Т 
(3) S 
PRATIE, PRATY, 
PRE. Prefect, 


PREACHY. Dull, moralizing talk. 


PREACHY- 


2 


of money.”) 


Consultation, discussion. (Am. Indian.) 
Smallpox. (Obs.) 


Syphilis. 


Jam, preserves, (W.W.L) 
(Theat.) Any form of stage scene 


LE, n. 


гу that 


d and capable of practical use. 


torio 


us bombing operation. (R.A.F.) 


© crash, 
ee WIZARD, 
Potato. 
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c 
ENE EE etc.). Very, extremely. 
Wak anaes house of the type erected after 
PRET AMD AM 
ME A preliminary examination. 
Ao SERA em, homework; school work prepared at 
PREP, ae for the following day- 
PRESS 05 Preparatory school. 
nines BUTTON. Start the proceedings; make a begin- 
PRET . 
E Rus Y. Make pretty in a cheap, superficial way. l 
st KETTLE OF FISH, PASS, GO etc. А serious and alarming 
P ve of affairs. 
ТЕТ ANS A large usum of money. ‹ 
“PRETTY, (т) Superficially pretty (used deprecia- 
tively). j ) 
PRETTY (2) A small, attractive knick-knack. 
WELL. (т) Almost completely. 
(2) In a fairly good "tate of health. Also 
PREY TOLERABLE. 
Priora Early, hasty. 
E S. Extremely funny OF unusual. 


RICK 

~EAR : 1 
Pu ГАКЕО, With upstanding ears. 

UP ONE'S EARS. Listen with sudden interest. (From the 


PRICK in which animals raise their ears when aroused.) 
PRIDE ор Easily irritated. 
PRIG, ES сод Early mi 
V. Steal. n. Thief. 
$ e) d self satisfied, self-righteous person: a, PRIGGISH. 
ттмда: & adv. Excellent, first-class. 
PRI x A mixture of old and bitter ale. (N. Country.) 
› PRINK Ur. Make oneself smart 
George IV when Prince Regent. 
EYE. (U.S.A. Private detective: 
ЖО 1 ize 
I) Conspicuous, egregious: («Jones is 2 pri 
bore.") i : 
(2) First-class, excellent. (“Магу m es à р 
ther.) 
( A ESE 
professional. 4 
2) prep. In Ue аш EET de favour of. 
(3) (Always used with CON) ® fact against.) 
A prostitute. 


st before а fine day. 


PRIME 


ize 


PRO, 
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Д deal 
PROBLEM CHILD. One who is psychologically ue) 
With. (Freq. app. to an unusually difficult pro 
PROBOSCIS. See SMELLER. 
PROCESH, n. & v. Procession. 
PROF. (U.S.A.) A professor. 
PROG. (r) Food. T 

(2) Proctor. Also PROGGINS. (Univ.) | 
PROM. (т) A promenade. (U.S.A.) 

(2) Promenade рос ») | 
PRONTO. Promptly, immedia: ely. 2 lady. 
PROPER. (т) КЕ RE excellent. (“She 32 PR r0- 

(2) Extremely. Also PROPERLY. (a г 
perly ill after eating that fish.") roperties 
PROPERTY PLOT. (Theat) A list of the “р djunct$— | 
needed for a play. PROPS, PROPERTIES. The a | 
furniture etc—required. time being 
PRO TEM. (Lat.) Pro tempore: for the ti 
temporarily. 
PRUNE. PRAS) A stupid, inefficient pilot officer. | 
PSYCHO. Psycho-analysis. v. BE PSYCHOED. 
P.T. Physical training exercises. 
PUB, PUBLIC, Public house. x 
PUB-CRAWL. See GIN-CRAWL. 
PUD, PUDDY. See FIN. 
PUD, PUDDEN. Pudding. 
PUDDING AND PIES, Eyes. (R.S.) 
PUFF, Advertisement, publicity. 
PUFF AND DART, Start. (R.S.) " through 
PUFFED, PUMPED, BLOWN, WINDED. Breathless, gen. 
running. ? А 
PUFFER, PUFF-PUFF, Train, (Nurs.) Y 
PUFFING BILLY, The first steam locomotive. 
PUFF LIKE A GRAMPUS. Pant heavily. 
PUG. A prize fighter (pugilist). | 
PUGGY-DRUNK, Helplessly intoxicated, T4 
PUKE. Vomit, А cA SAHIB; 
PUKKA, Genuine; good class. (Hindustani) dum og of 
An English gentleman (orig.), now often used der E 
a person. who considers himself one. — — qu Е" 
PULL, n. An advantage or special personal influence. with d 


can get a seat for the tournament; I've a pull 
the manager.") ; 


ї 
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PULL A 
FAST ONE. Take а tactical advantage of, by a sudden 


а те: 
. (x) Halt a vehicle at some spot out of the main 
stream of traffic, n. The halting-place. 
(2) Obtain an ally or supporter. 
(3) Arrest, take to the police-station. 
(4) Earn (money). (“Bull pulls in ten pounds а 
PULL Orr . week.) 
PULL ONE Win; bring to a successful co 
SELF TOGETHER. Recover one's по 


nclusion. 
rmal self-control 


PULL о balance. 
УТЫ S WEIGHT. Do one's fair share of work. 
S. Women’s knickers secured by elastic 
“J was pulling 


PULL 
LONE тво, Deceive jokingly. к 
PULL T г leg when I said I was marrying Lady Jane. ') 
HE WOOL OVER SOMEONE'S EYES. Deceive. 
rious illness Or 


Puy 

L THROUGH. (т) v. Recover from а Se e 
accident ; survive adverse conditions. 
(2) n. (with hyphen). An extremely thin 
man. (Mil (Ex. the cord used for 

PULL yp cleaning rifie-barrels.) 

- (x) Halt suddenly. 

(2) Arrest. s 

(3) n. (with hyphen). A stopping-place for re- 
freshment. 

fresh effort. 

PULL YOURSELF 


PULL 
PULL i ONE's socks. Make а 
(CEU LUE то PIECES. Facet. for 
PULPIT- SELF) TOGETHER. 
МЫ THUMPER. See DEVIL-DODGER. ||. alli 1 
po Question persistently to try to obtain all information 
PUMPE ssible, 
PUNCH” See PUFFED. 
PUNCH р Energy, drive. 
RUNK, SLAP HAPPY. In 2 3 


tate of stupefaction after 


a х 
Piven aeS of heavy blows. (Boxing) 
* (x) Thrash severely. |... à 
(2) Eat eagerly. (Ей could punish 9 good 


PUNT steak.” 
Pun HING. Severe, еар 
PUNK mera nonsense. S.A.) \ 
PUNTER P. PLASTER. Bread and margarine. - 
ER. One who bets in small sums ОЙ horse-racing. 
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PUP. See BUY A PUP. 
PUPPY-FAT. Plumpness incidental to. adolescence. 
PURKO. Beer. fü 
PURLER. A hea all. ы eS 
PURPLE BER Sensational ог floridly emotional pass48 
in a book. 
PUSH. (I) See SACK. i 
2) Enterprise. Jac 
PUSH No Hed nag; treat with a contempt oe and 
` . ОЁ consideration. (‘I’m tired of being pushe! 
by you.") 
PUSH BACK. Swallow, gulp down. 
PUSH-BIKE. А pedal bicycle. Н 
PUSHED. (т) Worried, harassed, over-driven. т 
2) Short of cash. КЕ опе 
PUSHING Ims PUSHING UP THE DAISIES. Lying in 0 
grave, dead. 
PUSH OFF! Get away, go! 
PUSH ON. Proceed. te 
PUSHOVER. (U.S.A.) An easy prey to salesmen etc. 
PUSH THE BOAT OUT. Start, go ahead. 
PUSH YOUR BARROW. Go, depart. n wae 
PUSSYFOOT. А teetotaller. (“ Pussyfoot” J DD] 
largely responsible for the U.S. Prohibition AC "BAG 
PUT A BUNG, PUT A SOCK IN IT; PUT YOUR HEAD IN 
Stop talking, be quiet. 


5ШУ) ' 
PUT ACROSS, PUT OVER, SLIP ACROSS. Persuade succes а 


convince in an argument. PUT IT ACROSS (арр: 


person). Inflict punishment or discomfort upon. mento 
PUT A FINGER ON. Identify; remember precisely W 
where. 


PUT A JERK IN IT. Show more vigour and activity. 
PUT A SPOKE IN SOM: 


sect 
EONE’S WHEEL. Intervene with the ОР) 
of thwarting. те: 
PUT AWAY. (т) Confine in prison or in а mental ho 
(2) Consume, eat. : 
(3) n. (with hyphen). An appetite. (G 
PUT BACK THE CLOCK, Revert to former practices. 
derog.) 
PUT 'EM UP. See HANDS UP. 


“ Jf 
PUT HEADS TOGETHER. Consult together, deliberate. P 
we put our heads together we may find a solution. 


18 
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c f. 
PUT IN A соор worp For. Speak in favour o 
PUT IN ONE's oar. Intervene, interfere. 
PUT INSIDE, Send to prison. 
: ass. 
UT IN THE SHADE. Completely excel or Surp 


PUT Ir urLDLy. Under-stress. bee RR 
i e extende 
PUT IT THERE, PUT IT RIGHT THERE |. (ie. against 
REDE 'S STROKE. 
ur eg : (x) Disturb. Also PUT OFF ONES 
(2) Delay. 
an ON. See on (2). ited 
ua ES t or concer 
ee DOG, SIDE, E Assume an arrogan E 
“ON ON i a specia 
o ONES THINKING CAP. Meditate on p 
On Tie therwise. 
үт ON THE SCREW. Coerce by ee oF her stice, and 
UT ON |THE SPOT. (U.S.A) Try by | 
condemn. | Nt. | 
AUT ONE'S FINGER ON. Express ОГ did AL 
PUT ONp/s roor pown. Insist, firmly 
NES UR i der. 
ЕА ONE’S FOOT IN IT. болшы Ыш 
RE 'S POCKET. y- l 
PUT oe S HAND IN ONE'S Р ae mete 


E’S HAND TO THE PLOUGH. EE 
m {ку ок эе е ОЕ vailable assets. 
Dr ONE's SHIRT ow. Wager all ones 

PUT OUT SOMEONES’ LIGHT. Kill. 


n SR e ON THE S 
Pur o TO GRASS. Se 


PUT P 
PUT s 


Pu 
PUT SOMEONES’ EYE IN A SLING. 


HELF. 
VER. See PUT ACROSS. 


! 
ees IPE AND SMOKE IT j 
ч tement, the proper order 
Py: Statement. Mee. 
T THE CART BEFORE THE HORSE- E c 
PU Of things, 0 endur- 
T THE TIN HAT, THE LID, ON: ETA 1 the bossa 
ance; produce a climax. 2 


i +4) on 21050) 
рит ned fool, and that put the lid 
Pur THE winp up. Frighten, scare- 
Pu; ROUGH. Accomplish. 
TO RIcHTs, Rectify a wrong; 
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" :n difficult 

PUT UP A (соор) sHow. Make a special effort in di i 

circumstances. it 
PUT-UP JOB, JOB. A deliberately planned event (gen. W 

bad, even criminal implication). 
PUT UPON. Impose upon. j 1 
PUT UP TO. (т) Incite (gen. to disobedience). 

(2) Suggest. 

PUT UP WITH. Endure. ith 
PUT WISE TO. Explain; make conversant wi т disgust): 
PUTRID. Extremely bad (a term of contempt an 


Q 


QUAD. (r) Quadrangle (gen.,of a college). mE 
d CEU EAE the more general spelling: 


QUADS. Quadruplets; four children at a birth. 
QUAKER GUNS. Dummy guns. 


QUAKER OATS. Coat. (R.S) e, esp: 7 
QUALITY, THE ; THE GENTRY. Working-class reference, 
rural areas, to the upper classes. (Almost 2 ythin£ 
QUARREL WITH ONE’s BREAD AND BULLER: Д 
which causes опе to be deprived of one’s liveli 
QUARTER(S), Quartermaster sergeant. 
QUARTER-BLOKE, -JACK, Quartermaster. { writing 
QUARTER-BLOKE’S ENGLISH. The official method 9 s, orn 
the noun first, then the adjective etc. ; e.g. “ Cups 


mental, Officers for the use of." 
QUARTER STRETCH, Three 


months’ imprisonment. 
QUASHEE, egro. M le new 
QUEEN ANNE’S DEAD. Caustic comment on receiving sta 
SUEENVANNE'S HAN! See COCK A SNOOK. diet 
"QUEEN's BA 


D BARGAIN. A hopelessly unsatisfactory SO 
*QUEEN’S ENGLISH. That sucked By ӨЧӨ СП people. 
*QUEEN’S PEACE. The peace of the land. 
*QUEEN’S PICTURES, Postage stamps. ч dibus Ў 
к SHILLING. Money paid to a recruit on enli 
5. 


*OUEEN'S WEATHER, 


al 
ST -0 
Fine weather (traditional on 207. 
occasions). 


* (See Note under KING.) 
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QUEER, (т) Mentally ‘erratic. Also QUEER IN THE ATTIC. 
(2) Ш. 


(3) Spoil. QUEER THE PITCH. Upset prearranged 


lans. | 

лк CARD, dus COVE, CUSTOMER, FISH etc. An eccentric 
QUE Person. 5 
I UEER (Т). 

N THE ATTIC, HEAD. See Q d, extremely short of 


SUEER STREET, IN. Financially unsoun 
IE A i ance. 
QUICKIE, A short film, or other brief performance: 
р; ONE. A hurried drink, деп. alcoholic. 
- (1) Orig. a guinea, now £I: i 
Q (2) A Boren of tobacco (for chewing). К 
VIDS IN. Left with a highly satisfactory He wn over the 
PIE. A lock of hair upstanding or plastered do 
forehead. 


QUILL-D 
"DRIVER, See PEN-PUSHER. [ 
oe i i t a birth. M 
г E en а . 
QUIRK. Quintuplets; five childr Maa ce commission. 


An Ai it being ti с па 
59 E ‘(the Norwegian Major Quisling 


QUIT, Abandon ; leave a job unfinished. ; 
м Кі : У york. (Derog. 
BUITTER. E Ase its orabandons his post orn ri 
QUITE, QUITE so, JUST SO. Affirmation = 2 

Understand and agree. '; quite a beauty." 
ne E. Entirely, emphatically. ( s db that." 
QUIZ It's quite something to be able 
Quo, A Set of test questions. 
9007; QUAD, Prison. 

Imprisoned. 

quotation. 


R 


Ra | $ 
Ta An amateurish and generally inadeq 
Хавт X type of sport. e bac 


ate performer 


k of the 


s UNCH. A disabling bl 
\ NE ber. 
Racy ONE's BRAINS, Make every effort to тешет 


Igo DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG i 


; t to 
RACKET, RAMP. An organized, frequently illegal резе 
increase prices, or otherwise profit at the public's е 
RACKETEER. One involved in the above. 1 
RADDLED. (r) Intoxicated. ue of C05 | 
(2) Over-coloured by the excessive use | 
metics, particularly rouge. _ Boxing) 
RAFFERTY RULES. (Aust.) Norules or inhibitions. A A good- 
RAG. To question, harass and otherwise discomfit a about 
humoured way. (‘ We ragged him unmercifu y 
his adventure with the little actress.’’) 
RAG, THE. The Army and Navy Club. 
RAG-TIME. (т) a. Light-hearted, casual. е 
(2) Syncopated music, ех. U.S.A., рор: 
the century. 
RAGE, THE. Highly fashionable or popular. 
RAGTAG AND BOBTAIL, TAGRAG AND BOBTAIL. 


arly jn 


The lowest 


class, collectively, of any society. | ne fabric? 
RAG TRADE. Dressmaking and tailoring, and t 
involved. 
RAGWATER. Whisky. 
‘RAH! (USA) Hurrah! i in falling 
RAIN CATS AND DOGS. Orig. app. to wind-driven rain 2 


[e.c 

in ү ушЫ directions at the same time ; now more г 

monly app. to any heavy downpour. _ от 
RAIN STAIR-RODS. To is nS straight, vertical дор 
RAISE. (U.S.A.) А rise, an increase in wages. ce. 
RAISE A DUST, CAIN, HELL. Causea general disturban 
RAISE A STINK. Create a scandal. rgently 
RAISE THE WIND. Obtain money more or less U 

required, a deal 
RAKE-OFF, n. Unauthorized commission or profit HOR mem 
RALLY. A general, frequently informal, meeting of the 

bers of an organization. stica” 
RAMBUSTIOUS, ROBUSTIOUS, RUMBUSTIOUS, RUMBU 

Noisy, intractable. 


RAM-JAM FULL. Completely filled. 
RAMP. See RACKET. 5 Ў 


RANCID. Odious, detestable. 
RANDAN. See on THE BATTER. n the 
RANK. (т) a, Sheer, unmitigated, (“His speech 0 


ible was rank blasphemy.") 
(2) Evil-smelling, р 
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RANKER. А commissioned officer who has risen by merit fron 

the ranks. (Now semi-obs.) 

RARE, Lightly cooked, underdone. 

RASHER OF WIND. See BAG OF BONES. 

RASPBERRY, See GET THE BIRD. 

AT. (1) n. & v. A thief. n 
2 . (Aust) .. 
3} A dock labourer. (ANSE. ends (esp. political 

R and joins the opposition. 

AT-AND-MoUSE. House. (К.5.) 


sd Excl. of CEU (Does 
"AND-MICE, (R.S.) Dice. nk. (“Do 
ТЕ, v. Justify s e through steel? ”) 
xi ihe Chief Clerk rate a room to h! 1 
Mane АӨ HOTEL. А чого e agreement. ("Come 


! An emphatic acceptance Or, 
RA to dinner to-night ФИ Rather | ) 

TILED, (т) Completely intoxicate . { 
R (2) Confused, nonplussec- y. (We saw ата 
STING. Emph. Very or exceedingly- 
RAT ng good show.") 
RAVE Annoyed, irritable. 
RAW 7, See CRUSH. old 

* (1) Emotionally hurt, injure 
2) Young and inexperienced. 

ut DEar, Носы and unjust treatment. 
Razz; UNS. The bare fists. (Boxing) 
E E ON THE BATTER. 
R ее SMELLER. 
READ ME-DOWNS. See HAND-ME-DOWNS Led 
Reap AND WRITE. Fight. (К.5.) meaning that i 

i BETWEEN THE LINES. Discern а = i 

E ; onseq 
READ T Wee Give a final warning РВ n 5 on d оиз 
of misbehaviour. (The Riot Act ae the military are 
“sembly by the local authorities be 
Шей upon to take charge.) 
Rear Y THE. Available cash. Bs 
CCOY, THE. Absolutely genuine 
Recap кке, Recreation-ground iy 
Ny. Capi pitulation. LATE. 

P Believe, oie. (USA) Se 000 


G 
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RED, n. & a. Communist or extreme Left Wing. 

RED-AND-WHITE. Fight. (R.S.) > 

RED BIDDY. Cheap “ fortified " red MS EM 

RED CAP. A military policeman. (U.S.A., 

RED COATS. Soldiers. (Now almost obs.) 

RED DUSTER. The Red Ensign. | 

RED EYE. (U.S.A.) Cheap whisky. 

RED FLANNEL. The tongue. a» Aes ^ 

RED-HANDED. In the act of committing a REL of th 

RED HAT. Hat worn by a cardinal and the sy: n. 
dignity. jones 

RED de An irrelevant argument ad subjects y 
tended to divert attention from an awkw: red-hot C? 

RED-HOT. Extreme, enthusiastic. (“ He's a 


portet) 


munist.”’) . thels. 
RED LIGHT DISTRICT. One given over to bro de 
RED LANE. The throat. 


nies soe 
RED-LEITER DAY. А day of special significance. (5 in © 
printing of the names of the principal sain 00 
letters in prayer books.) ? (The co 
RED RAG (TO A BULL). A source of Ey ИЛ 
15 Supposed—inaccurately—to infuriate ds in de? 55 
RED TAPE. Symbol of official formalities invo ed tape 
with lawyers, officials etc. (In practice г 
‘longer used on official docunients.) 
RED, WHITE AND BLUE. Cold salt beef. 
REEB. Beer, (B.S.) 
REEFER. (т) See BRASS-BOUNDER. 
(2) (Aust.) A gold-digger. 
REFRESHER. (r) A drink. n en 
| An extra fee given to barristers wh og - 
lasts a considerable time. , noU 
A course of extra instructio. y 
alread: skilled. „ ООА 
REGARDLESS. Without regard to cost, extravagantly, miod J 
REGISTER. (1) Make a special impression om, 07 jas port 
(“T noticed that Mary's finger red] 
aged, but it didn't register.) себ 
(2) Exhibit an emotion. (^ His fac voy 
anger.” «The PP ЧИН 
REGULAR, REG'LAR, Genuine, real, (U.S.A) (“1 m 
a regular little gentleman.) 


2 
а caa 


REFRESHER COURSE. 


М КЕМІ 
NI 
NISCE. Become reminiscent ; 


RESTIN 
G. Theatrical euphemism 
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DICTIONARY 
(“The poor chap’s 


REGU 
LARLY. Completely, thoroughly. 


meo oe soaked.) 
- (т) Members of the Regular Forces (as opposed to 

National Servicemen Ог Territorials). 
students etc. 


(2) Regular customers, patrons, 
(* Old Smith stays here every August; 
he’s one of my regulars.) 

talk of the past. 


REp, 
(Theat.) Repertory company: 
REST ON or’ for unemployed. 
us Ap S OARS, LAURELS. Be satisfied with what one 
SURRE ready accomplished. 
CTIoN-PIE. A pie made of scraps of cooked meat. 
Become reticent, 


ETIRE 
» RETREAT, INTO ONE'S SHELL. 


tacitu 
RETRE In. 
World шеш & Aust.) A soldier who fought in both 
ars. 
Jation of the French 


Literal trans: 


RET 

U 

RN TO OUR MUTTONS. 
return after а 


Eum à nos moutons ; 
Ev. E discussion. ^. 
(2) ME (title of minister of religion). 
REV, up he revolutions of an engine. 
REVIVER, Start, or increase the speed of, a car, plane etc. 
RHEUyAT See CORPSE REVIVER- 
eui. Rheumatism. 

* (I) Rhinoceros. 
RHYME (2) Money. 1 
(* E REASON. Any logical sense. (Always in neg.) 
here's no rhyme or reason in the old man's demands. ’) 


digression to the 


RIBR; 
ONS | 
RICE Reins 
EBA A 
RICH I Trousers. (Obs.) А al 
reposterous, absurd. (“ He says he'll marty $^ 


wi 
RICH. mane а) 
RIDE FoR ur. Bird. (RS) 
У practi FALL. Act witha recklessness that 
RID; ically inevitable. 


makes disaster 


have imperiously and 


E, 
COME 
Als ae HE ICE HoRsE. Be 
wg eee A À 
UGHsHOD over., Act with no consideration е 


ог : 
md js feelings of others. 
© our. ipulate fraudulently. 

genes Quito v Provide with at outfit 
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Д oney 

RIG THE MARKET. Manipulate the market in shares Ln 

50 as to take advantage of the rise or fall of p 
RIG UP. Erect, construct. 
RIGHT! See arr RIGHT. AILS ete 
RIGHT AS A TRIVET, AS NINEPENCE, AS RAIN, AS N 

Absolutely right. 
RIGHT AWAY, Immediately. 
RIGHT FOOT FOREMOST. See BEST FOOT. ARR 
RIGHT-HAND MAN. Chief and most reliable ER 
RIGHT, RIGHT WING. Belonging to or sympathizing 

Conservative Party. See LEFT. entirely: 
RIGHTO, RIGHTY-O, RIGHT YOU ARE. Yes, I agree 

(See Arr RIGHT.) 


th the 


0.5.8) 
RIGHT THERE. On the spot where one should be. ( 

PUT IT RIGHT THERE. See PUT IT THERE. bsurd state 
RIGMAROLE. A long series of disconnected or 2 


ments, 
RILE. Anger, annoy. 


RING A BELL. Recall; appeal to one’s memory: е ѕегуір8 
RING MONEY. The Government grant to wives eH 
men. (W.W.L) RING PAPER. The document it 
(The “ ring " is the circular post-office stamp.) ў 
RING OFF! Stop talking. (Telephone) indle, 27 
RING THE CHANGES. (т) Practise a traditional ET НЕШ 
which, Бу the customer 5 trades- 
ing one coin for another, & К cess 
man is induced to give. 
change. Д 
(2) Indicating a limited ed 
alternatives. (“We m с ап 
the changes on fish, e88 pell- 
cheese.”) (Both der. 


on, of 


; e 
ringing.) on th 
RING UP, GIVE SOMEONE A'RING, A TINKLE. Contact 
telephone. 
RIOT. А 


noisy and emphatic success; a furore. 
RIPPING, (буг, Excellent, superb, (Old-f.) 


N. RIPPER, e pub 
EDU A wildly adventurous story of the tyP 
shed in chea juvenil ines. he 
Rise. A joke | P Juvenile magazines: et 


ntended to humiliate or discountenanc 


victim. (See crt A RISE OUT OF.) 
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RISE т 
от, 
HE FLY. Respond to а suggestion made with а 


hi 
SE I and gen. sinister object. (Fishing. 
RISKY (of ae OCCASION. Suitably adju "s behaviour. 
RITZY. Ha story). Of doubtful propriety or decency. 
RIVER rg ughty and superior. x. status of Ritz Hotel.) 
a. (т) Теа. (R.S) 
RIVER RAT (2) The sea. (R-S.) 
N ER e ‘thief etc. whose special haunts are the banks 
PRIM RIS 
5 Fix firmly upon, concentrate U 
RVers БАГ on her face.") 
о да 
ROACH RES (“ He's riz to the 
ROAD d DACE. Face. (R- 
ROAD н A ruthless and зе 
ROARER. w A travelling show- 
horse whose breathin 


pon- (* He riveted 


rank of colonel.") 


[fish car-driver. 


gis noisy owing to defective 


Roxas 

a E: . Tremendous, highly successful. (* That shop does 
ROB hE trade.’’) : 

ROR, ER TO PAY PAUL. Take from one person to pay another. 


wardrobe. 
OBUsrIQUS. S CHOICE. See HOBSON'S CHOICE. 
AS G) R See RAMBUSTIOUS. 
(2) wd uncertain Or 1 
. (U.S.A.) A stone 9 
кос ,U) Jewel. 
HE. Gibraltar. 


ROBIN 


nsecure. | 
f any 5126: 


Оск 
Roce 201том 
KT . Absolutely the lowest. S 
ROCK HE BOAT. Render ins: difficult for one's colleagues: 
nsatisfactory- 


s 
Roce, Inse 
KER cure, generally u 
oder ONES. 58е Jer ONE'S HEAD: 
(х) Rise quickly and steeply (6 


Ron, See?) A severe reprimand. 


a rocket does). 


IN . 
R PICK t 

ROSE aN уш; Punishment in 50019: 
Upe D VILLAIN. illi С; ч 

= ш 1) official collection of 


GALLER 
Roy Phot y. Scotland Yar 
ant yo pus ot criminals. ) 
LL Ox | STER. An open-air pleasure таймау. LU 
July- May the time come 8002: (* Rationing 
—roll on, July iy 


196 DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG A 
ROLL-ONS. Rubber corsets. A $ 
ROLL UP. Come forward and assemble. + Win easily | 
ROMP AWAY WITH, ROMP IN, ROMP HOME. E 
Hus WLERS, ' л) 
ROMPERS. See CRAWLERS. A " 
ROOK, v. & n. Obtain money by defrauding. { 


ROOKERY. Ап over-populated ERO ae 
ROOKIE, ROOKEY, ROOKY. A very new rec д А, (Сел. | 
ROOM TO SWING А САТ. Ample or adequate sp 


pi 
neg. ; 
ROOMEK. (U.S.A.) Lodger. . t of a team (О 
ROOT. (U.S.A.) Demonstrate in suppor 
BARRACK.) е 
ROOT, ROOTLE ROUND. Investigate. 
ROOTY. Bread. (Hindustani.) 
ROOTY GONG. Long-service medal. 
ROPE IN. (r) Induce to co-operate. р 
2) Аттезї. 0 
Go) Acquire. (“ We roped in a thousand P 
from the deal.) 
ROPEWALK. The Old Bailey. (Obs.) 
ROPY. Thick, viscous, t 
RORTY. First-class, jolly. / 
RORY O'MORE. (т) Whore, (R.S.) 
(2) Door. (К.5.) di 
ROSEBUDS. Spuds (potatoes). (R.S.) lamorous 996. 
ROSE-COLOURED SPECTACLES, THROUGH. As a g 
illusioned vision. 
ROSIN. A fiddler. 
ROSY LEE. Tea, (R.S.) 
ROT. Nonsense, 


oa) ishness. | 
ROT ABOUT. Waste time in idleness and foolishn' 
ROTGUT, Che 


u 

ap beer or any other intoxicant of be 1 

ROTTEN. (т) Unpleasant, thoroughly bad. n. Ri x 
{9 Extremely unwell, 

ROUGH. (т Severe, harsh. Also ROUGH О 

(2) Approximate, without going 

ROUGHLY. (“Ata rough estima 

GH awn „&РОЧї six thousand people } 

ROUGH AND READY, | Макен; hot especi 

for the purpose iA ^ 
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Корс 
Н DIAM 

OND. А person i 
uncouth EN possessing 
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good qualities, but 


ROUG 
H HOUSE. A brawl or fight. 
: sketch ог plan. 


ROUG 

Seres S OUT, v. Make a preliminary 

ROUGH MU Live without the usual am 

RON (yy A discordant clamor: 
(т) A single stage in a boxing 

А (2) бу BRINE: 

OUN one. 

ROUND DEALING. Honest dealing. 

a ER Properly speaking, 
uo, for an IO, 400 etc.—but 
ROUND СЭУ convenient арргохі 
ROUND ro Come to a fitting end; 
OUND WITH. See TOP OFF WITH. 
ROUND сЕ Briskly. 

BIN. A collective petition OT 
Jr 


e si 
gnatures are written in à © 


fi 


drink for each 


any 
the phrase 
mate num 


cle, 50 


enities and comforts. 


contest. 
person paid for 


; figure followed by 
is frequently used 


er. 
nish suitably. 


complaint in which 
that all have 


e 
Roy Бу дбпшепсе: 
( ‘i MBER, 
Roy ROUGH олш total. (See ROUND NUM 
SOUND am BEND. Slightly mad. 
SOND THe стоск. For twenty-four hours continuously: 
Houses. (т) Trousers RS) , sie 
(2) T.T. Race Course in the Isle 0 
Man. 


Collect 
R ONE’ , assemble. 

Ow. (E S BILE. Cause anger. 

( A quarrel. 

ecw, Md Noise, 

OW Up i Rotten Row in Hyde Pars 
Rory, d River, (U.S.A.) Defeat 
ROA ONDE "Noisy and t" 
R ZER. Gas NCIBNT: The game of 8° 
zm. Me ее COPPER. 

B Aro e ment, difficulty. 
yy 500065 Contrive; manage 
mp, DOW 
MS ШУ See FRISK. 

tatin ay. Over-emphasize, Tepe 
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fortune: _ 
RUB OF THE GREEN. (Golfing.) Any unforeseen misío 


RUB OUT. Eliminate. Д 
КОВ Or STROKE THE WRONG WAY. [Irritate. 


ta up my 
RUB UP. Revive one's knowledge of. (‘I must rub UP ^ 


French before going to Paris.’’) 


"mE 
2 n.) abitua 
RUBBERNECK. (U.S.A.) A persistently inquisitive, hi 


sightseer. 1 :oht-Se8* 
RUBEERNECK WAGON. (U.S.A. A bus conveying sigh 

ing excursionists. 
RUCTIONS. Disturbances, trouble. 
RUDDOCK. Robin. 
RUDDY. A polite dilution of BLOODY. b 
RUGGER. Rugby football. ; г 
RULE ОЕ P A method of estimating on a basis of Pg 


А ulation?" 
tical experience, as opposed to mathematical calc 
RULLOCK. Rowlock. 


RUM, RUMMY. Unusual, queer. ffair. 
RUM GO, RUM START. A curious or remarkable affair. 
RUM 'UN. A curious or eccentric person or object. 
RUMBLE. Guess, comprehend. 
RUMBUSTIOUS. See RAMBUSTIOUS. 
RUMPUS. A row or disturbance. tive 
RUN. (1) n. (Theat) The number of consecu m 
formances. the f& 
(2) v. Manage, superintend. (“ George ran 
most efficiently.”’) ^. gelf-contt?” 
RUN AMUCK, AMOK, Completely lose one's S 
(Malay.) И ination: 
RUN A TAPE OVER. Makea general medical CE . 
RUN A TEMPERATURE. Have a temperature above mptuoU? 
RUN AWAY AND PLAY TRAINS. Facet, and conte 
dismissal, 
RUN DOWN, (т) a. Over-tired or unwell. 
(2) v. Speak disparagingly of. ; 
(3) Overtake and collide with. рога! 
RUN FOR ONE'S MONEY, A satisfying but gen. te 


per 


RUNNER-UP, The competitor who finishes second. п the 


RUN OF THE HOUSE etc, Complete freedom of action 0 
Part of a visitor, 


RUN ON. (т) Continue to chatter. 
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RUN ON 
- (2) (Journ Continue 25 long as the writer 

RUN ONr's Мыш сы the subject justifies. 

ана Е INTO A POST, BRICK WALT. Ignore 
RUN our ssible, through obstinacy OF stupidity- UTE 
RUN CANA See OUT OF. 
RUN idus ROUND. See MAKE RINGS ROUND: 
RUN ERU Весоте beyond control. 
" SEI. IN CIRCLES. Show great activity with little 
UN THRO, 

ROUGH, (т) Rehearse а play- 
(2) Examine quickly and superficially. 
(3) Spend, dissipate. 

RUN то (4) Pierce. 1 

de EARTH, Capture after prolon 
RUN To n (Fox-hunting.) 

RT (gen. of money). 
now in to Н?) 
RUN TO ATEEN Follow an earlier plan OF design. 
EED. Degenerate, physically and/or morally. 


ged pursuit ; track 


Be sufficient. (^ wil the cash 


, RUN 
RUN LS etc. Incur liabilities. 
to b THE HARE AND HUNT WITH THE wouxps. Attempt 
e on good terms with two opposing sides. (Derog.) 
Derog. арр. 0 a sm 


RUNT. 
R ag ae e smallest pig in a litter. 
USH = 
RUSH H Cheat; excessively overcharge- 
PE The morning and evening hours when workers 
RUSH тамаце to and from their offices. y \ 
(Н. E'S FENCES. Act hastily, without due consideration. 
Poe ШОНЫ) 
RUSSIAN. DOC RUSSEL. A fox. 
RUSSIA puck. Muck. (R.S.) i 
RÛSE socks. Rags bound round the feet n place of socks: 
Rustic. A Russian. 
пана A recruit. 
RU Hustle, hurry. 
. (т) Mentally stiff from lack 
(2) See сот UP ROUGH. 


of practice. 


NG 
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S 


HE 
S.A. (Sex-appeal). See IT. "THE KICK, D 
site Bu s a job. GET THE SACK, m 

SHOVE, THE PUSH, THE BOOT. Be ышы: ў 
SACK OF coals. Dark, heavy clouds. (Naut. 
SACKS. See BAGS. Е fica” 
SACRED WEED. Vervain or tobacco. ly friendly imP 
SAD. Lamentable (with a facet., frequently 1s") 

tion). ("Bill is a sad lad with the EO 
SAD BREAD. Bread that has not risen prop 
SADDLE WITH. Make responsible for. 
SAFE AND SOUND. Intact, uninjured. 
SAFE AS HOUSES. Absolutely safe. Л 
SAFE)CARD TO PLAY. A safe course of action: es? 
SAHIB, SAH'B. See PUKKA. ; (* The duc 
SAIL INTO. (r) Enter in à cun УУ 

sailed into the room. Der 
(2) Attack, make a vigorous pie + ing 

SAIL NEAR THE WIND. (r) Tell a “risky " 5 tion ver% 
(2) Follow a course of ac 

upon dishonesty. 
SAILS. A sail-maker. 's personal 
SAIL UNDER FALSE COLOURS. Camouflage one’s р! 

intentions, 
SAILOR’S BLESSING, A curse. 
SALONS FRIEND, The moon, i of a litten 
“ST. ANTHONY’s PIG, TANTONY. The smallest pig pef 
ST. MARTIN’S BIRD. Goose. d sunny weet 
ST. MARTIN’s SUMMER. A period of warm an 

їп earl November. an 
ST, MONDAY, Monday, because occasionally added as ot 

holiday to the week-end. tridge 5b? 
ST. Eu cb DAY. September rst, when partridg 

Ing begins, js) "n. 
SAKES ALIVE | Excl. of astonishment, (Almost 950) ja 
SALAD DAYS. Périod of adolescence and consequer 

perience. (See GREEN. 


SALAMANDER’S WOOL. Asbestos. 


: j 
ity 


ext? 


D ч 
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SALES 
RESIS’ T = 
TANCE. The resistance put UP by a reluctant 
hould endeavour to 


buyer 
a : 
su come. which a good salesman 5 
SALMON roU Mouth. (Naut.) 
ALT, T. Mo 
i e Sailor. uth. (R.S.) 
2) (Mini 7) І 
( firing.) To distribute gold or precious stones 
ERES ore in an otherwise worthless mine, in 
SA a er to make investors believe in its richness 
SALT AWAY nd possibilities. 
ALT-BOX ORT Down. Store away ( 
gar base of ALT-cettar. The hollow af 
e JUNK, 8, thin woman's neck. 
apt OF E сое Galt beef. (Naut) 
^M BROWN ARTH. The best and most honest people. (Bib.) 
(after Coi Leather cross-belt wor y amy officers 
ae HILL, He Sam Browne, its designeri 
MBO, Ge ell, (Соскпеу.) 
SUIS WEE term for a Negro, 
= TO No n blood in his veins. 
Sa rele U (WITH KNOBS ON). 
SAMSON ree retort. 
N. 6. man of д 
S lan of great streni th. (Bib. 
SAND, anatorium fees at a п p^ 
К, (т) Мопеу. 1 Y 
dd aL) Moist sugar. 
$ NDMAN D. Partially blind (® sand ' 
S Mee eos See DUSTMAN. 
E Ё 
S anne SA ANCHOR. (Naut.) Perform totally unneces 
SAN (Boats, eet our, THE, Very little time 25 left? 
SAN STORM e sand in an hour-glass.) 
DY. (т) iod maize soup. 
Savings (2) (Abb. of Alexander) A. Scotsman. 
AIRYANN nyone with sandy (yellow) hair. А 
. (Cela ne fait rien.) Pop. Cor. It doesnt 


money): 
each side of the 


esp: one having European 


A. derisive and generally 


ете ك‎ semi half). 


SAp SANTY; 
1) ae Y. Santa Claus. 
Sap, V) v. Fool, greenhorn. ) 
INEss, eae read extensively, 1 gap, SAPPER- 
ess. 
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- е) 
surnam 
SARGE. Sergeant. Also (but always prec. the 
SARNT. 
SARKY. Sarcastic. д 
SARTIN. Certain. Sausage 
SASSAGE, SASSENGER, BAG OF MYSTERY, дарра emptuoU* 
SASSENACH. An Englishman. (Used wit " 
implications by the Scots.) A glass of g! 
SATIN, WHITE SATIN. Gin. YARD OF SATIN. 
SAUCE. See CHEEK. 
SAUCE-BOX. . An impudent person, 
SAUCERS. Large, wide-open eyes. ү {егт. f 
SAUSAGE, SILLY SAUSAGE, An affectionate азе effect 0 
SAVE APPEARANCES, Maintain an appearanci b. 
normality and respectability. isaster, gen- wit 
SAVE ONE'S BACON, ONE'S NECK. Escape disaster, (m 
narrow margin. a particu, 
SAVE THE MARK! Tronic apology for the use of e. ave th 
Word or expression. (“Не called hims 
mark !—а gentleman.”’) 


iy faire. 
SAVVy. General commonsense. (Fr. Savoir fa ) 
SAWBONES, A surgeon. 


SAW MY LEG OFF! Excl. (Obs.) n 
SAWNEY, n. & a. A simpleton. r innocent 
SAW YOU COMING. Realized your ignorance hae picycle 
( If Jones charged you ten pounds for t 
aw you coming.”) 
SAY! See 1 say | (2). 


ift 
ith a & 
Lit. convey your M vate А 
of flowers ; loosely, convey it pleasantly an a 
SAY-SO, THE, n. The final authority. uring out 
Say when you wish me to stop (ро 

- alcoholic). | 
CKLEG, 

ile, despicable. | 
POLE. (т) See BEAN-POLE. | 

(2) A chip of fried potato. | 

SCALE DOWN, Re uce, 
SCALY. Shabby, in poor circumstances. 
SCALLYWAG, isreputable character. 
SCAMMERED, Intoxicated 
SCANDAL-BROTH, “WATER. Теа, 
SCANTIES. Flimsy feminine underwear. | 
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SCARAMoUcH. (т) A boastful, swaggering fool. 
SCA (2) An untidy, tousled child. 
Sc. RED STIFF. Terrified. 3 m 
EAD (Journ. A headline in unusually heavy type: 
E THE PANTS Orr. Terrily. 
SCARPER, SCAT, SCOOT, SCRAM, SCRATCH тт, skippo. Hurry 
away ! t 
.8 ! go quickly. x" 
an SINGING. A type of jazz singing- 
Que үр Gee FEATHER-BRAINED- 
SCENT» Tazy. 
онор. 05 See SMELLER. Ser 
, SCHOLS. A scholarship exam! 5 3 
SCHOONER ом THE E A joint of meat surrounded by 
ENSE i the 
Scissors AND PASTE. Literary work chiefly based on 
зо отв of previous writers. 
corr, RS TO GRIND. Work to do. 
Р, (d n. Food. 
2) v. Eat greedily. 1 4 printed before 
1) N i ce obtained an р 
(т) News of importan: oe ations 


(2) ut is known to p. Tee 
Б 2) Lar, fit made 1n t 
COOP тұ Pa eade. to join. (C? We'll scoop in 


Scoop, 


е party." 
м THE poor. Win the entire stakes: 
scoor pu 
Scone, See SCARPER. ; Mer 
Em Ride or drive a vehicle at ШЕР 
CHER. (т) One driving at high ae 2 person. 
Scor, (2) A conspicuous or € success ар; 
Score, OFF. Be revenged upon, score а $ 
н. (x) n. Scotch whisky: д ineffective 
Scop (2) v. Render harmless 2° yhisky and 5 oda. 
Scorer AND A SHOWER OF BUBBLES: whisky timely diluted 
T AND A FIFTY FOOT WAVE- 
Sco ee water. Nae 
E n SWER. A reply which take 
Sc other question. Tie 
сотах COFFEE. Hot water and purnt biscuit 
Score AN, A florin. | eee 
Scor ENS cinema. Piccadilly ОТОУ 
REE. Free and unpunished’ 
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SCOTTY. (т) A Scotsman. E 
2) a. Angry. RIND: 
SCOUR ir ed Do one’s work. See E S 
Scour. College servant. (Oxford Univ.) (See 
SCRAG. (т) n. Neck (gen. app. to mutton). 
(2) v. Hang. 
(3) v. Handle roughly. 
SCRAM. See SCARPER. | of a 
SCRAMBLED EGG. The gold decoration on the cap 
tanking officer. т. 
SCRAN. Orig. Scraps of food ; later, bread-and-butte F 
SCRAN-BAG. (1) Bag of fragments of food. bout and СОЁ 
(2) (Naut.) Articles left lying a 
fiscated. ; 
(r) Useless iron or other articles. à 
(2) n. & v. A fight on a minor scale. 
(3) Discard. 
SCRAPE, (т) Trouble, difficulty. 


nigh 


SCRAP, n, 


2) n. & v. Shave, BREAD" 
(3) A thin layer of butter on bread. (See 
AND-SCRAPE.) com 


е 
SCRAPE ACQUAINTANCE. Go out of one’s way to b 
acquainted, gen. with some ulterior motive. 
SCRAPE ALONG, Contrive to exist. ч il 
SCRAPE THE BOTTOM OF THE BARREL. Utilize the 

nants of one’s resources, 


ast rem" 
H. See GET THROUGH. c д 
(1) v. Eliminate from a contest. А race; 
(2) n. The starting-place, in a handicap 

the best competitor. n 

(3) a. Improvised and consequently DE e 
( I'm afraid we can only offer уо! 
inner.") А 

SCRATCH IT, See SCARPER. 
SCRAW, Food. 


on: | M 

SCREAM. A hilarious joke, a wildly funny situation dM 
SCREAMING, as “д Screaming farce ”. this WOO | 
SCREED, A lengthy letter or article. (The use of th 1 
Suggests either facetiousness or pedantry.) 


: d cha 
SCREEN. Thvestigate and check the credentials and € 
. acter of, 


SCREW. (1) A broken-down horse. 


n 
ferio 
ratch 


D 
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: (2 е 
(5 A mean parsimonious ‘person 
(4) i officer. 
(s AG. or salary. 
авв UE of tobacco. 
REWE р п eccentric 
а) person. (U.S.A) 


SCREW r i 
ООЗЕ, A. (1) Defective (mentally). Also SLATE 
LOOSE. ғ 
dm (2) Something wrong ОГ suspected. of 
EW ONESEL f being 50. 
F, ONE'S COURAGE, UP TO. Compel oneself to 


fa 
cae Ieee difficulty. 
H (т) Crazy. fi 
SCRIMM. itd Mean. 
©, A general, confused strug 


SCRIMS, 
НА: gle ог fight. 
NKER, (1) A shirker, one who 


evades unpleasant 


jobs. 
(г) (Mil) One who pretends illness. 
(Dickens. Christmas 


S 
CROOGE. A ) 
mean and miserly person: 
. cadge. (Mil) 
о 


Car 
скоса?) 
jthout payment ] 
n prison. 


SORE: Find а: 
BS, nd annex, W1 
E) o (abb. Wormwood Scrubs, the large Lon 
(1) A st of scrumMAGE, another orm of SCRIMMAGE). 
Sos EN struggle among Rugby football players: 
Scrunprrot excited crowd. 
ce 1 & S. Delicious, very good. 
схе (oe A fast runner. 
Ор, y E Scattered about. us 
ME pu «Mary paints andscapes i 
sop ilps heads and rae ane 
CUPPERED An intense and permanent dislike. (Sc.) 
Sc . (x) Defeated, ruined, killed. 
UTILE, sc (2) Sunk. (Naut.) ! 
with vrrLE Away. Make an undi 
SEA-COA drawal. 
aL Ayes Cash. (Naut) 
m. (x) An argumentative, 


(Juv) 


Jane 


gnified and hurried 


celf-opinionated sailor. 


Stay, ^ 
nr shark. К 
on th The ability to walk and stand without difficulty 
вА E and falling deck of а seagoing ship. 
A ROVER. eens or kipper- (Naut.) 
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SEAMY SIDE. The sordid or unpleasant side of life. 

SEARCH ME! I do not know. 

SEC, n. Second (of time). 

SECOND DICKEY. Second mate. (Naut.) 

SECOND-HAND WOMAN. A widow. n. (Lit. the 

SECOND WIND. A revival of power or strengt a short time 
easier breathing conditions which appear for E OF LIFE: 
and re-invigorate a Am p NEW LEAS 

SEE EYE TO EYE. Agree com etely. оп 18. 

SEE HOW THE LAND nis Distover e the position m 

SEE LIFE. Have a gay time. тог 

SEE RED. Become ERE and intensely enraged: n his 
the psychological fact that an enraged PC 
enemy through a haze of red.) (See RED "RS verge ° 

SEE SNAKES, SEE THINGS. Be delirious or on Es 
delirium tremens. 

SEE THE COLOUR OF SOMEONE'S MONEY, See the money 
Which he proposes to pay for the goods. 


SEE THE LIGHT. Become converted ; see the rig 
take. 


SEE THE RED LIGHT. 
trouble. 
SEE THROUGH. 


se tO 
ht course t 


r 
er 0 
Realize the imminence of dan8 


(1) Detect deception. F “Те 
(2) Stay to witness the completan pisiness 
promised I'll see the wretc e 

through, and I will.") ually 


unus 
SEE THROUGH A MILLSTONE, A BRICK WALL. Be 


shrewd, 
SEE WITH HALF AN EYE. ” 
With half an eye that she's in love.") 


SEE you FURTHER (FIRST). Emphatic refusal. 
SEEDY. (ry) Unwell. 


(2) Shabby, in a state of poverty. ith Of 
SELF-MADE. Prosperous, with no advantages of b y 
education. 


SELL E ES See sorp. а ае 
(2) у Impress e the ERE of. (*He'stryl D ох 
me the idea of a holiday in France. 7) See 
PEE ES Sell briseiy adi cip ery 59° ШШ 
` А\ performance or contest for which ev 
has been sold 


SELL THE PASS, 


see 
А “ u can 
Realize as obvious. ( YO 


(1) Betray. ‚ 
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aS UP. ES 3 Abandon an advantage. 
m M OE MG ebtor's property to meet his debts. 
SND Ore, 78. ee SWELP ME ВОВ. 
ND О celebration. (U.S.A) 
; SEND TO THE RIGHT ABOUT. Dismiss 


bru 
squely and in anger. 
hold any com- 


SEND 
TO CO 
VE М 
SEN Cn SUM Ostracize ; refuse to 
ND TO THE AS hare any dealings with. 
es. Kill. 
Club. 


SEN] 
NIOR 
s , TH 3 
SE SEANT E . The United Services 
SERGEANT PER A loin of mutton. 
R PENTLY. JOR'S TEA. Tea with milk, Sugar and rum. 
SERVE Fu) EET, (Facet.) 
RVE ONE'S ы Do what it is required to do. 
іме. (1) (Ofa thing. ast for the rest of 


one’s life.) 
(2) Of a person.) emain employed 
to the end of а specified period. 


SERV 
E OU 
2 T. (т) v. Revenge- 
ae YOU HRES An issue © 
SER Аворт. Sap SENYE you GLAD. 
FAIR. ack. 
S 2 pine (weather)- 
SET FOOT IN i ar 55 pleasant prospect. 
OFF, | N. Enter. 
(1) ы to look better; suit. 
off your colouring: . 
(2) Begin a journey: ati 
tion. 


{ official clothing- 
You deserve it (uv) 


( That hat sets 


(“Ме set off the 


SET о (3) Regard as compens@ 
aln 1 27 
N. (r) are against the loss ) 
(2) Determined проп a course of action. (“ George 
is set on getting married.) 
et me bac ound.") 
view to 


SET 
ONE 
S : ` 
Er ONE'S. aes Cost. (“ That at 5 k 
Sex matrimony. Use one’s (feminine) wiles with а 
ONE’ : 
SET one i. AGAINST. 
EART ow. Desire strongly- 
n one's nerves ; 


SET 
ONE' 
SET an M ON EDGE. Grate © 
our, ( asant nervous reaction. 
is Initiate or start. 
) v. & n. Display- 


produce 
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t and 
SET SOMEONE'S HEART AT REST. Put an end to doub 
Worry. 
SET STORE By, Value highly. t which 8P. 
SET THE Pacr, Regulate the maximum speed a " 
undertaking shonld proceed. 1 
SET THE SCENE, Describe the general lay out. 
SET TO; D n А Fight. D 
(2) v. Begin a task. d 
SET TO RIGHTs, Adjust, put right. le are WÊ | 
SET UP. (т) Fully supplied. (* The young coup E 
Set up with furniture.) ngement O 
(2) n. (with hyphen). The general arra SIN 3 
design of an organization. Also " 
SET UP HOUSE. Begin domestic life. he result of ® 
SETTLE For. Finally decide to accept, gen. as t H 
compromise, 
SETTLE OLD SCORES. See PAY OFF. 


SETTLE SOMEONE’s GOOSE, HASH. Defeat finally an 
pletely, kill, 


SEW up, Complete, make safe, arrange. ре 
SEZ You! See он YEAH | 3 pers of th’ 
SHADOW CABINET, The chief and controlling mem 


. Opposition in Parliament, $ . 
_ SHADY, isteputable, verging on dishonesty. 


d com _ 


' (See HARE 


FORTY. See ON THE SHADY SIDE. 
(SHAKE? (T) Shake hands. 

avr (2) Arouse out of one's complacency. 
SHAKE A LEG, I) Dance. Also SLING A FOOT. 
2) Hasten. | 


A makeshift bed. ud 
IN ONE’S SHOES. Tremble. j m 

id oneself of, А Ne 

CAE OFF THE DUST, Depart from a place which one те 

ems Ht. dislike and aversion. Eu COE A 
- SHAKE O E'S SIDES. See LAUGH ONE'S HEAD. OFF. . з) 

- Upset, disturb. E 


5 PINS. Unsteady on one's legs. 
JBBLY, A uh M: 


D 
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SHANTY., ie RE, PONY ETC. Travelling or foot. 
1) A low public house. 


SHARE-p (2) A quart of ale. 
USHER, One who makes a living by fois 


of i 
SHAR. ырен companies on the public. 
swindler or extortioner. 


SHAR 
P o 

SHARP pay dard See DEAD ON TIME. 
P PRACTICE. Dishonesty that just Stops short of being 


illegal. 


ting shares 


SHARP 
SR Hungry. 
a Ree WORD (AND QUICK'S THE motion). Be quick, 
ARBRES AT 
ER. А swindler. г 
coach). 


SHARR 
E 
R. Char-a-banc (early equiv. of motor 


SHAVE 
SHAVER See CLOSE SHAVE. 
SHEBANG A little fellow, 2 child. 
any u Orig. a mining room O 
SHEBEEN ai Prevent! (Gee CABOODLE: 
ыз dw public house. (Irish.) 
Stent S HEAD. A fool. 
SHEET eee . Draw away, avoid. 
SHEET py CHOR. A support on whic one can safely rely. 
SHEIKH THE WIND'S EYE. Partially intoxicated. 
dA idealized Oriental hero d lover. (From а 
SHEKELS. The Sheik) (Arabic) 
SHELLB AG Wealth, money. 
ELL OE An old and experien 
. Spend, disburse: 


ced sailor: 


anything 


HELT 
ER- 
SHEMOZz E ec ‚ Ап umbrella. ) 
E, SCHIMOZZEL. (1) Muddle, dilemma ; 
confused or mixed. 
2) Depart 


SHEp; 
IUE PLAID. Bad. (RS) 
Beco ntoxicating drink. V: SHICKER- Drink the above, 
SHIFTY, By drunk. SHICKERED: Intoxicated. 
SHIFT Yo Furtive, dishonest, suspect 
SHILLING ve BARROW ! Move оп, aW у. 
| ie EUN A cheap, sensation 
SHILLY-SHA (See PENNY DREADFULS:) 
ILLY-SHatty, Hesitate ; rem in in 


SH 
IMMY. Chemise. 


al novel with paper 


a state of indecision. 
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SHIMMY-SHAKE. A dance of the foxtrot type. ROW. °, 
SHINDY, SHINE. Tow, quarrel. See KICK ЕА 1] the shine 
SHINE. (1) Prestige, kudos, glitter. (^Tt tool (Gen. neg 
Out of the party when she went.” 
(2) See sumpy. ble, 


ila 
e aval 
SHINERS. Jewels, money; also, when they wer 

gold coins, 


"s hail 
d t men 5 
SHINGLE, А type of hairdressing common when wo 


Was first worn short in the 1920/5. 
SHIN-PLASTER, A bank note. 
SHIP IN FULL SAIL. Pot of ale. (R.S.) i 
SHIP OF THE DESERT. Camel. der; correct: 
SHIPSHAPE (AND BRISTOL FASHION). In good order ; 
SHIPWRECKED, Intoxicated. 
SHIRTY, Offended, easily annoyed. 


SHIVER My TIMBERS! Excl. (Naut., obs.) 
SHIVER SHAKES, A chill, 


ing 
А . Ph shock? 
SHOCKING, Horrible, extremely bad. (“I've a 

cold,” 


uick and 
CEK TACTICS. Those involved in making a q 
Sudden attack. 


SHOEMAKER’s PRIDE. Shoes that creak, М loyer. 
SHOE THE HORSE, THE MULE. Swindle one’s employ 
I) Speak out, say what you have to зау. „prec. by 
(2) The entire amount, or number (gen. 
“the whole 33] 
SHOOT A LINE, Boast, brag. n. LINE-SHOOTER. t 
SHOOT DOWN IN FLAMES. (1) Defeat in argument. 
(2) Jilt. (R.A.F) 
R, SHOOTING-IRON. Pistol, revolver. 
EF ONE’S MOUTH. See FLAP ONE's MOUTH. st tense) 
SHOOT ONE'S Do one's utmost. (Always Dyes СТ у 
tans; Jerk them down, causing them 


* See car I) М avoi 
SHOOT THE Mooy, m furniture at night to 
Paying rent. (S 
SHOOT THE SUN. Take the sun's altitude. 
SHOP. (I) The jar 


(See Tark SHOP.) 
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SHOP, (2) n. Prison. 
SEO (3) v. Betray a criminal to the police. 
P, THE. (r) Woolwich Academy- 
SH (2) The House of Commons. 
OPLIFTER, One who steals goods from а shop counter. 


SHORT. (1) In short supply, lacking. , 
(2) Terse and uncompromising 1n manner. 
G (Ot aaa andl d with water 
4 rink. ndiluted Wi 5 
(5) S & n. A short circuit. (Elec.) See SHORT 
CIRCUIT. 1 
ao AND SWEET (LIKE ^ DONKEY'S GALLOP). Brief. А 
ORT crcuIT, v. Shorten а Process by taking direct an 
unofficial action. (Lit. deflecting any electric current so 
SHORE at it does not function as intended: 
SHOR, commons. Scarcity of food ER Е 
quoi. Eni. дп unsatisfactory and inferior position. 
Shope HEAD. А Very short distance. (Racing) бый 
ORT surirr, A brief and merciless treatment (gen- prec: PY 
sors (a), f morphia 
OT. (т) A dose, gen. injected, е.Б- a shot 0 Foul 8 
d An attempt. (^ Il have a shot at !- 
3) See 3's SHOT. 
889221 p о. ~ Reserves jn the form 0 
cash. (‘I’ve another shot in the locker ; 
Hoe employer.") (RN 
SHOTIEN e SHUT 07, Е 
ERRING. eeble Н 
mem n. & v. “Call for drinks for the company: 
SHOU Down. Silence by. sheer noe . 
Shee Obes: Proclaim one’s Views: 
Soy See SACK. 
Saree: Go quickly. . ai 
VEL HAT. A proad-brimmed hat wo. 
ots 
Hors Tou nid m Miet 
- Any form of entertain ie ‘div. 
о; А Eu PAIR OF HEELS. Disappear rapidly 
А LEG. (т) Hurry. р з 
5н Г) Pot ap inthe, ez ы 
Ow-powy. A complete 2? open clas 
views. ` 


f argument or 
I can speak to 


(Racing.) 
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З iously, ® 
SHOW OFF. (1) Behave self-consciously, US US 
attract attention. (^ That chi ) 
showing off." hat. 
(2) Exhibit. MC I want to show off my ET 
SHOW ONE'S PACES. Show what one can do. S Rus 
SHOW THE rLAG. Display the Union Jack officially, 
a visiting warship. 
SHOW UP. Expose. z 
SHRIEK-MARK, (Journ.) Exclamation mark. child. 
SHRIMP. A small or insignificant person, gen. a A) 
SHUCKS! Excl. of contempt or disbelief. , (U.S.A. T. 
SHUNT. Move. as 50 
SHUT DOWN. Close permanently. (“The shop W 
down last week.) 
SHUT-EYE. A short sleep. 
SHUT OF, SHOT OF. Relieved of, ied from. 
lad to be shut of this house." T, 
SHUT Us, SHUT IT, SHUT YOUR TRAP, STOW IT, STASH I se 
UP! Be quiet, sto: talking. ‘ is phrase 
SHUT UP Skons Give i Ares entirely. ШЕП sense 
though esp. app. to a businéss, is used in a ge 
of any undertaking.) 
SHY.. Throw violently. dis 
SHYLOCK. A hard-hearted, miserly lender who Venice) ‚ 
full legal rights, (Shakespeare’s Merchant of was orib 
SHYSTER. A tricky, dishonest person. The term 
app. to a dishonest lawyer. (U.S.A.) 
SICK, a D. (U.S.A.) A hospital patient. 
2) v. Vomit. ; wi 
(3) a. (or, ro DEATH or.) Utterly disgusted 
П. THE SICKS, 
SIDE. Conceit, arrogance. a. SIDEY. 
SIDE-BURNs, U.S.A.) Side-whiskers. 1 
SIDELIGHTS, Eyes. (Naut.) 
SIDE-SPLITTING. See LAUGH ONE'S HEAD OFF. | jd 
SIDE-TRACK, Temporarily set aside for a more impo 
. congenial topic, 
SIGHT, 


from 


(“ I shall be 


pRY 


ts on pis 


ith. 


tant OF 


д People coming down the xoad.") bee 
2) An absurd or BA Ae Sapa (Old). an 


SIGHT FOR SORE Eyps, A welcome and delightful sight » 
attractive person. | 


f 
i ? ight O 
1) Large number or amount, (‘‘ There’s a SIE 
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astonish and shock. (See 


SIGH 
T FOR THE cops. One to 


semen (2) 
ERE 5нот. A trial shot to enable one to obtain a correct 
imate of the wind. 
(* That young man 


SIGH’ 

Om Much too, excessively 50- 
SIGN ON sight too effusive.) 

SIGN oN apo See CHECK IN. "e 
SILK, A HE DOTTED LINE. Accept conditions. — 

(A Queen's (King's) Counsel, who wears a silk gown: 
SILLY > Junior Counsel wears n) See TAKE SILK. 
SILLY ees SILLY WILLY. A natural fool, 2 half-witted person: 

ROT eee ‘August-September n there 15 normally 

end ЛО and daily papers have space for insignificant 
SIMP trivial items. 
SIMPSO Simpleton. 

ro Cow, SIMPSON'S PUMP, со 
SING NS . term for a pump presum 
SING ор THER, A DIFFERENT TUNE. See CHANGE 
SING T. Call, shout. i 
SMALL. Talk or behave humbly 12 the presence of 
greater people. 
re all sin (See 


SING-5 
ONG. (r) A party whe 
Y SINGING.) 


AN IRON TAIL. 
dilute milk. 
ONE'S NOTE. 


E informally. 


COMMUNIT 
SINGL 2) a. Monotonous! Jevel tones: 
SE BROTH. Beer. i 
ETON. (т) The only card of à suit in ones han 


SIN (2) One individ 
SMe. A shilling. 
lef swim, Face ‘ruin ОГ survival 
Se e boys to sink OF swim.) 
SISsy Sister. 
SISTERS & a. An effeminate boy OF 
Sm. Sit d BROTHER. MEN 
SIT- ation. (Post, position job: 
DOWN AM A: AE n workers assemb 
SIT zr Work. 
Р |) ү snub. 
S onsi У А 
d ON THE „Consider care main di Jomatically neutral. 
Br eS E Tuc e ain from applauding, i 
R. (т) A sitting bird, and consequently an ignomini- 
ously easy shot. . 


( The orphans were 


тап. 


le but do 
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SITTER. (2) An easy job or task. ^ yi 
(3) An easy prey to Swindlers; a sim Plt iren од 
(4) One who takes charge temporarily of с 
old people. (See BABY-SITTER.) Г 
(5) А sitting-room. 15 position P 
SITTING PRETTY, Taking no action because one de аге: 
Satisfactory ; allowing matters to remain as 
SIT UP. Be startled and surprised. " roused- |, 
КОШЫН TAKE NOTICE. "Have one's айоо alescent i 
SIT UP AND TAKE NOURISHMENT. Lit. become oe ed 
loosely used to indicate Tesuming normal activ: 
SIXER. A prison Sentence of six months. vo 
SIXES AND SEVENS, In a state of confusion. Each sid 
SIX OF ONE AND HALF-A-DOZEN OF THE OTHER. 
equally deserving of praise or blame. 1 
SIZE UP. Form an estimate, gen. of character. tially da? 
SKATE OVER THIN ICE. Discrss or refer to a poten 
Berous subject, 
SKEDADDLE, D 


dressed person. 
окей, askew. 


SKIDDO. See SCARPER, 


SKILLY. Thin oatmeal soup served in prisons. 

SKIN. (r) Take money from extortionately. 
Beer, 

SKIN-AND-BLISTER, Sister. (R.S.) 

SKIN OFF YOUR NOSE. 


See BOTTOMS UP. ту narrow 
SKIN OF ONE’g TEETH, BY THE. By an extremely 
Margin, 
SKINT, бе BROKE 
SKIP. (т) Run. 
a Dance. ; 
3 travelling bag. on 
SKIPPER, Lit, a БЕС, ; general term for the pers 
charge, 
SKIRT. See PIECE. 


SKIT. Beer. ) 
SKITE, n. & v. To boast; a boaster. (Also SKITER. 
SKITTLES! Exc] 


* Nonsense, rubbish. ic servant: 
SKIVVY, SLAVEY, SLUM A lower-grade domestic 


Y OF ENGLISH SLANG 215 


: DICTIONAR 
KUL 1 д 
аъ wes Dishonesty, cheating. 
. An utterly despicable person. à 
chiefly to pictures). 


Sky 
SKY Place above eye-level (арр- 
gı ICH. Extremely high. 
Sky oo See LARK (2)- 
SKY oc OT. See DEVIL-DODGER. ; 
елы кыч, Шаа (Е.5.) ү 
SLACK. THE LIMIT, THE. "There's no limit whatever. 
SLACK Negligent, indolent. Р 
СО); Reduce one’s efforts; work less vigorously. 
SERE ‘An incorrigibly lazy Person 
SLAG, - Trousers adapted for and worn 
* (I) A coward. 
SLAN (2) A rough character- 
RNC V. Abuse. 
ING MATCH. A violent verbal batt 
shee’ 
GULAR 
SL . Slangy, showy, УШ827: Жу 
Nora prone OEE A CBE ЕН сћеар-јаск 5 
SL stock. у 1 
ho - Aspect of a matter, а problem etc. ra) on 
akes a different slant from the Daily : 
SS 
INGDIC ; i | 
9) ULAR. Slanting, oblique. 
wag Exactly (time or AE («Ше pall fell slap in the 
rein 
SLAP P. 
ERE DAD TIME. 
SAM Y. See PUNCH DRUNK 
SLAP ae К, crane humour. 
S . Excellent, first-class: : 
SLASHING. Drastic (gen. арр o price reductions): 
Bare Ribs. Game ae 
AT Е 
Gan V. Abuse, reprove- 
Е HAVE A. See SCREW LOOSE. 
SL . A lecture, reproof. 
RE GUTS OUT. P Wor y hard. 
SEN A TROJAN.) 
Rake ie Sena ae 
SLEDG; See KILL. 
Sikes ee ARGUMENT. 
SLICK D, SLUED. Intoxicated. 
- Smart, adroit. 


by women. 


Je, with exchanges of 


уап, 


k excessivel (See WORK 


A violent argument. 
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SLIDE. Depart. 
SLIM. (1) a. Cunning. 
(2) n. Rum. ; f 
(3) v. Reduce one's weight'by dieting. 
SLING A DADDLE. Shake hands. 
SLING A FOOT. See SHAKE A LEG. 
SLING A SLOBBER. Kiss, 
SLING A YARN. Tell a story. 
SLING INK. Write, gen. for newspapers. 
SLING MUD. Circulate slanderous statements. | 
SLING OFF, v. Abuse. 
SLING ONE'S HOOK. Go, depart. 
SLING OUT. Eject. i 
SLING OVER, Throw, pass. i incingly- 
SLING THE HATCHET. Talk persuasively and сону Б Hee. 
SLINGER. Solid matter (e.g. bread), floating in te 
(See DUNK.) 
SLINK, n. See SNEAK. irl) 
SHINKY. (T) Stealthily seductive (app. to a girl). 
(2) Furtive. 
SLIP ACROSS. See PUT ACROSS. : 
SLIP INTO. Attack (as a preliminary to thrashing). | 
SHIP ONE'S CABLE, Die. » 's menta 
SLIPPING. Failing to grasp the facts; losing one | 
grasp. | І 
SLIPPY. Quick. See LOOK ALIVE. ; 
SUP UP. Make a mistake, d. steadily’ 
SLOG, SLOG AWAY, SLOG ALONG. Work hard an 
D. SLOGGER, 
SLOOSH, n. & y. Wash. 
SLOP, A policeman, (B.S.) 
SLOP OVER. Gush, be Over-pleasant. 
SLOP-PAID, A male housemaid, 
SLOPS, (т) Liquid refuse. 
2) Ready-made clothes, (Naut.) 
SLOPE (OFF). epart, run away, 
SLOPPY, (ту Untidy, dirty. 
2) Beebly emotional. (See stusHy (2).) 
SLOSH. (туу, Strike violently. 
\ (2) See =тоѕы (2). 
SLOSHING. A thrashing, 


SLOUGH, n. A Slow-moving, stumbling person. 
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NU 
SLUG. Е. Опе who lags behind. 
SLUG- ike violently. 
SLUI A-BED. Sluggard. 
Sacer Drinking. 
Se Beer. 
SEMPUS See SKIVVY- 
SLUSH. (т) A heavy fall in prices: Also V: 

Е Rubbish, esp. written rubbish. 

) Mud on melted snow. ( 

SLUSHY (3) Victuals. (Naut) 

. (x) A ship's cook. 
SLYBOOT. (2) a. Gushing, over-emotional. 
SMACKE S, sty рос. А sly person 

ER. (т) £r note. 

SMALL 
AND EARLY. A party with few gu and ending early- 
detail 7rivialities ; unimportant 
per s or things. SMAL unimportant 
Sas (See THINK N 

5 P Children. 
SMALL 2) Unimportant oF 
POURS Romir amon morning: 


SMA: 
їїз. (т) Small articles of dress 

(2) The first of three examina, ons for an Oxford 
SMAL Degree. (See LITTLE-GO: 
SMALL Be Lk. Polite trivialities- 
SMARM ME (STUFF). Mediocre unimportant, third-rate. 
SMART | Fawn on, flatter, 505 insincerely OVE SMARMY. 
GO ee a Сес CLEVER, DICK 

D. Reduced in rank. (RN. 

xcellent. P SMASHER. 


SMAs; 
SENE Е Exceptionally good, €? 
SMELL А Vilify, traduce. S.A. jr 
SMELL o RAT. Become justifiably suspicious: 
БЕ THE LAMP. (App. to writing. Suggest the result of 
Surat lene unimaginative work rather than inspiration. 
ER. SCENT-BOX, BEAK, BEEZER, , CONE, NEB, 
E UH SNOUT, SNOZZLP, LEADING ARTICLE NOZZLE, 
SMELLY ZO, SNITCH. Nose- 
Se ears of being WIOnÉ or 
SMITTEN Ns. Minute fragments. 
(By). Strongly attracted. РУ" 


dishonest. 


218 DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG | 


iar to large 
Smog. The conjunction of smoke and fog peculiar 
English cities, i 
SMOKE OUT. Force someone to leave. ео 
SMOKESCREEN. Ап attempt to conceal or camouflag 
true purpose. (W.W.L.) д anner. 
SMOOGE, v. & n. Flatter; talk in an over-amiable m: 
SMUT. Obscene talk or stories. ) NGE.) 
SNAFFLE. Annex without permission. (See SCROU. à 
SNAG. A hitch or obstacle. ; 7 ral tee 
SNAGGLE-TOOTH. A person, gen. a child, with seve 
missing. / 
SNAIL'S PACE, SNAIL'S GALLOP. Very slow DOE ie nd. 
SNAKE IN THE GRASS. (r) An enemy posing 2S) 
(2) Looking-glass. (R.S. 
SNAKES, GREAT SNAKES! Excl. of surprise. 
SNAP INTO IT. Act promptly. i " 
SNAP OUT OF. (т) Depart quick! у. AS epre 
Г) Ghee gies mood of hostility or deP d 
sion. nly a” 
SNAP SOMEONE’S HEAD, NOSE, OFF, Retort suddenly m 
angrily, t notice - 
SNAP VOTE. A vote taken unexpectedly and at shor 
(Parl.) 
SNAPPY. (r) Irritable. 


(2) Quick. (See тоок ALIVE.) 
SNARL, (I) n. A quarrel or argument. 

(2) v. Speak irritably. 

(3) n. & v. A tangle. 


ne's 


An in- 
SNEAK. (т) v. Inform against. n. SNEAK, SLINK- 
` former, (Derog.) 
(2) Steal. D 
Depart tl d ignominiously. fts- 
м, jo cio aoe ne 


d E t 
- One who limits his stealing to petty 
SNEAKS, SNEAKER 


SNEEZER, SNOT- 


(1) a. Counterfeit, sham. 
(2) n. Counterfeit coins. 


)n. &a, A contemptible person. 
SNIFFY. Scornful, contemptuous. v. SNIFF AT. 
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ошеа A drink. 
- (r) A bargain. 
(2) A tailor. 
SNIPE (3) v. Cheat, steal. Also SNIPE- 
- (т) A lawyer. 
(2) The stump of a cigarette. 
SNIPE (3) Steal. 
snipes, Scissors. 
anne SNITCHES. See BRACELETS- 
ч. à See SMELLER. 
2) Act as an informer. 
5 
ET Informer. 
EM ee 
R, v. Trick, triumph over 
SN 2 ick, trium М 
SNR Pry into other people's affairs. П. SNOOPER О 
SNQOIY,SNOUTY. Haughty, Catronizing, gen. PIE 

E. Slee 
SN р. 

ENSE M billows: 
SNO LE. Portmanteau word, 
DN ME Drowsy. р 
Бо: Anything of exceptional size, 
Se Annoyed, irritable. 

SNOT- Mucus from the nose. 
Stee See SNEEZER. 

Y. (т) See BRASS BOUNDER: 
SNOU (2) a. Mean, despicable- 
SNow. See SMELLER. 
SNOzz See COKE. 
вод: See SMELLER. 

LER. An exceptionally 
Sune Re or thing. 

° IT, SNUFF О Die. 4 
Ko T de te term 
O-AND-so, A deliberate evasion of any т А old 

of abuse. (“I shall have no О 
So SO) 
80-50, ne pe CHEERIO. 
S * ediocre. Я 
oax. (т) n. Drunkard. У Drink incessantly. 
Soap (2) Cajole money from: me flattery: 

› SOFT SOAP, SOFT SAWDER- С ый 
Ек хая Опе who addresses an оро air meeting 

rom a man-in-the-street PO of view 


<“ snooze ”, « snuggle down ae 


importance etc. 


conspicuous OF distinguished 


220 DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG | 


HT 
: house 
SOAP OPERA. (U.S.A) A daytime serial broadcast SDN 
wives. Radio programmes of this type are 
sponsored by soap makers. ‹ 
SOAPY, OILY. Unctuous апа glib. eles and advice 
SOB-SISTER. (U.S.A.) A contributor of articles | 
to magazines of the most emotional type. 1 writing Of 
SOB-STUFF. Over-sentimentalized and emotiona 
Speaking. 
SOCCER. Association football. 
SOCK. (т) n. A heavy blow. 
(2) v. Strike. Also sock INTO. 
SOCKETER. A blackmailer. В | 
Sort. (т) Weak mentally. 
(2) Easily moved to compassion. 
(3) Also sorry. A simpleton. 
SOFT CURRENCY. See HARD CURRENCY. 
SOFT SNAP. An easy piece of work. 
SOFT-ROED. Kindly, soft-hearted. 
SOFT SOAP, SAWDER. See SOAP. 
SOFT TACK. See Tack. 
SOFTY. See SOFT (3). 
SOGER. Soldier. (Almost obs.) 
SOLD. Swindled. (See SELL.) 
SOLD A PUP. See Buy A PUP. 1 
SOLD DOWN THE RIVER, (U.S.A.) Deceived. ш (2) 
SOLD ON. Pleased with; attracted by. (See sE 
SOLDIER. Herring, 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, A roaming adventurer. 
SOLDIER'S PRIVILEGE. Grumbling. 


SOLID FOR. Loyal to; wholeheartedly working det stupid: 
SOLID IVORY, BONE. App. to the head of a hopelessly >= y 
person. „её 

SOME. (1) An ironic substitute for “ None, Not any 
“Some gentleman | "' ! ^ He's some 

(2) Something good, important. ( 
Cricketer.” “ She’s some girl. ) u Georg? 
SOMETHING. Emph, addition to an adjective. ( 


suffered something awful from headaches.) | ple ide? 
SOMETHING OUT OF A BOTTLE, A foolish or impractica 
induced by drink. 


" 
p ico a 
SON OF A GUN, SEA-cooK, BELIAL. efc: Orig. i 


zs сто“ 
abuse, latterly а merely good-natured equiv. to fellow 
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DICTIONARY OF 
ho would sooner do anything 


SOON 
FREE A lazy person, one W 
SOONISH peice his allotted task. 
50 1 - 
PUDE feeble. 
SORE, Hm A person of ће“ soppy tYP*: 
SORE ro urt, aggrieved. : | 
(U S A) A dissatisfied and grumbling loser at games. 
So Î 
Scant у ipsus person. (| 
Sou. Th See KIND OF. 
at an smallest possible com (Fr). NOT 
Si " 
EE BOVE, A. А sense of superiority to. ( E 
SOUN rog) (“ Marian has 2 soul above housework. UN і 
D AS A BELL; SOUND IN WIND AND LIMB. Physically 1n 
SOUR Ak: сао нот f 
Soup horse-power of an engine 
SOURD ON SEED USA.) A "e evening clothes: 
SOURPUS: Gu. (Canadian) А miner. 
SoUsEp Pn A glum and depre 
soU eaves A ch ded person 
EQUI М eft-hande о i 
усте Waterproof Eu worn esp- by sailors. 
SPADE-w Extremely intoxicated- 
SPADGER, Sp Ju DONKEY-WORK- 

ү OW. 4 
и Derog. for а person, a fellow- (Irish-) 
Sere capu (Se) 
SPANK. worm. А nail conce 
SPANKE Smack heavily with 

R (т) A very fast horse 
SPANK (2) Anyone who excels. 
NG. (x) a. Brisk (a breeze). 
2) Smart (of an ОЧ t etc.) 
i ith the оре Н 


* He's a good sort.) 


asou. No money 


SPAR 
P: 3 A wireless operator. 

S 2) A cer. 7 

PATEHCOCk, v. iod tional and unauthorized matter 


into an official despatch. 
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SPEAK-EASY. (0.5.А.) An illegal drinking d censor 
SPEAK TO. Talk to on a particular subject, © untidineSs- 
ously. (“I must speak to Mary about her 
See HEAR oF. ; d 
E 0 A vivid and truthful a a used 1n 
SPEAKING TERMS. Nominally friendly terms. ( 
neg. 
SPEAR ele The male line of descent. (See SPINDL 
SPEC. See ON SPEC. 
SPECK. A damaged шше Н 
SPECS, SPECKS. Spectacles. serve: 
SPECIAL, n. Member of the Special Constabulary Re: 
SPECIAL PLEADING. Quibbling. 
SPEECHLESS, Hopelessly intoxicated. 
SPEED UP. Hasten. (USA) 
SPELL. Period of time. .S.A. j e 
SPELL-BINDER. A professional orator comp 
power to hold the attention of an audience. 
SPEND A PENNY. Visit a lavatory. 
SPICK AND SPAN. Smart, tidy. — f obs 
SPICY (of jokes etc). Flavoured with a touch o 
Scandal. A.) 
SPIEL. Talk fluently and convincingly. (U.S.A. 
SPIELER. А swindling gambler. 
SPIFFED, SPIFFY, Spruce, neat, у.) 
SPIFFING. Superlatively good; excellent. (Juv: 
SPIFLICATE, v. Smash, ruin. 
SPIKE. (r) The casual ward of a workhouse. А 
(2) (Journ.) Impale an unwanted contr 
spike, equiy. to rejection. 
(3) See ѕъгкү. d i 
(4) (GET THE.) Become angry, annoyed. spirits: 
SPIKE A DRINK. Make a drink stronger by adding 4 
SPIKE SOMEONE’s SUNS. Wreck their plans. i 
SPIKY, Extremely High Church. п. SPIKE. r intere?" 
SPILL A BIBFULL. Tell something of importance 0 


(U.S.A 


S.A, all 
БЕЛ IHE BEANS) WORKS, . Reveal û secrel ; confess 
SPINS AU Shore brisik trip. 

SPIN A YARN. 


SPIN OUT. Prolon 


E SIDE) 


for Bs 


4. je 
cenity ? 


a 
ution on 
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RUAL The line of female descent. 
SPIT our. § Negro religious sons: U.S.A.) 
. Speak plainly ; reveal. 
tte (“fag”): (RS) 


SPIT 
AND 
DRAG, or DRAW. (X) A cigare 
(2) A furtive, unauthorized 


smoke. 
A close and st 
cleansing ап 


SPIT 
AND IM 
MAGE iki 1 
GE, THE SPIT ОЕ. DE likeness. 
polishing. 


SPIT 
A 
ND POLISH. A thorough 


SPITFIRE J) A 
SPITALEIELD RELY quick-tempered person. 
PIV. One S DAD No breakfast at à 
(See who lives by illegal ОГ semi-legal transactions. 
BLACK MARKET.) 
(2 See cuT 4 DASH. 
" ( ) n. Excitement, sensation ; ntation, display. 
PLASHING 3) (Journ) Exhibit inently in large type- 
SPLENDIFER Gorgeous, splendid. 
PLICE, (т OUS, SPLENDACIOUS. Splendid. (Emph-) 
B v. Join two people in ™ 
SPLICE TH ) n. A wife. 
5 to d ad INBRACE. Serve grog ОП 
PLIT, I-time custom, in honour 0 
(1) Divide. 
o n. See DICK. 
SPLIT 2/3) (on.) Betray, reveal secrets- | di 
LIT ON RS. Argue over trivial and immaterial differences: 
Shimane seem See LAUGH NE's HEAD OFF. 
Nu ue те. R.S.) ; 
s DIFFERENCE. pivide equally the difference be- 
SPLIT ES what is offered and what iS acceptable. 
5 . (т) n. Division of the proceeds of a robbery: 
SPLIT Wir (2) v. Divide. 
Slosu, me Quarrel with and part permanent 
pat 
Sree, eo 
SPONGE P (5 vars. of spelling)- Money: , 
‚ V. Consistently borrow money @5 4 alternative 10 


according 


board ship, 
asion. 


f a special occ 


ly from. 


соон "in for it. 

- (x) n. Ghost. 

SPOOKY (2) v. Deceive, swindle. 

SPOON, ' Ghostly, eerie 
aate BO 
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SPOONY. Sentimentally amorous. : нат lette 
SPOONERISM. Metathesis ; transposition of the ا‎ 
of words, e.g. “ Kingkering congs fot Roed ( 
kings". (Ex. the Rev. W. A. Spooner of О 


9 Д irit of & 
SPORT. (r) n. One who enters completely into p 11525102 
game ог contest, accepting reverses 
NU EE 
2) v. Exhibit, display. ` 5 Д 
Е ONTE А Chance СЕ only a slight rooms in 
SPORT ONE’S OAK. Secure the outer door of PRIOR 1 
College to indicate that one is not to be dis Turf. e 
SPORTSMEN’S PRAYER-BOOK. Ruff's Guide to йе of troub. ^ 
SPOT. (I) (A BIT OF A spor, IN A SPOT.) A sta a spot 25 
or danger. (“ I'm afraid Jones is in 
result of that car accident.’’) 
(2) v. Detect, recognize. 


кегә) 
(2) Pawn. (up тне ѕроот, at the pawnbre | 


(Ди 
SPRANG. Tea; drink generally. П M 
SPRAT TO CATCH A MORE X trivial gift or uU E 
with a view to obtaining something far grea ло 
SPREAD. An ample meal. SPREAD ^ 
SPREAD IT THICK. Live on an expensive scale. 
THIN. The reverse. ing} 
SPREAD ONESELF. Take extra pains over something » o 
utmost, See Bing 
SPREE. A jolly and uninhibited excursion. (Š5€ E 
FOR A SPREE. For a joke. апо} 4 
SUNG: Ое an increase ah price. (“He sprang 5 
five shillings, and I accepted.”’) ДЕШ 
SPRINGBOKs, South African team of footballers. . ү 17) : 
SEXING И МА Male ai suddea statement, surprise. | ried: " 
couple Sprang it on us that they’d just been Nt 
SPRING TO (IT). “Act quickly, promptly. ash 
SPRUCE UP, Make smart and tidy. hu 


potato 
SPUD. Potato. єррр-в ASHER. One who peels Р 
(R.A.F.) ( ) } 


See BASHER.) 


e? 
do 0? | 
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SP’ 

гое DN PEE 
Ў 3 А fat person. 

S youn 1 " 

Sauap. Squadron. SRN). 

ER-BUG. Personification of official extravagance (gen. 


in plural 
SQUA) pure: 
RE, (z) Reach a settlement. 
(2) Bribe. 
(3) (ON THE.) Absolutely honest and straight- 


SQUA forward. 
SQUARE "s EAL. A hearty and satisfying meal . 
SQUARE ЕЕ. Conclude inan nt mosphere of friendship- (Aust.) 
for PEG IN A ROUND HOLE. The occupant of а. position 
SQUARE which he is totally unfitted. 
up (ro). Face boldly; confront, preparato 
h are embedded 


ry to 


а 9 
SHED FETES: Garibaldi biscuits (in. whic 
SQUA: urrants). 
bs Occupy an empty nouse without permission OF 
ent: 
SQUEAR: SQUEAL, SQUIRT., Tell tales, inform ОП. 
SQUm, A SQUEALER. An informer, ё betrayer- 
BA political joke. 
SQUINT. SQUIFFED. Intoxicated- 
SQUIRT. A quick look at. 

. (т) See SQUEAL- 

Је person 


SQUISH. (2) A mean and 
STABLE Marmalade. (Oxford niv. 
STABLE. A company of peoP le. RAF.) . 
LE COMPANION. One sharing he same гооп! OF lodgings: 
dishonestly: ТА 
; advantage: (* The 


STA old George: 
stare Large quantities, eSP: of money: 
STAG, BEN OU 
: shilling. (OPS. f 
(2) One ШК UT. with the object of pour 
selling them again at а profit. (Stoc 
STAG Exchange) | 
эсу oe See BULL SESSIO 
8 Perform or accomplish. 


"iramatically- 
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се ї0 
STAGE А СОМЕ-ВАСК. Return after a prolonged ане 
the scene or environment of one’s original su earing J 
STAGE-FRIGHT. Nervousness experienced before арр À 
ublic. cerne! 
SCORE To arrange holidays etc. so that those con 
are not all absent at the same time. intoxication: to 
STAGGERS, THE. Inability, generally through into? 
walk normally. 
STALKY. Cunning; adroit. оно 
STALL ; PLAY FOR TIME. Delay by prevarication P 
to answer straightforwardly. 
STAND. (1) Endure. БАТ: А 
3 Pay for. Also STAND SAM, STAND TOAINayS in 
STAND AN EARTHLY (CHANCE). Have a chance winning thi 
neg.) ("Peter doesn’t stand an earthly o. 
match.”) (See NOT AN EARTHLY.) 2 
STAND AT EASE. Cheese. (R.S.) accept iP 
STAND BLUFF, STAND BUFF. Stand firm and 
consequences. (Obs.) 


0 


refuse 


: t 
STAND BY. (т) v. Remain in readiness to help. mane” 
(a n. (with hyphen.) Principal and per 
date 
Support. 


" ndi 

STAND FOR. (т) Be representative of. (ine olitics: ) f 
stands for all that is best in Tat sort 0 

(2) Tolerate. (“I won't stand for 


thing.’’) 
STANDAN, m. Deputy, у. STAND! IN: 
STAND-OFFISH See OFFISH. = in пев). 
STAND ON CEREMONY. Behave punctiliously (gen. m "gg 


$ 
STAND ON ONE’S OWN FEET. Conduct one's OWI 
without help 
STAND OUT rom. 
STAND РАТ. 


: volved 
STAND THE R. 


ACKET. Pay the price or the penalty in 
STAND TO. (т 


5 Mil.) n 
2) R d d prepared. ( mo 
STAND a ) emain rea y an prep: fo) et! 


: ith c 
ASON, TO SENSE. Be in accordance with 
sense and logic. 


STAND TREAT. See STAND (2). (© i 


STANDSUPEEOR STICK: Up NOR. Champion, support. 
stand up for old Bill whatever happens.") 
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STARCHY. то, stick up To. Challenge, oppose: 
- (r) Pompous, formal. 
star, Them Intoxicated. (Obs) 

mare puer popular and highly-paid performer, whose 
STARRY-EYE rad. distinguished by a star. (Iheat) Also Y. 
^ [е p. Over-idealistic, unpractical ; fatuously in 
TAR-TU e 

R : i bcr 

a N. The chief and most important individual act in 
ce 
START A = An over-inquisitive neighbour. 

én EUM Originate a fresh and freq. 
c ena discussion. 
STASH oi Begin with. 
STATS T! See SHUT UP. 
Sie eue. 

JEAN STRIKE. А. miners’ strike 
STAYER se to return to the surface. (See git-DOWN ST 
STAY py STICKER. One who 16 uses tO abandon a job. 
STEAL me Remain unchanged OF unmoving: 
STEAL gs MARCH ow. Forestall. 

A ONES THUNDER. Orig- accept ОГ 

m ause due to another later, forest 
Steen (Theat.) 
Suen Potato pie- 

DEUE: E Indignant, (s) 

STEA. 2) Intoxicated. C. 
M 2 E. 
ї RADIO, Sound Radio (as oppose to Television). 
it sheer force: mental or 


STE 
AM-ROLLER, v. Overwhelm 
elieve (story). 


irrelevant line of 


in which the men 
RIKE.) 


appropriate 
actor; all another's, 


physical 
STEE al. 
6 Extremely high (price). Difficult to b 
ee also BIT THICK.) 
or in the Forces: 


STEE 

STEP, Pos Church. 

STEP ON ormal promotion in one 

STEW, Е ЕХЕ НОУ ар 

STEWED highly unpleasant ОГ alarmin 

STEW-CA Intoxicated. 

STEW PM Destroyer. (ЕЧ) 

STICK EOS OWN JUICE. 9 FRY 

STICK A tand, put up with, endure = : 
AT NOTHING. Use any means, scrupulous © 


profession, 
g situation. 


's 


Stone 
EM uP! See HANDS UP 
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1 sjon 
STICK IN ONE'S THROAT, GIZZARD. Leavea feeling of теуш 
ог disbelief. reluctant 
STICK-IN-THE-MUD. An unambitious person; one 
to make any sort of change. l 
STICKJAW. Any sticky or toffee-like sweet. that invites 
STICK ONE’S NECK OUT. Adopt an attitude 
trouble or unfavourable comment. 
STICK OUT (FOR). Insist upon. ; 5. 
STICK OUT | d Be ipo extremely солы 3 other 
STICKS. Obstacles encountered in WT a 
Sports. (See OVER THE sTICKS. ; he git 
бы To. Ree faithful to. (“TI stick to й 
whatever happens.’’) ЕЈ 
STICK TO ONE'S GUNS. Adhere to one's opinions. 
STICK UP TO. See sTAND UP TO. 
STICK UP FOR. See sTAND UP FOR. $ 
STICKY. Difficult, unresponsive. ed at th 
STICKY-BACK. A small cheap photograph, gumm 
back. (Obs) 
STICKY LIMIT. See LIMIT. 7 
STICKY WICKET, А difficult situation. (Cricket-) Й 
STIFF, STIFFY, STIFF UN, Corpse. (С snake 
STIFF. (1) a. Intensely (app. chiefly to boredom). 
Speare bores me stiff.) к БО, 
(2) Crowded. (“The place was stiff wit 
(3) See nir THICK. 
STIFF-NECKED, Obstinate and unyielding. f 
SUEF UPPER LIP, See KEEP A STIFF UPPER LIP. cinemato" 
STILLS. Specimen photographs of incidents in а 1 
graph film. (Cinema.) А 
STING, V. Swindle, gen. by charging excessively 
її Passive). (* You've been stung.") g 
Strong beer. tion; th 
( An unpleasant and scandalous neve Шоп d 
condition resulting from such a rev Sd 
(2) v. Indicative of a thoroughly offen 


jdiers- Г 


(more D 


` к. 
disgusting affair ог person, STINKE 
thoroughly unpleasant person. 
STINKING, Intoxicated. 
STINKS. Chemistry. j 
STIR. (т) Prison. Y a) 

(2) Stew. (Mil.) 
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258 ONE’s stumps. Hurry. 
ee a A parting drink. | 
үрк OL SL ОН А thrashing. 
Seer se Beer. 
ER. A penny; an small coin. | 4 
SIOCK-IN-TRADE. Y One's. assets, tangible and intangible. | 
TOCKING, Savings. (In the past, frequently hoarded in & 
stoocking) 1 
NEP -v. Heavy food, such as suet-pudding. 
SLODGED. Replete; filed with food. 
ENS UP. Eat heartily. 
STO; ACH, v. Accept, endure. 
OE FENCE. Beer. 
ST NE JUG. Prison. Pi 
RENE ME, STONE THE CROWS! Exc. See € 
RERUM v. Oppose uncompromisingly. 
Y, STONY-BROKE. See BROKE: x MS 
STOOGE. (т) n. & v. The secondary partner in a dou 
(2) Also FEED. 
2) See PIGEON. 
5100се AROUND. Wander aimlessly about. 
STOP. PIGEON. See PIGEON. 
ST P A PACKET. See GET A packet (1): 
ees The latest-born of а family- 
ESS] The latest news- (Journ) 
HE THIEF, Beef. (R.S.) f 
"ue inm Traditional bringer ight ") iat 
ees , Jones last Tayali ssociated. 
STORMY muet rs E whose arrival is usually @ 
With trouble or bad tidings- 
5 е or ba 4 
Beant А Ne. sroRY-TELLER. А liar. 
5 . (Aust) A brawl. : 
BT FELLOW. | An honest, worthy men 
E) See TOPPER. 785 
gy IT, STOW YOUR cap! See SHUT To attack violently: 
TRAFE, (т) n. A violent attack. Y g 
( (W.W.1.) ; 
5 _ (2) v. Blame severely: 
*RAIGHT, (т) Honestly, truthfully: nestly: 
STR (2) co sTRAIGET. LiVe Morally crooked; Un 
AIGHT As A poG’s HIND LEO: 0 : 


trustworthy. 


act. 
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jutely 
STRAIGHT AS THEY MAKE 'EM, STRAIGHT AS A DIE. А50 
honest. 1 
STRAIGHT FACE. An immobile, unlaughing face. A 
STRAIGHTFROM THE SHOULDER. Without compromise 
STRAIGHT TIP. A sound and candid hint. dent проп 8 
STRAP-HANGER. А standing passenger depende d train)- 
Strap for support (іп a bus or an undergroun' 
STRAP OIL. See STIRRUP OIL. 
STRAPPING. Large and healthy. n. STRAPPER. t 
STRAW IN THE HAIR. Symbol of an unsophistica 
life. See E КЕЗ od 
STREAK. Depart extreme uickly. so € 
STREAMLINED, Graceful, Ned (Of cars etc wind: 
Structed as to offer a minimum of resistance to 
STREET ARAB. See MUDLARK. ior 10. 
STREETS, STREETS AHEAD. Far beyond; superi 
STRETCH. (r) A period of imprisonment. 
(2) See swixc. 
(3) Exaggerate. 


STRETCH A POINT. Make a slight and frequently 
concession. 


STRETCHER. А lie, 


5 A tivity 

STRETCH ONE’SLEGS. Take a walk after a period of inac 
'STREWTH! Excl. Abb. God's truth! 
STRICT Q.T. (See on THE Q.T.) 
STRIKE A BARGAIN, Reach an agreement. Я] Excl. 
STRIKE A LIGHT, STRIKE ME BLIND, LUCKY, PINK 
STRIKE ALL Or A НЕАР, Astound. Д / 
STRIKE A SNAG. Encounter an unsuspected difficulty 
STRIKE HOME. See GET HOME. 
STRIKE ME DEAD, (т) Small beer. А 

(2) Head. (R.S.) lucky fin" 
STRIKE OIL, STRIKE LUCKY. Become suddenly lu 


cially, and hence rich. 
STRIKE SAIL, Yield; admit defeat. (Naut.) 
STRIKE Up, 


Begin to lay. (Music.) Au 
STRING ALONG, (1) Coroperate: T promise: 
(2) Inveigle; persuade with false ssuring ™ 
(“ He strung me along by d "y Йй 
that I should be promoted. | ome, 
Conditions, by QE eT 
acceptance of a present Or 


flattery” 


muc 


genero 


STRINGS ATTACHED, 
Involved in the 
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STRIN 
pus or BEADS. Leeds. (RS) . 
STRIPPE PEG. Buy a ready-made suit. 
STRI D (of spirituous liquor). Unadulterated, neat. 
P-TEASE. A performance in which an actress grad 
SIE. А. her clothing until it is reduced to а minimum. 
STROKE A criminal with a previous со! 
ORE WRONG WAY. 9ee RUP 
STRUC ON. Good at; expert in. E 
STRU к ох. Strongly attracted py. See KEEN ON. 
MR RE AE rain. (К.5.) iy oe 
COR Brought to a balt, lacking. ( I'm stuck fo! 
Re уте to Susan.") 
STUCK UP. Conceited, haughty. . ue 
S отон Left, reluctantly, 1 possession O^. 
ST ee kon NONSENSE! P? 1. sa 
F, THE; THE STUFF то GIVE THE TROOPS. 
вто ЧезаЫе and варе e 
оа А pompous, conceite : 
Y. i} ше 
5 2) Prudish, prim- 
TUMER, (т) Sie ыг La 
ENS bogus cheque. (Gee BOUNCE: 
STUM ED. See GRAVELLED- " 
ic ORATOR. One who makes speeches, g 
5тм р? in the open ait. | 
STUNN up. Produce, hand over. 
STUNNING A highly attractive 
5 Superlatively good. e ош vi 


ST 
UNT. (т) A sensational E Б y 
i plicity: ci i іеуе 
(2) А ү а ог ‘Yivertising device to 2° 
Mity. ition, (Golf 
Stvuten, In Pa pelas] y anfavourable position (Golf) 
- (x) Subscription- үс. made in advance bY request 


(2) Payment of salary 6, аде. 
(3) n. An assistant, ®. ub a ien 
(4) v. Perform а sub-editor 5 u 


soc, 5) Substitute. 
UCKER. 1) A sweet. Also SUCKS. оп. 
2) A foolishly trusting Pinner would be free, put 


Su 
se? Deceive. ( We thought 
We were sucked in.") 


NG 
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SUCKS, SUCKS TO you ! Derisive term of Бп somethings | 
SUCK UP TO. Toady, flatter in order to obta irl, (USA 
SUGAR. (т) Facet. term of endearment to a g 


(2) Money. bi. 
SUGAR AND HONEY. Money. (R.S.) а Javishin’ 
SUGAR-DADDY. A middle-aged or elderly 


R. 
money on a young woman. (See GOLDDIGGE ) 
SUIT ONE'S BOOK. Suit one's convenience. 
SULTRY. Indecent, Sr ru ething 

', SUTHINK. Som . s y к 
SUNDAY. Soh week-end lady friend or m clothes 
SUNDAY-GO-TO-MEETING CLOTHES, SUNDAY s) 
SUNDOWNER. (Aust) Tramp. (Almost o SLUT 
SUNNY SIDE OF FORTY. See ON THE SUNNY 
SUP. Supplement. 


SUPER. (1) Very good. (Juv.) 


À A 
. Superintendent of Police. lay 

б) (Theat) Am. extra or supernumerary P7 
Also EXTRA. 


SUPERCHARGED, Intoxicated. 1 
SURE, SURE ENOUGH, SURE THING. erum 1s 
SURE AS EGGS 15 EGGS, SURE AS FATE. Emph. 
SURE CARD, SURE FIRE. A safe thing to do. 
SUSANCIDE. Suicide. (Facet.) 

SUSIE. Sixpence, 

SUTHIN' See SUMMAT. 

SUTTINGLY, Certainly, t) 
SWAB. A clumsy and stupid person. (Naut. 
SWACK UP. Deceive, 

SWADDY, Soldier. 


г 
SWAG. ot; the proceeds of a robbery. brought i 
SWAG-SHOP, A shop to which stolen goods beh авї 

isposal ; one dealing in cheap, trashy ar! 
Smart. 


т DRES? 


above 


SWAGGER, 


SWALLOW. Believe > accept as true, —— » Gee TAILS e 
SWALLOW-TAIL. A Coat, one with “ tails”. tet: 
SWAN, V. Act Apparently aimlessly. iremen! 
SWAN-SONG, One' last. Sr effort before death, Tere EN 
STARS BL У Condita baha ions) bodene: ОЛ] 
SWANICEOT One? who) awake УБАЛ ГЕЙТ КА 


DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG 233 


тае Веег 

Swir See swoP. 

MEA v. A sharp blow. 

SWEAR 10. Refrain from, renounce: 
. Affirm emphatically. 


SWE 
VEAT. (т) See OLD SWEAT. 
(2) Dissolve the surface of @ silver or gold coin, 
subsequently to recover the metal so removed. 
SWEAT ONE" (The process is now prac. obs. 
SWEAT-R E'S eors OUT. See WORK LIKE A TROJAN- 
BS See SNEEZER- 
- (x) An utterly despicable perso (See CAD etc.) 
(2) А sweepstake- 
prize possible. 
see that lovely 


SWEE 
SWEET THE BOARD. Win every 

Т Delightful. (“ Did you 
SWEETEN in Punch ?”’) 

GPS Placate, gen- with money- (“1 
SWEETIE (i with a ten shilling ЛО е) 

. (x) A sweet. (Nurs.) 

2) A eee : loosely, 2 term of en 
WE 150 SWEETIE-PIE- 
SWEET ON. See GONE ON. 

LOU. MA liking 
i sugar. 

` a n. A dandy, ОГ well drei, person: 

SWE a. Excel xtremely smani р 
ELL MOB, THE. lent term НА well-dressed thieves, 


"ye sweetened the 
dearment. 


d any other food 
(014-6) 


for sweets an 


ance, cley 
LP xt 8 erness etc. th 
OB, S' _ Abb. of the оа, 
me God,” ELP ME BOB 
y, Also у. 


SWIG 

SPORE Mund satisfying drin 

SWIM Intoxicated. 

Swis PELA Very well, successfully 
SWink E STREAM. Do 85 others ЧО. ^ 
iud] нау despicable and disreputable perso: 

SNE TELE ed. { 
сЕ ат, E hanger ing out a project (gen. a 


Sym ndi. 
Jy e ВА, HAMMER. Boast; aed 
388 erated stories T- LEAD-SWIN 


G 
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SWIPE. (т) Steal. 
(2) Strike violently. 
SWIPES. Inferior beer. 
SWISH. Smart, pretentious. 
SWISH-SWASH. Beer. 
SWITCH OFF, Stop, cease. 
SWIVEL. A squint. f 
SWIZ, SWIZZLE. (1) n. & v. Swindle. i 
(2) n. & v. Disappointment. drink. 
(3) n. & v. Any intoxicating 
SWOP, SWAP. (т) Exchange. 
(2) Sickle. 
SwosH. Rubbish, nonsense. 
SWOT, SWAT. (т) v. Study very hard. 


(2) n. A hardworking student. 
SYRUP. Cash. 


T 


TA. Thank you. (Nurs., now general.) 
ТА-ТА. Good-bye. (Baby talk and facet.) 
TABBY, See orp TABBY. 3 iom 
TABLE MANNERS. Behaviour at meal-times. conversa? 
TABLE-TALK. Superficial, but frequently witty, ск. 
appropriate to meal-times. HARD Ms 
uc Food. (Naut) SOFT rack. Bread. 
Ship's biscuit. 
TACKIES, Rubber-soled shoes. 
TACKLE. (I) у, Attempt. k 
(2) v. Grapple with, attack. is firs 
(3) n. Boon. victuals. (“ Roast duck 15 
tackle.” 


(clos 


(4) n- Outfit (fishing-tackle etc.). (o vari 
TACKY. Sticky. 


; y; onl rtially dry. (App: 
paint etc.) A s 


TADDLER, See SASSAGE, 
TAFFY, A Welshman, 


A : е 

TAFFY’S рдү, St, David's Day (rst March). ubordin® 

TAG ALONG, AROUND WITH. Accompany in a § 
Capacity. 


TAG-RAG AND BOBTAIL, See RAG-TAG. 


DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG 235) 


TAIL, 
MAU EX Follow, spy оп. 
а peas CHARLIE. Thel 
TAIL SEU occasion). 
TAILS F. Dwindle, diminish. 
- (т) A dress coat (also 
TAILS a) See HEADS. 
eae See CHIN UP. 
О рме. Insulting and otherwise. €X: 
T'AINT. ish lion, personification © e 
TAKE, n It ain't, it isn't. 
,n.&v. (т) Photograph. N ve 
TAKE (2) Accept endure. so TAKE IT), 
(QUERENS Surprise, disconcert. (Gen. used adjectivally.) 
КЫ taken aback at his rudeness.) E 
A BACK SEAT. Retire into obscurity oF an inferior 


ye ion 
пера DIE 
TAKE A DEKKO. Glance at. 
TAKE A 2 v. Drink (gen. 
Ese EAF OUT OF SOMEONE 
TAKE 4 mple. 
ORT EN Take action, 881: ,; 
AKE A ake and drown herself.) p 
RISE OUT OF, TAKE THE MIK jcky, OUT 9E: 


ate by a joke or trick 


ast aircraft of a flight (or the last 


full evening dress). 


an intoxicant) y 
's BOOK. Follow someone $ 


n 


TAKE 

if AT ONE'S WORD. Accept one 

КАК: im Gee EAT 

6 BACK ONE'S WORDS. Retract а St ement. (See 

TAKE PRO WORDS.) 

TAKE storm. Overwhelm. 3 
KE DOWN (A PEG) Humiliate ; reduce ? person 5 self 

esteem. { 


ТАКЕ- 
ТАКЕ DN A deception. ; 
ТАКЕ IGHT. Receive unqualified credit. i 
FoR A ripe, (т) Kidnap, W h the i 
dering- (UE 4) 
EEE (2) Deceive, mislead. 
Pe RENCH LEAVE. Absent oneself wit 
ae iau CHEER UP. Become more 
| 0 Rr E t г resident 
TA 2) Accept as 4 est О ^ be 
pou E Б TAKING: Charming 
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| 
TAKE IN TOW. Conduct, lead. | -np agitated: 
TAKE IT EASY. Refrain from hurrying or becoming 28) i 
TAKE IT INTO ONE’S HEAD. Suddenly decide. | 
ТАКЕ IT OR LEAVE IT. There is no choice. | 
TAKE IT OUT ОЕ. (x) араа 4 | 
2) Exhaust. insan 
TAKE LEAVE OF e SENSES. Behave as though 17 | 
TAKE OFF, n. & у. (1) Burlesque, ridicule. A 
(2) Rise from the groun ) 
to flight (of a pne 
(t) Accept a burden or responsibility. jlo- 
(2) Grieve, become distressed. ishment ph 
TAKE ONE'S GRUEL, MEDICINE. Accept punis gem 
sophically, jration, 57 
TAKE рз i OFF TO. Show respect and aama n. op 
for a specific action, (“1 take off my ha 
the way he handled the situation. ) ept 
TAKE ONE'S HOOK. Run away. gns. AC 
TAKE OVER, TAKE ON ONESELF, TAKE THE R 
responsibility for, 
TAKE PART. Participate. wha 
TAKE POT-LUCK, Visit impromptu, and share 15 515) ND 
be available in the way of food etc. ^s (or King 4 
TAKE SILK (of a barrister), Become a Queen's 
Counsel. (See six.) оп 
ТАКЕ STOCK (OF). Analyse and judge. ator 
TAKE THE rag Pe out Uf doors for neateh or d boldly 
TAKE THE BULL BY THE HORNS, Face promptly P ronte’ 
TAKE THE CAKE, BUN, BISCUIT ete. Surpass, gen. in 
unpleasantness etc, 


preparatory 


TAKE ON. 


tever may 


[o ОШ 
See COUNTED OUT. z OUT Sig | 
TAKE THE MIKE MICKY, OUT OF. See TAKE A RI alcohol 3 
TAKE THE PLEDGE Formally promise to renounce à } 
ink 
Ў e 
TAKE THE REINS. See TAKE OVER. with the 1 
TAKE THE . Accept the punishment (деп. A; 
Implication that someone else should do 80): n; Y | 
TAKE THE SHINE QUT oF, See SHINE. | Gee STARCH uu 
bati STARCH OUT OF, Deflate, humiliate. ( NY 
^ Wo ca pa MN 
К сарага 
TAKE THE WIND орт ор SOMEONE’s SAILS. Render ine 


of effective action. St ae 
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TAKE 

TAKE E BY THE FORELOCK. Act promptly. 

2, IME OFF. Temporaril i 

пе с reason). 

TAKE 296 мосн. Drink too much hol). 
THE ROAD. Adopt à tramp's life 


TAK 
E UNDER ONE'S WING. Look after, protect. — . 
(^ I hear Smith has taken UP 


DICTIONARY 


y cease working (for some 


teens the widow next door) 
P ON. Accept a challenge or offer. 
TALK DO a Swiftly disappear. 
TALK Мы то. See PLAY DOWN TO. y 1 
аста TO TES pozen. Chatter incessantly. 
SHOP. Discuss one's busines 
К озор Hours: 
E one’s mar. Talk irrelevantly © 
TALK nowledge. 
TALL, "nre "Talk sense, b 
TALL OR xaggerated, difficult to 
TALLY NS Gee LARGE ORDER. 
T. i e. 
ALLY-MAN. А travelling salesman who is 
Bares ments, 
n ул: Мїзїтезз. 
TANKET PERSON’S HIDE). Thrash severely: 
TANN: D. Intoxicated. 
i Ae aa aed 
JANSRUM See Sr. ANTHONY S PIG- Ч 
TARL ODA A hysterical outburst of anget: о old man 
4 Obtain money from. « George tapped 
TAP eee pounds.) TAPPING: Bene e 
eee) 5 Ad guick ee pi hich the heel and toe ate 
tase ta ; 
ranted КУ tre шна ce bat 
hended. (“ That бү thinks he's clever, 
Ive. :m ta {9 Mr Uni 
@) Аа es jive Bot the outing 
TA taped." 
TAS BEND AS Ws Hi wine measure: 
TR sailor. | 
Tana IDILE, oD A tie? 
"T. А woman of loose morals. 


usiness. 
believe. 
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TARTAR. A strong-willed, bad-tempered person. 
A TARTAR, $ 
TASSIE. Cup. (Sc., from Fr. Tasse.) 
TASTE OF THE ROPE's END. Thrashing. 
TASTY. Appetizing. HY. 
"TATER, LN b Potato. (See SPUD, MURP 
TATER-TRAP. See KISSER. 
TATS. Rags. 
TATTA, TATA, TATTAS. Walk. (Nurs.) to 
TATTY. Incongruous and in bad taste (gen. app- 
T.B. Tuberculosis. f 
TEA-FIGHT. (See BUN-FIGHT.) i 
TEALEAF. Thief. (R.S.) ARING. EDP 
TEAR (ABOUT). Move rapidly, hasten. a. ae train.) 
(“Мете in a tearing hurry to catch the 
TEAR IT. Cause confusion or disaster. 
TEAR OFF A STRIP. Reprimand severely. disturbance, о 
TEAR THE PLACE APART. Create a large-scale ill tease 
EIR А dificult problem; one! that wi 
intelligence, 
TEASPOON. £5,000. д 
"TEC бее 3 Edwardi?" 
TEDDY-Boys, Young street ruffians who wear её 
costume. ( 


-AGER- 
TEEN-AGE. a. Aged between I3 and 19, n. TEEN 
BOBBY-Sox,) 


TEENY-WEENy, TIDDLY, TIDDY. Tiny. (Nurs.) 


See caret 


TEETOTALLy, Totally. (Facet.) 

ТЕП, OFF. Reprimand. П. TELLING OFF. her: 
TELL ON. Reveal facts about. (See SPLIT (2). of anot DL 
TELL-TALE. I) n. One who reveals the misdee v. TÉ 


(Juv. Also TELL-TALE TIT- ША 
TALES. у « A tell-tale 8 
(2) a. Revealing, кыш ( put 
showed her fee ings. Й 
(HORSE) MARINES. Tell Yo p т, 
ue l believe you. (The horse-mar y * 
entirely imaginar force.) и h 
TCH, TRE Tare. Attempt to gain sympathy = — 
Moving but improbable story. o) 
5 à Jew. (RS) (See FIVE-BY-TWO. 
TENPENCE TO THE SHILLING. Feeble-minded. 
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DICTIONAR 
Fa NDERRCOT, An inexperienced, ignorant person. 
RRIBLE. See AWFUL. AN 
Territorial Army- 


em TERRY. A soldier in the 

IFIC. Sensationally excellent. d 
who inspires terror (деп. facet) M (e Bax 

AS terror.’’) 

oo Sixpence. 

eee Match. (Cricket) 

ZEE, THANKY. Thank you- ] 

seek ONE's (LUCKY) Ed See A ONE'S LUCKY 5 
NKS BE. _ Thanks be to 607 EA 
THAT'S FLAT: o EROR (I won't go home to-night, 

ты that's flat.") 
a S THAT! Similar to above- 
EU Theirs. 

SELVES. Themselves. i 
THEN THE BAND PLAYED. Whatever m happe 
TEESE climax or came to an end. Obs.) 

ESPIANS, Actors and actresses- тск. 
THICK. (т) Unfair, unpleasant. 27 pit TH ) | 
2) Intimat friendly wit): blow (gen. 
Eu: ae A pollen ear, У alting from a Sipy ten to-night 
used as a threat). ("lf you're not 2 
you'll get a thick ear.) DU 
Duck sKINNED, Insensitive. 7 pen THIN-UN. 
SE A sovereign. (Obs.) m 

alf-sovereign. ^ 

aves ad A resort of thier ced py thieves. T 
IEVES' LATIN. Special slant al quantity of alcoholic 


TARS. 


THIN ( 

(gen. prec. by А T). 

\ Her story about, leaving her P 
ounded a bit thin.) 

THIN-SKINW: -_-gKINNED- 

ў INNED. See THICK-SKIN? ios я 
THIN TIME, А distressing, unhappy ae athy to oF feelings 
THING. Strong and often irrational an Hus about eating 

about: an obsession. (eise 2 
tinned food:”) 
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т. ked mı 
THINGS. Personal possessions, luggage. (“ Гуе packed my 
things for the trip." 's ITS 
TREE, нощ THINGUMMY]IG, ue EC 
NAME, WHAT'S IT, WHATSIS, WHATSIZ, WHAT Ae otten 
CALL IT etc. A general substitute for any forg 
name or word. MEN SEES 
THINKING-CAP, PUT ON ONE’S. Meditate, con : has 
THINKING PART. (Theat.) A part in which the 2054 
practically nothing to say. See WALKING-ON reciate, 
THINK NO SMALL BEER, NO SMALL POTATOES, OF. APP 
commend. 
THINK UP. See DREAM UP. to extract 
THIRD DEGREE. Brutal police methods employed to 
information from arrested persons. (U.S.A. (Gen- 
THIRD PROGRAMME, n. & a. Symbol of high culture. 
derog.) (See HIGHBROW.) 
THIS HERE. This. d. 
THIS IS IT. The time has come, the worst has Hap ee 
THIS IS WHERE WE CAME IN. Said when an argument 
returned to the starting-point. (Cinema.) ance. 
THORN IN THE ELESH. Source of irritation or annoy: ec. bY 
THOU. (Pron. as first syl. of Thousand and freq. pr 
Cool.) £1,000. 
THREAD AND THRUM, Good and bad together. | ft 
THREE BALLS. Pawnshop. (From the trade sign 0 
golden balls.) «cipal con- 
THREE-CORNERED FIGHT, A Parliamentary or Municip 
test with three candidates standing. olumes 
THREE-DECKER. (т) A novel published in three V 
now obs.). 
(2) A Rr NE of two AARE f, 
meat etc, with three layers 0 
Also DOUBLE-DECKER. (Obs) 
(3) A pulpit with two seats below.  ( ship 
(Naut. orig. of all three, a sailing 
with three decks.) orrect: 
nding). Anything faultless ; ational 
Cading, "riting, ’rithmetic, The tradi 
basis of educati i 


pree 


of 


IN THE WIND, Intoxicated. i 
THREE TIMES THREE. Three cheers, three times repeated 
d and delighted, 


241 
DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG 4 


THRILLER, Highly exciting work of fiction (gen. dealing with 


x, Crime). 
HROUGH, THROUGH WITH. nj 
appointment and/or frustration.) 
THROUGH THE MILL, Through the entire range ofe 


(Freq. expressing dis- 


tc 


She supported him through thick LM 
ои A FIT. dieu extremely agi and distresse 
OW A PARTY, Give a party. (>T, hk 
BETA Ао ES A У ORKS. аа unwisey 
Upset and dislocate the normal DEA (“Тһе boy 
OW-BACK. A reversion to some earlier Уре. $^) 
45, 5 а throw-back to his mothers ancestor.) es. 
EN COLD WATER on. Depreciate and CT 
ROW MUD, THROW DIRT, V. Slander. 


T . 
BROW OFF: (т) Produce, easily. 


THR 


from. gue 
THROW ше eee DARE e INDE Dely 
vention. 
DROW vr. (x) Abandon (a task, duty etc): : 
2) Vomit. st action. 
as" (т) ЖУ, Reproach for son t ко See 
(For a number of other phrases begu 
Tere 
S, THRIP. Threepence. 
Ў ; тее оК. 
SM (1) Turn rapidly through EU to a car that a 


(2) Raise the thumb as а 
lift is required. 


a | : ess. 
MBS UP. Signal of victory OF succ 


TH 
tte: Defeat. (Old) 
mon NG Large. ү 
Tiny RING. Immense; very 8r" : 
m By. 2: D ich, & comedian.) 
RE, Very small person. (Ех Little Tich, 
Tox TICHY. «т bought this watch 
(1) Credit (gen. prec. by 2”): ( тсн) 
оп tick.”’) ‚асап person: (See Aids 
(2) A small, utterly insignifica® ied by the 
(3) A very brief time, lit. that COU" 4 suv.) 
ry br ر‎ A TICK, А Т] people.) 


Tic. (4) Work, function. (APP 
SER. (1) n. Watch. 
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ICKER. (2) Heart. : 
mee pA a Identify and wag on a list. y 
i 2) Blame, reprimand. s is extrava- 
TICK UP, mu ao to. (“ What's all this ex 
ance tick up to.") 
se THE. The right thing to do; correct. 
TICKEY, TICKY. Threepence. (S. Africa.) а ашаа 
TICKLED PINK, TICKLED TO DEATH, Delighted, is 
TICKLER. A problem. rac 
TIC-TAC. Method of signalling by gestures, used Der 
Course touts to convey information to their pr 
TIDDLER (r) Stickleback. (Also TITTLEBAT.) fairs etc. 197 
(2) A small feather brush sold at 
tickling. 
TIDDLY. (т) Intoxicated. 
(2) Neat and tidy. (R.N.) 
(3) See TEENY-WEENY. 
TIDDY. See TEENY-WEENY. А 
TIDE OVER. Carry оп for а certain period. 


id sum 
TIDY, a. Considerable. (“The old woman left a tidy | 
of money.”’) 


TIE THE KNOT. Ма А 


«ation 
minat 
TIED TO A PERSON'S APRON-STRINGS. Under the do 
of someone ( 


ТЕР. A slight q 


AS А DRUM. Intoxicated. 
TIKE, TYKE, (т) A mongrel dog. 
) A contemptible person. 
(3) A Yorkshireman. 
TILE. Hat, 
TILE LOOsiz, А. Slightly mad. 
TILES; ON THE, See on THE BATTER. indefinite 
TILL THE (cows come HOME. For a long and in 
period. 
TIMBER-MERCHANT. Street match-seller. 
TIMBERS, Legs, 
TIMBER-TOE. A wooden leg. , 
TIMBER-TOES; A person with a wooden leg. sae Gn tue 
TIME-EXPIRED MAN. One whose period of service 
Forces hlas ended. 
TIME-LAG. Delay. 


| 
| 
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206 Мопеу. 
оа отара, 
(АҺ (oN WHEELS). A self-import 
TIN H Iways derog.) 
DIS AT, TIN LID. See BATILE-BOWLER. 
TIN OPENER. Bayonet. 
PAN ALLEY. (0.5.А.) Street 
publishers of popular songs: 
Road.) 


ant would-be dictator. 


frequented by writers and 
(In London, Charing Cross 


TIN: - 
ECL Trivial, -unimportant. А d 
TABERNACLE. A small church or chapel with corrugate 
TIN iron roof. í 
KER’S curse. Extremely little. (Prac. always used in 
, a tinker's Curse. ) 


neg.) (E Hi B a t wo 

T is promise isn 

P. (ут, Taformation from а reliable sources esp. about 
endered ; the 


racing. " 
(2) v. & n. Give a gratuity for services T 
immediate 


ть Оерагше. (WWI and IL) 
A STAVE. Sing а song: 


TIP 
OFF. (r) Furnish information about a person: 


E i " 
i Coe alo gives racing tips or information. (See 
JF тик ү “ pp ti the wink 
us WINK. Surreptitiously inform. Б 26 (9) 
TIPPE hen the inspector is coming.) ا‎ 
E RIFLE. A blackthorn stick. (Irish. 
E. (т) n. Drink, ger. alcoholic. 
TIPPLING. (2) v. Drink continually- 
ІР-ТОр -Housr. Public house- 
RE class, excellent. cy 
onqat. Met air dress ete 


Titry. 
tress Smarten up one's halt, 
Izzy (т) oi TIDDLER. 

5 ixpence. : or anger. 

(2) A state of confusion or excitement 
To GET INTO A TIZZY- “ егу! 
р To the limit, overdone: ( ie 
TO д SS to a frazzle.") 
To-Do, ly precisely- 
uss, commotion. 


es ate 
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om to 
TO RIGHTS. Tidy, in order. (^ Jane, please set the ro f 
rights." off. 
TO auc is Worse off. ro THE соор. Be) 
( We've sold the car, and are £100 to the g SEARING 
TO THE LIFE. Exactly and in every detail. (See г 
LIKENESS.) ialist charge 
TO THE TUNE. To the amount. (“The specialist с 
fees to the tune of Seventy guineas.”’) t. (Obs) 
TOASTING-FORK, TOOTHPICK. Sword, or bayone б ters Т.М), 
TOC EMMA. A trench mortar (signalled by the le 
(W.W.I.) 
TODDLE (r) Walk. e 
2) Depart. | wi 
TOE aes THE MARK. Behave in accordance 
х instructions ; do as others do. 
TOFF. (т) A gentleman by birth. 


2) A man to be admired and respected. 
TOGGED. Dressed. 


TOGGERY, TOGS, Clothes, Ben. smart. P 

IOG UP. Dress in one’s best clothes. a. TOGGED UP. 

TOKE. Bread, 

TOLERABLE. See PRETTY WELL (2). in and 

TOM COLLINS. An iced drink made of soda water, Б 
lemon. 


onsense, 
TOMMY-SHOP. A sho 


ex- 

P Where food vouchers could be 

changed. (Obs.) 

TOMBSTONE. Tooth. 

TONEY. Smart, elegant. 

TONGUE IN CHEEK, Not in earnest, jokingly. ONGUE 

TONGUE PIE, A severe scolding. v. GET or GIVE TON 
PIE, 
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TONGUE-rWISTER. A word or sentenc 
TON pronounce correctly. 
noe | See ANTONIO. 
on BY HALF. Much too ; far too. (Derog) ( Young 
OD eorge is too smart by half.) 7 
тоо FAR NORTH. Тоо cunning to be deceived. 
‘MUCH OF A GOOD THING. In excess; more than is 
т justified. 
PoE Op | See CHEERIO. 
TOOT: Drive (a carriage, CO? 
Н AND NAIL (ro FIGHT): 
T animals. 
пое See THIMBLEFUL. 
шык: See TOASTING-FORK. 
P TSIES. See TROTTERS. › 
ОР рос. The person їп control, the dictator. 
POR FLIGHT. Highest in rank etc. 
OP-HEAVY. Intoxicated. j 
TOPHOLE, TOP-NOTCH, TOPPING. Superlatively good. 
juv.) | 
тор-:лмЕк. One given the chief prominence. 
TOP OF THE MORNING ТО you! Good mornmB. =i 
As high as it js possible to rise in а pro- 


ch etc.). 
With the ferocity of 


(Chiefly 


295 Dres TREE. . 
ROR D. NS or TOR up, WITH. Conclude with. (“ The 
TOP DEUM d ner with Fert, 10 i guarded 

(Also 


with especial care. 
TOPPER: GA tall black or 61у hat made of felt. 
TOP-HAT, STOY iu j 
2) A splendid erson. (Juv. 
TORPIDS. о Ша тасв at Oxford. 
тоқрѕ. Torpedo Lieutenant. N. 
Tos. Rubbish. а- 
Toss up. A risk, а € 
Tor up, (Abb. of Total.) 
expenses tot up t 
Tor, (1) A small drink. 
n (2) A small child. 
dA E xe dr te official machine for recording and 
paying out bets on a racecourse. 
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feed 
TOTTENHAM PUDDING. A mixture of cooked offal used to 
igs and hens. 
Dove V. Obtain money from; cadge from. of time OF 
TOUCH AND Go. An extremely narrow margin 
safety. A ada- 
TOUCH Seres Reach the lowest depths of miey ios 
tion etc. (“Once a good citizen, he touche 
by stealing pennies from small children.") 
TOUCH Down. Land (an aircraft). 
TOUCHED. (т) Slightly mad. 
(2) Emotionally moved. ^ 
TOUCH LUCKY. Be lucky. Р Africa. 
TOUCH OF THE TAR BRUSH, A physical suggestion of 
or Indian ancestry. a 
TOUGH. (I) n. A hardened criminal. eil 
(2) Uncompromising, determined (of pe a has had 
(3) Hard, severe (of things) ( [оп апа bis 
tough luck; he lost both his AE) 
job.") (See ROUGH (т), HARD CASE. 


to 
i i i town 
TOWN AND GOWN. App. to a University city or 


у у п the 
distinguish between the permanent тарариа а on 
one hand, and the College staff and undergra 
the other. 
TRADE, v. Exchange. " n (1 
DE, THE.) Those in a Similar trade to one's own: 4 

Sell at special prices to the trade.”) е5 
TRADE UPON 


on 
A ake a discreditable advantage of 
Position or 


ke indness. 
От Privileges, or of other people's kindn 
TRANSMOGRIFY. Transform, 


Ў rally- 
(S » personal belongings, baggage gene 
ее THINGS. 


Tramp along wearily or aimlessly- 
TRAVELLER, See COMMERCIAL, ic story of 
TRAVELLER’S Tapp. Exaggerated and fantastic = 


foreign lands. (Se 
TREACLE-WAG, Bee jon to * 
TREAD ON A PERSON'S CORNS. Make a tactless allusi y) 
matter about 


3 RA 
Which he is Sensitive. (See ON THE F” it. 
TREAT, FAIR TREAT 


sal 
> A. Delightful, extremely plea 
(“The sunshine’s a fair treat.") 


€ TALL.) 
T. 
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TREAT. See STAND (2 
TREK. (I) v. d 
ER (2) n. A journey. (S- African, Boer War.) 
MENDOUS(LY), a. & adv. Greatly). (Gen. an over 
statement.) (^ You've helped me tremendously by lay- 
aes ing the table.") (See AWFUL.) 
К NCHER-CAP. See MORTAR-BOARD. .. 
RENCHER FRIENDS. Those who are friends only for what 
as they can obtain. у $ 
ENCHER MAN (GOOD One with a hearty appetite 
aaa or the reverse. í 
HEU CYCLIST. Psychiatrist. 
т G. Trigonometry- (Juv.) 
RIG IT. See HOP THE WAG- И 
ткиву. (т) А man's soft felt hat with an indented crown: 
(2) Foot. (Obs) Ех. the heroine of Du Maurier's 
Trilby, whose feet were exquisitely formed. 


(3) Pig's trotter. 
TRIM A PERSON'S JACKET. T. hrash. "oem 
TRIM ONE'S SAILS. ify or change ones opinions for 
reasons of expediency- 5 
TRIMMINGS. е to апу prepared food; accessories 
m generally. 
RIPE, Rubbish, spoken OF. : 
TRIPE-HOUND. A low, despicable person. 
TRIPES, rRIPOS. Bowels. 1. афі 
TROC’. The Trocadero, i Piccadilly, 
restaurant. (See CRI Si 
TROJAN, n & a. AD energetic and 
TROLLOP, Woman (orig. 0 moral 
TRossy. Dirty. i 
Ln AROUND. Travel extensively: , 
Rot our. Exhibit for inspec ion or 
out the theory that no woman bad а sense 
TROTTERS, TOOTSIES- Feet. 
troupe (gen. 


TROUPER. One of а 
со- ٤ Theat. 
А ) "s, See CATCH BENDING- 


OR BAD). 


TROUSERS OVN, WITH ONB E er 

ROUSIES, TRUCKS, TRUNKS rou : АК 

TRuck. Friendly connection; апу sort of dealing, (о a 
(^ We don't have any truck with p 


in neg.) 
next door.") 


248 DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SLANG 
JE. (т) n. & a. Faithful, dependable. 1 

Е A n. A member of the Tory Party. 

TRUE FOR you! Emph. agreement. 

TRUMP. A thoroughly good fellow. 


or 

Әз 7 eason 

TRUMP CARD. A convincing and/or conclusive r 
argument. 


TRUMPED UP. Concocted. (Derog.) 
TRUMPERY. Trivial: without any real value. 
TRUNK ROAD. A main arterial road. 

TRUNKS. See TROUSERS. 


201. 5. 
D А ial privilege: 
TRUSTY, n. A reliable prisoner, who receives special p 


(U.S.A.) 
TRUTH WILL OUT. The Es T 

(See MURDER WILL OUT. ADT Mns fs 
TRY ON. (1) Put on (clothing) to find out suitability 


(2) Attempt to deceive, n. TRY-ON. 
TRY ON THE рос. Te 


TRY OUT. Test. n. 
TUB. (I) у, & n. Bath. 


WI. 
will eventually become kno 


ist 
formis 
TUB-THUMPER. An open-air speaker. (Orig. RR 
Preacher only.) ( €rog.) (See STUMP ORATOR. 
TUBE. London underground railway 
TUCK. Delicacies i 


7 ied, 
in addition to the food normally suppl 
esp. at a boarding School, 
TUCK AWAY, TUCK IN. 
TUCK-BOX, A Wooden 
School. cakes 
TUCK-SHOP. An authorized Shop for the sale of sweets, 
etc. to School-children. 
TUCK UP. Make comfortable in bed. 
TUCKED Away, (t) Dead, buried. 


| Jl his 
(2) Concealed. (“The old man DEA 
Savings tucked away somewhe 
TUCKED UP. Tired oy S.A 


Eat heartily, 


1 
TUFT-HUNTER. One seekin 


or wealthy People. 
TUM, TUMMY. Stomach, 
TUMBLE TO. Understand, comprehend. 
TUMBLE UP. Go up 
TUMP. Nonsense, 


A. iw! itled 
g the society or friendship of ti 
(See LION-HUNTER.) 


A 


iy ig оге аці 
box in which “ tuck” is store 
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TUNE IN. (т) Adjust a radio set for audibility. 


(2) Join in, agree- (Also CHIME IN.) 
TUNE up. (1) Adjust the pitch of a musical instrument prior 
) 


to a performance. 
weep etc. (“The children 


(2) Begin to clamour, 
their mother said she was 


tuned up when 
going out.") 
TUPPENCE COLOURED. See PENNY PLAIN. 
TUPPENCE ON THE CAN. Intoxicated. 
TUPPENNY. See BLOCK. 
TUPPENNY DAMN. See DAMN (2). 
TUPPENNY-HA'PENNY. T rivial, insignificant. 
TUPPENNY TUBE. One of the earliest electrical underground 
railways of London, the fare being 2d. (See TUBE.) 
TURE, THE. Racing and all concerned with it. 


TURF OUT, TURN OUT. Eject. 1 
TURN, n. An act (gen. at a music hall). 
Alternately. 


TURN AND TURN ABOUT. 
TURN AN HONEST PENNY. Earn money. 


TURN DOWN. Refuse, reject. 
TURN IN. Go to bed. 
TURN IN ALL STANDING. Go to bed in one's clothes. 
TURN IT IN. Stop talking. 
TURN OFF. Hang. 
se, blame. 


TURN ON, ROUND ON. Accu 
TURN ON THE HEAT. Exert strong and ruthless moral pressure. 


TURN ON THE WATERWORKS, THE MAIN. Weep 


TURN ONE'S TOES vr. Die. 


TURN OUT. See TURF d E n 
TunN-ovT. E uipment (беп. a carriage d horses): 
"to nr REA smart little turn-out you've got. MT. 

Ar. Begin afresh, with a promise of 


TURN O : 

improvement. |. toe 

TURN TAIL. Retreat ignominious y. —. ў 

TURN THE CORNER- Succeed after а period of doubt ; begin 
er. Td 

Pus gioia Cause 4 final decision by speech or 

PE Reverse the position ; convert defeat into 


TURN THE TABLES. 
victory. р 

TURN TURTLE. Turn upside-down. 

TURN UP. Arrive. 
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d 
: ап 
TURN UP ONE’S NOSE. Regard with obvious contempt 

disdain. 
TURN-UPS. The turned up ends of trouser-legs. e of good 
TURN UP TRUMPS. Prove an unsuspected sourc 

fortune. È 
TURNIP. A thick old-fashioned silver watch. 
TURPS. Turpentine. 
TURTLE-DOVES. Gloves. (R.S.) 
TV. Television. 
TWADDLE. Rubbish, nonsense. 4 
TWEE. Affectedly whimsical or “ sweet ". 
TWEENY, Between-maid, a lower servant. 
TWELVE, TWELVER. A shilling. 
TWERP. A stupid fellow. (See стот.) 
TWICER. (т) A twin. 3 eal. 

P One who asks for two helpings at a т 
(3) A re-married widower or widow. | 

TWIDDLE ONE's THUMBs. Wait in forced inaction. 
TWIG. Understand. Fr) 
TWIGGEZ-VOUS? Do you understand? (Facet. Fr. 
Twist. Appetite, 


TWISTER. (I) A hearty eater, 


(2) A dishonest person. 
TWITCHETY, *xtremely nervous or fidgety. 
TWO-AND-A- Halí-a-crown. 

State. (R.S.) 


; cupa- 

TWO OF A TRADE, Wo people following the same осир 

tion. own). A 
TWO'S COMPANY (THREE’S NONE, or THREE’S A Ed tends to 

third person ‘spoils the intimacy of two, an 

become an embarrassment, Almost 
QUO SHARES OR AS D TAIL, TWO Twos (IN). 

immediately, 


: r job; 
;.9 ONE'S BOW, An alternative plan or j 


also applied to a girl with two suitors. dis- 
TYCOON. A busi 


Siness magnate, or a similar type in 
puted authority, (U.S.A.) 
ТҮКЕ. See TIKE, 


TYPO. Compositor. 
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U 


rman submarine. (W.W.I and 


U- 

"UL Untersee boat, Ge 
" : 
GLY DUCKLING. A plain child whi 


unexpected be 
а auty ог charm. 
ANDER. Dutch S. African term for a foreigner, 


morae. 
"UN. lox A large put undefined number. 
UNBER ne. ("Slice of bread, please—@ thick 'un.") 
ONG NOWNST. Not known to. 
CHE Keeper of a pawn-shop- Fr. Ma tante.) 
UNDER SAM. U.S.A. personified. (See JOHN BULL.) 
A PERSON'S (VERY) NOSE- Daringly and without 
же tempre concealment. ni 
RCONSTUMBLE, UNDERSTUMBLE (and variations). 
сыа. (Facet.) ў : 
UND R COVER (AGENT). One working out of sight, secretly. 
ER-poG. A subservient, unprivileged person dominated 
n a higher authority. 
UNDE crap. Undergraduate. 
E A girl undergraduate. 
UND R HATCHES. Dead. 
ae ONE'S PINNY. See pINNY. 
UN RSTANDINGS. Legs: 
DER STRENGTH. Below the normal numbe t 
см2 Sons) Weaker, more diluted than normal. (#1059). 
ER THE COUNTER. APP: to goods concealed and reserved 
for favoured customers during 2 shortage 
rn (of children). 


U; 

NDER THE GIRDLE. UN с 
auction. к A 

y i Intoxicated or semi- 


o develops startling and 
Hans Andersen's story.) 
esp. other. 


Under- 


(Almost obs.) 


UNDER THE HANMER. 27р drink) 
Baa Ше {епп normally implying unfitness to 
a car etc. 
en En eter e 
jy unwell 


= protection of. 
ENDER THE WEATHER Depressed a2 t 
DER wav. Satisfa ed. (Naw ) 


UNDIEs, Women’s underwear. 
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UNGUMMED, UNSTUCK. See COME UNDONE. k 

UNHINGED. Hysterical; mentally unbalanced. dlonedlead® 

UNICORN. A team of three horses, two behind an 
ing, drawing a vehicle. / 

UNLICKED. Uncouth, aggressively adolescent. nalities. 

UNLICKED Сов. An adolescent with the above q 

| (See LICK INTO SHAPE.) (Obs) 

UNMENTIONABLES, Trousers. S. ite dis- 

UNPARLIAMENTARY LANGUAGE. That unfitted for poli 
cussion ; violent or obscene language. Г » 

UP. Happening. (“ Соте along and see what’s up. 

U.P., ALL U.P. See ALL UP. : п ЖА 

UP AGAINST. Contending with; in oppositi . lty or 

UP AGAINST IT. Confronted by formidable difficulty 
trouble. flan Е 

UP A (GUM) TREE. In a difficult situation. — ed an 

UP AND ABOUT. Convalescent after an illness; dress 
active. 

UP AND COMING. Precocious, lively. 

UP AND DOING. Actively working. 


R Uu. 

Up AT. Studying at (a school or colle е) as а student, . { 

UPIN. Familiar ath (a subject) ; aided or educated in Р 

СОЕ SI SEBE. Û Suited to one's tastes ог BO aipal 

UP-STAGE. Haughty and Stand-offish. (Theat., the pri 

character takes the front centre of the stage.) 

UP THE POLE, UP THE STICK. Mad, 

UP THE SPOUT. Pawned. 

UP THE О See on THE CEILING. to?” 

UP TO. (т) Doing. (“ What's that bo up to in 
(2) Physically equal to, (* Ne you up to asc 

ten miles ? "' Т to you 

(3) The responsibility rests with. (“It's up 

to teach him better,") 

UP TO NOW, UP TILL N 


OW. Until this moment. alert, 
UP TO SCRATCH, TO THE MARK, TO SNUFF. Shrewd, 
intelligent, R 
р 3 NDE 
UP TO STRENGTH. With full numbers. (Mil.) See U 
STRENGTH, 


А еВ 
Emph. excl. of surprise or агы A 
(THOUSAND). The aristoc 
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UPPER HAND. Superior position, control over. 

UPPER STOREY. The head, esp. the brain. 

UPPISH. Precocious, cheeky. 

UPS-A-DaIsy! Get up! Up you go! 1 

UPSET THE APPLE-CART. Cause trouble or confusion. 
UPSIDES WITH. Level with; mentally equal to. 

UPTAKE. Comprehension, understanding. (Always prec. by 


QUICK, SLOW, ON THE.) (“ Mary's terribly slow on the 
uptake.) i . 

USED up, Exhausted; (occasionally) killed. 

USHERETTE, Girl attendant in a cinema. 

UTILITY. Goods, chiefly clothes, sold under Goyernment 
guarantee and price-limitation during and after W.W.II. 


VAC. Vacation. 


VAMOOSE, -osE, -ous, -os. Depart hurriedly. 
VAMP, (т) Improvise an accompaniment to a song or dance. 
(2) n. & v. Deliberately and unscrupulously charm 
a victim (gen. a man). _ ! 

VAN-DRAGGER. A thief who specializes in stealing food from 
vans, 

VANNER. A heavy type of horse used for pulling vans. 

VARMINT, A VERS Term of abuse. (Obs.) 

VARSITY. University (gen. Oxford or Cambridge). 

ҮЕ. DAY and V.J. DAY. The two days in 1945 (8th May and 
ee August) of W.W.II victory in Europe and against 
apan respectively. 

VEG. Меры. 


M 
ER GOOD, VERY WELL. (See ALL RIGHT.) 
VERO OR MY". Smug. (Sc) 


(x) n. Veterinary surgeon. P scd 

(2) v. Examine comprehensively for any physical ill- 
ness or weakness. 

(3) Examine accounts, written statements etc. for 
Я errors and imperfections. 

Mus HALLOA. The cry given when a fox is sighted. (Hunt- 

in 
VIM. | 


g. 
ae Dash, energy. (See PEP.) 
5 Very Important Personage. 
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VITTLES, WITTLES. Victuals (food). 

VIVA. See ORAL. IL. 
V. MAIL. Photostats of letters from the Forces. (W.W.IL) 
VOCAB. Vocabulary. 


W 


wacky. (U.S.A.) Crazy. 
WADE IN. Start on 2 iE E ae s" 
WAFFLE. Gabble; talk without pausing. -heri 
dis FOR DEAD MEN'S SHOES. Wait hopefully to inhe 
money from someone still living. 
WAKEY, WAKEY! Wake up, wake up! "wing wireless 
WALKIE-TALKIE. Portable transmitting and receiving 
Set as used by police, soldiers etc. ү zing: 
WALKING-ON PARTS (Theat.) A part involving no speaking 
V. WALK ON. (See SUPER (3). 
WALKING-OUT DRESS. See SWAGGER. 
WALK INTO. (r) Eat rapidly. 


(2) Attack. Also WALTZ INTO. 


: jonally 
WALK OFF WITH. Steal, or alternatively, unintentio 
abstract. 


WALK OUT. (т) See KEEP COMPANY WITH. 


(e Abandon a job without warning. 
WALK-OVER. (r) An easy victory. ent 
(2) A victory by default, through the oppon 


failing to appear. of 
WALK THE CHALK. Walk Sree chalked line as a test 
sobriety. 


WALK THE HOSPITALS. Train as a medical student- tion i9 
WALK THROUGH ONE'S PART. Act or perform.any ас 
а wooden, lifeless manner. 
WALLAH. A fellow, cha 
occupation, e.g. * 


1 dicate 
. Also, hyphenated, to In. 
Li ake a (Hindustani) 
WALL-EYED, Lit. squintin ; also gen. derog. . T5. 
WALLFLOWER. A (lady) UT. Yo fails to obtain partne 
WALLOP. (т) Thrash. 

(2) Ale. 
WALLOPING. Large and clumsy. 
WALTER! SCOTT,» Pot RS) 
WALTZ INTO. See WALK INTO (2). 
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WANGLE. Obtain by irregular or dishonest methods. (See 
SCROUNGE etc.) 
WANTED. (т) Advertised for in the “ wanted ” columns of 
the newspapers. 
(2) Sought by the police (gen. for a crime). 
WARHORSE. See OLD WARHORSE. 
WAR-PAINT. Best or official clothes. 
WARM, (т) Thrash. n. WARMING. 
(2) Near to (in looking for something). Also Hor. 
(3) See WELL OFF. 
WARM THE COCKLES OF ONE’S HEART. Convey a glowing feel- 
ing of comfort and gratitude. 
WARMING-PAN. Watch. 
WARMINT. See VARMINT. 
Wart. A thoroughly objectionable person. 
WAS-BIRD. See HAS-BEEN. 
WASH. See HOLD WATER. 
WASH ONE’S DIRTY LINEN IN PUBLIC. Discuss personal 
scandals and dissensions among outsiders. 
WASH ONE's HANDS OF.  Disclaim all further responsibility for. 
(Bib., Pontius Pilate.) 
WASH-OUT. (x) A complete failure. 
(2) A cancellation. у. WASH OUT. 
WATCH ONE'S STEP. Proceed with caution. 
WATCH OUT. Be alert. 
WATER BEWITCHED. Very weak tea; any other highly 
diluted beverage. 
WATER DOWN. (1) Lit. Dilute, make less strong. 
(2) Met. Modify, soften a statement etc. 
WATER FUNK. One afraid of or averse from bathing. 
WATERBURY WATCH. Scotch (whisky). (R.S.) 
WATERLOGGED: Extremely drunk. 
WATERWORKS. Tears. (See TURN ON THE WATERWORKS.) 
WAVY NAVY. The Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. (From 
the wavy gold bands on the officers' sleeves.) 
WAX. A rage. a. WAXY. 
WAY. Away. (U.S.A.) 
WAY OF ALL FLESH. Death. 
WAYS AND MEANS. Money and whatever else is needed for a 
specific purpose. 
WEAR ONE'S HEART ON ONE'S SLEEVE. 


( Allow one's emotions 
to become obvious. 
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WEAR THE BREECHES, (Of a woman.) Be the dominant 
partner in a marriage. 

WEAR THE CRAVAT. Be hanged. for à 

WEAR THE WILLOW. Mourn for someone dead, or 
vanished past. К л Б 

WEARY WILLIE. (I azy, useless person. | 

td A с; long-range shell 
(W.W.I. 
WEB AND PIN. Cataract of the eye. 
WEED. (т) Tobacco or cigar. 
(2) A lanky, long-legged person. 
WEENY, TEENY-WEENY. Very tiny. (Nurs.) 


WEEPIE. A highly emotional film or play. 
WEEPING WILLOW. Pillow. (R.S. 


WEIGH IN. Assist; help to start. 
WEIGH UP. Consider. i 
WELL AWAY. (т) Satisfactorily started. 4 РАИ 
(2) On the P complete intoxication. 
WELL OFF. (т) Fairly rich. “(Also WARM.) 
(2) Comfortably situated. 
WELL UNDER. Intoxicated. without 
WELSHER. A race-course bookmaker who decamps 
paying his creditors, 


se on 
WELSH RABBIT (incorrectly RAREBIT) Toasted chee 
buttered toast 


WELT. Flog. 


У j 
WESTEND. The most expensive and aristocratic hoPP 


Tesidential quarter of London, roughly comps 
W.x postal district. 


and 
P the 


à estern 
WESTERN, (1) A en about cowboy life etc. in the Wi 
tates. (U.S.A.) Jar topics: 
2) A magazine devoted to similar toP 
WET. (т) Feeble, Bl. ida s 


E 's WHISTLE. 
(2) A drink (gen. alcoholic). See WET EE EARS. 
WET BEHIND THE EARS. See DAMP BEHIND THE 


{ s spoils a 
WET BLANKET. Qne Whose depression ОГ dullness sp 
gathering. 


WET ONE'S WHISTLE. Indulge in a drink. 
VEER M угат WHACKS 
(2) Attemp 


| : t. v. ACK. 
WHACKED, Tired out. aM 


WHACK IN. Makea vigorous start. 


аьан‏ ك 
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WHACKING, Huge. 

WHALE OF A. Extremely large. (U.S.A.) 

WHARF RAT, A petty thief who steals from wharves. 

WHAT A HOPE! There is no hope. (Ironical.) 

WHAT CHEER !, WOTCHER ! A friendly greeting. See CHEERIO. 

WHAT DO YOU CALL IT, WHAT'S IT etc. See THINGUMMY. 

WHAT DO you KNOW, WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THAT! An 
excl. of surprise. (U.S.A.) 

WHAT-FOR, Punishment, a beating. 

WHAT GOES ON, WHAT GIVES, WHAT'S 
happening? (U.S.A.) ; 

WHAT HAVE YOU, WHATNOT, WHATEVER, Anything else ; et 
cetera, (‘ Sweets, chocolates or what have you.") 

WHAT HO! A modern slangy use of a far earlier greeting. 

WHAT IT TAKES. The necessary but indefinable quality re- 
quired for success or charm. (* He'll be all right, he's 
got what it takes.") : 

WHAT price! Lit. of what value? with a 
“of no value”. (“ What price his pro 


he's run away ? ") : ч 
WHAT'S BITING, WHATS EATING YOU ? What is troubling or 


annoyin ? я 
WHAT'S ie bus irs FRIED? What does it ultimately 
amount to ? 
WHAT'S oN? What events are in progress? — . 
WHAT'S THE DAMAGE, THE FIGURE? What does it cost ? 
WHATS THE Opps ? What difference will it make ? 
WHAT's wHAT, TO KNOW. Possess knowledge and common 
Sense. н 
WHAT’s yours? What will you have to drink ? 
WHAT THE DEUCE, DEVIL, DICKENS etc, Excl. 
WHAT THE DOCTOR ORDERED. What is most 
appreciated. ; 
WHEEZE. (т) An old-established joke or saying. 
(2) Contrivance, suggestion, idea. |. 
WHEN oNE's SHIP COMES HOME. When one is rich. 
WHEN PIGS FLY, Never. HM 
Niet THE CHICKEN GOT THE AXE, GET IT. , Ana of. 
0 i i in 
uble slang, the completion being, (Sec свт IT HOT: 


Receive severe or fatal punishment. : 
WHERE THE SHOE PINCHES. Where the trouble or difficulty lies. 


HEREWITHAL, The necessary amount of money. 
9 ; 


cooKING ? What is 


n implication of 
mises, now that 


desired and 
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WHICH WAY THE WIND BLOWS. What appears likely to 
happen. 
WHIFF. (1) An unpleasant smell. 
(2) v. Give off an unpleasant smell. - тена. 
(3) п. A small quantity of anaesthetic’ for 
slight operation. 
WHIM-WHAM. A fancy. 
WHIP. The driver of a horse-drawn coach. 
WHIP-BELLY. Weak io 
WHIP HAND, THE. Controllin power. 
WHIP ROUND. A collection, Sub spontaneous, and for 
Some charitable purpose. 
WHIP UP. Rouse up, encourage. 
WHIPPER-IN. Assistant to a huntsman. Ж ah 
WHIPPER-SNAPPER. An unimportant, insignificant pe 
- (Derog.) 
WHIPPING-BOY. A scapegoat. 
WHISTLE. Mouth, throat. 


WHISTLE AND FLUTE. Suit (of clothes). (R.S.) fail 
WHISTLE FOR (dinner, money etc.). Ask or expect, but 

to obtain. 
WHISTLE-JACKET. Beer, 


U.S.A.) A small, unimportant township at 
Which a train Stops only if a whistle is blown. 


orthy, having the best characteristics of @ 
D. WHITE MAN, 


f E 
- Symbol of cowardice, SHOW THE WHIT 
FEATHER, E 


WHITE FLAG. Universally recognized signal of surrender... 
WHITE HARVEST, A harvest so late in the year that there 15 
frost on the ground. 


WHITE-HEADED BOY. See BLUE-EYED BOY. 


WHITE LIE. A lie which circumstances have made excusable. 

WHITE-LIVERED, Cowardly, ; d 

WHITE MAN'S BURDEN. The responsibility for educating an 
training backward peoples. 5 w 

WHITE MAN'S GRAVE, Malaria-infested West Africa. (No 
greatly reduced in 


area.) 
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wae NIGHT. A sleepless, troubled night. 
y ITES. The white population in native lands. 

HITE SATIN. See SATIN. 
WHITE SLAVE. A girl kidnapped and cajoled or forced into 
5 а Ше of prostitution. 

WHITEWASH. (т) Condone ; invent excuses and explanations 

for another’s disreputable actions. 
(2) WHITEWASHED. Freed from one’s liabili- 

‘fs ties by the Bankruptcy Court. 
Мы вс A sinall, high-velocity shell. (W.W.L) 
SZ: See FLYER. 
EO Excl. of approval (Juv.) 
ерд» EMMA! Stop, restrain yourself. (Obs.) 
WHODUNIT (Who did it 2). A detective novel. 

HOLE BOILING, HOG etc. See GO THE WHOLE HOG. 
WHOOPEE. (т) Excl. of delight. 
w (2) Revelry, general gaiety an 

HOP, wnopPING. (1) n. A thrashing. 

2) Very large. 

WHOPPER, (т) A ud pe? 

(2) Anything vety large. 
WinnLY-WOnSLY, E Unsteady. 
арра A widow. 

IDE. Shrewd, artful, knowing. n. WIDE BOY. 
WIDEAWAKE. (т) The flat black hat formerly worn by clergy. ! 


d dissipation. 


Obs.) 

$5 (2) Alert, watchful. 

DE OF THE MARK. Very far from the truth, the facts. 
IDOW. (т) The gallows. 

т t (2) See BUBBLY. 
qu. pu A supply 

ib. 

08/6 MITE. Light. (К 
IELD THE WILLOW. Play 

w willow). 

dut WIGGING. A severe reprimand or scolding. 

w GS ON THE GREEN. General and violent disagreement. 

ae Fiercely angry. (See MAD.) 

EUN ABOUT. Very fond of; excited over. 4 

S D-CAT, a. Reckless and hazardous (business or enterprise). 
E Lit. anything highly inflammable. (See LIKE A 

HOT, 


(of money etc.) that never fails. 


S.) 
cricket (cricket-bats are made of 
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WILD GOOSE CHASE. А practically hopeless pursuit ог 
search. 


WILKIE BARDS. Playing cards. (R.S.) 

WILLIES. Nervousness; acute uneasiness. - 

WIN HANDS DOWN, IN A CANTER. Win easily. | 

WIN ONE'S SPURS. Earn promotion or distinction. 

WINDBAG, GASBAG. A pompous, self-satisfied speaker. 

WINDED. See PUFFED. f 

WINDFALL. An unexpected piece of good fortune in the form 
of a legacy or gift. 

WINDJAMMER. A sailing ship. (Obs.) 


WINDMILLS IN ONE'S HEAD. Filled with strange ideas and 
fancies. 

WINDOW-DRESSING. 
leading and ove: 
capacity. 

WIND UP, BREEZE UP. 
GET THE). 

WINE, v. Drink wine. 


WINK AT. Permit without protest, allow an irregularity. 
WINK THE OTHER EYE. Convey amused disbelief. в 
WINKLE. Extract with difficulty or ingenuity, as one extract 
winkles with a pin. 
WIPE. (1) A blow, a black eye. 
(2) (Also WIPER.) See SNEEZER. 
WIPE OUT. Exterminate. 
WIRE. (І) n. & v. Telegram. 
(2) v. Install electric wiring for light etc. 
WIRE IN. Make an active and vigorous start. ; 
WIRE PULLING. Utilizing one's personal influence to obtain 
a post or some favour. gl 
WISEACRE, WISE GUY. One who has an unjustifiably high 
opinion of his own learning or wisdom. (Derog.) 
WISECRACK, A smart, frequently punning retort. (See 
CRACK (r).) . 
WISE TO. Aware of, " 
WISHFUL THINKING, Assuming a desirable state of affairs 
Which in fact does not exist. 
WISH SOMEONE FURTHER. Wish him elsewhere. (See SEE 
YOU FURTHER, 


WISHY-WASHY, (т) Weak (of a drink). 
(2) Foolishly sentimental. 


Facts published in order to give a ms 
r-optimistic impression of one's status 


Fear, apprehension (gen. prec. by 
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WITCH-HUNT. Systematic and sustained persecution of those 
holding views regarded as dangerous or subversive. 
WITH A GRAIN OF SALT. With a certain amount of disbelief. 
WITHOUT A LEG TO STAND ON. With no tenable arguments. 
WITHOUT A SHIRT TO ONE'S BACK, NAME. Possessing prac- 

tically nothing. 
WITHOUT A STITCH ON. Naked. 


WITTLES. See VITTLES. 

WIZARD, WIZARD PRANG. Superlatively good (Orig. R.A.F., 
now Juv.) 

WOBBLER. One who continually changes his views and 


opinions. 

WOE BETIDE. Misfortune will follow. 
you're rude to the boss.") К . 

WOG (w.o.c.). An Oriental. (Initials of Wily Oriental 
Gentleman.) 

WOLF. (т) Eat voraciously. 

(2) n. See LADY-KILLER. 

WOLF IN SHEEP'S CLOTHING. An 
a good one. (Ex. Aesop’s 
sheep.) 

WONKY. Unsteady, defective, badly constructed. 1 

WOODBINE. A cheap cigarette, extremely popular during 
W.W.I. 

WOODCOCK. A simpleton. 

WOODEN. Lifeless, expressionless. 

WOODEN HORSE. Scaffold. b 

WOODEN spoon. Formerly awarded to the competitor who 
was last in a race. (Obs) (See BOOBY PRIZE.) 

WOODEN WALLS. Battleships before the era of iron-clads and 
steam. 

WooriTs. See JITTERS. 

WOOLGATHERING. Mentally wandering, absent- 

WOOLLIES Woollen undergarments generally, e 

WOOLLY. Stupid, muddle-headed. 

Woozy. Dazed; dizzy with drink. 

Wop. See ANTONIO. m 

WORK. (т) Be effective. (“ Will this machine work ? ”’) 

‚ (2) Carry out a swindle etc. 

WORK LIKE A TROJAN, BEAVER, NIGGER, SLAVE EIC.; WORK 
ONE'S FINGERS TO THE BONE, SLAVE, SWEAT ONE'S GUTS 
our. Work very hard. 

9* 


(“ Woe betide you if 


evil person masquerading as 
fable of the wolf and the 


minded. 
sp. babies > 
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WORK ONE’S PASSAGE. Do one’s fair share of work. А 

WORK THE HALLS. (Theat.) Tour from one music-hall to 
another. e an) 

ie! ae ORACLE. Persuade someone against his will; 
achieve one’s object by persuasiveness. 

WORM OUT. See FERRET OUT, 

WORN TO A FRAZZLE. See FRAZZLE. 

WORRAB. Barrow. (В.5.) 


WORSE LUCK, MORE'S THE PITY. Emph. in reference to 28 
unpleasant situation. (“ I’ve got to go to work 0! 
Saturday, more’s the pity.") id 

WORTH ONE'S KEEP, WORTH ONE'S SALT. Worth the sum pai 
for one's services. 

WORTH THE WHISTLE. Worth notice. 

WOTCHER! See WHAT CHEER! 

WOW. A complete and tremendous success. v. GO WITH A 
WOW. 

W.P.B., WASTE Р.В. Waste-paper basket. 

WRAF. A member of the Үү, 


omen's Royal Air Force. | 
WRAPPED UP. See BUTTONED up (2). 


WREN, A member of the Women’s Royal Naval Service 
(wnNs). 
WRINKLE. A brief item of information ; a useful hint. 


WRITE-OFF, (I) n. A complete and total wreck. (RAF, 
УЛУП.) 

(2) v. Eliminate, kill. 

WRITE OFF A DEBT, WRITE OFF AS 


E ОЕ ABAD DEBT, Assume that 
it will never be paid. І 

WRONG END OF THE STICK. A wrong conception of what has 
been said. 


WRONG UN. (1) A thorou 


ghly bad character of a person). 
(2) False, fr. Ki ( ы 
.WUSS. Worse. 


audulent (of money etc.). 


YAHOO. A coarse, brutish ; hooligan. (Swift's 
Gulliver's Travels.) ah a NEMUS AD 


тох ав Сеп. term for any citizen of the 
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YARD, THE. Scotland Yard. 

YARD OF CLAY. See CHURCHWARDEN. 

YARD OF PUMP WATER. See BAG OF BONES. 

YARDNAB. Brandy. (B.S.) 

YARD OF SATIN. See SATIN. 

YARMOUTH CAPON. Kipper. 

YARN. A story. Also v. 

YEAH. ' See YEP. 

YELLOW, YELLOW-LIVERED. Cowardly. YELLOW STREAK. 
A streak of cowardice. j ШҮ, 

YELLOW-BACK. A popular novel bound in yellow pictorial 
covers and published at two shillings. (Obs. after circa 
1890.) A 

YELLOW BOY. A golden sovereign. (Obs.) 

YELLOW DOG. Dingo, Aust. dog. 

YELLOW JACK. (т) Yellow fever. 

(2) The quarantine flag. 
YELLOW PERIL, Fear of world-domination by the yellow 


races. 

YELLOW PRESS. Sensational newspapers: 

YEN. An intense desire. \ 

YEP, YEAH. Yes. (U.S.A.) 2 / 1 

YES-MAN. A subordinate who agrees with everything his 
chief says. 

YID. A Jew. 

YOB. Boy. (B.S.) Now only derog: 

YOURN. Yours. 

YOURS TRULY. The speaker himself. 

YOU'RE TELLING ME! Ironic retort to a statement already 
well known. 

YURRUP, Europe. (U.S.A. pron.) 


Z 


ZEPP. Zeppelin airship. (W.W.L) (Obs.) З 

ZERO HOUR. The hour at which an attack, or a difficult 
operation, is timed to begin. 

ZIGZAG. Intoxicated. 

zip, A modern type of dress- or bag-fastener. 
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ZIPPY. See NIPPY (2). 

ZOMBIE. An extremely dense and stupid person. 

Zoom. Fly a plane steeply upwards. 

Z00T SUIT. Ultra-fashionable long coat and tight trousers. 


THE STORY OF BELIAL JONES 
A Fable in Slang 


THROUGHOUT his reprehensible career Belial Jones regarded 
himself merely as a MALE PERSON : BEGGAR, BLOKE, BOY, 
BUCKEROO, BUCKO, BUFFER, CARD, CHAP, CHARACTER, CHUM, 
CODGER, COON, COVE, CUSS, CUSTOMER, GUY, JOHNNY, JOSSER, 
JOKER, LAD, WALLAH. 

But the world at large took a less flattering view, addressing 
him, from time to time, in DEROGATORY TERMS: BAD 
EGG, BAD HAT, BAD LOT, BASKET, BLIGHTER, BLISTER, BLOCK- 
HEAD, BONEHEAD, BOOB, BOOBY, BOUNDER, BUFFLEHEAD, 
BULLFINCH, CABBAGE HEAD, CAD, CALF’S HEAD, CHEAP SKATE, 
CHUCKLE-HEAD, CHUMP, CLOT, COOT, CRAB, CUCKOO, CULLY, 
DODDYPOLL, DONKEY, DRIP, DUFFER, DUMMY, DUNDERHEAD, 
FATHEAD, GABY, GAWK, GAWP, GINK, GOOF, GOOSE, GOWK, 
GUBBINS, GUFFIN, HEEL, HOG, HOODLUM, JUDE, JOODY, JUG- 
GINS, KIPPER, LIMB (OF SATAN), LOOBY, LURCHER, MUG, 
MUGGINS, MUTT, MUTTONHEAD, NINCOMPOOP, NITWIT, NOODLE, 
PERISHER, PIE-CAN, PIG, PILL, PINHEAD, POOR FISH, POOR SAP, 
ROTTER, SAUSAGE, SAWNEY, SCALLAWAG, SHEEP'S HEAD, SIMP, 
SILLY BILLY, SKUNK, SOPPY DATE, SOURPUSS, SPALPEEN, 
STINKER, SWAB, SWEEP, TIKE, TRIPE HOUND, WHIPPER- 
SNAPPER, WRONG 'UN. 

In vain well-meaning friends warned him ; what he wanted, 
he explained, was money in large and unspecified quantities, 
in other words, MONEY IN GENERAL : ACKERS, BALSAM, 
BAWBEES, BEANS, BLUNT, BOODLE, BRASS, CHINK, DIBS, DOUGH, 
DUST, FAT, FILTHY LUCRE, GELT, IRON, LOLLY, LOLLIPOP, 
MAMMON OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, THE NECESSARY, THE NEEDFUL, 
' OOF, РЕС, POTATOES, THE READY, RHINO, RIVETS, SAND, SEA- 
COAL, SHEKELS, SPLOSH, SPONDULICKS, SUGAR, SYRUP, TIN. 

He added that in order to get it he was prepared to STEAL, 
SWINDLE, DECEIVE etc.: BILK, BONE, CHISEL, CHOUSE, 
CLY, COLLAR, DIDDLE, DIP, DO, DO BROWN, DO DIRT, DO DIRTY 
ON, DO DOWN, FIDDLE, FILCH, FLOG, GIP, GULL, HAVE ON 
TOAST, KID, LIFT, NIP, PINCH, PLUCK, PRIG, RAT, SELL THE 
PASS, SELL DOWN THE RIVER, SELL A PUP, SHOE THE HORSE, 
SHOE THE MULE, SLIP UP, SNEAK, SNICK, SNIP, SNIPE, SNOOPER, 
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SPOOK, STING, SWACK UP, SWIPE, SWIZ, SWIZZLE, WALK OFF 
WITH. 1 

“You must be mad!” cried his friends. “MAD OR 
MENTALLY DEFICIENT : ADDLEPATED, APARTMENTS TO 
LET, BARMY, BARMY ON THE CRUMPET, BATCHY, BATTY, BATS 
(IN THE BELFRY), BUTTON LOOSE, BUTTON MISSING, CRACKED, 
CRACKERS, DAFFY, DAFT, DINGBATS, DIPPY, DOTTY, GAGA, HALF- 
BAKED, HALF-WITTED, LOONY, LOOPY, MAD AS A HATTER, MAD 
AS A MARCH HARE, NOBODY AT HOME, NOT ALL HIS BUTTONS, 
NOT ALL THERE, NUTS, NUTTY, OFF YOUR DOT, OFF YOUR HEAD, 
OFF YOUR ROCKER, OFF THE RAILS, POTTY, QUEER IN THE 
ATTIC, QUEER IN THE HEAD, ROUND THE BEND, SCATTY, SCREW 
LOOSE, SLATE LOOSE, SCREWY, TENPENCE TO THE SHILLING, 
TOUCHED, UP THE POLE, UP THE STICK, WACKY.” · 

“ Either that,” they added, “or INTOXICATED OR 
SEMI-INTOXICATED : ALL MOPS AND BROOMS, BEVVIED, 
BLIND, BLOTTO, BOSKY, CANNED, CARRYING THREE RED 
LIGHTS, COCK-EYED, CORKED, CORNED, D. & D,, DROP IN THE 
EYE, DRUNK AS A FIDDLER, DRUNK AS A LORD, ELEVATED, 


OVER THE EIGHT, OUT IN THE 
SUN, PARALYSED, PARALYTIC, PICKLED, PINKO, PLASTERED, 


FADDLE, FLAPDOODLE, F 
» FLUMMERY, F 2 
SPINACH), GUBBINS, GUF: apy үз 
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Soon after this he broke into the strong-room of a bank, 
and escaped with SPECIFIC SUMS OF MONEY : FADGE, 
FARDEN, FIDDLER (1d.; BAWBEE, BRAD, BROWN (4d.) ; 
BRAD, STIVER (Id.) ; DACE, DEUCE (2d.) ; BIT, THRIP, THRUMS, 
TICKY (3d.); JOEY (4d.); FIDDLER, KICK, SPRAG, SUSIE, 
TANNER, TESTER, TIZZY (Ód.); BOB, OGG, TWELVE, TWELVER 
(t/-); KYE (1/6d.) ; SCOTCHMAN (2/— piece) ; BULL, HALF-A- 
DOLLAR, TWO-AND-A-KICK (2/6d.) ; BULL'S EYE, DOLLAR (5/-) ; 
HALF-BAR, HALF-NICKER, THIN ‘UN (10/-) ; BRADBURY, GOLD- 
FINCH, JANE, MARIGOLD, MONAKER, NICKER, SKID, SMACKER, 
THICK UN, YELLOW BOY (£I); FIVER, HORSE (£5); Pony 
(£25) ; MONKEY (£500); COW, THOU. (£1,000) ; TEASPOON 
(£5,000) ; NICKEL (5c) ; DIME (roc); BIT (r21c); Buck ($1); 
HALF JOE ($8); GRAND ($1,000). 

There was soon on his track a posse of DETECTIVES AND 
POLICE: BLUEBELLY, BLUE-BOTILE, BOBBY, BOGEY, BUSY, 
COP, COPPER, CRUSHER, DICK, FLATTY, JOHNNY DARBIES, 
MINION OF THE LAW, PEELER, ROZZER, SLOP, SPLIT, "TEC. 

He was caught, and sent to PRISON: THE BIG HOUSE, 
CHOKEY, CLINK, COLLEGE, COOLER, COOP, DARK, HOKEY, JOB's 
POUND, JUG, KITTY, LIMBO, QUOD, SHOP, STIR, STONE JUG. 

There, left to his own reflections, he first exploded into 
VARIOUS EXCLAMATIONS: “ BLAST!, WELL I'M 
BLESSED |, WELL I'M BLOWED !, WELL I’M DAMNED |, BLIMY 1 
GOR BLIMY !, BLOW |, BLOW ME TIGHT !, BUST !, BY GUM !, BY 
JINGO |, BY JUPITER !, BY JOVE !, BY THE LORD HARRY !, CAN 
YOU BEAT IT!, CARRY ME OUT (AND BURY ME) !, CHASE ME !, 
CHASE ME CHARLIE !, coo!, coR LUMMY!, COR STONE THE 
CROWS |, cRIKEY', CRIPES!, CRUMBS!, CRUST!, DAMMIT !, 
DANG МЕ !, DANG MY BUTTONS!, DASH |, DEAR(Y) ME!, THE 
DICKENS |, FANCY !, FOR CRYING OUT LOUD!, FISH HOOKS !, 
GAD |, By GAD |, GARN !, GAWD A'MIGHTY !, СЕЕ !, СЕЕ WHIZ !, 
GEE WHISKERS!, GERTCHER l, GOLLY!, GOOD ‘GRACIOUS !, 
GO ON |, GOSH !, GRACIOUS l, GREAT SCOTT !, HANG IT ALL!, 

. HECK |, BY HECK !, WHAT THE HECK |, HELL |, WHAT THE HELL !, 
. HELL'S BELLS !, HOLY SMOKE l, TLL BE SUGARED!, I'LL BE 

SHOT!, PLL BE HANGED!, І say !, JEEZ!, JINGO!, JOVE !, 

JUPITER!, JUST FANCY l LA!, LAWKS!, LAWKS A MUSSY!, 

LORD LOVE A DUCK!, LOR LUMME !, LUMMY |, MY (GIDDY) 

AUNT!, My EYE |, MY GODFATHERS !, MY WORD !, MY HAT, 

- MY GOODNESS !, ops BODIKINS !, SAKES ALIVE !, SAW MY LEG 
| OFF, say |, SHIVER MY TIMBERS !, SNAKES !, GREAT SNAKES !, 
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STONE МЕ |, STONE THE CROWS |, ’STREWTH !, STRIKE A ae |, 
STRIKE ME BLIND !, STRIKE. ME PINK !, STRIKE ME Ee ES 
UPON MY SAM |, UPON MY SYN !, E DIGK !, WH. 
DEVIL !, WHAT THE DEUCE !, ZOUNDS ! И 3 d 
But later, becoming more calm and philosophical, vh es 
himself that such a place was not one in which an inte RE E 
person should DIE: cop OUT, CROAK, GO FOR A BURTO ‘= 
OFF THE HOOKS, GO WEST, HAND IN HIS CHECKS, HOP n 
PERCH, FALL OFF THE PERCH, HOP THE TWIG, JOIN THE AD 
MAJORITY, KICK THE BUCKET, KICK THE BEAM, LAY DOW dc 
KNIFE AND FORK, LIE WITH HIS FATHERS, PASS AWAY, a a 
OVER, PASS HIS CHECKS IN, PEG OUT, PIKE OFF, POP OFF, S 


HIS 
HIS CABLE, SNUFF IT, SNUFF OUT, TAKE A BLINDER, TURN 
TOES UP, 


MORAL. SEARCH ME ! 
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THE TEACH YOURSELF 


HISTORY OF 
ENGLISH LITERATURE 


VOLUME I 
LITERARY APPRECIATION 


VOLUME II 
TO THE ENGLISH RENASCENCE 500-1650 


VOLUME III 
THE ENGLISH RENASCENCE TO 
THE ROMANTIC REVIVAL 1650-1780 


VOLUME IV 
THE ROMANTIC REVIVAL 1780-1830 


VOLUME V 
THE VICTORIAN AGE 1830-1880 


VOLUME VI 
CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE 1880-1950 


“A valuable series. Designed for the student, the 
series will appeal as much to the general reader in 
search of an interesting guide to the whole range of 
English Literature.” The Daily, Telegraph 


